
1

NCSJ WEEKLY UPDATE

NCSJ Weekly News Update ............
NEWS.....

WASHINGTON, D.C. May 18, 2007

TO: NCSJ Leadership and Interested Parties 

FROM: Edward B. Robin, Chairman
Lesley Israel, NCSJ President
Mark B. Levin, NCSJ Executive Director

In Brief: From Tragedy to Celebration

In this week's update there is a range of stories from historical and current tragedies to modern day triumphs.  Estonia 
and Russia continue to spar over the removal of a World War II memorial in Tallinn, a young Jewish man was 
murdered in St. Petersburg and the cause of death remains unclear, in Ukraine political instability casts a cloud of 
doubt and in the midst of this bad news comes an incredible celebration of the first new synagogue to be built in Tallinn 
in more than 60 years.

Some would argue that this is an atypical week in the former Soviet Union.  I would disagree and say that this is a very 
typical week; illustrating the range of issues that NCSJ works on over the days, weeks and months of any given year.  

The NCSJ Spring Leadership delegation to Russia, Ukraine and Estonia finished its mission on Thursday.  The group 
began the trip by making a solemn visit to the Babi Yar memorial in Kyiv where we laid a wreath in memory of the tens 
of thousands of Jews massacred by the Nazis.

In all three countries we met with senior government officials and community leaders.  In Russia, we had an open and 
straightforward conversation with Igor Ivanov, President Putin's National Security Advisor and in Ukraine and Estonia 
with their respective Foreign Ministers. The group met with additional government officials which we will detail in a 
future report. We were able to raise issues ranging from anti-Semitism and xenophobia in Russia to MAUP, communal 
property restitution and the return of Torahs in Ukraine.

This last issue was of particular concern to all parts of the Ukrainian Jewish community. We pressed the Ukrainian 
officials we met with to find an equitable solution. NCSJ will continue to work with the Jewish community and the 
Ukrainian government until the issue is resolved.

With best regards,

Mark Levin
Executive Director
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#1
Synagogue opens in Estonian capital
By Matt Siegel 
JTA, May 16, 2007 

Showing how times have changed for Estonia -- a country once declared "free of Jews" by the Nazis -- a 
synagogue has opened in the capital, Tallinn.

TALLINN, Estonia (JTA) – Amid a crowd of media, dignitaries and hundreds of local Jews, Tallinn opened 
its first shul since its original synagogue was destroyed in 1944 during a bombing raid against the fleeing 
Germans.

The May 16 opening here closed a chapter of Estonian history that began with World War II and finished 
with the collapse of the Soviet Union in the early 1990s.

"As you know, during the Soviet regime it was not possible to simply open synagogues," Foreign Minister 
Urmas Paet told JTA. "And in this sense it makes a very clear difference between how things are now in an 
Estonian democratic republic and how things were in the Soviet regime. So it's of course another sign of 
what it means to be an independent Estonian republic." The Tallinn synagogue, built in 1883, was not rebuilt 
following the country's occupation and subsequent absorption into the USSR in the wake of World War II.

Following Estonia's ascension into the European Union on May 1, 2004, Tallinn became one of the few 
European capitals without a synagogue. For Estonia, the only European country declared officially "Juden 
frei," literally "free of Jews," by the Nazis, the occasion was tinged with the solemnity of the past and hope 
for the future.

Estonian Chief Rabbi Shmuel Kot, beaming from the newly inaugurated bimah, declared triumphantly, "The 
last 70 years were a dream. This is morning. Good morning, Estonia."

Among the dignitaries on hand were Estonian President Toomas Hendrik Ilves and Prime Minister Andrus 
Ansip, Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Shimon Peres and Israel's Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Yona Metzger, who 
hung the mezuzah.

Also in attendance were representatives from many major worldwide Jewish organizations, including the 
executive committee of the Washington-based Jewish National Conference on Soviet Jewry. Committee 
members had high-level discussions with the Russian and Ukrainian governments.

"For us, being here illustrates the progress that's being made and helps to reinforce our mission," NCSJ 
Executive Director Mark Levin told JTA. "Usually we're representatives in advocacy, but today we're 
representatives in celebration."

Much of the funding for the synagogue, which cost approximately $2 million, was provided by two wealthy 
Chabad donors: the Rohr family of New York and Alexander Bronstein, a Russian oligarch of Estonian 
extraction who dedicated the shul to his mother.

Alexander Machkevich, the Kazakh oligarch who serves as chair of the Eurasian Jewish Congress, 
contributed an ornate silver menorah.

The day began solemnly with a memorial service amid the swaying birch trees surrounding the peaceful site 
of the Klooga concentration camp, where some 2,000 French and Czech Jews were murdered in advance 
of the Red Army's liberation of the tiny Baltic nation.

"They have said that the power of memory is always strong," said a somber Peres after laying a wreath on a 
recently constructed Holocaust memorial. "Maybe. But the power of memory is stronger than the power of 
understanding. We can't understand it, but we remember."
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The 1,000 Estonian Jews who were unable to flee into Russia were murdered during the first days of the 
German occupation, shot in the vast wooded expanses surrounding the ancient capital city.

The Beit Bella shul, as it will be known, is the brainchild of Kot, an emissary of the Chabad Lubavitch 
Orthodox group that dominates Jewish life in the vast majority of former Soviet republics. It contains 
Estonia's only kosher restaurant, as well as a mikvah.

Estonia has 3,500 Jews, the smallest population of any Baltic state, but Kot bristles at the suggestion that 
the size of his congregation belies the construction of the 180-seat synagogue, which Peres described as 
"not very large but full of taste."

"The new shul has only 180 places and now I'm very sorry about that," Kot said, "because I'm afraid in two 
years it won't be enough."

Hundreds of people gathered on the synagogue campus on a sunny day before overflowing onto the narrow 
street beyond its gates. When a group of local and visiting rabbis danced out the newly minted Torah scroll 
among the crowd, the mood was ecstatic.

Referring to a recent incident in nearby Ukraine in which the local government seized a Torah from the 
Jewish community, one guest remarked: "Perhaps if they could see what's going on out there they'd 
understand why we were so upset."

In a sign of just how far Estonia has moved toward the West from its former masters in Moscow, with whom 
the country is currently engaged in a major diplomatic row over the removal of a wartime monument to 
Soviet soldiers, the morning ceremony was conducted entirely in English while the afternoon event closed 
with the playing of the Estonian and Israeli national anthems.

Peres compared Estonia and Israel.

"We are small countries that must be great," he said. "We have to be as great as our dangers. We have to 
be as developed as our opportunities."

#2a
Belarus yeshiva may stay in Jewish hands 
JTA Brief, May 11, 2007

Belarus' threat to confiscate a historic yeshiva may be averted after a U.S.-based committee pledged to 
raise funds for necessary repairs.

The ad hoc committee, comprised of Agudath Israel of America, the American-Canadian Foundation for the 
Education and Welfare of Jews of the CIS and the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, conferred 
this week with Yuri Dorn, president of the Union of Religious Jewish Congregations in Belarus, about how to 
raise $20,000 for initial external repairs to the vacant, 200-year-old Volozhin Yeshiva.

Town authorities had insisted that renovations must begin this month or the municipality -- which had 
recently repatriated the building to the community -- would take it back.

"Today, we notified the authorities" in Volozhin of the formation of the committee, Dorn told JTA on Friday. 
He expected the town to halt legal processes aimed at confiscating the building.
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Full renovation is expected to cost more than $100,000. This would be undertaken later in the year if a plan 
for the building's use can be developed by Belarus' Jewish community together with international Jewish 
organizations.

#2b
Jewish teacher murdered in Russia 
JTA Brief, May 13, 2007

A Jewish teacher was murdered in St. Petersburg. Dmitriy Nikulinskiy, a teacher at the local Beit Habad 
school, was found stabbed to death near his apartment Saturday morning, said Pinchas Goldschmidt, one 
of Moscow's chief rabbis.

Goldschmidt said it was believed in the Jewish community that the murder was anti-Semitically motivated, 
as the body was found with multiple knife wounds, a trademark of local neo-Nazis.

Police have opened an investigation.

The incident follows the firebombing earlier this month of a synagogue in Saratov, a city in the Volga region.

#2c
Suspect held in Russian Jew's murder 
JTA Brief, May 14, 2007

St. Petersburg police arrested a suspect in the murder of a Jewish schoolteacher that authorities said was 
motivated by jealousy.

Dmitri Nikulinsky, 22, a teacher and biology student at a Chabad-run school, was stabbed to death Saturday 
in what some thought was an anti-Semitic attack. Berel Lazar, one of Russia's two chief rabbis, told Interfax 
on Sunday that "the information available for now breeds serious suspicions that the crime was ethnically 
motivated."

On Monday, St. Petersburg police detained Georgiy Kulik for the crime, citing jealousy, not anti-Semitism, 
as the motive.

Nikulinsky's mother found him outside his home Saturday morning; he had been stabbed repeatedly in the 
neck. Police told community leaders that Kulik, 26, had seen Nikulinsky escorting home Kulik's ex-girlfriend 
the preceding evening, and that he had returned to kill Nikulinsky in a jealous rage.

But community leaders are unconvinced. "I think it's still early to say that it's not an act of anti-Semitism or 
ethnically motivated violence," St. Petersburg's chief rabbi, Mendel Pevzner, told JTA on Monday. Police 
are scheduled to meet with St. Petersburg community leaders later Monday to discuss the case.
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#2d
Torah dedicated in Ukraine 
JTA Brief, May 15, 2007

A Reform congregation in Ukraine dedicated a new Torah scroll. The group in Feodosia, in the Crimea 
region, dedicated the scroll May 3. The Torah was donated by the U.S.-based Save a Torah foundation, 
which rescues Holocaust-era scrolls from Europe, and restores and distributes them to needy 
congregations around the world.

Rabbi Alexander Dukhovny, head of Ukraine's Reform, or Progressive community, says it is noteworthy that 
an Orthodox organization like Save a Torah was giving a Torah scroll to a Reform congregation. Ukraine's 
approximately 40 Reform congregations own 12 Torah scrolls; five are in Crimea.

Four more Torahs will be given to Ukrainian Reform congregations this week by a visiting delegation of 
Project Kesher, a joint American-FSU Jewish women's activist organization.

#2e
Women activists meet in Kiev
JTA Brief, May 15, 2007

More than 100 Jewish women from North America, Israel and the former Soviet Union opened a conference 
Tuesday on Jewish social activism in Kiev.

The conference is sponsored by Project Kesher, founded in 1989 to provide leadership training, Jewish 
education and social programming for Jewish women in the former Soviet Union. Project Kesher women's 
groups are now working in more than 150 communities to address domestic violence, human trafficking, 
women's health issues, anti-Semitism, and other forms of bigotry and intolerance in the region.

During the five-day gathering in Kiev and Simferopol, eight Torahs brought from North America will be 
presented to congregations in Ukraine and Russia.

#2f
Israel warns Ukraine on anti-Semitism 
JTA Brief, May 17, 2007

Israel's ambassador in Kiev said the activities of a Ukrainian university with a history of anti-Semitism could 
damage Ukrainian-Israeli relations.

Zina Kalai-Kleitman urged Ukraine on Wednesday to curb the anti-Semitic activities of MAUP, a private 
business-type school that in recent years has become the major source of anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli 
activity and publications in Ukraine.

"We want only positive dynamics in Israeli-Ukrainian relations, but this unhealthy issue can have a negative 
influence" on relations, Kalai-Kleitman told a news conferenece in Kiev.
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#3
The Cure for Chilling Words Could Be a Cooler Temper 
By C. J. Chivers 
New York Times, May 13, 2007

MUCH of Vladimir V. Putin’s second presidential term, which began in 2004, has been defined by his 
escalating opposition to American foreign policy and his revival of Russian influence.

With criticisms at turns withering and cogent, emotional and petulant, he has made his name in part by 
presenting himself as a counterweight to the United States and its policies abroad.

He has accused the United States of hypocrisy, arrogance, colonialism, military recklessness and 
adventurism, and of interfering with the internal affairs of other states.

So when he stood in Red Square last Wednesday, giving a Victory Day address in memory of soldiers who 
died defeating Nazi Germany, he sent some shivers across the West when he said this:

“The number of threats is not decreasing. They are only transforming and changing the guise. As during the 
Third Reich era, these new threats show the same contempt for human life and claims to world 
exclusiveness and diktat.”

Never before had he seemed to compare the United States to the Third Reich, even indirectly, which is 
what Sergei Markov, a political commentator close to the Kremlin, said he had done.

On Thursday, the foreign ministry told American diplomats that Mr. Putin did not have the United States in 
mind. American diplomats took that non-apology with a shrug, given the pace of Mr. Putin’s recent verbal 
attacks.

Lost in much of the din was a public address by a senior American diplomat on the same day.

Speaking in Berlin, Daniel Fried, the assistant secretary for European and Eurasian Affairs, presented his 
own analysis of Russia’s strained relations with much of the West, giving full recognition to the new tensions 
but counseling just the opposite of hysteria.

The opposing speeches offered glimpses, through very different frames, of how the two former foes are 
struggling to define the terms of their new relationship.

The current problems, Mr. Fried suggested, should be viewed through the lens of history, then managed 
methodically, a technique that could presumably dull the emotional edge of any bluster.

“Russia and the West have dealt with one another — sometimes well, more often uneasily — since at least 
Peter the Great,” Mr. Fried said.

He added that what was needed was sustained engagement, mixed with firmness, to try to help influence 
Russia during its “unfinished transformation.”

Mr. Fried also made clear that the West need not be fully impressed by Mr. Putin’s ambitious posturing. 
Russia remains in many ways underdeveloped and disconnected from Western values, he said, and should 
still be held to account.

“We do not want a weak Russia, but a strong Russia must be strong in 21st-century, not 19th-century, 
terms,” he said.

“A strong center is part of this healthy mix,” he added. “But a strong center in a state of weak institutions, is 
not.”



8

Mr. Fried also called on Europe to stand against Russia’s desire to continue to have influence over 
countries the Soviet Union once occupied, a reminder that even as Russia complains about what it calls 
interference in its own domestic affairs it openly supports separatists in Georgia and Moldova, and has tried 
to bully Ukraine and the Baltic states.

“We should not pay a price for cooperation, nor indulge Russia when it behaves as if a residual sphere of 
influence over its neighbors is its due,” he said.

The next round in the ongoing struggle begins next week, when Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice is 
scheduled to visit that country — in part to meet Mr. Putin and discuss the tensions between the two 
nations.

Ms. Rice told a Senate panel on Thursday that she was worried about Russia’s conduct both at home and 
abroad.

“It’s been a difficult period,” she said.

Just how difficult was clear in the amount of time Mr. Fried spent talking about it. In a speech that surveyed 
the world, with topics ranging from international terrorism to global warming, his call to calmly brace against 
Russia’s behavior took up more than a third of the time.

#4
U.S. relations with Russia have gone steadily downhill under Bush 
By Anne Gearan 
AP, May 12, 2007

President George W. Bush may have liked what he saw when he first peered into Vladimir Putin's soul 
nearly six years ago. Yet while Bush was looking away, the sunnier horizon he sought with Russia turned 
cloudy.

Testy, suspicious and defined by misunderstandings and perceived hurts, the relationship between the Cold 
War powers has worsened steadily on Bush's watch.

A worried Bush has dispatched Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice for fence-mending with Moscow this 
coming week, just three weeks after a similar mission by Defense Secretary Robert Gates. Bush also called 
Putin on Thursday. The two leaders are to meet next month in Germany, and Washington is trying to 
prevent a diplomatic disaster.

Putin is not sounding receptive to the Bush administration's message that the U.S. intends no harm to an 
increasingly restive Russia. On Wednesday, Putin made what many took as a veiled comparison between 
the global aspirations of the United States and Nazi Germany.

U.S. officials point to numerous areas of cooperation with Russia and insist that even a missile-tipped 
argument over U.S. defense plans in Europe does not signal the dawn of a new Cold War.

"On many things we have done very well, but the fact is that on some others it's been a difficult period," 
Rice said in Senate testimony Thursday. Rice said the relationship was complicated by a rollback in 
democratic reforms in Russia and the Putin government's treatment of nearby states.

"Pretty rocky," was the harsher assessment of Steven Pifer, a specialist on Russia and former Soviet states 
at the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
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It was not supposed to be this way, not with two leaders who seem to like one another, generally good 
economic times in both countries and converging interests in the fight against terrorism. Rice, Bush's 
longtime top foreign affairs adviser, is even a specialist on Russia and a fluent Russian speaker.

"I am sure that she is disappointed _ everybody on a senior level in the State Department is disappointed," 
said Soviet-born Dimitri Simes, president of the Nixon Center in Washington. "They have every right to be 
disappointed. I am quite disappointed myself."

Perhaps Rice, of all people, should have seen the deterioration coming. But she, like the rest of the 
administration, became preoccupied with terrorism after the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks and with the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq that followed.

The chumminess between Bush and Putin was regarded as a foreign policy bright spot, but the underlying 
relationship between the two countries was a relatively low priority.

"With everything going on in Iraq, with Iran, North Korea, at that level at some point you run out of time," 
Pifer said. "It's a question of bandwidth."

Russia and the U.S. talk past each other on the basic issues that divide them.

The U.S. looks at Putin's consolidation of power and sees a dangerous retrenchment on basic democratic 
principles. Russia tunes out the lecture from a world power it considers overbearing and hypocritical.

The U.S. is unnerved by Russia's growing energy wealth, its use of energy as a political cudgel and 
centralization of the once entrepreneurial energy sector. Russian leaders see their return ticket to world 
relevance.

In fact, on Saturday, the leaders of Russia, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan reached a landmark pipeline deal 
that will strengthen Moscow's control over Central Asia's energy export routes. The agreement sets back 
U.S. and European efforts to secure alternatives to Middle East oil and gas that would be independent from 
Russian influence.

The U.S. sees its plan to station missiles and interceptors at bases in Poland and the Czech Republic as a 
strategic bulwark against a potential threat from Iran, especially if Iran gains nuclear weapons. Russia sees 
the breaking of promises it thought it had exacted from the West and unacceptable U.S. encroachment on 
its doorstep.

As Putin enters what is probably the last year of his presidency, he has become more defiant of 
international pressure and more willing to challenge the U.S. and Europe.

"President Putin thinks the United States has been weakened by Iraq and that he has been strengthened by 
recent events and high-priced oil," former U.N. Ambassador Richard Holbrooke said. "He is trying to put 
Russia back on the international map."

The U.S. has tried to lower the temperature, in large part because it needs Russia's cooperation in 
international negotiations or confrontations with Iran and North Korea, and on the Israeli-Palestinian issue.

Russia is likely to cooperate only so far as it sees its own interests served.

"The whole idea going into the U.S.-Russian relationship in the early part of the administration is, how can 
two great powers work together on issues of mutual concern and common interest?" State Department 
spokesman Sean McCormack said.
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"That's still true, but also in great power relationships you are going to see differences. Where you are not 
compromising on principle you narrow those differences, and in some cases you need to agree to 
disagree."

EDITOR'S NOTE _ Anne Gearan covers diplomacy and foreign affairs for The Associated Press.

#5
Estonia acts to appease an angry Russia 
By Robert Anderson
Financial Times, May 12, 2007 

When Andrus Ansip, the Estonian premier, paid his respects at the statue of the Bronze Soldier in Tallinn on 
Tuesday, it was the first time the government had honoured the war memorial it regards as a symbol of 50 
years of Soviet occupation.

Mr Ansip's symbolic act of reconciliation followed the worst rioting since independence over the statue's 
removal from the city centre to a military cemetery. Protesters in Moscow also attacked Estonia's embassy 
and sabotaged state websites, and Russian companies diverted transit trade.

The crisis has demonstrated not only that integration between the Estonian and Russian-speaking 
communities is far from complete but also that the issue remains central to bilateral relations with Russia.

Estonia's Russian-speaking minority of 390,000 - 29 per cent of a population of 1.35m - dates from the 
Soviet era but now mostly regards itself as Estonian.

However, they have been denied citizenship, which gives the right to vote and work in the civil service, 
unless they pass a test in Estonian that many are unable or unwilling to take.

A little more than half the Russian-speaking community still does not have Estonian citizenship. Three-fifths 
of these are stateless, while the remainder have chosen Russian citizenship.

This powerlessness was visible in the memorial dispute. The statue became a battleground between the 
two main rightwing parties in the March general election. The fact the left-leaning Centre party, for which 
many ethnic Russians vote, was not included in the new governing coalition enabled the removal to take 
place.

"If Russian speakers could vote, this decision would never have been taken," says Vadim Poleshchuk of the 
Legal Information Centre for Human Rights, an ethnic Russian research and advice centre.

The rioting has forced the government to return to an issue it claimed was almost solved, though for now it 
is focusing on presentation rather than substance. For example, it is planning to provide more information in 
Russian to counteract the way ethnic Russians take their news from television stations across the border.

"We have to limit the influence of Russian media which we all know is not a free media," says Urman Paet, 
foreign minister.

Across the political spectrum there remains a consensus that the language test is essential to encourage 
ethnic Russians to make the effort. This in turn will guarantee Estonia's survival, demonstrate the minority's 
loyalty and speed integration. Politicians had been confident the remaining 120,000 stateless residents 
would inevitably choose to become citizens. Accession to the European Union in 2004 boosted 
naturalisation because it gave citizens the right to live and work in many states once denied to stateless 
residents.
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Yet progress has slowed. "There is no incentive to study Estonian," says Tatjana Jermakova, who had 
brought her 81-year-old father, a Soviet navy veteran, to the statue. "Everyone who is born here like me 
should have Estonian citizenship. This would be a stimulus to learn Estonian."

Estonia's booming economy will play a big role in integrating the communities, especially among the young. 
Though ethnic Russians complain about discrimination and have bigger social problems, there is little 
unemployment, except in the Russian-dominated industrial region around Narva.

This "Estonian miracle" might also make the politicians relax. "As Estonians become more self-confident 
you will see more and more pragmatic solutions that allow Russian culture to exist happily in Estonia," says 
a western ambassador.

Estonia's natural position as an entrepot between Russia and western Europe has been undermined by the 
dispute, and remains at the mercy of a resurgent Russia that exploits the minority in order to win more 
respect from its former republic.

"There are still a lot of Russian politicians that have not accepted that we are no longer under Russian 
influence," says Mr Paet. "They would like to change this."

Estonian politicians, unlike their counterparts in Lithuania, have always tried not to antagonise Russia, even 
as they got closer to the US and Nato. But even if they were prepared to make the gestures required for 
better relations with their neighbour, it remains doubtful in the current climate if they would be accepted.

#6
In Ukraine, a Friend of Russia Stages Sweeping Political Makeover 
By Marc Champion 
Wall Street Journal, May 15, 2007

KIEV, Ukraine -- Viktor Yanukovich, prime minister of this strategically important nation wedged between 
Russia and the West, has undergone one of the most extreme makeovers in global politics.

Just two years ago, the Russian-backed machine politician was a pariah in the West after he claimed victory 
in the 2004 presidential elections, which were marred by fraud and a brutal poisoning that left his opponent 
disfigured. Only the subsequent mass street protests of the so-called Orange Revolution forced him to 
accept a redo of the vote, which he lost.

Today, Mr. Yanukovich, 56 years old, is locked once more in a struggle for supremacy with the pro-Western 
Orange leader who beat him, President Viktor Yushchenko. But this time, the thousands of protesters 
occupying Kiev's Independence Square for the past month flew not orange, but the blue colors of Mr. 
Yanukovich's Party of the Regions, and the red and hot pink of his allies, the Communists and Socialists. 
They dispersed only when Mr. Yanukovich defused the crisis by agreeing to hold new elections -- for the 
second time in as many years -- after his rival dissolved parliament.

 With backing from a billionaire metals baron and political coaching from U.S. Sen. Bob Dole's former 
campaign strategist, Mr. Yanukovich was re-elected as prime minister last year. He has positioned himself 
as a champion of rule of law and democratic values, a visitor to Washington, Brussels and Davos, as well 
as Moscow.

Mr. Yanukovich's comeback is further evidence -- on top of the Gaza Strip, Iraq and Kyrgyzstan -- that the 
free elections encouraged by the U.S. don't guarantee winners who favor U.S. goals, or even Western-style 
democracy. Ukraine is adding a fresh twist to the lesson, as Mr. Yanukovich adopts the language and 
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institutions of democracy to shed the anti-Western and antidemocratic image that cost him the election 2½ 
years ago.

Gone is Mr. Yanukovich's bouffant hairdo, a favorite of Soviet apparatchiks. So too are the Russian advisers 
and televised meetings with President Vladimir Putin that characterized his 2004 election campaign, though 
the Russian lower house of parliament, or Duma, has issued two statements supporting him in the current 
power struggle. He says he wants to be the Ukrainian leader who starts membership talks with the 
European Union. He even polished his Ukrainian, which he now speaks in public instead of his first 
language, Russian.

"Time changes people, even Viktor Feodorovich Yanukovich," said Mr. Yushchenko, 53, in an interview. 
"But the test is in his decisions and actions," he added, accusing Mr. Yanukovich of trying to "usurp" power. 
Mr. Yanukovich declined to be interviewed for this story.

How far his makeover goes has implications far beyond Ukraine. This nation of 48 million is split by history 
and language, and remains divided over whether to embrace the West or Russia. Ukraine transports 80% of 
Russian natural-gas exports to the European Union, and is key to the energy security of the EU's $15 trillion 
economy. Moscow, increasingly authoritarian at home and assertive with its neighbors, sees Ukraine as 
vital to its own security, economic interests and regional influence.

Historically, eastern Ukraine -- Mr. Yanukovich's power base -- is closely linked to Russia, and most people 
in the region are native Russian speakers. President Yushchenko is stronger in predominantly Ukrainian-
speaking central and western Ukraine, which tilts toward Western Europe.

Crisis Begins

The current crisis began on April 2, when President Yushchenko dissolved Ukraine's parliament, or Rada, 
and called for early elections. He accused his old rival of engineering a creeping coup by coaxing legislators 
to defect from other parties to give Mr. Yanukovich the votes he needs to change the constitution. After a 
monthlong struggle for power in which Mr. Yushchenko fired three judges, Prime Minister Yanukovich 
earlier this month agreed to new elections. But the two men left it to parliament to negotiate a date, and last 
week Mr. Yushchenko said he would impose a date if none was settled soon, threatening a further 
showdown.

Opinion polls suggest the Party of the Regions will get the most votes, as it did last year. Yet Mr. 
Yushchenko's tough action in dissolving parliament and seizing back power is expected to bring some 
disillusioned Orange voters back to the fold, making the contest tight.

Both Viktors claim the legal high ground, but the moral clarity of the Orange Revolution era has dissipated. 
"I'm absolutely disappointed in the way things have turned out," said Vitaly Kutovenko, a 28-year-old 
banker, as he sipped a beer in the food court of the glitzy Globus mall beneath Independence Square, 
where Mr. Yanukovich's supporters were protesting. "Most people are."

Many Ukrainians were euphoric after the Orange Revolution and hoped it would end the corrupt autocracy 
that had ruled the country since it became independent of the former Soviet Union in 1991. Then-president 
Leonid Kuchma and his entourage of business "clans" had carved up the proceeds of privatization between 
them. When Mr. Yanukovich in November 2004 claimed victory in presidential elections later ruled 
fraudulent, hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians poured into the streets of Kiev, setting up camps of pup 
tents to protest in below-freezing temperatures.

Mr. Kuchma and his anointed candidate, Mr. Yanukovich, agreed to fresh elections, provided the 
constitution was changed to transfer some of the president's powers to parliament.

The shock of losing the rerun elections, which were held in December 2004, hit Mr. Yanukovich hard, 
according to advisers and friends. He found himself in opposition for the first time in his political career and 
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has said his children had to flee the country to escape harassment. In the past, Ukrainians in opposition had 
suffered media blackouts, arbitrary prosecution, a suspiciously high rate of fatal accidents, one murder by 
decapitation and, in Mr. Yushchenko's case, dioxin poisoning.

That poisoning turned Mr. Yushchenko's face into a mask of pustules and made him sick. In the interview, 
he said the effects of the poisoning reached their peak at the beginning of 2006 and required constant 
treatment. That was a full year after he took office as president, a lost period in which economic growth 
collapsed as the Orange leaders fought among themselves.

Energy and Ruthlessness

Mr. Yushchenko, now revived and showing a new energy and ruthlessness, said he knows who poisoned 
him, though he won't name names. He said he expects prosecutors to bring charges soon.

Mr. Yanukovich, for his part, says a year in opposition -- he published a book with that title -- taught him the 
value of a free press and tolerant democracy. "He really took it deep into his conscience that he needs to 
understand what happened [in the Orange Revolution], and what should be changed in his own mentality," 
said Konstantin Gryshchenko, a former Ukrainian foreign minister and now a foreign-affairs adviser to Mr. 
Yanukovich.

It isn't the first time the former engineer has reinvented himself. Growing up near Donetsk in eastern 
Ukraine, Mr. Yanukovich lost his mother at a young age and was brought up by his grandmother. He ran 
wild and landed in jail twice for assault convictions in his late teens.

Out of jail, Mr. Yanukovich was taken under the wing of former Soviet astronaut Georgi Beregovoi. He 
began a rapid rise in the tough world of post-Soviet politics, becoming governor of the Donetsk region in 
1997 and prime minister in 2002, before the Orange Revolution cut him short.

Yet he was by no means washed up politically after his electoral defeat. His rock-solid support in the east 
won him 44% of the vote in the 2004 presidential election. Things brightened dramatically for him in 
September 2005, after the president fired his prime minister, Yulia Tymoshenko, breaking up the Orange 
coalition.

As Mr. Yanukovich prepared for parliamentary elections due the following spring, one of his key backers --
Rinat Akhmetov, a billionaire metals magnate from Donetsk -- recommended he hire Paul Manafort, who 
had worked on then-Sen. Dole's 1996 presidential campaign. Mr. Manafort, now a prominent Washington 
lobbyist, had been advising Mr. Akhmetov as he explored taking his business, SCM Holdings, public on 
Western financial markets.

With another election fast approaching, Mr. Manafort declined in an interview to talk about the specifics of 
the campaign advice he gave Mr. Yanukovich. But according to people involved in the Party of the Regions' 
campaign in spring 2006, Mr. Manafort advised on such basics as how to target and appeal to voters. He 
also produced a slick campaign film and coached Mr. Yanukovich on his presentation.

"This is a person who is now his own man for his own time," said Mr. Manafort, noting that in 2004 Mr. 
Yanukovich served under an all-powerful president, Mr. Kuchma, and had limited latitude. "His vision is to 
have a relationship with Ukraine's historic neighbors, while integrating with the West over the longer term. 
Like Nixon to China, he's the only national leader who can do that."

New Openness

The makeover has affected more than Mr. Yanukovich's campaign style. Ambassadors in Kiev say that 
during his previous stint as prime minister, he shied away from contact with foreign diplomats and the 
media. Now he invites briefings and questions, speaking Ukrainian even when addressed in Russian. He 
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pushed through legislation to take Ukraine into the World Trade Organization, and has promised to pursue a 
free-trade agreement with the European Union.

In one example of his new openness, he invited eight local journalists to his home this past March. He 
talked about how he used to race cars until 1999 -- his favorite was a three-liter Ford Escort -- and about 
meeting his wife when she dropped a brick on her foot making deliveries to a factory. They even discussed 
his two spells in jail, a taboo subject the media were once banned from discussing.

"We were wrong not to talk about that," said Hanna Herman, Mr. Yanukovich's communications chief. "He 
didn't go to jail because he was a terrible criminal, but because he was a young kid on the street with no 
parents."

Yet some things abut the prime minister may not have changed. A report released last month by the Council 
of Europe, the Continent's human-rights watchdog, noted growing complaints of arbitrary police raids and 
harassment of journalists since Mr. Yanukovich's coalition government took power. It also noted the 
reinstatement of discredited old-regime officials, such as the head of the Central Election Commission, who 
oversaw and approved the fraudulent 2004 presidential vote. Mr. Yanukovich didn't address the report's 
criticisms, but praised the resolution to which the report was attached, which called for Ukraine's 
constitutional court to decide whether Mr. Yushchenko's dissolution of parliament was legal.

Initially, Mr. Yanukovich didn't have enough allies to form a government after last spring's elections, when 
the Party of the Regions became the largest in Parliament. But as the Orange faction squabbled, a key 
coalition member, the Socialist Party, defected. Orange politicians have alleged Mr. Yanukovich's backers 
paid the Socialists $300 million to switch sides. Both he and the Socialists say no money changed hands.

After taking office last August, Mr. Yanukovich began to tussle with the president over important powers that 
weren't transferred under the 2004 deal. He quickly reversed Mr. Yushchenko's policy on the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, halting Ukraine's efforts to join the Western military alliance. In January, he pushed 
through a law stripping the president of his right to appoint the prime minister, foreign minister and defense 
minister, as well as regional governors.

Last Straw

For Mr. Yushchenko, the last straw came in March, when 21 legislators defected to Mr. Yanukovich from the 
president's Our Ukraine party and Ms. Tymoshenko's bloc. Many were businessmen, in a political system 
where all parties sell parliamentary seats to businessmen who want protection and access to the sale of 
state assets. The new blood brought Mr. Yanukovich closer to the 301 votes he needs in the 450-seat 
parliament to override presidential vetoes or amend the constitution.

Accepting the defectors "was a mistake," says Taras Chornovil, a legislator who ran Mr. Yanukovich's 
doomed campaign for the 2004 presidential rerun, and whose father -- an opposition leader -- died in a 
suspicious car crash in 1999. "We should have known how Yushchenko would react," he said.

Mr. Yushchenko dissolved parliament, alleging that the defectors were bribed, and re-formed the Orange 
coalition with Ms. Tymoshenko. Mr. Yanukovich declared the move illegal and called thousands of 
supporters into the streets. "We can't have a president who breaks the constitution," said one of them, 
Leonid Yermuraki, a 49-year-old veteran of the Soviet war in Afghanistan. "The president only represents 
one part of the country, his people in the west."

Mr. Yermuraki was the leader of Camp Feodosiya, a group of tents just opposite the government building in 
Kiev. He had 63 people here on rotation from the eponymous coastal town in Crimea, a fiercely pro-Russia 
area of Ukraine. Food, medical care, flags and matching raincoats were centrally provided, he said proudly. 
Each morning, his charges joined thousands to march down to Independence Square to listen to speeches 
and pop music.
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Most of the protesters have since gone home, but in their echoes of the Orange protests, they helped Mr. 
Yanukovich's makeover. The Party of the Regions was "deeply wounded when the people threw them out" 
and needed to have its own version of the Orange Revolution, said Vladislav Kaskiv, leader of the Pora 
youth movement, which played a central role in the 2004 protests. He's heartened that people like Mr. 
Yanukovich now feel the need to pursue politics in public, rather than in the dark as before 2004.

"My mistake was thinking the Orange Revolution could sweep out all these business clans at once," said 
Mr. Kaskiv. "I was wrong. It's going to be an evolution."

#7
Diplomatic Frenzy As New Cold War Looms 
By Pavel Felgenhauer
Eurasia Daily Monitor, May 16, 2007

This week U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, en route to Moscow, told journalists that Russo-
American relations are "not easy," but that the tensions do not amount to a new Cold War (AP, RIA-Novosti, 
May 14).

During the Cold War era there were times of acute tension between East and West, and times of mutual 
détente, when relations were seemingly better than today. Rice's rejection of a "new Cold War" is mostly 
semantic in nature and a good starting point for future academic discussions: Was the original Cold War a 
unique event in human history or could it be replayed in other circumstances? Currently, there is an acute 
crisis in relations between Russia and the Euro-Atlantic community. This crisis is rapidly spreading, 
encompassing additional issues, while attempts to defuse the tension do not work.

Rice came to Russia to discuss proposed U.S. missile defense deployments in Europe, independence for 
Kosovo, Moscow's decision to halt compliance with provisions of the 1990 Conventional Forces in Europe 
(CFE) treaty, Iran's nuclear program, and the clampdown on democracy in Russia. As Rice was in Moscow, 
German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier also arrived on an unscheduled visit. Germany currently 
holds the rotating presidency of the EU and is trying to salvage the Russo-EU summit planned for Friday, 
May 18, near Samara on the Volga River (RIA-Novosti, May 15).

In addition to missile defense, CFE, democracy in Russia, and Kosovo independence, Steinmeier intends to 
discuss specific Russo-EU conflicts: Russia's two-year ban on meat and plant imports from Poland; 
Lithuania's complaint that Russia has cut off supplies to its oil refinery; Russia's plans to drastically cut 
timber exports that have upset Finland, and the conflict with Estonia over the relocation of a Soviet-era 
World War II monument from central Tallinn. On Tuesday, May 15 Moscow announced that it plans to build 
a nuclear reactor and research center in Burma -- a state run by a ruthless military dictatorship that is an 
international outcast (Itar-Tass, May 15). This latest move may also strain relations.

At previous summits, the EU and Russia have regularly issued joint declarations to underline areas of 
agreement. Today negotiations on a new Russo-EU strategic partnership agreement are frozen and the EU 
Commission is talking of postponing Russia's long-sought WTO membership. Germany -- Russia's closest 
ally in Europe for many years -- is scrambling to prevent the Samara summit from degenerating into an 
open public fray.

Russia's present confrontation with the West, unlike the Cold War standoff, covers not only military and 
political issues, but also economic and financial ones. During the Cold War Russo-U.S. summits were grand 
events that centered on nuclear arms control and often effectively defused East-West tensions on many 
issues. Nowadays summits are not that effective. Attempts to solve problems the old way -- by trying to 
revitalize Russo-U.S. nuclear arms control -- do not help to clear other obstacles.
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The joint visits to Moscow by Rice and Steinmeier did not and could not do much. At least everyone, 
including the Russians, put on a brave face and pretended that it is still business as usual and that the 
problems between Russia and the West are not as bad as they are.

Separately the United States and the EU cannot bridge the present East-West rift. The EU cannot do much 
about planed U.S. missile defense deployments in Europe. Nor is Washington too concerned about Russian 
plans to scrap CFE, since the Pentagon has installed a superb intelligence-gathering network that gives it 
more information about the Russian military than the CFE confidence-building regime of notification and 
onsite inspection. Of course, the Pentagon does not share much of its intelligence with European allies. 
European states have been shocked by the apparent sudden end of CFE, while Washington is much more 
concerned about Iraq, Iran, and the situation in, say, Georgia.

Last week in Brussels Russia's chief of the General Staff, General Yuri Baluyevsky, told NATO generals the 
Russian Defense and Foreign Ministry lawyers are working on ways to implement President Vladimir Putin's 
declaration of a "moratorium" on CFE observance (RIA-Novosti, May 10). In fact Russian diplomats say 
openly that Putin's CFE "moratorium" is a legal impossibility and only a formal abrogation is possible (see 
EDM, May 2). At present officials do not know what to do next and are waiting for additional guidance from 
the Kremlin.

For the Kremlin the CFE and most other multiple issues that today wreck relations with the West are not, in 
fact, decisive. Russia is today reasserting itself and wants a new grand pact with the West, something like 
the Yalta accord of 1945, that would clearly delineate Russia's new sphere of imperial influence in Europe 
and Asia, with the West assuring noninterference within that zone. Today even if the West would want to 
make such a deal, there is no legal framework within which to negotiate.

It seems the most important event of Rice's visit was her official working dinner with First Deputy Prime 
Minister Sergei Ivanov (RIA-Novosti, May 14). Legally, Ivanov's current assignment does not cover foreign 
or security policy -- that is the Kremlin's sole purview. But Rice's talks with Ivanov before she met with Putin 
are solid evidence that today Ivanov is in fact an unofficial vice president. This seems to be an open 
declaration by the Kremlin that Ivanov is Putin's chosen successor, someone who is already taking over 
responsibility for the Russo-U.S. dialogue on defense and security.

#8
Rudeness, Realism and Russia
Editorial 
New York Times May 18, 2007 

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and the German foreign minister, Frank-Walter Steinmeier, held back-
to-back meetings with Vladimir Putin on Wednesday to try to calm overheated East-West tensions. The 
Russians obliged with soothing pronouncements, including an agreement that mutual recriminations should 
be toned down.

That's good to hear after Mr. Putin's latest rude outburst, an implied comparison of the United States to Nazi 
Germany. But if the rhetoric has been lowered a notch, all the conflicts remain intact.

There was no visible bridging of sharp differences on volatile strategic issues like independence for Kosovo, 
sanctions on Iran, or new American missiles in Europe. Nor was there any resolution of the multiple 
economic disputes hanging over this week's two-day European-Russian summit meeting on the Volga 
River, ranging from Moscow's exclusion of Polish meat to Lithuania's complaints about unreliable Russian 
oil deliveries.
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The problem for the West is that it is dependent on Russian energy, yet must deal with a country that 
subjects its customers to mercurial policy changes and is enormously sensitive to anything it perceives as 
an insult to its dignity, particularly if it involves countries it once dominated.

One result is that the debate about how to deal with Russia is often couched as a choice between humoring 
it or confronting it. Instead, Western leaders must work with Russia to differentiate between the issues on 
which cooperation is of mutual importance and benefit -- energy, Iran, Kosovo, terrorism -- and irritants 
more suitable to quiet diplomacy.

For the European Union, part of the challenge is to convince former Soviet satellites like Poland that their 
justified dislike of Russia cannot become a permanent veto on dealings with Moscow. For Washington, it 
means learning to act like a partner on matters where Russia really does have interests and clout. The 
greatest challenge is for Russians to get over their debilitating rancor and responsibly engage the world 
they are so keen to join.

#9
Why Tensions With Russia Endure 
Moscow's Vigor Yields Conflict With West Despite Diplomatic Overtures 
By Andrew Osborn and Marc Champion 
Wall Street Journal, May 18, 2007 

As European Union and Russian leaders meet for a difficult summit, two fundamental changes ensure that 
relations with the West will stay tense for some time: Moscow's new assertiveness, inspired by an economic 
boom, and its deepening conviction that old enemies are trying to contain Russia's revival. Relations 
between Moscow and the U.S., as well as the EU, are at their worst since the fall of the Soviet Union in 
1991. U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice visited Moscow on Tuesday to cool tensions ahead of a 
meeting of presidents next month. Russian officials promised to heed her call to tone down searing rhetoric 
of recent months that included Cold War-style threats by generals to retarget missiles toward Europe.

But both sides also refused to budge on key disputes, from the placement of a U.S. missile-defense shield 
in Europe to proposals at the United Nations to make the Serbian province of Kosovo independent.

That pattern is likely to be repeated at the EU-Russia summit, which began last night outside Samara, 560 
miles southeast of Moscow, with an informal dinner hosted by Russian President Vladimir Putin. With 
disputes mounting and the summit's showpiece agreements shelved, some EU nations argued earlier this 
week for canceling the meeting altogether.

The sense that Washington and its allies are trying to contain a resurgent Russia underlies Moscow's 
bitterness toward the West in recent months. The theme has been taken up by Russia's state-controlled 
media with relish as part of a Kremlin drive to harness nationalism as a tool to consolidate support for the 
ruling elite ahead of December parliamentary elections.

"There is a concerted effort to build identity," says Sergei Karaganov, director of the Council for Foreign and 
Defense Policy, a government advisory group that includes senior Kremlin officials.

"The Russian economy is booming," Mr. Karaganov says, describing a view held widely in Moscow. "Our 
military is the second-most-powerful force in the world after America's, we are a player in the larger Middle 
East, and China is wooing Russia like mad. The wind is blowing in Russia's sails."

The Kremlin's identity-forging campaign moved forward Thursday when the Russian Orthodox Church 
formally ended a rift with an offshoot set up abroad in the early days of the Soviet Union. The reconciliation 
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was a longtime goal of President Vladimir Putin, who called it "an important precondition for the restoration 
of the lost unity of the 'Russian world.'"

Russians increasingly perceive their nation as distinct from Europe, according to opinion polls. More than 
half of respondents in a February survey by the EU-Russia Center said they viewed the EU as a potential 
threat to Russia, while 71% said they didn't regard themselves as Europeans.

In the U.S. and Europe, Moscow's assertiveness is viewed with growing concern, particularly because it has 
been accompanied by a steady rollback of democratic institutions inside Russia and growing use of 
economic leverage and other means to pressure its neighbors.

The Kremlin's differences with Washington were spelled out in a speech Mr. Putin delivered in Munich in 
February, in which he lashed out at America's behavior as "pernicious" and flatly rejected U.S. plans to base 
a missile-defense system in Eastern Europe. In a speech May 9 he seemed -- to some Western ears -- to 
compare Washington's foreign policy to that of the Third Reich, though the Kremlin later assured Ms. Rice 
that Mr. Putin was referring to international terrorists, not the U.S.

Moscow's pledge to dial back the rhetorical attacks is likely to be tested in the coming months as the U.S. 
continues to pave the way for installing a missile-defense system in Eastern Europe. Moscow sees it as a 
military threat.

Ms. Rice also said Washington will continue to support U.N. plans to grant independence to the separatist 
Serbian province of Kosovo, plans that Moscow vehemently opposes.

Parliamentary elections in Russia in December could become another flashpoint. Ms. Rice expressed hope 
that the Kremlin would ease its grip on the media and relax pressure on political opponents before the vote.

A test on that issue will come when opposition activists hold a demonstration near the site of the EU-Russia 
summit in Samara. German officials called on Moscow to allow the protest, but while local authorities have 
granted a permit, several organizers have been detained by police.

The EU has been deeply divided over how to handle Moscow in recent years, with Germany and other "old" 
EU members irritated by what they see as the anti-Russia prejudice of Poland and the Baltic states. The
EU's new East European members say the EU is too soft on Russia and is allowing Moscow to split the bloc 
by punishing some member countries while courting others.

Poland and Lithuania are blocking the start of negotiations at the summit on a new framework agreement 
governing trade and other relations between the EU and Russia.

EU officials also had hoped the summit would include the signing of an agreement on Siberian overflight 
fees that cost European airlines more than €300 million, or more than $400 million, last year. That looks 
unlikely, too, because Russia isn't ready.

Moscow has so far succeeded in playing the divisions in the EU to its advantage, seeking deals with 
individual member states eager to secure energy supplies. But the sheer number of Russian disputes with 
its neighbors has begun to harden attitudes toward Moscow.

"Nobody wants a conflict [with Russia]. But a time is coming when these big countries are starting to 
understand that we are in the same boat," said Marek Siwiec, vice president of the European Parliament.


