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Dear President Aliyev,

We have been impressed by the recent announcement that the Azerbaijani Parliament has
approved the establishment of seven new embassies to be opened in Moldova, Jordan, Argentina,
Qatar, Spain, the Czech Republic and Sweden. We were surprised, however, that the list did not
include an embassy in Israel.

As you may know, the fact that Azerbaijan has for many years had an Israeli embassy has made
a favorable impression on all of us in the Congress. Moreover, that Azerbaijan has long been
known as a nation with a small but flourishing Jewish community and a lack of anti-Semitism
going back to its time as a republic of the former Soviet Union has been an element in our
respect for what Azerbaijan stands for.

We are concerned with the lack of any progress on your government’s commitment to open an
embassy in Israel as was publicly promised by then-Foreign Mister Guliyev on behalf of your
father, former President Heydar Aliyev, on October 21, 2001.

We were pleased that your deputy foreign minister visited Israel on 28 March for a two day visit.
We hope that this will soon lead to a visit by Foreign Minister Mamedyarov

The course of ever strengthening the bonds of friendship between Azerbaijan and the United
States, and with Israel, remains a high priority for all of us. We appreciate the support your
government has freely given the United States on issues ranging from the war on terrorism to
support for the Middle East’s only democracy, Israel.

We are sensitive to the situation your country faces, particularly the hostility of Iran towards both

the United States and Israel. Nevertheless, as a strong and independent state with a firm
commitment to aligning itself with the West and with the United States, we believe that
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Azerbaijan will direct its foreign relations in a manner that demonstrates your independence and
dedication to creating a vigorous and multicultural society.

As Israel embarks on a path to withdraw from Gaza and parts of the West Bank, and with
dramatic events in Syria, Lebanon and other states in the region, the establishment of an embassy
in the Jewish State would be a dramatic symbol of the path Azerbaijan has taken to play an
important and progressive role in the Caucasus and Central Asia.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.
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