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Jerusalem Forum on Anti-Semitism

n January 28-29, representatives
from dozens of Israeli, North
American and European organizations

convened in Jerusalem for a confer-
ence on anti-Semitism organized by
Natan Sharansky, Israel’s Minister for
Jerusalem and Diaspora Affairs. The
Global Forum Against Anti-Semitism
brought together nearly 70 panelists
to examine anti-Semitism in the Is-
lamic world and Europe, and initia-
tives to combat it.

In a session on diplomacy’s role in
fighting anti-Semitism, NCSJ Execu-
tive Director Mark Levin addressed the
prospect of achieving a global parlia-
mentary declaration opposing anti-

Semitism, a proposal introduced by Mr.
Sharansky at the Forum.

Participants discussed preparations for
the April OSCE conference in Berlin dedi-
cated to anti-Semitism. U.S. Ambassador
to Israel Daniel Kurtzer urged, “It is impor-
tant that OSCE members set up processes
to monitor, track, and report hate crimes.
Ultimately, the real test of progress after
establishing this OSCE monitoring, track-
ing, and reporting mechanism will be the
expansion of effective law enforcement
measures to prevent and to punish such
crimes.”

Other sessions focused on mobilizing
NGO fora, the experiences of European
Jewish leaders in engaging their govern-

Russian Duma Elections Presage Putin Victory

ussia’s December 3 parliamentary
lections fulfilled expectations that

President Vladimir Putin’s supporters
would consolidate their power ahead of
the March 14, 2004, presidential elec-
tion. The elections also tested new laws
that further restrict the composition of
political parties. The pro-Putin United
Russia coalition locked in the largest
share — about 40 percent — of seats.
Suprisingly, nationalist parties came in a
strong second, at nearly 20 percent,
stripping seats from the Communists,
and leaving liberal parties such as Yablo-
ko (led by Grigory Yavlinsky) and the

Union of Rightist Forces (SPS, led by Boris
Nemtsov) with no substantive representation
in the new Duma.

Though public opinion polls show strong
confidence in Putin and his coalition, mem-
bers of the Russian Jewish community are
concerned with the implications of such sol-
id returns for nationalist parties. Some depu-
ties representing the leading nationalist par-
ties — the Motherland-National Patriotic
Union (led by Sergei Glazev and Dmitri
Rogozin) and the Liberal Democratic Party
(led by Vladimir Zhirinovsky) — have a history
of using either indirect or overt anti-Semit-
ism in their campaigns. December’s elec-
tions had strong overtones of eth-
nic Russian solidarity and opposi-

tion to big business.
| Some human rights and de-
mocracy activists have been cal-

December 2003: A Moscow cam-
paign poster quotes President
Vladimir Putin: “Together we must
make Russia united and strong...”
OSCE photo

January: Minister for Jerusalem and Diaspora
Affairs Natan Sharansky (left) and Islam special-
ist Bernard Lewis at the Global Forum Against
Anti-Semitism, in Jerusalem

ments on the issue, and efforts to involve
young Jewish leadership, academics and
non-Jewish groups in the global fight against
anti-Semitism.

ling for a boycott of the upcoming presi-
dential election. Irina Khakamada, the
only established liberal candidate running
in March, has been criticized for lending
legitimacy to the election. She has coun-
tered that the liberal parties lack a strong
policy focus, and has assailed the Krem-
lin’s handling of the 2002 theater hostage
crisis, among other issues.

Continued on page 2
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Caucasus Elections a Mixed Bag in 2003

Thilisi, November 23: Opposition supporters
demonstrating against Georgian President Edu-
ard Shevardnadze; he resigned shortly after.
Mikhail Saakashvili took office following his
landslide victory in the January 2004 presiden-
tial election. OSCE Photo

ARMENIA

Armenia's presidential and parliamenta-
ry elections in early 2003 ended in
contentious victories for the ruling party
and incumbent President Robert Kocharian,
but international organizations noted
progress over Armenia’s past elections.

An inconclusive presidential contest in
February between Kocharian and opposition
candidate Stepan Demirchian was followed
by large public protests and the arrest of
hundreds of opposition activists. Kocharian
won the runoff election in March.

The May parliamentary elections were
rated by international observers as neither
free nor fair. Opposition lawmakers boycott-
ed the first session of the parliament,
prompting Kocharian to lament that “no
government can work efficiently if there is
no opposition in the country.”

Despite these events, international elec-
tion observers, European institutions, and
the United States noted greater media ac-
cess for election contenders, and the par-
ticipation of many recently enfranchised
refugees.

AZERBAIJAN

imilar protests followed Azerbaijan’s

November presidential election. While
ailing longtime leader Heydar Aliyev had
openly groomed his son for succession, the
2003 election presented the first opportuni-
ty in decades for a free and fair democratic
election. The public erupted when, in reac-

tion to a presidential contest widely regard-
ed as rigged, llham Aliyev claimed a victory
over Musavat party leader Isa Gambar, with
over 70 percent of the vote. Violent clashes
between protesters and the police continued
for days after the election, with over 600 ar-
rests and one death among the protesters.
In January, the United States and European
Union urged the Azerbaijani government to
release those detained, and jointly wel-
comed the release of 160 of those prisoners
in mid-January. About 100 detainees were
still being held without charge in early Febru-
ary.

Ilham Aliyev has promised to maintain
the good relations his late father cultivated
with the West and with Russia, though the
post-election protests and detentions have
strained ties. Relations between Azer-
baijan’s predominantly Muslim population
and its Jews have historically been friendly.

GEORGIA

he November parliamentary elections in

Georgia precipitated a dramatic change
in the country’s leadership, strengthening
Georgia’s ties with the United States but
causing friction with Russia. Vociferous
public protest against November’s fraudu-
lent parliamentary elections brought about
the ouster of incumbent President Eduard
Shevardnadze in late November, and the ele-
vation of Parliament Speaker Nino Burzha-
nadze to acting president. In consultation
with the U.S. Government, Russia sent For-
eign Minister Igor Ivanov to negotiate with
Shevardnadze following the opposition take-
over of the parliament building on November
22. Opposition leader Mikheil Saakashvili
was elected President in January, and new
parliamentary elections are scheduled for
March 28.

The Georgian Jewish community and oth-

er domestic observers were quick to cele-

Visit to NATO by the President of Armenia,
Robert Kocharian, December 3, 2003:
(l.-r.) President Kocharian with NATO Secre-
tary General, Lord Robertson NATO photo

brate Saakashvili’s victory and the impli-
cations of an internationally recognized
election brought about by the public will.

Saakashvili was praised for his leader-
ship of the non-violent “Rose Revolution”
and has raised hopes with his commit-
ment to fighting corruption in the Geor-
gian government.

Saakashvili continues to be chal-
lenged by the breakaway regions of Ajara,
Abkhazia and South Ossetia. Russia re-
cently announced its intention to lift its
visa regime with Ajara, as it has already
done with the two other autonomous re-
gions. The leader of Ajara, Aslan Abash-
idze, has been allied with Russia through-
out the recent political upheavals and
will likely continue to agitate against
Georgia’s new government.

At a Chanukah service on December
25, hosted by Israeli Ambassador Rivka
Cohen, Saakashvili and other prominent
leaders in Georgia’s then-provisional gov-
ernment stated their support for Geor-
gia’s Jewish population, and to further
strengthening Georgia’s positive rela-
tions with Israel.

Maurice Krikheli, Director of the Thili-
si Hillel and a leader of the Georgian Jew-
ish Community, wrote to NCSJ the morn-
ing after the election: “We in Georgia are
all very proud that the newest choice of
the Georgian people is for a proper, true,
veritable democracy. . . . We in the Jewish
community are very hopeful, and we be-
lieve that the near future will confirm our
expectations. But we also realize it is
time to start actively building a modern,
appropriate Jewish lobby, which will pro-
tect the interests of Jews of Georgia not
only in words, but in real acts.”

For more information on Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Georgia, please visit our
country pages at www.ncsj.org.

Russian Elections, cont’d

Continued from page 1

The United States and European coun-
tries have expressed tempered concern at
the monolithic results of the Duma elec-
tions. Visiting Moscow in January, Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell issued a sharp
criticism of recent events: “Russia’s
democratic system seems not yet to have
found the essential balance among the
executive, legislative and judicial func-
tions. Political power is not yet tethered
to law.”
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Ambassadors and NCSJ Visit New York’s
Bukharian Community

@n January 12, NCSJ Executive Di-
rector Mark Levin joined U.S. Ambas-
sador to Tajikistan, Richard Hoagland;
Tajik Ambassador to the United States,
Khamrohon Zaripov; and leadership of the
U.S. Congress of Bukharian Jews (USCBJ)
for a visit to the Bukharian Jewish com-
munity in Queens, New York. Boris Kan-
dov, acting President of USCBJ, and Aron
Aronov, head of the Bukharian Jewish
Community Museum, organized the visit,
with the help of Susan Green and Michael
Nemirovsky of the New York Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council, and NCSJ. After
visiting Chief Bukharian Rabbi for the
United States and Canada, Yitzchak
Yoshua, the group toured the construc-
tion site for the new Bukharian Jewish

Community Center. They also visit-
ed USCBJ’s school and gymnasium,
sponsored by Lev Leviev, President
of the World Congress of Bukharian
Jews. The delegation was particular-
ly impressed by the Bukharian Jew-
ish Community Museum, a center
for research and education on New
York’s Jewish ethnic communities
and a national spiritual center for
the Bukharian community.
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New York City, January 8: (l.-r.) Susan Green, Jewish
Community Relations Council of New York; Bukharian
community leaders Rafi Nektalov, Nissim Nektalov, and

The group discussed the role of Gregory Davidoff; Ambassador Khamrohon Zaripov, Am-
the Bukharian Jewish community in bassador of Tajikistan to the United States; Roman Nek-

the increasingly significant U.S.-
Tajik relationship. Ambassador Ho-
agland was named Ambassador to
Tajikistan in October 2003.

talov, Vice President, World Congress of Bukharian Jews;
Rabbi Yitzchak Yoshua, Chief Bukharian Rabbi for North
America; Ambassador Richard Hoagland, U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Tajikistan; Mark Levin, NCSJ Executive Director;
Boris Kandov, President, World Congress of Bukharian

Jews, North America photo: Michael Nemirovsky
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Moscow in December 2003

Goldschmidt 10th Anniversary

Moscow: Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt (center)
celebrated his 10th anniversary as Chief Rabbi of

Ukraine Ratifies Sibir Air
Settlement

CSJ welcomed the Ukrainian parliament’s December rati-

fication of an agreement to compensate families of the
Israeli victims of the 2001 Sibir Airlines crash. The settlement
grants nearly $7.5 million in payments to the relatives of the
40 Israeli dead. All 78 passengers on the plane, many recent
Russian olim (immigrants), were Killed by an errant Ukrainian
missile launched as part of a military exercise. The plane was
en route from Israel to Novosibirsk, Russia, when it was hit
over the Black Sea. Ukraine continues to negotiate a settle-
ment with Russia for relatives of the Russian citizens killed.

NCSJ aided the Israeli government’s negotiations with

Ukraine to help reach an equitable settlement.

New OSCE Chairman Takes Initiative on Anti-Semitism

n January 16, NCSJ commended

Bulgarian Foreign Minister Solomon
Passy, the new Chairman-in-Office of the
Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE) for 2004, for using
his first address before the OSCE Perma-
nent Council to underscore his commit-
ment and that of the OSCE to the forth-
coming OSCE Conference on Anti-Semit-
ism, April 28-29 in Berlin. The OSCE re-
gion includes Europe, the former Soviet
Union, and North America.

“Bulgaria has gone further than any
previous Chairmanship in highlighting the
issue of anti-Semitism so early in its
term,” NCSJ Chairman Dr. Robert J. Meth
noted.

In his January 15 opening address,

which traditionally outlines the priorities
of the incoming Chairman-in-Office, Dr.
Passy stated: “We all need to pursue fur-
ther OSCE objectives in combating ag-
gressive nationalism, racism, chauvin-
ism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, and oth-
er forms of discrimination. The main fo-
cus will fall on preparing the three major
forums: in Berlin on anti-Semitism, in
Brussels on tolerance and the fight
against racism, xenophobia and discrimi-
nation and in Paris on the relationship
between racist, xenophobic and anti-
Semitic propaganda on the Internet and
hate crimes.”

In a letter to Dr. Passy on January 2,
Dr. Meth, NCSJ President Dr. Joel M.
Schindler and NCSJ Executive Director

Mark B. Levin had welcomed him to the
Chairmanship. They stated, “The start of
your Chairmanship would be an ideal op-
portunity to encourage participating
states to cooperate fully with the Office
for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights. . . to restate the OSCE’s commit-
ment to fighting anti-Semitism, racism
and xenophobia; and to call on all partici-
pating states to send ministerial-level
delegations to the April 28-29 Berlin con-
ference, including representation from
education and interior ministries, law en-
forcement, and parliamentary leader-
ship.”

For more information, please visit
http://Berlin2004.org



Ukrainian Patriarch, NCSJ, Discuss Strategies
to Combat Anti-Semitism

At NCSJ, December 10: (l.-r.) Shai Franklin, NCSJ Director of
Governmental Relations; Lesley Weiss, NCSJ Director of Com-
munity Services and Cultural Affairs; His Beatitude Lubomyr;
Metropolitan Stephan Soroka of the Philadelphia Archdiocese
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church; Michael Sawkiw, President,
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America; Mark Levin, NCSJ

Executive Director

His Beatitude Lubomyr Huzar, Patriarch of
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, visited
NCSJ’s offices December 12 to discuss anti-
Semitism and issues of concern to Ukraine’s five
million Greek Catholics, the largest non-Orthodox
Church in Ukraine.

Metropolitan Stephan Soroka of
the Philadelphia Archdiocese of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church and
Michael Sawkiw, President of the
Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America, accompanied the Patri-
arch.

Stating his commitment to pro-
moting tolerance in Ukraine, His
Beatitude Lubomyr asked NCSJ and
the American Jewish community
for advice and assistance in fight-
ing anti-Semitism, promoting bet-
ter awareness of Jewish concerns,
and using education to promote
tolerance among Ukrainian Greek
Catholics and others. “We have to
live as real neighbors,” he stressed,
recalling the Soviet strategy of
alienating groups from each other
through miseducation and stereo-
typing.

“NCSJ looks forward to working
with the Patriarch and others to ed-
ucate for tolerance and advance
common goals,” said Levin.

Regarding the restitution of re-
ligious and communal property,
NCSJ and the Patriarch agreed on
the need for Ukrainian laws that
authorize the return of properties
seized during the Soviet period
without restricting the freedom of
minority faiths. During the Soviet
era, the Greek Catholic Church in
Ukraine was driven underground
or liquidated, and many of its fol-
lowers were Killed, imprisoned, or
exiled. The Ukrainian Greek Catho-
lic Church and the Jewish commu-
nity are both seeking to recover
former places of worship and com-
munity buildings.

The Patriarch reported on a
new independent entity being
formed with Greek Catholic, Ro-
man Catholic, Protestant, Jewish
and Muslim leaders in order to co-
ordinate efforts on restitution and
better represent minority faiths to
the government and to Ukrainian
society.
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