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NCSJ Weekly News Update ............
NEWS.....

WASHINGTON, D.C. March 30, 2007

TO: NCSJ Leadership and Interested Parties 

FROM: Edward B. Robin, Chairman
Lesley Israel, NCSJ President
Mark B. Levin, NCSJ Executive Director

In Brief: Passover Message

As Passover approaches, we reflect upon the suffering of the Jewish People during their bondage in Egypt, and we 
celebrate their exodus from captivity.  The holiday also calls to mind a more recent saga of struggle and deliverance - that 
of the Jews of the former Soviet Union.  After 70 years of persecution and oppression, hundreds of thousands have now 
found freedom in Israel and other lands.  Many others have remained in their homelands to take up a new struggle - the 
effort to reclaim their Jewish heritage.  NCSJ remains committed to help in this courageous effort, engaging with these 
determined communities as partners and advocates, to ensure their security and continued growth. In this week's update 
we have included a few stories about Passover in the FSU. We hope you enjoy them.

On behalf of ourselves and our friends around the world, we wish you a peaceful and happy holiday.  

If you have comments and/or questions about this week’s stories, please contact us at ncsj@ncsj.org.
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I. Russia

#1
‘Part Of The Problem’  
At UJA-Federation event, Kazakh Jewish leader accuses Putin of contributing to xenophobia.  
By Walter Ruby
NY Jewish Week, March 30, 2007

One of the most prominent Jews in the Former Soviet Union has accused the regime of President Vladimir 
Putin of contributing to xenophobia against minority groups in Russia and thereby endangering Jews in that 
country.

“There is a powerful wave of nationalism and xenophobia in Russia and the regime [of President Putin] is 
part of the problem, not part of the solution,” said Alexander Mashkevich, president of the Kazakhstan-
based Euro-Asian Jewish Congress (EAJC), in an interview with The Jewish Week here. The EAJC is a 
regional body affiliated with the World Jewish Congress, with representation from all the Jewish 
communities of the former Soviet Union, as well as those of such countries as Poland, Bulgaria, Australia, 
New Zealand, Japan, Singapore and India.



4

“If the Russian government is kicking Georgians and Azeris out of the country today, what might happen to 
other minorities tomorrow?” Mashkevich asked, referring to the fact that hundreds of Georgians were 
expelled from Moscow last year, apparently in retaliation for actions by Georgian President Mikheil 
Saakashvili that Russia considered unfriendly. Mashkevich stated, “We must speak out now — not only 
against anti-Semitism, which we carefully monitor in all the countries of the FSU, but against nationalism 
and xenophobia in general, in order to prevent the situation from deteriorating further.” Mashkevich said he 
is “determined to share [his] concern about rising xenophobia in Russia with the American Jewish 
community and the U.S. government.”

Mashkevich, 53, was in New York to receive the first-ever Global Leadership Award at the UJA-Federation 
of New York’s Russian Division Annual Gala. Feted at the March 25 event by Sen. Charles Schumer, UJA-
Federation CEO John Ruskay, Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations 
Executive Vice President Malcolm Hoenlein and Rabbi Arthur Schneier of the Appeal of Conscience 
Foundation, the Russian Division event also honored Gene Rachmansky, a Manhattan attorney who was 
one of the founders of the Russian Division’s Young Leadership group. It raised $500,000 for UJA-
Federation’s annual campaign.

“We consider such statements of Mr. Machkevitch absurd and being far from the reality,” said Vladimir 
Khlebnikov, a spokesman for the Russian Consulate in New York. “The measures which the Russian 
government undertakes in its fight against illegal immigration strictly correspond with the national and 
international law. These actions are not aimed against any particular nationality or ethnic group and are very 
similar to those which are undertaken by the U.S. government in its struggle against illegal immigration.”

An academic in Kyrgyzstan in Soviet times who went into the business world in the late 1980s and 
eventually became one of the three co-owners of Eurasia Group, a Kazakhstan-based company with 
interests in aluminum, chromium, coal, construction and banking, Mashkevich is worth an estimated $2 
billion, according to the 2006 Forbes survey of the world’s billionaires. A close confidante of Kazakh 
President Nursultan Nazerbayev, Mashkevich also holds Israeli citizenship, and spends much of his time 
airborne between Israel, Kazakhstan, Russia, Ukraine and other countries where he has either business 
interests or involvement in Jewish life.

In an interview with The Jewish Week, Mashkevich — a tall balding man with a mustache and an affable 
and unpretentious manner — confirmed his reputation as perhaps the most liberal of the Russian-Jewish 
oligarchs on a variety of religious and political issues. Mashkevich, who has sponsored several high-level 
Muslim-Jewish dialogues in the Kazakh capital of Astana under the patronage of Nazerbayev, a Muslim, 
said he “totally disagrees” with what he characterized as the position of Israeli Minister for Strategic Affairs 
Avigdor Lieberman that “Israel and the West are in a ‘war of civilizations’ with the Islamic world. I oppose 
that way of looking at the world because I believe it only plays into the hands of a small group of Islamic 
radicals. In reality those radicals are unrepresentative of the majority of Muslims, who have nothing against 
the Jews or the West. So we need to do much more to further dialogue between Jews and Muslims.”

Since its founding in 2003, EAJC has had an uneasy relationship with the Federation of Russian Jewry 
(FEOR), a Chabad-Lubavitch-affiliated body that is the most powerful Jewish umbrella organization in 
Russia and whose leading figure, Rabbi Berel Lazar, is recognized by the Putin government as Russia’s 
chief rabbi. Mashkevich said that while he “is very grateful for the magnificent work Chabad does all over 
the FSU, I oppose a monopoly on Judaism by Chabad or any other group. I think all trends within Judaism 
should have freedom to flourish in the FSU, including the Reform movement.”

While not directly criticizing the FEOR and another umbrella body, the Russian Jewish Congress (RJC), for 
being generally supportive of the policies of the Putin government, Mashkevich suggested that they, unlike 
the EAJC, have been intimidated from taking assertive stands against the Russian government when it 
moved in directions inimical to Jewish interests. “The EAJC can say things that FEOR cannot, because they 
live in Russia, whereas I am in Kazakhstan. For example, we strongly supported Israel in last summer’s 
Lebanon war, but FEOR and RJC were unable to do so. They always have to remember where they are 
living.”
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Asked about a speech Putin made last month in Munich in which he denounced the United States for 
allegedly seeking to “establish a unipolar world” under its hegemony, Mashkevich said, “It is well known that 
Russia is striving these days to become a world center of gravity. In my view, all major partners in the world 
should respect each other.” For his part, Machkevitch believes that “the role the United States and 
American Jewry have played in rebuilding FSU Jewry has been immense. We will never be able to repay 
the support we got from UJA-Federation and other American Jewish organizations going back to Soviet 
times. Nevertheless, today, when Jews in the FSU have more resources, we seek to build a more equal 
partnership with American and world Jewry than existed before.” 

Mashkevich said that the EAJC operates from the principle that “happy Jewish communities only exist in 
happy countries. Therefore, we stand up for the rights of all citizens, including Jews, and fight all forms of 
xenophobia, not only anti-Semitism.” 

Noting that in Moscow and Kiev “it is possible to buy the most aggressive forms of anti-Semitic literature,” 
Mashkevich said, “that should not be permitted and, in fact, is not permitted in Kazakhstan, where all forms 
of ethnic incitement are prohibited.”

Mashkevich seemed more concerned about the rise of ultra-nationalism and xenophobia in Russia and 
other FSU countries than about infringements on democracy in those countries, perhaps not surprising 
given that his patron, Nazerbayev, is widely considered to be an authoritarian figure, who has been accused 
by groups like Human Rights Watch of holding flawed elections and arbitrarily jailing and sometimes 
torturing opposition figures. Asked about this, Mashkevich smiled broadly and said in an ironic tone that 
“Kazakhstan is the most democratic of the so-called ‘Oriental democracies,’” a reference to the states of 
former Soviet Central Asia. 

Mashkevich was praised during the UJA-Federation dinner by Hoenlein, who called the EAJC leader “a 
friend and partner with whom we have worked on behalf of the Jews of many lands. [Mashkevich] turned 
the reversal of the Iron Curtain to the benefit of Jewish community.” Mark Levin, executive director of NCSJ 
(formerly the National Conference on Soviet Jewry), said of Mashkevich: “He is a visible and vocal advocate 
on behalf of Jewish populations throughout the FSU and a promoter of greater tolerance and understanding 
among different religious and ethnic groups.”

Levin added, “We certainly share Mashkevich’s concerns about the rise of nationalism and xenophobia in 
Russia.” 

Levin said his group has been assured by Russian government officials that they oppose trends toward 
ultra-nationalism, but added, “We want to see more concrete actions by the government; a combination of 
law enforcement and education. Right now the Russian government has a very serious problem.”

#2
Free matzah and learning in Moscow 
Russian umbrella group's outreach program providing free matzah and kosher wine with a lecture 
on the Passover traditions.
By Matt Siegel 
JTA, March 26, 2007 

MOSCOW — Many of the elderly Jews filling the pews of the Choral Synagogue here on an unseasonably 
warm afternoon come for the same reason that would have drawn them during Soviet times: matzah.

This year, however, 69-year-old Galina Gershuni is receiving something she unlikely would not have in 
those darker days: a history lesson with the unleavened Passover bread.
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"I learned about the marriage between God and the people of Israel," says the bright-eyed grandmother, 
peering out from beneath her flowery headscarf. "It touched my heart."

Matzah, long considered the life blood that sustained Soviet Jewry through the most difficult years of Soviet 
repression, for decades was the only visible symbol of Jewish life available in the Russian capital.

Throughout those years, the main Choral Synagogue was the one place the Soviet authorities would allow 
consistently to distribute matzah during Passover.

Now that the restrictions on Jewish life that once forced Russian Jews to consume matzah in the secrecy of 
their homes no longer exists, the Choral Synagogue is trying to revise its mission.

"The main problem is that most Jews aren't connected to the community at all," says community leader 
Artyem Vitkin, 27, echoing a complaint that has remained despite 16 years of religious freedom.

This second annual Meals For Pesach organized by KEROOR, the umbrella group for Russia's non-
chasidic Orthodox congregations, is aiming to change that with an outreach program providing free matzah 
and kosher wine combined with a lecture on the rituals and traditions of the holiday.

Before receiving one of the complimentary blue bags containing the wine and matzah, people hear a 10-
minute lecture about what Vitkin calls "the deeper meaning of the holiday."

The program, aimed at serving the entire community, seems significantly more successful among the older 
generation. Although a synagogue representative told JTA that 7 to10 percent of attendees are youth, the 
youngest people present at the lectures looked to be in their 40s.

David Yushuvaev, the shul's full-time rabbi, is ill, so Israeli Rabbi Mikhail Gitikh is delivering this year's 
lectures via a large movie screen placed on the dais.

Many of the elderly attendees chat among themselves as the smiling rabbi recounts the story of the Exodus, 
but some seem as rapt by Gitikh's talk as Gershuni.

For a people starved for decades both of a sense of community and knowledge of their own history, both 
reactions seem appropriate.

Once Gitikh completes his speech, a throng of teenage volunteers from the synagogue's religious school 
stream into the room, the blue bags slung around their arms, and begin the laborious process of checking 
everyone's name and ID card before handing out the gifts.

In keeping with the day's theme, 18-year-old volunteer Sarah Grushevskaya, a student of Judaica at the 
Russian State University for the Humanities, describes her mission as more than simply handing out free 
food.

"Helping people is the most important thing," she says. "I try to explain to them that Pesach is relevant to 
them and to their children."

These same boxes of matzah and wine given out for free during the Meals for Pesach programs are on sale 
for about $1.50 in the synagogue's shop for those who can afford it.

One wealthy patron of the community, who asked to remain anonymous, paid for the considerable cost of 
importing the 5,000 packages from Ukraine.
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The first day of the weeklong drive was a huge success. Nearly 1,400 people showed up, with lines already 
winding down the cobblestone street outside the synagogue before the building opened at 10 a.m. By mid-
afternoon of the second day, things appeared to be much the same.

This is good news for KEROOR, which saw a two-year lull in attendance at the Choral Synagogue while the 
building was undergoing a highly publicized renovation. Vitkin says things have pretty much returned to 
normal.

There is one problem, he notes.

"We're afraid we might not have enough matzah," he says. Vitkin adds, flashing a big smile, "But God 
knows what he is doing."

#3
Moscow making its own matzah 
With its new matzah bakery ramping up this Passover season, the Former Soviet Union's largest 
Jewish group hopes to gradually replace imported Israeli matzah with a domestic version, at a huge 
savings.
By Matt Siegel 
JTA, March 27, 2007

MOSCOW — If all goes according to plan for Russia's largest Jewish organization, it won't be long before 
Israel-baked matzah becomes a luxury item in the former Soviet Union — nice to look at but not really 
necessary.

With its new matzah bakery ramping up for this Passover season, the Chabad-led Federation of Jewish 
Communities is hoping to gradually replace imported Israeli matzah with a domestic product.

"Some people will always want matzah from Israel because they think it's somehow holier," said Rabbi 
Avraham Berkowitz, the FJC's executive director.

The group's effort to distribute more than 500,000 one-kilo boxes of matzah this Passover will cost more 
than $1.1 million. Considering that its own matzah is sold below cost or given away to those unable to afford 
the price of $1 per kilo — about 2 pounds — the FJC could enjoy massive savings if it's able to shift to 
mostly domestically produced matzah.

That potential for savings led Lev Leviev, the Soviet-born Israeli diamond mogul who serves as the FJC's 
president and main private donor, to open Russia's first industrial-scale matzah factory in the town of Istra, 
about an hour outside Moscow.

Still unnamed, the factory sits in a new building on one of the FJC's many regional campuses. Equipped 
with machinery imported from Israel, it's the largest matzah factory in Russia, but not the first.

Decades ago, when Jewish life was heavily suppressed by the communist regime, the Moscow Choral 
Synagogue operated a small matzah bakery in downtown Moscow. It stayed open even when thousands of 
Soviet Jews were being denied the right to emigrate and dozens were being sent to gulags for their activity 
in Jewish causes.

That bakery did not survive the economic freedoms of the post-Soviet era, when foreign Jewish donors 
made it more economical to import matzah than to make it closer to home.
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An earlier effort by the Congress of Jewish Religious Organizations and Communities of Russia, or 
KEROOR, the FJC's main rival in the FSU, to revive the Moscow bakery in a new location folded five years 
ago after only one year of production, due to high costs and poor quality.

As it has for the past few years, KEROOR will distribute 48 tons of matzah in Russia from a Kiev bakery 
backed by Rabbi Ya'akov Dov Bleich, one of Ukraine's chief rabbis. The Kiev bakery supplies four FSU 
countries with their matzah, which sells in Moscow for about $1.53 per kilo.

With the FJC's vastly superior funding, it hopes its new Moscow factory can succeed where previous efforts 
failed.

The new factory produced only 150 tons in the limited inaugural run since it opened in November, and 
another 350 tons will be imported from Israel. By next year, however, "we expect that number to be 
reversed," Berkowitz said.

Production costs in Israel are approximately 50 cents per kilo higher than in Russia, and additional costs are 
incurred in the complicated shipping process.

From Israel, the matzah is sent to port in either Moscow, Kiev, Odessa or Tashkent before heading to one 
of 26 regional hubs. From the hubs it goes to distribution centers in each town, many of which have only 
limited accessibility.

That adds a $1.50 premium for shipping to each box of Israeli matzah, compared with only 50 cents to $1 
per box of Russian matzah. If Berkowitz's 2008 projections are correct, it could be as much as $200,000 
cheaper to switch to locally made matzah.

One reason that a cost reduction would be so welcome is the sheer scale of the FJC's Passover distribution 
project. Jews from all regions congregate at central distribution centers to receive their matzah.

This year the FJC also has printed 50,000 Haggadahs and sent out 150,000 bottles of wine and grape juice. 
The group also has undertaken a massive advertising campaign that includes a billboard bearing the face of 
a smiling child who has come to be known as "the matzah boy," right in front of Red Square.

Chabad insists the factory is not intended as a business venture. The FJC says it's selling its matzah at 
cost.

Schneer Halpern, the Israel-born director of the Moscow bakery, sees the enterprise as a way to serve the 
community.

"That's the reason that the factory doesn't have a name," Halpern said, "because it's not a business."

Berkowitz says the business aspect is secondary.

"Logistically we are somewhat like a business," he said, "but with one big difference: We don't make any 
money."

JTA Correspondent Vladimir Matveyev in Kiev contributed to this report.

#4
Moscow school probes anti-Semitism 
JTA Brief, March 26, 2007
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Moscow State University is investigating its teaching standards and quality of life, amid student complaints 
of anti-Semitic and extremist views infiltrating the curriculum.

The investigation into the sociology department at one of Russia's most prestigious universities was 
sparked when a rare burst of grassroots organizing among the student body last week began to catch the 
media's attention.

 "The dean's office has distributed a brochure to all students which approvingly quotes the 'Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion,' blames Freemasons and Zionists for the world wars and claims that they control U.S. and 
British policy and the global financial system," a student group wrote in a public appeal. "Studying 
conditions at the department are unbearable."

 Sociology department Dean Vladimir Dobrenkov conceded that living conditions on campus were poor, but 
dismissed the student's allegations of anti-Semitic and xenophobic content in the curriculum as "full of hints, 
rumors and half-truths."

#5
Fresh desecrations in Russia
Jewish.ru, March 30, 2007

Fontanka.ru, a St. Petersburg-based Russian news service, reported on 3/30 that the Jewish 
Preobrazhenskiy cemetery in the Nevskiy district of St. Petersburg suffered anti-Semitic vandalism 
overnight.  Seven graves were painted with swastikas and the word "kaput" in Latin letters.  Police suspect 
local youths were responsible.  The same cemetery suffered repeated vandalism attacks in October 2005, 
when up to 120 graves were vandalized and damaged in two separate incidents.  Local authorities are 
investigating to determine if a criminal case should be opened. 

On the same day, up to 52 graves were reported vandalized in a non-denominational cemetery in the 
Gatchina district near St. Petersburg, without clear indication of anti-Semitic intent.

The Jewish Journal reported that the old Jewish cemetery in Kaliningrad was vandalized on 3/29.  A 
memorial plaque commemmorating victims of the Holocaust was vandalized with anti-Semitic insults and 
swastikas.  The formerly abandoned cemetery was restored several years earlier with international 
assistance. 

Translation by NCSJ

#6
Russian Religious Orgs To Get Back Property They Owned Before 1917
Itar-Tass, March 20, 2007

MOSCOW - Russian government is going to hand over to religious organizations the land and real estate 
that religious communities have controlled only on the terms of lease after the Bolshevik revolution of 1917.

The Russian Orthodox Church, the largest religious denomination in this country, accounts for the greater 
part of land and immovable assets. Considering the recent experience of the Church with various business 
ventures, however, many experts fear that endorsement of the new law will open up a new phase of its 
commercialization in detriment of spiritual affairs.

On the face of it, officials of the Russian Church give assurances that these apprehensions are groundless.
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A workgroup chaired by First Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev adopted a concept document that is 
supposed eventually to turn religious organizations into full-fledged owners of land and real estate, which 
they still use on the conditions of eternal and non-repayable rent.

Authors of the bill say at the same time religious organizations will not be able to claim back the sites and 
monuments included in the UNESCO lists of world cultural and historical heritage, like the famous St Basil's 
Cathedral on Red Square or the Moscow Kremlin cathedrals. All in all, Russia has twenty facilities falling 
into this category.

Territorial branches of the Federal Agency for Proprietary Relations will be obliged to place church claims to 
property on their official websites or in the general mass media. If one or another asset is claimed by more 
than one religious community, the bids will be taken to contests. Each confession will have to explain then 
why it thinks it has more rights to the asset than others.

In situations where religious organizations claim non-core assets, like buildings of parish schools or 
bakeries, they will have to provide grounds explaining their territorial, architectural or functional links to the 
one or another asset or facility. The Federal Agency for Property will do expert examination of the claims 
together with the Federal Agency for Culture and the Federal Service for Protection of Cultural Monuments, 
says the newspaper Versiya.

Novaya Gazeta newspaper says, on its part, "some government officials feel apprehensive about the scale 
the handing out of property may reach, should the Church apply more pressure /on the authorities/". It adds 
that another type of fears pertains to a possibility of the commercial use of property, once the Church 
regains control over it.

The Bolshevik revolution stripped religious organizations of huge property, including vast land areas. More 
specifically, the Russian Orthodox Church lost about 3 million hectares of land, the Moslem community -
about 200,000 hectares, the Buddhists - 50,000 hectares, and the Roman Catholic Church - several 
thousand hectares. The Soviet regime was gone back in 1991, but the problem of the status is still lingering.

According to Versiya, the Russian Orthodox Church has 208 monasteries, 235 convents, 12,665 parishes, 
and 4,926 Sunday schools at the moment. Other religious denominations are much smaller in terms of size 
and weight - more than 4,000 mosques, about 70 synagogues, and some 220 Roman Catholic parishes, of 
which one-third do not have their prayer buildings.

All in all, Russian religious organizations have about 20,000 facilities under their control. This is more than 
any leading monopolistic corporation could dream of at the moment here.

The floor space of church buildings varies from 5 square meters to 50,000 square meters, while the size of 
land plots stands between 0.3 hectares to 10 hectares. There has been no exact valuation of the land 
inventory so far, but before the Bolshevik revolution church lands totaled 7.5 million acres. With this figure in 
mind, consider the fact that a hectare of land in Moscow City costs from 6 million U.S. dollars to 7 million 
U.S. dollars. This means that after the new law takes full legal effect, church organizations will turn into the 
country's largest landowner, and their assets will then compare with the assets of largest Russian 
corporations.

Experts indicate that, theoretically speaking, the new law will make it possible for religious organizations to 
engage in commercial activity, should they decide to dispose of the property they have just received full 
ownership over.

That this may be an option was indicated about a month ago during the Days of Russian Spiritual Culture 
festival in Berlin. One of the events included in its program was an international investment forum, where 
the director of the center investment projects center of the Russian Orthodox Church, Yelena Shulgina said 
the Church might launch some construction projects. She even named a few sites in Moscow - an office 
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building on Pyatnitskaya Street in the city's downtown, an apartment block on Lazorevy Proyezd Street near 
the Botanical Gardens in the city's northeast, and some others.

But Ksenia Chernega, a law consultant at Moscow Patriarchate, told Novaya Gazeta that all the talk about 
Church endeavors to begin large-scale commercial activity on the lands it might get back is just absurd.

"Our bylaws strictly forbid the use of canonical property for purposes different from its direct functional 
designation," Chernega said. All the rules of Russian Orthodox organizations follow the same basic model 
and ban commercial use, leasing or sales of liturgical property, she indicated.

"Apart from laws, the Church also observe canons, and we have several canonical resolutions that plainly 
forbid the sales of liturgical property to third parties," Chernega said. "Such acts are regarded as blasphemy 
and the clerics committing them face canonical responsibility."

She also noted the absence of chances for the Church to exert impact on any development projects on the 
land it is supposed to get back from the state, because its acreage is too small.

In the meantime, officials of other religious denominations do not air categorical notes of denial as to the 
possibility of commercial operations with property. "We don't rule out we might use part of our premises for 
commercial purposes - as food stores, for instance, the replenish the budget of our Church," Zinovy Kogan, 
the chairman of the Congress of Jewish Religious Communities and Organizations of Russia told Versiya. 
"Running a synagogue is an expensive activity, and our parishioners are not at all wealthy." [emphasis, 
italics added - DS]

Sergei Ryakhovsky, the president of the Russian Union of Evangelical Christians, voiced an opinion much 
in the same vein. "To get more money for our budget, we might lease some of our premises - to foundations 
of some kind, for instance," he said.

The mechanism of church property restitutions has already been set into motion, says the portal 
NEWSru.com. It quotes Andrei Sebentsov, the deputy chairman of the Russian government' s commission 
for religious associations, as saying that "more than a hundred church buildings have transferred into 
ownership of the Russian Orthodox Church."

However, critics say the Church takes little care for preserving cultural heritage. NEWSru.com quotes 
Alexander Kobak, the executive director of the Academician Dmitry Likhachov international charity 
foundation, who says church organizations have removed arts experts and specialists of the highest 
degree, while clerics themselves are preoccupied with concern for the "impeccable evenness of walls". 
"State agencies have taken the side of pristine, shining and awesome church harmony and departed from 
the hard-earned European and Russian attitude towards protection of cultural heritage," he said.

#7
Rights Activists Warn NGOs May Have Difficulty In Meeting All Requirements Of New Law
Interfax, March 23, 2007

MOSCOW  - Human rights activists fear that the number of Russian non-governmental organizations may 
fall, since some of them will not be able to meet all the requirements of the new law on NGOs, with many 
facing difficulties in submitting reports on their activity and expenditures in 2006 to Rosregistratsiya before 
the April 15 deadline.

"Some organizations may fail to cope with the submission of their reports, because they do not have access 
to the necessary resources. This may lead to a decrease in the number of NGOs," Nina Tagankina, the 
executive director of the Moscow Helsinki Group, told Interfax on Friday.
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This may have a negative impact on the human rights situation in Russia, because the number of human 
rights organizations that freely help Russians may fall, she said. A special NGO consortium has been 
created to give legal assistance on accounting to Russian NGOs, Tagankina said.

"I think that only large organizations will be able to provide reports," Executive director of the Memorial 
human rights organization Tatyana Kasatkina told Interfax.

"For instance, we have been working day and night on accounting papers for a week. We do not understand 
what will happen to small organizations, because a lot of work has to be done," she said.

"We expect that the accounting process will be calm. The main thing is to provide documents on time. 
Should any issues emerge, they will be resolved during the working process," a high-ranking source in 
Rosregistratsiya told Interfax.

"This is a new accounting form and we realize it is difficult for some organizations; however, there is nothing 
deadly about it. I would not make fuss over it. We discussed the issue of accounting papers of Russian 
NGOs with the Russian Public Chamber; there was no fuss. Should there be any problems, we will resolve 
them in a calm manner," the source said.

Meanwhile, offices of foreign NGOs which were to be re-registered under the new NGO law, had difficulties 
last fall.

Offices of foreign NGOs were to submit re-registration papers to Rosregistratsiya before October 18, 2006. 
Offices of foreign NGOs that failed to re-register had their activity suspended from October 19, 2006.

Head of the Amnesty International Russian resource center Sergei Nikitin told Interfax last fall that the re-
registration procedure distracted NGOs from their main activity: the protection of human rights.

"It looks like a passport check in the Moscow metro," he said.

"Russian NGOs, unlike foreign ones, should not undergo the re- registration procedure: however, they will 
have to be involved in a lot of paperwork, including writing plans and reports. This will all be time-
consuming," Nikitin said.

#8
Moscow warns U.S. Iran policy may spark "clash of civilizations"
RIA Novosti, March 27, 2007

MOSCOW, March 27 (RIA Novosti) - Moscow urges the United States to avoid escalating tensions around 
Iran over its nuclear program as it could lead to a "clash of civilizations," the Foreign Ministry said Tuesday.

Washington has been pushing for tougher international sanctions against Iran, which it suspects of pursuing 
a nuclear weapons program. The UN Security Council passed a new resolution Saturday introducing further 
sanctions on Iran.

"The international community should not risk escalating the situation around Iran and should wait for the
U.S. to make a good-faith effort to normalize relations with Tehran," the Foreign Ministry said in a foreign 
policy review signed by the president.

The Russian ministry said the Iran crisis could have devastating consequences for relations between 
"civilizations," and then the U.S. would have to prove it is not preparing for a "clash of civilizations" by 
building up "Fortress America," separated from the rest of the world by two oceans and strict border 
controls.
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The term "clash of civilizations" is part of a theory that people of different cultures and religions will be 
involved in a post-Cold War conflict. Samuel P. Huntington popularized and expanded the term in his book 
The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order in 1996.

The Russian ministry said the U.S. was capable of reaching a compromise with Iran, and cited a visit by 
former Iranian President Mohammad Khatami to the U.S. in August.

"The trip of former Iranian President Khatami to the U.S. in August showed that dialogue between 
civilizations could become a useful channel for the Americans to establish contacts with Tehran," said the 
ministry review ordered by President Vladimir Putin in June.

Khatami was the most senior Iranian official to visit the U.S. outside the UN framework in more than two 
decades after the Islamic Revolution and the embassy hostage crisis in Iran.

Unlike the U.S., Russia, which is building a nuclear power plant in southern Iran, has opposed any tough 
sanctions against the Islamic Republic. Russian authorities have also been seriously alarmed by U.S. plans 
to deploy a missile shield in Central Europe to prevent possible strikes from Iran or North Korea.

In his outspoken address to the Munich security conference in February, President Putin said the U.S. 
missile defense plans could trigger a new arms race, and accused the U.S. of ignoring international law and 
imposing its own rules on other countries.

"We are seeing an increasing disregard for the fundamental principles of international law," Putin said, 
adding that Russia would amend its military strategy in response.

#9
From Ashes of Yukos, New Russian Oil Giant Emerges 
By Steven Lee Myers and Andrew E. Kramer
NY Times, March 27, 2007

MOSCOW, March 26 — Only a few visible traces of Yukos Oil remain in Nefteyugansk, a remote Siberian 
town so inseparable from Russia’s energy wealth that it has neft, or oil, in its name. Here and there, 
workers’ barracks, trucks and some aging equipment are still painted yellow and green, the color of Yukos’s 
logo.

The rest of what was once the most valuable subsidiary of the richest Russian company has new colors —
black and gold — and a new owner, Rosneft.

President Vladimir V. Putin’s Kremlin has turned Rosneft, the once-forlorn state oil company, into an energy 
giant almost entirely, as it were, by giving Yukos’s assets a new coat of paint. 

On Tuesday, a new phase in that effort begins with the auction of the company’s remaining assets following 
a declaration of bankruptcy forced by Rosneft.

The auction signals the final stage for Yukos, which is a few months from disappearing into Russia’s state 
energy industry, following a prosecutorial campaign that began nearly four years ago. 

The auction also represents another milestone in Mr. Putin’s campaign to bring Russia’s energy resources 
under state control. It is being conducted, critics say, in a familiar pattern of Kremlin machinations where a 
formal, public and ostensibly legal process is accompanied by secretive negotiations where the Kremlin 
calls the shots. “This is just an illusion, an imitation of process,” Mr. Putin’s former prime minister, Mikhail M. 
Kasyanov, said in an interview. 
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First on the auction block is Yukos’s nearly 10 percent share in Rosneft, being offered at a sharply 
discounted starting price of $7.5 billion, roughly 12 percent below its market value. 

Despite a late entry by BP, the winner is widely expected to be Rosneft, which is an organizer of the 
auction, as well as a bidder and the chief creditor, aside from the state. 

The man liquidating Yukos’s assets, Eduard K. Rebgun, has applied to join Rosneft’s board of directors. 

Christopher Weafer, chief analyst at Alfa Bank, said the outcome was virtually predetermined. He said the 
only way to prove that the true price of the Yukos assets had not been deflated to benefit Rosneft would be 
to hold “an open, fully transparent auction.”

Instead of that, Mr. Weafer said, the bidding is shaping up as a repeat of the wildly rigged auctions in the 
1990s that tycoons like Mr. Khodorkovsky used to buy up state property and put together companies like 
Yukos in exactly the sort of transactions Mr. Putin and his supporters have railed against.

“They have managed to restrict it to those whom they want to win,” Mr. Weafer said. “It is a tried and trusted 
mechanism that Yukos developed and wielded itself.”

The auction’s first round is planned for Tuesday in Yukos’s headquarters, a nearly abandoned glass and 
stone high-rise overlooking Moscow’s Paveletsky train station. Once, Mikhail B. Khodorkovsky, the former 
chairman who is now serving an eight-year prison sentence on charges of fraud and tax evasion that he 
disputed as politically motivated, had an office on the 17th floor.

Officials have described the process as a legal and fair, despite the criticisms. Mr. Rebgun has said the 
Yukos assets will be sold for about 30 percent less than their appraised value because they are distressed, 
in part because of the constraints of a court-ordered timeline to liquidate the property, the outstanding tax
claims and environmental complaints raised by the state.

Yukos, though diminished, still has license to 2.3 billion barrels of oil reserves, pumps about 400,000 barrels 
of oil per day and owns five refineries, a network of gas stations and large stakes in the Russian state 
energy companies, obtained through share swaps before the bankruptcy. 

Those remaining Yukos assets are estimated to be worth more than $22 billion, more or less what the state 
and the company’s creditors say they are owed.

Mr. Khodorkovsky’s bank, Bank Menatep, bought Yukos for $300 million in a 1996 auction, one of a series 
of so-called loans-for-shares auctions that were at the center of criticism of privatization in the Russia in the 
1990s. 

Rosneft became what it is today after acquiring a controlling 76.69 percent share in Yuganskneftegaz in a 
murky auction that followed the state’s prosecution of Yukos for tax evasion. That sale was once described 
by one of Mr. Putin’s advisers, now retired, as “the theft of the century.” 

The tax authorities seized it in lieu of back taxes against Yukos and auctioned it in December 2004 to an 
obscure company, Baikal Finans Group, for $9.35 billion, far below its market value, estimated at the time to 
be $14 billion to $22 billion.

Rosneft in turn bought the subsidiary three days later. At today’s energy prices, it is worth far more, perhaps 
more than $60 billion, according to energy analysts. The Siberian field supplies refineries now owned by 
Yukos. If Rosneft wins a bid for these assets, as expected, most of the former Yukos will be reunited under 
state control.
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Few doubt that Rosneft will win. In Russia’s politically supercharged energy industry, any other company 
wanting to bid would need a nod from the Kremlin first.

That explains why BP’s entry into the auction got a jaundiced reception from government critics. By Russian 
law, there must be at least two parties to an auction, and until BP entered the fray last week there was only 
Rosneft.

Just on Friday, the chief executive of BP, John Browne, and his designated successor at the company, 
Tony Hayward, met with Mr. Putin at the president’s summer home outside Moscow. A spokesman for BP, 
Robert Wine, said Monday that the meetings had been intended for Mr. Browne to introduce Mr. Hayward to 
Russian officials. He said he could not say whether the auction Tuesday was on the agenda.

On a recent excursion to Nefteyugansk that was organized by the company, Rosneft executives defended 
their management of the asset and the role of the state in business generally.

“We try to make sure our shareholders get the best dividends and value,” Sergei I. Kudryashov, Rosneft’s 
first vice president, said in a briefing for reporters. “There is no difference between us and any private 
companies, like BP or Exxon.”

He and others in Nefteyugansk highlighted the company’s investments since 2005 in a field that produces 
1.1 million barrels per day. They portrayed themselves as good corporate citizens compared to Yukos, 
paying taxes and spending money on new buildings, like a swimming pool for a city, with a population of 
114,000, that has few other public amenities.

“Since Day 1, we have had fruitful cooperation,” said Yuri Y. Alladin, the deputy mayor, whose boss, Sergei 
V. Burov, was an executive at Yukos and then at Rosneft in the subsidiary before being elected last year. “It 
wasn’t really stable cooperation before.”

#10
US concerned by repression of anti-Kremlin rally
AFP, March 26 2007

WASHINGTON -The United States Monday voiced concern at Russian riot police's suppression of an anti-
Kremlin rally in the city of Nizhny Novgorod, months ahead of key national elections.

"The reaction by local Russian authorities to the 'March of Dissenters' rally in Nizhniy Novgorod on March 
24 raises serious concerns about Russians' ability to exercise their rights to assembly, free speech, and 
peaceful protest," said Tom Casey, a State Department spokesman.

"More than a hundred political opposition activists were detained and a number reportedly beaten. 
Saturday's event is the third example in four months, following similar events in St. Petersburg and Moscow, 
of Russian government heavy-handedness and overreaction to a peaceful gathering of Russian citizens," 
Casey added.

"Our concerns are intensified by the difficulties that opposition political parties face in trying to register to 
participate in elections. We call upon all Russian authorities to respect fully international standards involving 
freedom of press, speech, and assembly," Casey said.

Hundreds of police bundled the marchers, who were defying a ban on protests to demonstrate against the 
political stranglehold of President Vladimir Putin, into prison vans that were driven away from central Gorky 
Square.
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As a helicopter buzzed overhead, riot police with batons, black helmets and shields then forced the 
remaining dozens of protestors, some of whom were chanting "Fascists!", to disperse.

Organisers said that dozens of activists had also been arrested ahead of the demonstration in Nizhny 
Novgorod, a 1.3-million strong regional centre some 380 kilometers (240 miles) east of Moscow that is 
Russia's fourth biggest city.

The rally was organized by The Other Russia, a movement that brings together a wide range of opposition 
groups and has held a series of rallies against Putin's leadership in recent months.

#11
Infighting Fractures Russian Opposition 
Kremlin's Democratic Foes Help Marginalize Themselves With Suspicions, Old Feuds
By Peter Finn, Washington Post Foreign Service
Washington Post, March 28, 2007

MOSCOW -- Russia's Republican Party, a small liberal grouping led by parliamentary deputy Vladimir 
Ryzhkov, ceased to exist last Friday after the country's Supreme Court upheld a decision by the Ministry of 
Justice not to re-register the party.

"The decision was absolutely predictable," said Ryzhkov, 41, a four-term deputy and lonely voice in 
parliament who has railed against the Kremlin's centralization of power. "Independent politics no longer 
exists. It's the Kremlin's decision who can participate in electoral politics. And our courts just rubber-stamp 
these decisions."

But even as the Kremlin works to marginalize its democratic opponents, however weak, they help the 
process along with infighting, ego clashes and fear of the Kremlin's ability to expunge what little official 
status they still enjoy.

The parties and movements that make up Russia's democratic opposition are numbingly numerous; among 
its major strands are old-line parties such as Yabloko and the Union of Right Forces, which were significant 
players in the 1990s; Ryzhkov's now-defunct Republican Party; and Other Russia, a diverse and 
pugnacious coalition whose main strategist is chess grandmaster Garry Kasparov.

They expend a lot of energy accusing each other of being Kremlin stooges or second-guessing who might 
join forces with the Kremlin at any given moment. "The problem is very bad personal and political relations 
between the parties, old conflicts and a deficit of will to be united," Ryzhkov said in an interview. "We need 
more courage and to take risks."

Electoral laws pushed through parliament last year by the pro-Kremlin United Russia party have forced 
more than half of Russia's 35 parties to disband.

The Republican Party, for instance, ceased to exist because it was unable to prove it had more than 50,000 
members nationally and branches in 45 regions each with more than 500 members, as required by a re-
registration law. The party insists it has 60,000 members and is growing, but the Justice Ministry said it 
counted only about 40,000. The Supreme Court agreed.

The Kremlin, according to party activists and political analysts, has positioned two parties -- the dominant 
United Russia and the newly created Fair Russia, ostensibly a rival to the other -- as the principal choices 
for Russian voters. Both parties, while sniping at each other about economic and social policy, pledge 
absolute loyalty to President Vladimir Putin.
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"It's an imitation democracy with the appearance of competition, but everything is controlled at the center," 
said Ryzhkov, who has no chance of returning to parliament unless another party takes him in. In 
December's national election, voters will cast ballots for a party, not individuals. The parties will appoint their 
legislative deputies.

Under electoral changes enacted last year, the threshold to enter parliament has been raised from 5 to 7 
percent of the overall vote, further increasing the pressure on smaller parties. To survive as an electoral 
force, they must unite under one banner. So far, that has proved impossible.

For the last year, Ryzhkov and Nikita Belykh, leader of the Union of Right Forces, have been discussing 
some form of unification. "They are very cautious because they are a registered party," Ryzhkov said, "and 
any registered party depends on the Kremlin, because the Kremlin can stop any party at any time."

In this month's regional elections, the Union of Right Forces was tossed from the ballot in five of 13 races it 
wanted to contest. Belykh charges that there was electoral fraud where the party did run.

Still, the Union of Right Forces is reluctant to expand its base by drawing in Ryzhkov and his followers. "We 
have to understand that unifying with Ryzhkov is not the unification of democratic forces," Belykh said. "If 
we just unify with him, it could mean that the Kremlin will give more money to Yabloko."

Belykh said he had hoped for a broad new political configuration that would bring in Yabloko as well as 
Ryzhkov and others. But old feuds interfere. Hopes that Yabloko leader Grigory Yavlinsky might reach 
some accord with Belykh, the party's new 31-year-old leader, have come to nothing.

"I've spent more than a year of my life communicating with" Yavlinsky, Belykh said. "He is a very 
complicated person. But I believe that despite his statements, the topic is not closed."

Yavlinsky was unavailable for an interview this week. But in interviews leading up to the March regional 
elections, Yavlinsky relentlessly attacked the Union of Right Forces.

It "is neither an opposition party nor a democratic party," Yavlinsky said last month in an interview with the 
newspaper Novye Izvestia. "I'd call it a neo-conservative, pro-government party."

Yavlinsky and Belykh will not join forces with Kasparov's Other Russia, saying they don't approve of the 
presence in the anti-Kremlin coalition of people they describe as radical nationalists and socialists.

Kasparov has attempted to galvanize a largely uninterested Russian public against what he calls Kremlin 
authoritarianism. His coalition has repeatedly attempted to hold demonstrations. It is routinely banned by 
the authorities and then violently suppressed when people show up on the street.

On Saturday, police in the central Russian city of Nizhny Novgorod broke up a demonstration supported by 
Other Russia, arresting dozens of people. Dozens more activists were prevented from entering the city 
center, and organizers of the march said two of their colleagues have been charged with disseminating 
terrorist literature.

Some young Yabloko and Union of Right Forces members have joined these marches, but Kasparov and 
his allies seem as contemptuous of their leadership as they are of the Kremlin. "If you don't understand that 
Yabloko and [the union] are not in opposition and are completely pro-Kremlin, then we have nothing to talk 
about," said Denis Belunov, a spokesman for Kasparov. Belunov said Kasparov was traveling and 
unavailable for an interview this week.

With its opponents squabbling among themselves, the Kremlin is reportedly teeing up its own liberal party, 
called Free Russia. Little known until recently, the party nonetheless sailed through the re-registration 
process last year. The party says it has 70,000 members in 55 regions, figures its foes question.
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Its leader is Mikhail Barshchevskiy, a lawyer and well-known media personality in Russia. He came aboard 
only in January. "It's a democratic and liberal party," said Barshchevskiy, 51, who said the party will appeal 
to intellectuals and the business elite who have lost interest in politics. He expressed hope also that the 
voters and ordinary members of Yabloko and the Union of Right Forces will join, but not the leaders.

The party has been dogged by charges that it is a Kremlin vehicle -- either to replace the Union of Right
Forces or to use it to siphon off enough of the liberal vote to keep that group out of parliament.

Free Russia could then become another dish on the "Kremlin's menu," as Nikolai Petrov, an analyst with the 
Carnegie Moscow Center, describes the spectrum of choice.

Barshchevskiy, who represents the Russian government at the Supreme and Constitutional courts, waves 
away such claims. He said the party will run in December and will criticize the government when necessary 
but without engaging in any "open struggle" with the Kremlin.

"When I hear things like 'Kremlin project,' I have a question: How could anyone make me play someone 
else's game?" Barshchevskiy asked. "Money? They don't have enough. Power? I don't need power. I hate 
it."

Barshchevskiy said the party may soon change its name to Civil Force because Free Russia -- following the 
pro-Putin United Russia and the pro-Putin Fair Russia -- sounds very much like more of the same.

Special correspondent Anna Masterova contributed to this report.

#12
Clandestine Optimism: Political parties pledge to avoid protest demonstrations
Kremlin requests parties to sign an Anti-Extremism Charter 
By Yelena Rudneva and Kira Latukhina
Vedomosti, March 29, 2007

The Presidential Administration is putting pressure on parties not to cooperate or interact with extremists. 
The talks are strictly confidential. Leaders of some parties wouldn't discuss the text of the document they 
signed; others deny its very existence.

The idea of writing and signing the document known as the Anti- Extremism Charter arose after President 
Vladimir Putin met with leaders of ten registered political parties in December 2006. The document was 
forwarded to political parties in January and signed by United Russia and Just Russia in February.

Sergei Ivanenko of Yabloko signed the document on Tuesday, March 27.

The text of the Anti-Extremism Charter was written in the Presidential Administration, according to one of 
the politicians whose signature is already on the document. It is the Presidential Administration that is 
discussing the matter with political parties.

The January version of the document proposed ensuring that election campaigns avoid "extremist 
statements or actions that could undermine sociopolitical stability and split society." It also called for no 
cooperation or interaction with organizations that "promote racism and ethnic superiority or incite religious 
and social hatred."

The political functionaries we approached for comments wouldn't say what they signed or why. United 
Russia came up with a laughable excuse, saying that it did not have the latest version of the document in 
question.
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"Yes, they want our consent but they withhold the final draft from us," an LDPR functionary said. Vasily 
Shestakov, leader of the Socialist United Party, admitted that he had never seen the document because he 
was away from Moscow but said he would sign it without a moment's hesitation anyway.

The Communists refuse to play along. It is the clause of the Charter that deals with inciting social hatred 
that annoys the Communists.

The Yabloko party turned down the January version of the document. It came up with its own version, but 
practically all Yabloko's proposals were ignored, Ivanenko complained. Yabloko functionaries take pride in 
the fact that it was Grigori Yavlinsky who had proposed such a document at the meeting with the president. 
"We proposed the idea in the first place, we even drew up some proposals. We cannot very well refuse to 
sign it now, can we?" Ivanenko said.

We managed to take a look at the latest version of the Anti- Extremism Charter. The Presidential 
Administration deigned to meet political parties halfway. It withdrew from the text all references to "social 
hatred" and to rejection of actions "that may undermine sociopolitical stability and split society."

Leaders of all ten parties who attended the meeting with Putin in December pledged to sign the document, 
according to a source close to the Presidential Administration.

A source in one of the parties says that the signatories would like to see the whole matter kept very quiet.

Dmitry Badovsky, deputy director of the Institute of Social Systems, ascribes activization of the process of 
signing to the Dissenter March scheduled to take place in Moscow on April 14. Its organizer (the Other 
Russia) would like to boost participation in the protest event, and the Anti-Extremism Charter will certainly 
prevent any liberals from joining the Dissenter March.

Anti-extremist legislation has been tightened noticeably over the past year. Putin signed amendments to the 
law on countering extremism in July 2006 and the list of what constitutes extremism was greatly expanded. 
The ban to "inciters of social, ethnic, and religious hatred" to run for elected positions at all levels came into 
force in December. On March 9, the Duma adopted an amendment that denies extremists seats in 
parliament.

Today, the Moscow Municipal Court will consider the case of the National Bolshevik Party that will probably 
be branded as extremist. The organization was banned eighteen months ago, after practically all of the Anti-
Extremism Charter signatories had cooperated with it to a greater or lesser extent.

Translated by A. Ignatkin

#13
Putin Ally Calls for President to Stay; Kremlin Says He'll Go 
By Henry Meyer
Bloomberg. March 30, 2007

President Vladimir Putin's ally Sergei Mironov called for Russia's constitution to be amended to allow Putin 
to serve a third consecutive term. A spokesman for the Kremlin said the president will step down as 
planned. 

``I suggest, in light of the millions of appeals from our citizens, we re-examine this rule to allow one person 
to occupy the presidential post for no more than three consecutive terms,'' Mironov, speaker of Russia's 
upper house of parliament, said in remarks broadcast on NTV television from Moscow today. 
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Dmitry Peskov, a spokesman for Putin, said that Mironov was expressing a ``personal'' view and that the 
Russian president will step down when his second term ends next year. 

Putin's approval rating is consistently above 70 percent in opinion polls. Russia is scheduled to hold a 
presidential election in March 2008 and Putin has repeatedly said he plans to step down, though the 54-
year-old former KGB colonel has said he intends to retain political influence after he leaves office. 

Mironov, who was re-elected as speaker of the upper house today, also proposed extending the presidential 
term to seven years from four. 

``We respect the thoughts of Mr. Mironov, he is an influential politician,'' Peskov said in a telephone 
interview. Putin has made it clear that ``the constitution won't be changed, he will leave office when his 
second term is over.'' 

Olga Khryshtanovskaya, a political analyst who has written a study of KGB officers in the Putin 
administration, said that the president could still stay in power. 

`Drama' 

``Everyone is playing their part in this drama and we don't know how it will end,'' she said. ``It's perfectly 
possible that at the workers' request, as in Soviet times, something will happen to destabilize the country 
and the president will take such a decision.'' 

Dmitry Medvedev and Sergei Ivanov, two allies of Putin who are first deputy prime ministers and come from 
the president's hometown of St. Petersburg, are most often mentioned in the Russian media as potential 
successors to Putin. 

Vladimir Priblylovsky, director of the Panorama political research institute, said that Putin may be tempted to 
change the constitution because his successor could assume all of the reins of power and sideline Putin. 

When former President Boris Yeltsin resigned Dec. 31, 1999, Putin inherited a government that had 
defaulted on $40 billion of debt and devalued the ruble 16 months earlier, wiping out the life savings of 
millions of people overnight and pushing the government to the edge of bankruptcy. 

Since then, the benchmark RTS stock index has climbed 1,000 percent; the average monthly wage has 
jumped fourfold to almost $400; the central bank has amassed more than $300 billion in reserves; and the 
government has set aside $88 billion in windfall oil cash to guard against budget shortfalls triggered by a fall 
in prices for energy, the country's biggest export. 

II. Ukraine, Belarus and the Baltics

#1
Ukraine memorial vandalized 
JTA Brief, March 30, 2007

A Holocaust memorial was vandalized in western Ukraine. The mass grave near the town of Lutsk was 
desecrated earlier this month, the local Jewish community reported Thursday. The monument was 
established in 1990 on the site of a Nazi wartime massacre of 25,000 Jews.

On March 18, local Jewish activists and representatives of a sister congregation from London visited the 
site and discovered that the fence along the perimeter of the memorial had been damaged, and some 
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remains of the victims had been unearthed and scattered around the site. Police are investigating, but no 
progress has been reported. 

#2
Yushchenko introduces bill on Holocaust, Holodomor denial
Interfax, March 29, 2007

KYIV - Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko has introduced a bill to the parliament making it a crime to 
deny the Holocaust and the Holodomor, the 1932-1933 famine in Ukraine that killed millions. 

The president said the bill is urgent and worthy of an extraordinary parliamentary session, the Ukrainian 
presidential press service reported on Wednesday. 

The bill defines the Holodomor and the Holocaust as acts of genocide against the Ukrainian and Jewish 
peoples respectively. 

#3
U.S. Deeply Concerned by Belarus' Intimidation of Its Citizens
State Department issues call for tolerance in advance of planned demonstration
By David Anthony Denny, USINFO Staff Writer
U.S. State Department, March 23, 2007

Washington -- The United States is "deeply concerned about ongoing intimidation" of Belarusian citizens by 
the government of Belarus, the State Department says.

Department spokesman Sean McCormack said that Belarusian political party leaders, members of 
nongovernmental organizations and young people plan a peaceful demonstration in the capital, Minsk, on 
March 25.  In a written statement March 23, McCormack urged the Belarusian regime "to allow its citizens to 
exercise their right to assemble peacefully and express their views without harassment or interference."  He 
added that it is essential that security forces exercise restraint against the demonstrators.

McCormack also expressed concern for the well-being of all prisoners held for political reasons and urged 
their immediate release.

The State Department announcement comes less than a month after the U.S. Treasury Department froze 
the financial assets of six Belarusian government officials and prohibited U.S. citizens from doing business 
with them as a result of their involvement in human rights abuses and political repression.

The United States took similar action against 10 other Belarusian officials, including President Alexander 
Lukashenko, in July 2006.  That action stemmed from a national election in March 2006 -- condemned by 
the European Union and the United States as fundamentally undemocratic -- that was followed by a 
government crackdown on Belarus' democratic opposition.

The State Department's report on human rights in Belarus, released in February 2007, stated that Belarus' 
government held "a fraudulent presidential election" in 2006.

"Throughout the election campaign and in the months afterward," according to the State Department, 
"opposition and civil society activists, including four domestic election observers and a former presidential 
candidate, were beaten, harassed, fined or imprisoned."

Since winning the presidency in 1994, Lukashenko "has systematically undermined the country's 
democratic institutions and concentrated power in the executive branch through authoritarian means, flawed 
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referenda, manipulated elections, and arbitrary decrees that undermine the rule of law," according to the 
report.

#4
In Baltics, teaching about Shoah sometimes touches raw nerves 
By Michael J. Jordan
JTA, March 30, 2007

VILNIUS, Lithuania — Inside the Vilnius Zveryno High School, the Lithuanian teens greet a guest to their 
Tolerance Center as they would a teacher — standing at attention. 

Striking Holocaust images painted by the teens cover the blackboard: mostly watercolors of Jews deported, 
torn from loved ones, trapped behind barbed wire. 

In the back of the classroom, a cabinet has become a permanent exhibit, its doors opened to reveal a 
miniature concentration camp built of wood, clay and paper. 

"We need to learn our country's history and what our ancestors did — it was very cruel," says Ruta 
Vastakaite, speaking, like her classmates, in near-flawless English. 

"Some thought they were better than the Jews," Linas Budrys adds, "and that Jews should have no rights." 

"Only when we know our own history can we prevent it from happening again," Ieva Kerzaite concludes. 

The words are an encoura ging sign considering that not a single student in the class is Jewish. That's not 
surprising in a country that before World War II was a center of Jewish life but which today has no more 
than 5,000 Jews. 

As in the neighboring Baltic states of Latvia and Estonia, Holocaust education in Lithuania is a tricky 
business. Not only were the Jewish populations in the Baltic countries decimated by the Nazis, many of 
their own countrymen took part in the killings.

Approximately 220,000 of the 250,000 Jews in Lithuania were killed, and 90,000 of 100,000 in Latvia. Only 
seven of the estimated 1,000 Jews survived the onslaught in Estonia. 

Teaching children about those atrocities may mean implicating their own grandparents and denting national 
pride that was allowed to grow only with independence 16 years ago. 

Critics charge that some in these small ex-Soviet republics tend to deal with this complexity with a form of 
Holocaust de nial: not denying the Holocaust per se, but rejecting local culpability and pinning blame 
entirely on the Germans. Indeed, in contrast to other European countries, no Baltic nation has ever 
imprisoned a local Nazi war criminal. 

"You have to be very savvy about the Holocaust education being taught," says Efraim Zuroff, director of the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center's Nazi-hunting office in Israel.

Five years ago the office launched "Operation Last Chance," which offers cash rewards for information 
leading to prosecutions of war criminals from the Baltics and other countries.

"Is local complicity an important component?" Zuroff asked. "Or are they engaging in Holocaust deflection, 
dealing only with the easier part — what Germany and the Nazis did?"

One more question can be added: Are the Vilnius Zveryno students the rule or the exception? 
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In Latvia, which has about 200 sites where Jews were killed, some youth a re in the dark about what 
happened or feel disconnected from it, says Gita Umanovska, executive director of the Riga Jewish 
community. 

"Maybe in their town of 3,000, 1,000 Jews were killed in the woods," Umanovska says. "Maybe they don't 
know, or don't want to know. They may feel it happened over there, but we're over here; it's not a part of my 
history, my town, my family." 

In some cases, the government isn't helping. 

President Vaira Vike-Freiberga has apologized for Latvian participation in the Nazi slaughter, but an official 
Latvian history book — produced in 2005 — described Salaspils, the country's main concentration camp, as 
a "corrective working camp." In reality, some 50,000 people were killed there. 

Complicating the picture is that while Lithuania, for example, had one of Europe's highest rates of 
collaboration with the Nazis, Yad Vashem has honored 693 Lithuanians as "Righteous Gentiles" among the 
more than 21,700 so recognized. From Latvia, 103 righteous have been identified; from Estonia, three. 

A memoir of more than 100 Lithuanian ghetto and camp survivors, "With a Needle in the Heart," cites 
countless instances of ordinary folks helping Jews.

In addition, the Baltic states endured their own wartime trauma: The Soviet "liberators" deported hundreds 
of thousands of people to Siberia, and executed or imprisoned many others. More attention to crimes 
against Jews might not resonate here, nor would puncturing these nations' own sense of victimization. 

The Holocaust itself was a taboo topic for a half-century. Soviet propaganda would refer generically to the 
"Soviet victims of fascism," never the "Jewish victims." 

Compared with Western countries like France and Austria, which took four decades to confront their past, 
"I'd say Holocaust education in the Baltics is moving in a positive direction, but the question is the speed
and intensity," says Rabbi Andrew Baker, director of international Jewish affairs for the American Jewish 
Committee. "One can understand, if you're talking about the Holocaust in general, there's little opposition —
the United Nations itself has recognized it. But when it comes closer to home, it increases sensitivity. 

"Here we are trying to peel back decades of history to address a problem never critically reviewed," he 
says. "It's difficult for people who see themselves as victims to imagine their grandparents may also have 
been perpetrators or bystanders." 

Nevertheless, once the Soviet regime crumbled, the Baltics joined fellow Eastern European countries in 
saying the right things: apologizing for the Holocaust and vowing to commemorate it, resolve issues like 
restitution and prosecute war criminals. 

Holocaust education essentially was a precondition for any country presenting itself as a decent, modern 
society with hopes of joining exclusive Western clubs like the European Union or NATO. 

The Baltic countries joined both organizations in 2004. But backing up words with action has lagged, 
leading some to question the sincerity of the mea culpas. 

When Council of Europe member nations declared their intention in 2000 to commemorate the Holocaust, 
Estonia, facing domestic resistance, designated Holocaust Day on Jan. 27, 2003 — not pegged to any date 
symbolizing local participation but to the liberation of Auschwitz.

Lithuanian officials, though, note that their Holocaust Day was created a decade earlier, before they learned 
they would join either institution. 



24

"We were doing this for ourselves because everybody knows what happened to the Jews here," says 
Rimantas Jokimaitis, a historian who is responsible for history textbooks in Lithuania's Education and 
Science Ministry. "I think we do a lot because it's impossible to discuss Lithuanian history without the 
Holocaust. It's a part of our history." 

The ministry also sponsors an annual writing competition for teens entitled "My Grandparents' Neighbor 
Was Jewish," and has compiled the best essays into books. It also provides some funding for the 46 
Tolerance Centers like the one at Vilnius Zveryno High School.

But these centers aren't located in every Lithuanian high school, and their activities are voluntary, held after 
school. 

Lithuania also has no specifically designed Holocaust-studies course. Instead, lessons are folded into the 
broader history curriculum for students in the fifth, 10th and 12th grades. 

Jokimaitis shows a visitor a history book for 16- and 17-year-olds. The Holocaust chapter starts with 
"Destruction of the Lithuanian Jewish Community." 

Subsections highlight telling anecdotes from the era: a Lithuanian police officer's letter to superiors 
explaining how they killed Jews; a police report questioning what to do about a priest who wouldn't let killers 
of Jews into his church; a newspaper advertisement proclaiming that Lithuanians who help Jews would 
share their fate. 

Yet the chapter runs just six pages. 

"It wasn't treated as something separate, just a part of history," Benjaminas Krumas, 23, recalls of his high 
school lessons in Kaunas, known to Jews as historic Kovno and home to a ghetto liquidated by the Nazis in 
1944. "Perhaps the teacher had her own point of view on it or was afraid to discuss it more. But we learned 
more about it from our grandparents." 

Indeed, history teachers like Arija Melaikiene play a pivotal role. Both the Ministry of Education and the 
Lithuanian Jewish community recommended the Tolerance Center that Melaikiene founded at Vilnius 
Zverynas. 

It was seven years ago that Melaikiene had an epiphany. She had assigned her students to draw up fami ly 
trees as a springboard to discussion of Lithuania's various regions and names, as well as other topics. 

One girl, by the name of Finkelsteinaite, turned in her assignment with half the tree lopped off. 

"Everyone had died in 1942 or '43," Melaikiene recalls. "At first I thought she was too lazy to draw a real 
family tree. Then I realized what had happened." 

It was cathartic, Melaikiene says.

"I decided that I hadn't been a very good teacher because I hadn't been paying attention to the most 
important facts," she says. 

That led to an immersion in Jewish history, Jewish contributions to Lithuanian culture, visits to Auschwitz 
and Yad Vashem — and a commitment to preach tolerance. 

Melaikiene speaks of three categories of Lithuanians during the Holocaust — those who killed, those who 
turned a blind eye and those who helped Jews in some way — but admits to treading carefully when 
broachin g the first two categories with students. 
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"I have to find a middle ground, talking about both good guys and bad guys," she says. "If there are some 
students who don't believe it, I don't want the other students to think badly of them because they're rejecting 
what I'm saying.

"I don't know whose grandfather did what, but I can guess: If there's a usually very active student, then we 
talk about the Holocaust and his activity disappears, I tell them, 'Don't hate your grandfather if he killed 
somebody because he's still your grandfather and you love him.' But if he killed someone, then it's a fact 
and we have to say this. It's a tragedy for that family." 

Others trying to connect with students are the Holocaust survivors themselves — like Kaunas-born Fania 
Brancovskaja-Jocheles, 84, who escaped the Vilnius ghetto alone. Her mother, father and sister were 
among 50 relatives killed. 

In recent years, Brancovskaja-Jocheles h as shared her story with classes in Lithuania. She also has 
traveled to Germany and Austria to recount her experiences. 

"I tell them not only who was killing us but who was saving us, which is why I also tell them to talk to their 
grandmother and grandfather," Brancovskaja-Jocheles says, pulling mementos from her shelves to show a 
visitor. 

"I don't want to threaten people, only for them to know the truth," she says. "Those who were killed cannot 
speak, so I must. And if you tell them from your heart, even in a little way it may go to their brain and help 
them prevent bad things from happening in the future." 

Despite such campaigns, observers say the Baltic countries remain prone to anti-Jewish eruptions, 
especially in the media or on the Internet. 

That's most evident in the torrent of vitriol unleashed amid stalled negotiations to return Jewish property or 
bring accused Nazi-era war criminals to justice. 

"Excluding the good efforts of hundreds of teachers and historians devoting their time to the memory of the 
Holocaust, the level of reaction and distrust is so great, I'm shocked by the reality 16 years after Lithuanian 
independence," says Emanuelis Zingeris, the lone Lithuanian Jewish parliamentarian, who is among the 
lobbyists for restitution. 

With the carrot of Western integration digested, the stick has vanished as well. 

Lacking that leverage, Jewish activists like Baker say they now rely on a network of Baltic politicians, 
historians and teachers like Melaikiene. 

Ultimately, though, there is no way to gauge if any of this Holocaust education "works." As Latvia's 
Umanovska says, "We have no special system to check it." 

#5
Conflicting stories of suffering complicate lives of Baltics' Jews
By Michael J. Jordan
JTA, March 30, 2007

VILNIUS, Lithuania — Sixteen years after slipping the Soviet yoke, nothing stirs the national soul in 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia like debates over the five decades of Soviet occupation, which Moscow kicked 
off by deporting hundreds of thousands to Siberia.

Even symbolic reminders serve as grist.
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In Estonia, lawmakers took steps in January to remove a Soviet monument from downtown Tallinn, the 
capital, that commemorates the 1944 liberation from Nazi forces.

That debate soon spilled over into Latvia, which revived discussion over removing its own Soviet 
monuments from the capital, Riga.

Latvian nationalist leaders wrote in an open letter that keeping the tributes "would be as unethical as to 
erect a monument to German ?liberators' in Israel." 

Some Russian lawmakers have responded with threats of sanctions against both states. One leader 
branded the monument controversy an effort to "rehabilitate Nazism."

And in Lithuania, Parliament in recent years has demanded compensation from Moscow for the families of 
those deported, and for 50 years of Soviet occupation. The bill: $20 billion.

On the margins of these tensions are 25,000 or so Jews living in these teenaged democracies.

Whereas many Baltic citizens viewed the invading Nazis as liberators and the postwar Soviet government 
as an occupier, for the fraction of Jews who survived the Holocaust, the Soviet Army were liberators — then 
became occupiers.

Thus many non-Jewish Lithuanians, Latvians and Estonians see their own Jewish populations, even today, 
as tied in with the hated Soviet occupiers. That limits sympathy for the atrocities committed against Jews.

"People here like to have their own tragedies, they like to be the victims," says Gita Umanovska, executive 
director of the Riga Jewish community. "But there doesn't exist here an understanding that the Holocaust 
was a tragedy of the whole society. They don't feel it's a part of their Latvian history."

In Lithuania, at least, one group aims to bridge these contrasting narratives by highlighting the tragedies 
endured by both Jews and the ethnic majorities.

"The problem exists that under these two occupations, two different peoples suffered differently, and two 
different historical memories were shaped," says Ronaldas Racinskas, executive director of the 
International Commission for the Evaluation of the Crimes of the Nazi and Soviet Occupation Regimes in 
Lithuania.

"We may not always agree on the facts or on the interpretation of those facts, but we want to find common 
ground between two Lithuanian groups — Lithuanian Jews and Lithuanian Lithuanians — because both are 
Lithuanian," he says.

But that is dangerous terrain. It inevitably leads to some people comparing, if not equating, the two, which is 
anathema to Jews who defend the uniqueness of the Holocaust.

Racinskas, though, says his group underscores the key distinctions: While the Nazis went after Jews as an 
entire ethnic and religious group, the Soviets were bent on eradicating certain classes, like aristocrats, 
landowners, farmers and intellectuals.

That included some Jews as well. Still, to Jews, Racinskas says, "the Soviets meant prison, the Nazis 
meant gas chambers."

Exploring the past has its pitfalls in a region of raw national sensitivities after a half-century in which the 
Soviets skewed or obscured history for propaganda purposes.
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And history here is far from black and white. In 1939, the Germans and Soviets signed the Molotov-
Ribbentrop non-aggression pact in which Berlin secretly ceded Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia to Moscow.

The Soviets occupied and annexed the small Baltic nations in 1939-40, executing, imprisoning or deporting 
tens of thousands of locals deemed "anti-Soviet elements."

Further blurring the lines are the facts that some Baltic locals embraced the Soviets and helped deport 
fellow countrymen; some local Jews were among the deported. And some Jews were in the Soviet Red 
Army and secret police, fueling a hatred of Jews in certain quarters that associated all Jews with the 
despised Soviets.

Thus, these small nations welcomed the German arrival in 1941.

"In their collective memory, the Nazis were less evil than the Soviets, looking at their personal experience 
and that of their families," Racinskas says.

Many young men in each country also joined police units that collaborated with the Nazis. According to 
historical accounts, they enthusiastically set upon local Jews.

In justifying this collaboration, Umanovska says, some assert a disproportionate role of Soviet forces who 
happened to be Jewish, rationalizing, "The Jews were with the Soviets, so when the Nazis came, people 
took revenge. Of course this is a normal reaction: If you kill my mother, I will kill your mother. There's always 
an excuse."

Later, when the Soviets returned to "liberate" the Baltics, they deported, executed and imprisoned hundreds 
of thousands more locals.

Of the approximately 10 million Baltic citizens, some 600,000 prisoners were exiled to the eastern 
hinterlands, according to the Genocide and Resistance Research Center of Lithuania, a swathe of humanity 
that touched and traumatized virtually every family.

The Latvian Jewish community itself has a club of Soviet World War II veterans.

In many cases, Baltic Jews today are not indigenous to the region but are children and grandchildren of the 
very Soviet forces who liberated these nations.

"So they keep quiet, yes," Umanovska says. "But nobody asks our opinion, either."

The scarring of the Lithuanian, Latvian and Estonian psyches remains, observers say, and seems to 
manifest itself in frequent diplomatic sparring with Russia.

These Baltic countries are now members of both the European Union and NATO, but they still keep a wary 
eye on their huge eastern neighbor.

Such focus on one's own trauma allows little compassion for another's. Yet Racinskas suggests the 
empathy deficit goes both ways.

"Oh my God, is it difficult to find that middle ground," he says. "Even if they recognize there's a wall of 
collective memory between the two communities, in their minds they still believe their memory is the truth."

Racinskas' commission, which recently published "The Persecution and Mass Murder of Lithuanian Jews 
During the Summer and Fall of 1941," has been criticized by both sides.

"Some Lithuanians says we are a commission of Jews, paid by Jews, protecting Jewish interests and 
almost part of a Jewish conspiracy," Racinskas says. "And some Jews say we're paying lip service for 
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Lithuanian PR or to whitewash the past. But as long as we're criticized by both, I think we're going the right 
way.

"Because," he adds, "we must break down this wall."

#6
Kyrgyzstan's Prime Minister Quits
Combined reports from AP, Reuters
Moscow Times, March 30, 2007

BISHKEK, Kyrgyzstan -- Kyrgyzstan's prime minister resigned Thursday after the president thwarted his 
attempt to dismiss several Cabinet ministers to placate the opposition. 

President Kurmanbek Bakiyev accepted Prime Minister Azim Isabekov's resignation and appointed the 
leader of the centrist Social Democratic Party, Almazbek Atambayev, as acting prime minister, his press 
office said. 

"We must be prudent and wise and prevent the country from destabilizing," Bakiyev said in a statement. "I 
hope this ... will yield positive results and will help stop tensions from escalating in society and will make 
those who want to grab power by any means think twice." 

Isabekov on Wednesday said he was firing the first deputy prime minister, along with the Cabinet's chief of 
staff and three ministers, and invited the opposition, which has been mounting pressure on Bakiyev, to 
nominate replacements. 

The opposition refused Isabekov's invitation, however, and Bakiyev said he would not approve the Cabinet 
firings. 

Thursday's development did little to satisfy the opposition's stronger radical wing, which rejected Bakiyev's 
proposal to form a unity government and renewed its call on him to resign and hold an early presidential 
election.
  
"Our position is clear. We don't intend to change our plans. Our main demand is early elections," said 
Azamat Kalman, a spokesman for opposition leader Felix Kulov. 

"We do not intend to put forward our candidates for the government. ... Atambayev's appointment has 
shown that the president is unpredictable. Atambayev has shown that he is just a political player." 

The parliament, packed with opposition lawmakers and supporters of both Atambayev and Kulov, still has to 
vote in Atambayev. 

Parliamentary officials said the chamber would discuss the appointment first in separate committees and 
only then vote on it, as early as Friday. 

Atambayev, who is a former industry minister, left the opposition several days ago, calling for dialogue with 
president. 

Isabekov, who was appointed just two months ago, has been a staunch Bakiyev loyalist, and it was not 
clear whether Wednesday's move and subsequent resignation was a sign of disagreement with Bakiyev. 

Isabekov's office said he resigned "for the sake of stability in Kyrgyzstan."

Bakiyev won a presidential election judged free and fair by international monitors by a landslide in 2005, but 
his opponents have accused him of failing to fight corruption and bring law and order to the country.


