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NCSJ Spring Leadership Mission NCSJ Student Advocacy
to Russia, Ukraine and Latvia Program in Moscow, Russia

hairman Richard Stone and President Alexander rom March 23-30, 2009, Stanford University students
Smukler led a mission to Russia, Ukraine, and Latvial traveled to Moscow and joined with students from sev-
in May 20009. eral Russian universities for a program focused on advo-
The week-long mission, from May 17-24, was NCSJ'sacy and cross-cultural dialogue. The Student Advocacy
first visit to the region with its current Chairman and Presi-Program was developed and coordinated by NCSJ in col-
dent, both elected in December 2008 (see page 3). Itlaboration with Hillel at Stanford University and Moscow
provided an opportunity for NCSJ to assess the issuedillel. It is supported by the Koret Foundation, Taube Foun-
confronting the region’s Jewish communities, as well asdation for Jewish Life and Culture, and the Jewish Com-
to attend an international conference celebrating the 20th munity Endowment Fund of the Jewish Community Feder-
anniversary of the first open meetings of Soviet Jewishation of San Francisco the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma
activists in Riga, Latvia. Counties. The program was led by Lesley Weiss, NCSJ Di-
The delegation members included NCSJ Vice-Presidemector of Community Services and Cultural Affairs.
Allen Kronstadt, Executive Committee members Susan The Stanford and Moscow students were paired as
Green and Martin Goldstein, Greg Shtraks and NCSJ Exeommates, allowing them to informally interact and de-

ecutive Director Mark B. Levin. velop friendships with one another. Together, the students
met with Jewish community leaders, representatives of
MOSCOW, RUSSIA international Jewish organizations, and Russian, Ameri-

While Russia’s Jewish community is large and vibrantcan, and Israeli government officials. The major themes
there are concerns about rising levels of xenophobia, in-addressed during the week included Jewish religious and
tolerance, and anti-Semitism. In meetings with senior gov-organizational life, Jewish identity, anti-Semitism, and de-
ernment officials and Jewish community leaders, includ-mocracy-building.
ing Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, Israeli Am-
bassador Anna Azari, and U.S. Amb. John Beyrle, the del- i
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NCSJ leadership meets with new Russian Jewish Congress Pre®CSJ Student Advocacy Program participants and trip leaders in
dent Yuri Kanner (second from right) at the Choral Synagogue Red Square during a tour of Moscow
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Student leaders in Moscow met with government officials

Continued from page 1

MEETINGS WITH SENIO
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

The participants met with of- S
ficials at the Russian Foreign
Ministry, the U.S. Embassy, andF=
Israeli Cultural Center. The
also met with representatives
from the American Jewish Jointy
Distribution Committee, Euro-
Asian Jewish Congress, Fed
eration of Jewish Communities
of the CIS, Jewish Agency fo
Israel, Progressive Movement,
Russian Jewish Congress, ang
media representatives. A high-
light of the trip was the student’s visit NCSJ’'s ongoing mission to link Jew-(left, I.-r.) Student participants Julia
to the Moscow Jewish Children’s ish communities in the United States Greenberg, Lilly Gaydukova and Ekho
Home, where they donated toys and and the former Soviet Union, and to Moskvy presenter Alexei Venidiktov; (right,
books in Russian and Hebrew to the develop a new generation of activists. |--.) Rabbi Adolf Shayevich, Moscow par-
children. This is the fifth student mission since ticipant Galina Petrenko and RJC President

The project is an important part of the inception of the project. Yuri Kanner at the Choral Synagogue

NCSJ Spring Leadership Mission in Moscow and Kyiv

Continued from page 1 KYIV, UKRAINE Taylor, Israeli Ambassador to Ukraine
egation discussed these issues. They The delegation next visited Kyiv, Zina Kleitman, Acting Foreign Minister
also discussed current political, social where they met with experts and dis- Vladimir Khandogiy, and with officials
and economic conditions, and their im- cussed the political situation and its im- at the Ukrainian Ministry of Security. The
pact on Russia and its Jewish commu- pact on Ukraine’s Jewish communities. meeting included discussions on is-
nity. The delegation visited Babi Yar, the sues such as restitution, anti-Semitism,
While in Moscow, the delegation also infamous ravine outside the city where and U.S.-Ukraine relations.
met with Senator Mikhail Margelov, the Nazis executed 33,000 Jews in two

Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Com-days in 1941. RIGA, LATVIA
mittee of the Russian Federation Coun-  While in Kyiv, the delegation metwith  In Riga, the delegation met leading
cil (the upper house of Russia’s parlia- U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine William Continued on page 3

ment), as well as
Boris Shpigel, Fed-
eration Council
member and Chair-
man of the World
Congress of Rus-
sian Jewry. The
group’s Jewish
community leader-
ship briefings in-
cluded meetings
with Russian Jew-
ish Congress Presi-
dent Yuri Kanner,
and Chief Rabbi of
Russia Berel Lazar. (left) U.S. Amb. John Beyrle and NCSJ Chairman Richard Stone; (right) Babi Yar Memorlal in Kyiv, Ukraine
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NCSJ Board of Governors Holds Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C.

CSJ board members and represen-Russia, and the implications of a declin- them to identify with their Jewish heritage
tatives from Jewish organizations ing population. Feshbach explained that and roots. The conferences, she said,
and the diplomatic community convened Russia’s current population of 140 mil- which began in May 2006, have since
on December 10, 2008 for the annual lion may reach as low as 80 million by grown from 250 to over 1,500 partici-
meeting of the NCSJ Board of Governors 2050. Birth rates decreased by 50% from pants. Kahn showed clips of Limmud
1987 to 1999, and he predicts a demo- events in Ashkelon, Israel and in Yalta,
PASSING OF THE GAVEL graphic echo of this by 2012. Ukraine. She said that a U.S. event for
With the ceremonial passing of the  Feshbach also discussed tuberculo- Russian-speaking Jews is under consid-
gavel, NCSJ thanked outgoing Chairmansis in Russia. He said that 24,000 people eration.
Ed Robin and President Lesley Israel fordied last year out of 150,000 cases. He  JAFI North America Regional Director
their service and commitment, and wel- also remarked on trends in AIDS and Robin Levenston and Education Direc-
comed new Chairman Richard Stone and Hepatitis C, which have gestation periods tor Dina Roemer spoke about JAFI's edu-
new President Alexander “Sasha” of 10 to 15 years. Based on outbreaks in cational programs. Levenston discussed
Smukler. Ed Robin said, “Richard is athe 1990s, Feshbach predicts the death JAFI's mission to provide assistance and
person of great character and intellect, rate from these diseases will accelerate education to Israeli immigrants and at-
and we could not be more fortunate at and remain very high. risk youth. Roemer reported on a recent
NCSJ to have him as our Chairman going rise in participation in JAFI programs, even
forward.” NCSJ Executive Director MarkLIMMUD FSU, JAFI REPORTS as aliyah to Israel has decreased in re-
Levin commented, “Sasha brings a dis- Sandra Kahn co-founder of Limmud cent years. She also mentioned efforts
tinctive perspective to NCSJ; he was partFSU, reported on the conferences that to work with local organizations to ensure
of the refusenik movement and has bring together Jewish youth and, through the education and future of the next gen-
stayed engaged in the development of informal Jewish education, encourage eration in the FSU.
Russia’s Jewish communal
life. NCSJ will benefit fro
his unique experience.”

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Amb. Stephen Sestan
ovich stressed Russia’s
importance, pointing out
that it keeps returning to
the attention of American
policy makers. He dis- ( .
cussed the recurring (left, I.-r.) NCSJ’s incoming and outgoing Chairmen and PreS|dents Lesley Israel, Richard Stone, Ed
guestions in creating a Robin and Alexander Smukler; (right) Keynote speaker Amb. Stephen Sestanovich (Ron Sachs/CNP)

policy on Russia: what are the areas of

disagreements versus common interest,
and how best to balance them. Sestan-
ovich believes there is an essential need
for an American policy to address Rus-
sia and all the states in the region. Ac-
cording to Sestanovich, the policy needs
to be comprehensive and created jointly
with our European allies, because a policy
not based on careful collaboration will not
be effective.

DEMOGRAPHIC CRISIS IN RUSSIA
Dr. Murray Feshbach, senior scholar

with the Woodrow Wilson International

Center for Scholars, spoke about demo-

graphic and health challenges facing

NCSJ Spring Leadership Mission, cont’d

Continued from page 2 tion members discussed Jewish edu-

activists of the refusenik era at the cation, restitution, xenophobia, and anti-
international conference entitled "Jew- Semitism. The conference proved to be
ish in the Post-Soviet Space: Experi-an opportunity to look ahead to issues
ence, Problems, Achievements." Theconfronting Jewish communities in the re-
conference was dedicated to the 20th gion. NCSJ Chairman Richard Stone led
anniversary of the Jewish Round Tablea panel entitled “Israeli and International
(the first open gathering of Soviet Organizations: Concept and Practice,”
Jewry activists, which led to the for- which included representatives from the
mation of the VAAD), and was spon-Jewish Agency for Israel, American Jew-
sored by the Euro-Asian Jewish Conish Joint Distribution Committee, Hebrew
gress and Council of Jewish Commu-Immigrant Aid Society, NATIV, and ORT,
nities of Latvia. and examined operation of Jewish orga-
During their time in Riga, delega- nizations in the post-Soviet Union.



Presidents Medvedev and Obama to Meet in Moscow for Summit

I n February, at the 45th Munich Confer for the Strategic Arms Reduc-
ence on Security Policy, Vice Presidenttion Treaty (START), which ex
Joseph Biden said that, “It's time to press pires in December 2009.

the ‘reset button’ and to revisit the many NCSJ has been, and contin-
areas where we can and should be workingues to be in consultation with

together with Russia.” U.S. Secretary ofthe U.S. administration on is-
State Hillary Clinton presented Russian For-sues of concern to Russian
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov with a noveltyJewish communities. During
“reset button” at their meeting in March, the NCSJ leadership mission’s
further emphasizing the Obama meeting with Foreign Minister

administration’s message of a renewed re- Sergei Lavrov last month in
lationship with Russia. Moscow, Lavrov expressed (above) Presidents Medvedev and Obama will

In April, President Barack Obama met great hope for improving the re- meetin July; (below) NCSJ leadership mission
with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev inlationship between Russia and meets with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov in May

London. The first meeting between the two the United States.
presidents aimed to begin discussions on
nuclear disarmament and reshaping rela-
tions between Russia and the United States.
After the meeting, Obama said, "What | be-
lieve we've begun today is a very construc-
tive dialogue that will allow us to work on
issues of mutual interest." -
The presidents will meet again when AW ' | ' 7
President Obama travels to Moscow on July | ' |
6-8 for a U.S.-Russia summit. The main area
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ment, in hopes of creating a replacement
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