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NCSJ WEEKLY UPDATE

NCSJ Weekly News Update ............
NEWS.....

WASHINGTON, D.C. June 1, 2007

TO: NCSJ Leadership and Interested Parties 

FROM: Edward B. Robin, Chairman
Lesley Israel, NCSJ President
Mark B. Levin, NCSJ Executive Director

In Brief: Jewish Identification and Commitment

Dear Friends,

I have been catching up on the mail and newspaper articles since my return from the NCSJ whirlwind trip 
through Russia, Ukraine and Estonia.  One article which was published by the Jerusalem Post – we have 
included it in this week’s update – was of particular interest, detailing the approximate percentage of people 
involved in Jewish community activities in the former Soviet Union. 

The reporter writes as if the “relatively” small number of participants is new information.  For those of us 
who have been part of this movement for many years, we have always understood that our outreach efforts 
have only scratched the surface – whether during the refusenik era or today.  However, the small numbers 
do not mean outreach efforts are futile.  On the contrary, the educational, religious and cultural outreach has 
created the potential for stronger Jewish identification throughout the former Soviet Union.  

Given the isolation and destruction of Jewish institutions during the seven decades of communism, we 
should not be surprised by the current estimate of participation.  It will take several generations to see if the 
seeds planted over the last 15 years will counter the ills of totalitarianism.  

In today’s environment, future aliyah from the former Soviet Union will be determined by greater outreach to 
those already engaged in communal activities as well by expanded outreach to the non-affiliated.  Absent a 
major political and/or economic catastrophe – something no one wishes to occur – more resources will be 
needed to draw increasing numbers of Jews into the community.  I applaud Israeli efforts to expand aliyah 
activities, and other international Jewish organizations should and must continue their efforts to ensure 
strongly identified Jews and candidates for aliyah.

On another note, I want to congratulate my friend, Joe Smukler, someone I have admired for many years, 
on a wonderful profile that appeared in the Philadelphia Jewish Exponent.  Joe and Connie Smukler have 
devoted much of their lives to Jewish causes and Soviet Jewry issues in particular. Anyone who reads this 
story will understand Joe’s depth of conviction to Judaism and the Jewish people.

There are several stories in this week’s update about the ongoing difficulties between the United States and 
Russia.  The NCSJ mission heard firsthand from both U.S. and Russian government officials why relations 
have deteriorated.  There will be several opportunities in the coming weeks for Presidents Bush and Putin to 
talk through the serious differences of opinion on major issues like arms control, Iran, Middle East peace 
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and human rights.

At our upcoming Board of Governors meeting on Tuesday, June 12, presentations will be made on the U.S.-
Russian relationship as well as a full report on the recent NCSJ Mission. 

With best regards,

Mark Levin
Executive Director
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#1
Jewish programming fails to reach 80% of FSU Jews 
By Haviv Rettig 
The Jerusalem Post, May 28, 2007

Fewer than 20 percent of the estimated one million Jews in Russia and Ukraine are exposed to any 
programming on Israel or Judaism, according to figures presented to the Knesset Immigration, Absorption 
and Diaspora Affairs Committee on Monday.

While Jewish organizations reach most of the Jews in these countries' peripheries, "in the large cities, 
where robust [non-Jewish] cultural institutions exist, there is competition with Jewish programming," MK 
Zeev Elkin (Kadima) said.

Since more than 50% of Russian Jews live in either St. Petersburg or Moscow, and 60% of Ukraine's Jews 
live in the country's four largest cities, this "cultural competition" in urban centers is a major challenge for 
Jewish and Zionist educators.

"You can't get to them through religious education," added Elkin, a former head of the Bnei Akiva Orthodox 
youth movement in the FSU. "But culture and history, based on an ethnic or national identity, speaks to 
them. You can only get to larger segments of the population by strengthening Jewish national education." 
Unfortunately, he said, "Nativ and the Jewish Agency have scaled back their operations in these countries, 
leaving the arena solely to Chabad, which by its nature can only attract a small part of the population. The 
solution is to bring back Jewish Zionist education through investment by Israel and the [Jewish] Agency. If 
we don't do this, all the tremendous investment that went into that region will have been wasted."

"It's very hard to pass on content about Israel to a population that was disconnected from Judaism for such 
a long time, said one official familiar with educational activities among FSU Jewry. "The majority [of FSU 
Jews and their non-Jewish relatives] know nothing about Israel, and aren't even aware they are eligible for 
aliya."

Immigrant Absorption Minister Ze'ev Boim, also of Kadima, came to the meeting fresh from a six-day visit to 
Moscow and St. Petersburg, accompanied by senior officials from Nativ, the Jewish Agency and the 
Ministry for Strategic Affairs. The visit was meant to explore new opportunities for bringing Russians eligible 
for aliya to Israel, and to strengthen the connections between Israel and FSU Jewish communities.

"There are 700,000 Jews eligible for aliya in the FSU, and efforts to bring them on aliya have been 
inadequate," Boim told the panel. "In the wake of this visit, a joint plan will be developed together with the 
Jewish Agency and Nativ to revive the aliya programs," he said.
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Experts talk about one million Russians eligible for aliya. Committee chairman MK Michael Nudelman 
(Kadima) called for an increase in the budget for encouraging aliya by 2008, and asked Jewish Agency 
chairman Ze'ev Bielski to "develop attractive plans for encouraging aliya [from the FSU], similar to those 
offered in Western countries."

#2
Profile in Leadership 
Lifelong Advocate Still Reaching Out for Challenges 
By Lauren Pound Somers 
Philadelphia Jewish Exponent, May 24, 2007

Joseph Smukler has seen a lot of change throughout his lifetime. And over the past five decades, he's been 
one of the leaders helping organizations like the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia ride out 
changing tides to make a meaningful difference in the Jewish community -- here and throughout the world.

"The only way you survive is by changing," says Smukler, a former chair of Federation's Board of Trustees. 
"The agencies and the federations that have stayed the same have dwindled. I feel very strongly that our 
federation is one of those that is continuing to meet the changing needs of the world."

His active involvement with Jewish organizations began in 1956 -- a time that represents, for him, a return 
home in more ways than one. Born to Russian immigrants right before the Great Depression, Smukler grew 
up in the Strawberry Mansion section of the city, completely immersed in a Jewish life. He went to Central 
High School where he later was inducted into its Hall of Fame.

"I was brought up in a totally Jewish environment. Yiddishkeit, holidays, shul -- it was part of the neshamah 
of everybody around me," he reminisces. "Everything was involved with the synagogue, because that was 
the central rallying point of all the activities in the neighborhood."

But for 11 years, Smukler says, he lost touch somewhat with his Jewish roots. Throughout his studies at 
Kenyon College, Harvard Law School, University of Oxford, England, and then his travels as a First 
Lieutenant with the U.S. Air Force, his Jewish connections weakened as his universe expanded and he 
became absorbed in other cultures. When it came time to settle down for a career in law, he chose 
Philadelphia. And just as quickly as he found his way back to the city of his childhood, he found a path back 
to his community by volunteering for Jewish causes.

"When I came back, I was told in no uncertain terms by my mentors I had to be involved in the Jewish 
community," he recalls. "It was the best advice a young man could have."

His involvement began locally when he joined the Young Men's Service Committee, going door-to-door 
collecting money for the organization that was the precursor to today's Federation. He also became involved 
with Hillel and the Association for Jewish Children, eventually serving as president of each organization.

But it was the plight of Soviet Jewry that especially lit a fire for Smukler and his wife, Constance, both of 
whom were deeply involved with the Jewish Community Relations Council, now a part of Federation, in the 
1960s.

As co-chair of the first Soviet Jewry Council of Philadelphia and vice-chair of the National Conference on 
Soviet Jewry, Smukler helped merge the Philadelphia Union of Councils into Philadelphia's Soviet Jewry 
Council, which became an important element in the national movement seeking freedom for Soviet Jews.
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"Federation played a key role by giving money to the Jewish Community Relations Council to help house 
the Soviet Jewry Council and its activities -- all of which culminated in 1987 as 12,000 Philadelphians 
marched in Washington, D.C., on behalf of Soviet Jewry," he said.

Smukler and his family are also ardent supporters of Israel. He and his wife were co-chairs of "Israel 50," 
the watershed 1998 event that drew 18,000 people and brought together the Philadelphia Orchestra and 
Israel Philharmonic for one unforgettable night to celebrate Israel's 50th birthday.

As if that weren't enough for one lifetime, he has also served as vice president of the National Museum of 
American Jewish History, as chair of Har Zion Temple in Penn Valley, chair of Family Services of the Main 
Line, chair of the Jewish Community Relations Council, chair of the Anti-Defamation League's International 
Affairs Committee (ADL), and as a board member of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee and 
the United Way of Greater Philadelphia. Over the years he has been recognized with numerous awards, 
including Federation's Community Service Award -- its highest honor -- along with the Mellon bank Good 
Neighbor Award, Soviet Jewry Council's Human Rights Award and the State of Israel Bonds' Humanitarian 
Award, together with his wife. He has also received a Doctor of Hebrew Laws (HON) from Gratz College.

Equally as important to Smukler as being involved in the community is spending time with his family. He and 
his wife relish the fact that their children hold fast to their heritage through volunteering, and three of their 
nine grandchildren are being educated at Jewish day schools. Their daughter, Cindy Smukler Dorani, has 
clearly followed in their footsteps, holding leadership positions with several local Jewish organizations and 
serving as co-chair of Federation's Center for Israel and Overseas. Their son, Ken Smukler, served on the 
executive committee of ADL. Their daughter-in-law Lisa Smukler is the Campaign Chair Designate at the 
Princeton/Mercer/Bucks Jewish Federation.

"We're a very close family that's together a lot; we travel together often," he said. "We all went to Israel last 
summer for my grandson's Bar Mitzvah and read from the Torah together. That moment was very special."

Today, although he certainly deserves to sit back and enjoy retirement after devoting his life to these 
causes and spending more than five decades in personal injury litigation, presently at the Philadelphia law 
firm of Fox Rothschild LLP, Smukler is as busy as ever. He is the current chair of the Yizkor Trust Fund 
Committee, and is a member of the board of directors of the Holocaust Remembrance Foundation which 
has been working to help enhance Philadelphia's Holocaust memorial -- the nation's first, which was 
developed and installed by Federation and the Association of Jewish New Americans -- to make sure the 
local community helps future generations remember and learn from the past.

"It's important in these days when people are denying the Holocaust and the right of Israel to exist that we 
work together on meeting those challenges," he said. "It's really up to everyone to play a role in that. The 
fact that an individual can make some impact together with other individuals who care about the same 
issues makes this community a strong one."

Looking ahead, he says he is excited about plans for next year's "Israel 60" celebration and predicts more 
successes as Federation metamorphoses to address community needs.

"A man's reach should exceed his grasp, For what's a heaven for?" he quoted and said, "We're reaching for 
more than we can achieve. We're reaching for the safety and security of Jews around the world, from Israel 
to Russia to Ethiopia. We're reaching to educate our children Jewishly so that they may be able to continue 
our 3,500-year tradition."

Smukler says he feels Federation is successfully adapting itself to an evolving community landscape. "Right 
now, the challenges of keeping a community together when there are so many disparate forces pulling it 
apart require change," he added. "We're making the tough decisions on what activities we should be 
involved in. We're no longer solely a fundraising and fund distributing organization; we're a convener that 
brings people and causes together."



7

He also notes that the new leadership is committed to finding innovative ways to reach volunteers and 
donors. "We're taking very seriously the issue of accountability," he said. "By letting donors see that they 
have left their footprint on an activity, we're enabling them to contribute in a way that excites them and 
brings them satisfaction in their giving."

#3
Dealing With Putin 
By Jim Hoagland 
Op-ed 
Washington Post, May 27, 2007 

"Murder is murder." -- a spokesman for British Prime Minister Tony Blair

Russia's refusal to extradite the prime suspect in the polonium poisoning of Alexander Litvinenko in London 
last November reveals the essential amorality of the Putin regime and its false narrative of recent history. 
That narrative increasingly undermines the Kremlin's relations with Europe and the United States.

Stalin is credited with the view that one man's death is a tragedy, a million a statistic. President Vladimir 
Putin seems not to grasp his predecessor's point. Britain drives it home by focusing on Litvinenko's death as 
a straightforward murder investigation driven by rules of evidence and elemental police work rather than an 
international casus belli.

Mysteries still surround the elimination of Litvinenko, a former KGB security officer and Putin critic who 
existed on the fringes of London's shadowy world of spies, ex-spies and dissidents. Where did the 
radioactive poison that he ingested originate? How was it administered? What were the exact motives in his 
killing? These questions remain publicly unanswered.

But a murder case, especially when it is investigated by Scotland Yard, rivets and illuminates public 
attention. The brazenness demonstrated in the Litvinenko affair means that Russia "has again become 
unpredictable, controlled by a narrow clique with a false view of the world and of Russia," writes French 
strategist Thérèse Delpech in the new English-language edition of "Savage Century," her penetrating look 
at the ideological and political confusion that has followed the Cold War.

Much of the grief in transatlantic relations of the past decade has stemmed from the conflicting narratives 
that the United States and Europe wove about the causes of the collapse of the Soviet Union and the rise of 
a new Russia.

Triumphal Americans -- the Bush administration has been overstocked with them -- celebrated Ronald 
Reagan's defense spending and confrontational strategy as the keys to Western "victory." European 
leaders, led by Germany's Gerhard Schroeder and France's Jacques Chirac, gave all the credit to the 
Helsinki peace process and other diplomatic maneuvers that allegedly enshrined reason as the arbiter of 
Russian and international politics.

Both narratives obscured the reality of the internal collapse of an overextended empire -- and left Russian 
reformers and gangsters to battle each other for control of a wildly lurching ship of state. In the confusion, 
the personalization of power replaced consistent policy prescriptions for the Bush 41, Clinton and Bush 43 
administrations.

"As long as they got along" with Mikhail Gorbachev, Boris Yeltsin or Putin, Western leaders "saw no reason 
to worry," Delpeche writes. "We can now observe the results of that policy. Western influence on Russia is 
nonexistent."

Putin offers his own narrative to muddy the waters even more. It is a narrative of his regime rescuing the 
country from a chaos that was deliberately injected, like a virus, into Mother Russia by the West. His regime 
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has turned its oil and gas reserves and its role as a monopoly energy supplier for much of Europe into real 
power that makes Russia invulnerable and gives it commanding status over a weakening West. It is in the 
name of Russia that his regime treats with open contempt Britain's extradition demands or Germany's 
attempts to negotiate a "strategic framework."

But that harsh narrative is beginning to backfire, as Blair's firm stand on the Litvinenko case suggests. So 
does the surprisingly sharp direct criticism of Putin at the May 18 European Union-Russia summit, where 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel publicly dressed down Putin for suppressing dissent at home.

Merkel comes to her suspicion of Putin naturally. She grew up in the communist East German state, where 
the Russian leader served as a spy. In France, Nicolas Sarkozy, the son of a Hungarian aristocrat who fled 
communist rule, has replaced Chirac as president. Gordon Brown will inherit Blair's concern and resentment 
about the Litvinenko affair. Personal relations and experiences pull Europe's big three countries away from -
- not toward -- Moscow now.

This presents an opportunity to close the transatlantic narrative gap and for Europe and North America to 
deal with Russia on a new, more realistic basis. We should work with Putin where possible and necessary, 
without ever paying the price of soft-pedaling his excesses or abuses at home and abroad.

"Americans have had a tendency to rely too much on hard power, and Europeans too much on soft power," 
Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt said during a visit to Washington last week. "It is time for each of us to 
borrow from the other and for both to become more effective, working together."

#4
Russia Putting on a Davos-Style Economic Forum to Showcase Its Growth
By Andrew E. Kramer 
New York Times, May 26, 2007 

MOSCOW, May 25  The Kremlin is hoping it can put the focus on gains in the Russian economy at a forum 
for business leaders next month in St. Petersburg, highlighting growth that has been overshadowed by 
negative political news from Russia.

The Russian government has billed the gathering in St. Petersburg as a kind of Davos for emerging 
markets, with an emphasis on Russia’s oil-driven economy.

Economic growth has been defying critics who said the worsening political climate between Russia and the 
United States and the European Union might stunt investment. In the first quarter, for example, growth in 
Russia’s gross domestic product was 7.7 percent and foreign investment was up 150 percent over the 
comparable period the year before.

Russian officials in the meantime have been fending off accusations that a former agent in the Federal 
Security Service, the successor agency to the K.G.B., killed a defector in London with radioactive poison, in 
one of several disputes indicative of the souring mood between Russia and the West.

German O. Gref, the Russian minister of trade and economic development, said in an interview this week 
that he would assure investors that property rights remained intact in Russia and that his agency would 
adhere to the liberal economic course of recent years.

“The key thesis we would like to convey is that Russia underwent a very serious transformation,” Mr. Gref 
said. “Now it has arrived at the stage of its modernization.”

Russia’s economic goals, he said, depend on an openness to global investment. That policy, he said, is no 
longer a matter of debate in the administration of Vladimir V. Putin.
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“This can only be done if the economy is open to foreign investment, with an auspicious investment climate, 
security for property rights and stable macroeconomics,” Mr. Gref said. “Our action is geared toward those 
goals.”

Analysts, however, have cautioned that a certain hubris is creeping into Russian economic policy, 
prompting excessive spending of the oil windfall that threatens to stir inflation, undermining policies put in 
place by Mr. Gref and other liberals in the cabinet. A hard-line faction of national security officials is seen as 
advocating increased military spending and state ownership.

This week, Mr. Putin suggested government oil revenue might be invested in the Russian stock market to 
prop up the lagging performance of state-owned companies, something that would signify an even greater 
interventionist policy by the Kremlin.

That prompted a blistering note to investors by Goldman Sachs suggesting that the liberal wing might be 
losing influence over economic policy.

“Perhaps most worrying about this proposal is that it is a sign of the deterioration in the quality of economic 
policy advice received by the president as he approaches the end of his presidential term,” Goldman Sachs 
wrote in the research note.

In the interview, Mr. Gref said that he and a fellow liberal, the finance minister, Aleksei L. Kudrin, remained 
firmly in charge of economic policy. “The direction is established. There’s no alternative to an open, market-
based economy,” he said.

A trend of creeping state control over the economy is another development that worries investors. Gazprom, 
the natural gas monopoly, acquired 50 percent of a Royal Dutch Shell development on Sakhalin Island in a 
forced sale last fall. That followed the effective nationalization of Yukos, once Russia’s largest private 
company. And recently, officials have threatened to revoke a major gas field license held by a joint venture 
of BP in Russia, TNK-BP.

Outside of oil and gas, the Kremlin has consolidated control over aircraft manufacturing, domestic 
automobile makers, diamond mines and other industries. Mr. Gref, however, said state intervention in areas 
other than oil and gas should be seen as temporary efforts by the government to revamp industries that 
were ailing during the Soviet era. They will eventually be reprivatized “up to 100 percent,” he said.

Moscow is in the middle of the first oil boom since the collapse of its empire, meaning the windfall is no 
longer diminished by subsidizing client states with cheap energy.

#5
Ukraine Rivals Agree on Election, Defusing Crisis 
By Steven Lee Myers
New York Times, May 27, 2007

MOSCOW, Sunday, May 27 — Ukraine’s battling political rivals agreed Sunday to hold new parliamentary 
elections, defusing a political crisis that escalated with President Viktor A. Yushchenko’s decision to order 
extra Interior Ministry troops to the capital, Kiev.

The agreement came after a night of negotiations with his chief rival, Prime Minister Viktor F. Yanukovich, 
and other political leaders. Mr. Yushchenko dissolved Parliament and called early elections, but Mr. 
Yanukovich’s supporters had defied his order. While the president succeeded in having new elections, now 
scheduled for Sept. 30, he had to agree to his opponents’ timetable to hold them in the fall.

“We found a solution that represents a compromise,” Mr. Yushchenko said Sunday morning, according to 
the Russian new agency Interfax. “Each side had to made compromise steps.”
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The agreement sets the stage for a new political season that will assuredly reflect the political, ethnic and 
economic divisions that have bedeviled Ukraine since the disputed presidential elections in 2004 that came 
to be known as the Orange Revolution.

The two main leaders appeared to step back from a confrontation that raised the specter of violent clashes 
as the president and the prime minister jockeyed for control of security services.

On Friday, Mr. Yuschenko ordered Interior Ministry troops under his command, and a day later he deployed 
thousands to Kiev, in a step his aides described as a routine effort to increase security. The Interior Ministry 
said more than 2,000 troops had been redeployed without the authorization of the Interior Minister, who is 
loyal to Mr. Yanukovich.

Mr. Yushchenko’s order appeared to be an effort to demonstrate his authority over the troops. His rivals 
accused him of violating the Constitution and warned that he was orchestrating a forceful seizure of power 
from Parliament, where Mr. Yanukovich controls a sizeable majority.

The loyalty of the Interior Ministry troops remained unclear, but their uniformed commander, Gen. 
Oleksandr T. Kikhtenko, told reporters on Saturday that he would act only on the orders of the commander 
in chief, Mr. Yushchenko. “If I fail to do that, I have no place as the commander of the troops,” he said, 
according to the Ukrainian News Agency.

By Saturday evening, there were no reports of soldiers arriving in Kiev; some buses carrying them were 
being stopped by traffic police officers on highways east of Kiev. There were no reports of violence, though, 
and the political leaders continued talking into the night.

The turmoil began on April 2 when Mr. Yushchenko, losing support among deputies, dissolved Parliament 
and ordered new elections. Mr. Yanukovich’s supporters defied the order and remained in their seats, 
challenging the decision in the Constitutional Court.

The court’s deliberations have dragged on since then, disrupted by Mr. Yushchenko’s dismissal of 3 of its 
18 judges, including the chief justice. Those dismissals have also been challenged in court. Mr. Yushchenko 
withdrew his first decree and then dissolved Parliament a second time, saying new elections should be held 
as soon as possible.

Although both sides have used language evoking civil war, Mr. Yushchenko and Mr. Yanukovich continue to 
meet. On May 2, they agreed to hold new parliamentary elections, but their supporters failed to negotiate a 
mutually agreeable date, while arguing over legal technicalities, including whether the current Parliament, 
boycotted by Mr. Yushchenko’s supporters, still has standing.

#6
Shortchanging Democracy in Ukraine; The President's 'Freedom Agenda' Is Losing Momentum 
By Jackson Diehl 
Washington Post, May 28, 2007 

Amid the wreckage of the Bush administration it's easily forgotten that the export of democracy to formerly 
unfree societies has not always been a failing policy. For a decade after the end of the Cold War, the United 
States and its European allies worked through NATO and the European Union to convert 10 post-
Communist countries in Central and Eastern Europe. At the time it wasn't clear that all or even any of them 
would embrace free elections and free markets. That they did was due in large part to the abundant 
tutelage, training, aid and tough love provided by the Western alliance.

Lots of people are pointing to Iraq as an example of what happens when attempts at nation-building go 
wrong. But what happens when it isn't tried -- when the West sees a country struggling to find a new political 
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order after decades of repression and simply decides to back off? In effect, a test of that option is underway 
far from Iraq, in the biggest country between Western Europe and Russia -- Ukraine.

Three years ago, when the Bush "freedom agenda" was still gaining momentum, Ukraine was a focal point. 
U.S. funds poured into nongovernmental organizations that were agitating for a free presidential election. 
When a Russian-sponsored candidate tried to steal the election through blatant fraud, the Bush 
administration strongly backed the popular protest movement, the Orange Revolution, that eventually forced 
a new vote. The pro-Western winner of that ballot, Viktor Yushchenko, was for a while a favorite in 
Washington; there was even a push to put Ukraine on a fast track for NATO membership.

The change from then to now is one measure of how far a demoralized administration has retreated from its 
ambitions, and from the world outside the Middle East. Last week Ukraine was again in political crisis; the 
protagonists once again were the pro-Western president, Yushchenko, and his pro-Russian rival, Viktor 
Yanukovych, who is now the prime minister. Once again crowds gathered in the center of Kiev. There were 
struggles for control over government buildings, and each side accused the other of plotting a coup. The 
country seemed to teeter between a compromise agreement on new parliamentary elections -- which was 
announced yesterday -- and an attempt by one side or both to seize power by force.

The Bush administration and its NATO allies, meanwhile, were nearly invisible. Contact between U.S. 
officials and the feuding Ukrainians was limited mostly to the U.S. ambassador in Kiev and European affairs 
officials at the State Department. A senior adviser to Yanukovych who came to Washington last week to 
lobby for more involvement, former foreign minister Konstantyn Gryshenko, found it hard to get a meeting at 
the National Security Council or the vice president's office.

"What's needed from the United States, and what has been lacking, is a strong message to all sides that it 
is in their interest to abide by democratic principles," Gryshenko, a former ambassador to Washington, told 
me. "The message we're getting is that the United States really doesn't care."

It's not just the lack of phone calls or visits that conveys that disengagement. As the human rights group 
Freedom House points out in a new report, the administration's foreign aid budget proposal for next year 
contains big cuts in democracy funding for Europe and Eurasia. In Ukraine, the administration would slash 
funding for civil society organizations -- that is, the groups that led the democratic revolution of 2004 -- to 
$6.4 million, reflecting a 40 percent reduction from last year. In Russia, where pro-democracy and human 
rights NGOs are under enormous pressure from an increasingly autocratic Vladimir Putin, a cut of more 
than 50 percent is planned.

The retreat is largely a function of the administration's ever-deeper absorption in the Middle East -- a lot of 
the democracy funding is being shifted there -- and simple demoralization. There's a reluctance to do 
anything that might help Russia's perceived ally, Yanukovych, who believes he would win any free and fair 
election. It doesn't help that European governments have lost their willingness to offer more memberships in 
Western clubs. Both NATO and the European Union have made it clear that Ukraine won't be admitted 
anytime soon, regardless of how its politicians behave.

What will happen in the absence of Western influence? Maybe Ukraine will muddle through; most of its 
leaders seem more interested in the model of democratic Poland than of Putin's Russia. Maybe Russia, 
which will never lose interest in its neighbor, will succeed in converting it into a political satellite, as it tried to 
do in 2004. Or maybe the chaos in Kiev will deepen, violence will erupt and the country will start to splinter, 
like Yugoslavia in the 1990s -- or Iraq. If so, it won't be because the United States tried to impose 
democracy; but it might be because it didn't.

#7
War of awakening 
By Lily Galili 
Haaretz, May 27, 2007
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On June 6, 1967, or perhaps it was June 7, 18-year-old Alla Milkina set out for her boring job in a Moscow 
office. Whenever she worked in a job that didn't suit her qualifications, something her employer told her 
resonated in her mind: "You're actually quite talented - too bad you're a Jew." She understood the catch of 
that remark, but resigned herself to it.

As she did every day, she boarded the subway train that took her to the office. And as on every day, the 
cars were packed with people pushed up against one another, and as usual they were used to it and 
passed the time by reading the paper. Milkina also took part in this daily ritual, and had become skilled at 
glancing at the headlines over the shoulder of the passenger in front of her. Most days, she just let her eyes 
run over the words without really taking them in.

But on that morning, which can be termed fateful without the risk of resorting to a cliche, the headline not 
only attracted her attention but made her heart skip a beat. In words she remembers to the letter, the 
government of the Soviet Union informed the Soviet people that the State of Israel had attacked the 
progressive socialist Arab states. Moscow, the headline asserted, would not take this lying down.

Her perusal of the headline was accompanied by immediate responses. The first is surprising: this was 
effectively how Alla Milkina learned about Israel's existence. Strange as it may sound, the fact that Israel 
existed was not engraved in the young woman's consciousness. It was not that she was indifferent to 
Israel's existence: she simply did not know about it. True, she had heard the name here and there, but had 
never associated it with the "Jewish state." Nor did it interest her. "I didn't know where it was on the map. 
Nobody in my surroundings talked about it; it was not something that was present in our lives. I realize it's 
not easy to understand this lack of knowledge, but that is the power of a government that controls 
information."

Even on that morning on the subway, her response did not take the form of great interest. It was a response 
of great fear. Not for the fate of that country but for herself. "Somehow I associated the name 'Israel' with 
Judaism, and I was very afraid that I would be accused of something that country would do," she related this 
week in Jerusalem. "The war was covered with so much hatred that all I wanted to do was hide."

About a month after the war, an event occurred which Milkina-Levy to this day describes as a miracle in her 
life. Relatives invited her to a wedding in Riga. It was a Jewish wedding, and it prompted her to try to 
understand the meaning of her Jewishness for the first time. She talks about the festive event in Riga 
through the prism of her experience at the time. "I felt connected to some tribe with different customs. Then 
someone said a blessing for the bride and groom, and one of the guests got up and said that another family 
should also receive a blessing - our brethren in Israel who were defending themselves and our home. Then, 
suddenly, all the mishmash in my head started to take on shape. All of it: Judaism, the war and the state."

Her relatives in Riga played a mediating role. Ahead of her return to Moscow they gave her an exact 
address and directed her to a white building which was called a synagoga. She wrote it all down carefully 
and called the contact upon her return. At Simhat Torah she went to the address she had been given and 
encountered another 20,000 or so people there.

"Today I know that masses of people met there even before the Six-Day War, but they remained quiet. In 
1967, they received backing. The most impertinent among them shouted 'Who are you? - Israel; Who is 
your father? - Israel.'" The fear had vanished. Thus Alla Milkina was drawn into Jewish underground activity, 
printing and distributing forbidden material.

Occasionally they went to the Baltic Sea coast and danced the hora. "There was a young man from Minsk 
there, Yisrael Rashel. He was born on May 14, 1948, and that is why he was named Yisrael. He showed up 
in 1969 and said he had written a song in Hebrew. Shy and embarrassed, he started to sing 'Blue and 
white, that is my color,' and instantly we knew this would be our anthem."
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But the romantic atmosphere was marred by KGB (Committee for State Security) persecution and 
interrogation. "Three years of stomach ache - either because of fear or from excitement," is how Milkina-
Levy describes the three years that passed between that morning on the subway and her immigration to 
Israel in 1970. She submitted her request to leave the Soviet Union in January 1969, totally convinced that 
nothing would come of it. In October 1970, the postcard arrived: "You have five days to get out." "They 
decided to purge Moscow of extreme nationalist elements," Milkina-Levy says, explaining the timing. "They 
did not understand the strength of this internal revolt."

Levy turned her life in Israel into a continuation of the action she took back then. She spent her working life 
in the Jewish Agency, eventually becoming the director general of the unit responsible for the countries of 
the former Soviet Union. But to her the crowning point of her career was actually the more junior position 
she held before her early retirement: head of the Jewish Agency mission in Moscow. She wanted to close a 
circle.

Milkina-Levy is now a member of the Public Committee on the 40th Anniversary of the Soviet-Jewish 
Struggle for Freedom, organizing a series of events to mark the 40th anniversary of Soviet-Jewish efforts to 
immigrate to Israel. For Alla Milkina-Levy's story is not only a personal one: it is the story of an era. It is not 
by chance that the committee - which will initiate events throughout the year - was established in the year 
marking the 40th anniversary of the war that was the formative event for the open struggle of Soviet Jewry. 
No one has any doubt that this was one of the positive and uncontroversial results of the Six-Day War.

According to Prof. Yaacov Ro'i, a historian who is an expert on Soviet Jewry, it was the waiting period 
before the war that engendered the revival, even more so than the victory in the war, to which the 
awakening is usually attributed. The feeling that Israel's very existence was under threat invoked the fear of 
the Holocaust, the dread that "it is going to happen again."

Yuli Kosharovsky describes his personal experience as a mystical passage, which is somewhat surprising 
coming from this practical person. The experience occurred at the height of the Six-Day War in the middle 
of a busy street in Sverdlosvk, a closed city devoted wholly to military installations. For one fateful moment 
the many cars on the street seemed to disappear, and the noise of the masses of people went mute. 
Kosharovsky heard only an inner voice which showed him the right path: Zionism. Then the noise returned, 
but he already knew. "The kiss of God" is how this secular person describes the moment that shaped his 
life.

Until the age of 26, his life had followed a completely different path. After completing studies in railway 
automation, he worked in a military institution. He specialized in electronic systems of planes and missiles, 
a highly popular and even lucrative field. He led a comfortable life and considered himself a Soviet citizen in 
every respect. He even saw himself as harboring patriotic views toward the vast country, and was happy to 
be part of the development of a system which would compete with the Americans' Polaris project. He was 
very proud when he was chosen to work in the P.O.B. 320 military research institute, a very prestigious 
address. It was not until the Six-Day War that he understood that he had grown up as a slave, he says.

Kosharovsky, who was denied permission to immigrate to Israel for 18 years, tells his story in his Jerusalem 
office. On the wall is a photo of him during the years of refusal, captioned "Let My People Go," in English -
the slogan of the struggle's activists in the West. On the desk lies volume one of his new book, in Russian, 
"We Are Jews Again," which documents this chapter in history. He describes a comfortable life, thanks 
mainly to his great love for his profession, accompanied by an elusive feeling of alienation, reflected mainly 
in his inability to drink quantities of vodka like his colleagues. Israel, though, did not interest him much at the 
time.

When the Soviet propaganda campaign preceding the Six-Day War was launched, he heard a broadcast 
claiming that Israel was an alien body in the region and had no right to exist. That was unexpected: he had 
been raised to believe in the Soviet values of equality and justice for all peoples - yet suddenly there was an 
independent state which had no right to exist.



14

The week of the war was unbearable for him. He couldn't work, couldn't concentrate. He installed antennas 
at home to pick up as many broadcasts as possible. He shouted and raged at people for five days.

Then, with the victory, Israel turned into the great "aggressor" in the broadcasts. Kosharovsky understood 
that the state in which he lived was the enemy of his people and that he was selling his brain to his people's 
enemies. From that moment on, his life changed radically. He felt he had lost the country in which he was 
raised, but did not yet have another in its place. And then came the "kiss of God" and he knew what to do. 
He waited another six months to complete his commitment to the institution he worked for, resigned his 
prestige job and went to work in medical research, a less emotionally charged and also less lucrative field. 
Concurrently, he started to look for others who shared his feelings, if not his deeds. Even though he did not 
yet know them, he was certain they were out there. And he found them. Kosharovsky decided to follow his 
feelings: He lost interest in technical affairs and began learning about the Jewish world, about which he 
knew very little. His father demonstratively ignored his son's Zionist leanings, although in 1968 he himself 
was buried, at the request of Kosharovsky's grandfather, in a Jewish cemetery. For a long time, the KGB 
was convinced that Kosharovsky had become a Zionist because of his father, who actually played no part in 
the process.

The path he had embarked on became more difficult by the week. The authorities stepped up the pressure, 
the persecutions became more frequent. After three bad years, a friend suggested he move to Moscow. In 
the 18 years during which he was denied permission to leave, Kosharovsky conducted both underground 
and overt activity, met with his colleagues in front of the synagogue, spoke with foreign journalists and was 
arrested dozens of times. "We operated like soldiers of the State of Israel behind enemy lines," he says in 
summation of that period, which ended with his immigration to Israel in 1989.

Kosharovsky believes that had it not been for the 1967 war, the movement of Soviet Jewry's immigration to 
Israel would have emerged ten years later. Because of it, the Jews became an integral element in the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union. "The empire was rotten from within," he says. "But paradoxically, the 
Jews were the only citizens there who had no other soil, such as Turkmenistan for the Turkmen people, or 
Ukraine for the Ukrainians. When the Jews started to leave, the glue that held the Soviet Union together 
started to come loose. The Soviet Union was a prison of peoples, and when the Jews set the example, 
other nations wanted to do the same." Alla Milkina-Levy is convinced that the immigration from the former 
Soviet Union changed Israel for generations. When discussing the 40th anniversary of the war that changed 
the face of Israel unrecognizably, it is important to recall this chapter, too - about it, at least, there is 
considerable national agreement.

#8
Civil Society: Azerbaijan Tops The Charts For Number Of Imprisoned Journalists 
By Rovshan Ismayilov 
Eurasianet, May 22, 2007

The number of Azerbaijani journalists in prison has reached a record high over the past month, even while 
one senior government official maintains that the country’s leadership is doing everything possible to 
respect press freedom.

Azerbaijan currently has the highest number of arrested journalists among all of the 56 member states of 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Miklos Haraszti, the organization’s 
special representative for media freedoms, told Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev in April. As if to 
underscore that status, the Paris-based media rights watchdog Reporters Without Borders recently included 
the Azerbaijani leader on its list of so-called “Media Predators.”

Since then, the number of imprisoned journalists has risen from five to seven. Most recently, on May 16, 
opposition newspaper Muhalifat editor Rovshan Kebirli and correspondent Yashar Agazade were sentenced 
to two years and six months in prison for allegedly slandering the president’s uncle, Jalal Aliyev. The 
correspondent had described Jalal Aliyev as “the most corrupt person in Azerbaijan” with control of the 
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country’s largest trading center, AMAY. Aliyev demanded evidence for the charges, which the newspaper 
did not provide.

International human rights and media watchdog organizations, the United States, and the European Union 
have repeatedly urged the Azerbaijani government to release all imprisoned journalists and to adopt 
legislation that would ban the criminal prosecution of media representatives.

Government officials assert that criticism of their stance on media rights is off-target. In remarks to 
journalists on May 3, Ali Hasanov, head of the presidential administration’s political department, asserted 
that “[a]fter Ilham Aliyev took office [in 2003], he solved all problems with media freedom.”

“A few facts related to some journalists cannot be equated with the situation in the country as a whole,” 
Hasanov added. Imprisoned journalists, however, were excluded from a May 8 parliament amnesty for 
prisoners granted at the suggestion of the president’s wife, parliamentarian Mehriban Aliyeva.

Reporters Without Borders appears to be in the presidential administration’s firing line. Hasanov claimed 
that the organization “is working under the Armenian lobby’s influence,” and has been “fighting against 
[Azerbaijani ally] Turkey for a long time.” Given this perceived bias, officials in Baku tend to disregard the 
group’s assessments.

The criticism of international organizations is unlikely to die down soon. Late on May 20, the Ministry of 
Emergency Situations, citing violation of fire safety standards, moved to shut down the offices of Realniy 
Azerbaijan and Gundelik Azerbaijan, two newspapers often critical of the Aliyev administration. The papers’ 
publisher and editor-in-chief, Eynulla Fatullayev, was recently sentenced to two-plus years in prison for 
slander. Intervention by local journalists, human rights activists and American and British diplomats stopped 
the closure, the pro-opposition news agency Turan reported

A rally by local journalists has been tentatively scheduled for June 14 in Baku to protest the recent 
imprisonments of reporters.

Perhaps the highest profile instance of press repression involves Fatullayev, who was arrested on April 20 
on charges of slandering internally displaced persons from Khojali, a town in Nagorno-Karabakh. The suit 
was filed by Tatiana Chaladze, chairwoman of the Committee for Protection of Refugees, a Baku-based 
non-governmental organization. In an article entitled “Karabakh Diary,” Fatullayev published a statement by 
an Armenian army officer who said that Armenian forces had kept open an exit corridor for civilians during a 
bloodbath in 1992, remembered in Azerbaijan as the Khojali massacre. The article also reported that 
escapees from Khojali confirmed the existence of such a corridor. Chaladze demanded evidence that the 
town’s former residents had confirmed the existence of a corridor. Fatullayev was also charged for 
reportedly stating in an online discussion forum that chaotic Azerbaijani gunfire had killed some Khojali 
residents. The publisher maintains that both accusations are a political response to Realniy Azerbaijan’s 
sharp criticism of President Aliyev’s rule.

Helping to stir the press freedom controversy was a brutal beating of the editor of Gundelik Azerbaijan on 
the day of Fatullayev’s sentencing. The editor, Uzeir Jafarov, was hospitalized as a result of injuries 
suffered in the attack. He claims that a police officer who attended Fatullayev’s trial was among his 
assailants. The charge has not yet been investigated. The arrest of Sanat newspaper reporter Rafik Taghi 
and editor Samir Sadagtogulu focused on a similarly sensitive topic, the role of Islam. On May 4, the two 
received three and four-year prison sentences respectively, for the publication of a 2006 article that 
described Christian values as more progressive than Islamic values. Charges were brought by the general 
prosecutor’s office for “inflaming religious conflict.” [For background see the Eurasia Insight archive].

Baku analysts have trouble explaining possible reasons for the government’s apparent hard line toward 
journalists. The country’s opposition is weak and fragmented, they note, and the presidential elections are 
still a year off.
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The April 27 decision to grant a broadcast license to private television and radio company ANS after months 
of delay is cited by Azerbaijani reporters as the only recent sign of tolerance of media outlets that diverge 
from the government’s viewpoint. [For details, see the Eurasia Insight archive].

Shahin Hajiyev, editor of the pro-opposition Turan news agency, which has had its own property dispute 
tussle with officials, sees the issue as part of a larger malaise concerning democratization. “It is not only a 
media problem, “commented Hajiyev. “It is a problem with the general situation with democracy in 
Azerbaijan.”

Editor’s Note: Rovshan Ismayilov is a freelance journalist based in Baku.

#9
From tractors to Torah in Russia's Jewish land 
By Robin Paxton
Reuters, May 30, 2007 

BIROBIDZHAN, Russia- The tractor plant in this curious Russian outpost once made machinery to work the 
land settled by Jewish immigrants under Soviet dictator Josef Stalin.

Today the derelict factory in the far east of Siberia has a new purpose. It will reopen next year as a school 
for young Jews, as the region bearing their name slowly rediscovers a cultural identity confused by decades 
of Moscow's dominance.

Birobidzhan, capital of the Jewish Autonomous Region which skirts China's border, greets arrivals at its 
railway station seven time-zones east of Moscow with signs in Yiddish and a large decorative menorah.

Yet the 'Birobidzhan-style' dish on a local restaurant menu is a pork cutlet. Jews in the town are 
outnumbered nearly 20 to one and there was not even a synagogue until three years ago.

Stalin carved a Jewish homeland out of Russia's marshy, mosquito-ridden fringes in 1928 as part of a policy 
in which each national group in the Soviet Union had its own territory.

Six years later, the area was granted the status of autonomous oblast, or region.

But two-thirds of the original 40,000 settlers had left by the end of the 1930s. Despite Birobidzhan's huge 
distance from Moscow, it was not remote enough to shelter from Stalin's purges, when most local leaders 
were shot and religious schools crushed.

After the break-up of the Soviet Union, 12,000 Jews left for Israel, Europe and the United States. Some are 
now returning.

"Today, for the fourth successive year, more Jews are coming here than are leaving," said Valery Gurevich, 
deputy chairman of the regional government and the son of original Jewish settlers.

NEW SYNAGOGUE

Mordechay Shayner, an Israeli father of six, has been the rabbi in Birobidzhan for the last five years. Until 
the town's synagogue opened in 2004, services and study groups were held in his apartment.

The previous synagogue burned down in 1956. Scorched religious texts salvaged from the fire are 
preserved in a small museum in today's building, along with old photographs and a KGB blacklist of those 
who attended the original synagogue.
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"My parents were born in Russia, so I know how it was. People were scared to think," 35-year-old Shayner, 
with a thick black beard and wearing a yarmulka, says in accented Russian.

The Federation of Jewish Communities of Russia estimates the number of Jews in Russia at about 1 
million, or 0.7 percent of the country's 143 million population.

Shayner says there are 4,000 Jews in Birobidzhan -- just over 5 percent of the town's 75,000 population.

"It's not a small percentage, but people expect it to be more because of the region's name," he says. "The 
region is called 'Jewish' but it has never been particularly religious."

Shayner studied at the same U.S. institute as Berl Lazar, one of two chief rabbis in Russia. Since being 
invited to his post by Lazar, he has seen a gradual increase in numbers at the synagogue.

Up to 30 people gather three times a week in the building, located in the centre of the town of five-storey 
apartment blocks and tree-lined streets.

Shayner is also setting up an Internet link to allow locals to send email requests direct to the Wailing Wall in 
Jerusalem.

Between 90 and 100 pupils have enrolled for the new school, which is being funded by Russian and foreign 
benefactors.

LIVING JEWISH-STYLE

The Jewish Autonomous Region, an area the size of Taiwan and home to 185,000 people, derives much of 
its income from cross-border trade with China.

But Jewish tradition is preserved in business. A chain of food stores is called 'Tzimmes', after a sweet 
Jewish dish containing fruit, vegetables and often meat.

Shayner says there is no single reason why people are returning to Russia, though disillusionment with life 
abroad and a desire to return to family roots play a part.

"I know a family who lived in Israel for 13 years and have returned," he said. Gurevich, the deputy governor, 
says it's impossible to give an accurate estimate of the region's Jewish population today.

"It was once said that every fourth person was a Jew. It's less than that now, but it's hard to say how many 
Jews there are because there are many mixed marriages," he said.

He tells an anecdote to illustrate that some residents are not even aware whether they are Jewish.

"I asked one guy if he was Jewish. He said no, but that his mother was. 'That means you're Jewish too!' I 
told him. People might not be Jews, but they live Jewish-style."

#10
Pressure Rising On Russia To Pay Pensions  
Tens of thousands of Russians here could get payments as pols press Russian officials.  
By Walter Ruby 
The New York Jewish Week, May 30, 2007

For the first time, a high-level United States government delegation will travel to Moscow to press Russian 
officials to pay pensions to refugees and immigrants from Russia, and its predecessor, the Soviet Union, 
now living in the U.S., The Jewish Week has learned.
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News of the upcoming negotiations — which will be held in the Russian capital next week between a 
delegation from the U.S. Social Security Administration (SSA) and representatives of the Ministry of Health 
and Social Development of the Russian Federation — comes as New York elected officials are increasing 
the pressure on Russia and other republics of the former Soviet Union to pay pensions to tens of thousands 
of refugees and immigrants living here who spent most or all of their working lives in the FSU.

Refugees and immigrants living in Israel, Germany, Canada and Australia would also be eligible to receive 
pensions, which could push the number receiving pensions well into the hundreds of thousands.

A grass-roots organization known as New Immigrants for the State of Israel and Social Justice (ANISISJ) 
has registered an estimated 10,000 ex-�6�R�Y�L�H�W���c�P�L�J�U�c�V���Z�K�R���D�U�H���G�H�P�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���5�X�V�V�L�D���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���6�R�Y�L�H�W��
successor states pay their pensions in full, and a growing number of New York elected officials have 
endorsed the call for Russia, Ukraine and other Soviet republics to provide their former citizens with years 
of back pension payments they have not received.

They include Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-Manhattan and Brooklyn), former Rep. Major Owens, New York City 
Comptroller William Thompson, State Assemblyman William Colton (D-Brooklyn) and City Councilman 
Lewis Fidler (D-Brooklyn).

In addition, Sen. Hillary Clinton (D-N.Y.) is asking the Helsinki Commission, of which she is a member, to 
look into the Russian pension issue. The commission focuses on human rights, military, social and 
economic issues related to Eastern Europe and the republics of the former Soviet Union.

Ironically, leaders of the Russian Jewish community have been slower than American-born elected officials 
to get on the pro-pension bandwagon, in part because of concerns about the role of the initiator of the 
campaign, ANISISJ founder and president Yakov Gutman.

Gutman is widely regarded as a self-promoting freelance activist who does not want to share credit for the 
success of the initiative with other community leaders. Yet in recent weeks, leaders of veterans groups and 
Holocaust survivors’ organizations who formerly held back from the pension initiative have expressed 
support for it. And the Russian Jewish community’s lone elected representative, New York State 
Assemblyman Alec Brook-Krasny, said he is “grateful to Yakov Gutman for his efforts to organize the 
community on this issue.”

To understand why the pension issue increasingly resonates with members of the Russian community, 
�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U���W�K�D�W���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q���c�P�L�J�U�c���U�H�W�L�U�H�H�V�����P�R�V�W���R�I���Z�K�R�P���D�U�U�L�Y�H�G���K�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H�L�U�������V���������V���D�Q�G�������V���D�Q�G���K�D�Y�H���O�L�W�W�O�H���R�U��
no formal work record in the U.S., receive no pensions from employers in the U.S. and only modest monthly 
SSI payments of just over $600 a month for individuals and $900 for married couples.

Pensioners in Russia receive on average about $100 a month, and while that may seem at first glance like 
a small amount, Gutman said that “such payments would make a big difference in the quality of life of 
elderly Russians in Brooklyn, most of whom have to pay rents every month that equal or exceed what they 
get from SSI.”

Gutman noted that many of these people live in grinding poverty, barely managing to stay afloat on a 
combination of SSI and food stamps, and sometimes by working “off the books” for less than the minimum 
wage even though they are well past the age of retirement.

Until now, Russia, Ukraine and other FSU republics have largely brushed off requests from former residents 
for pension payments, although Russia is currently paying pensions to a relatively small number of people 
who left the country for permanent residency abroad after the collapse of the Soviet Union and maintained 
their Russian citizenship.
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Yet according to Nadler, whose advocacy over the past few years on behalf of ex-Soviet refugees and 
immigrants on the pension issue over the past year led the State Department and SSA to successfully 
petition the Russian government for a meeting on the issue, “I am encouraged that the Russians are finally 
coming to the table and addressing this important issue.”

�8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�����W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���6�R�Y�L�H�W���U�H�S�X�E�O�L�F���I�U�R�P���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���)�6�8���c�P�L�J�U�c�V���L�Q���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�W�H�V����
has argued that it is not required to pay pensions to former Soviet citizens who lived and worked in Ukraine 
before the breakup of the Soviet Union since it is not the legal successor government to the USSR.

Said Nadler: “The Ukrainians aren’t ready, but the belief in the State Department and SSA is that there is a 
much better chance to reach an agreement on pensions with Russia. In any case, Ukraine and the other 
republics often follow the lead of Russia.”

Efforts to reach SSA for comment were unsuccessful.

Nadler is hopeful that the negotiators in Moscow will settle upon an agreement that would require Russia to 
pay pensions to former or current Soviet or Russian citizens now living permanently in the U.S. in exchange 
for the U.S. paying pensions to former or current U.S. citizens residing permanently in Russia.

Asked about statements by high-ranking Russian officials that Russia will not agree to pay pensions to 
�c�P�L�J�U�c�V���Z�K�R���O�H�I�W���L�W�V���W�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�\���E�H�I�R�U�H���W�K�H���G�L�V�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�Y�L�H�W���8�Q�L�R�Q�����1�D�G�O�H�U���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G�����³�:�H���Z�L�O�O���K�D�Y�H���D��
better understanding of the Russian position after the Moscow meeting, but in any case, we are just 
initiating discussions on this issue.

“In my opinion,” Nadler continued, “if the pension issue is not solved, it will build up and become major 
irritant to U.S.-Russian relations. It is in no one’s interests to let this irritant grow.”

Nadler’s advocacy for pension payments has received backing from New York City Comptroller Thompson, 
who in recent days has sent letters to the Russian and Ukrainian ambassadors in Washington and the 
Russian consul general in New York, advocating that residents of former Soviet republics living in New York
should receive their pensions.

“These former citizens of the Soviet Union have not received the pensions they earned during years of 
work,” Thompson wrote in his letter to the Russian officials. “I am hopeful that your government will 
recognize the validity of these claims and provide former citizens now living abroad with the pension 
payments they have earned.”

Asked why Thompson decided to involve himself in the issue, his spokesperson, Ebony Meeks, told The 
Jewish Week, “Comptroller Thompson is the chief investment officer of pension funds in New York City, so 
he knows the field very well. After we were contacted about this issue, our office of research determined 
that [Russia and other former Soviet republics] were indeed committing a violation of international rules by 
refusing to make pension payments.”

Vladimir Khlebnikov, spokesman for Russian Consul General Sergei Garmonin, who has met with Gutman 
several times to discuss the pension issue, said, “This issue is not part of our competency but will be 
decided by the Russian Pension Fund [a Russian government agency under the aegis of the Ministry of 
Health and Social Development]. I would simply point out that the Russian Federation is one of the few 
countries that pays pensions to people living abroad.”

According to Steve Krishtul, an attorney who is assisting Gutman in his effort to press the Russians to pay 
�S�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V���W�R���c�P�L�J�U�c�V�����³�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���5�X�V�V�L�D�¶�V���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���S�H�Q�V�L�R�Q���O�D�Z�V���G�R���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���W�K�H�L�U���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���S�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V�����L�Q��
reality discriminatory limitations of t�K�H�V�H���O�D�Z�V���H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\���S�U�H�F�O�X�G�H���D���Y�D�V�W���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���c�P�L�J�U�c�V���I�U�R�P���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J��
payments.”
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Krishtul noted that Russia’s own Constitutional Court ruled in 1998 that Russia’s pension law passed in 
1993 does not pass the scrutiny of constitutional review and directed the responsible agencies to use its 
decision as a guideline for adoption of new regulations.

But he added, “Unfortunately, to date there has been no change. Russian immigrants who left Russia prior 
to reaching pension age cannot still realize their right to receive pensions because Russia’s social security 
bodies refuse to pay them.”

For his part, Yakov Gutman, who will be in Moscow during the June 4-6 meetings, said he is less optimistic 
than Nadler that the meeting may lead to a breakthrough.

“This is not something we can afford to leave to the bureaucrats,” he said. “Both the Russian Jewish and 
American Jewish communities have to stay actively involved and insist that Russia give us satisfaction on 
this issue.”

#11
Bush Reaches to Putin as Relations Continue to Slide 
By Peter Baker and Peter Finn 
Washington Post, May 31, 2007 

President Bush yesterday launched a high-stakes effort to repair the dramatically deteriorating U.S. 
relationship with Russia by inviting President Vladimir Putin to visit the family compound in Kennebunkport, 
Maine, after weeks of rhetoric reminiscent of the Cold War.

The White House has grown increasingly alarmed lately with the harsh tone coming out of Moscow and its 
hardening positions on issues that include Iran's nuclear program, Kosovo statehood and missile defense. 
Administration officials said privately that the situation has reached a crisis stage and needs to be reversed 
before it gets worse.

Although the president's aides do not expect to resolve the stickiest issues dividing the two sides during the 
visit to the Bush family retreat on the rocky Maine coast July 1-2, they hope the relaxed setting will restore 
U.S.-Russian relations to a more constructive footing. In more than six years as president, Bush has never 
asked any foreign leader to join him at his parents' seaside home until now, and aides hope Putin will be 
impressed with the show of intimacy.

"The Russians still remain a very important partner, despite the tensions that may arise over various 
issues," White House press secretary Tony Snow told reporters after announcing the meeting yesterday. 
"We're going to make all our concerns known, but on the other hand, we're going to continue working to 
work ahead."

But Russia specialists expressed doubt that Bush can make much headway with Putin, particularly now that 
both are heading into the twilight of their tenures. Putin has said that he will step down next spring in 
accordance with constitutional term limits, just months before Bush's successor is chosen in a U.S. election. 
Domestic politics in both countries have ratcheted up the tension lately.

"This is a relationship that's been taking one body blow after another," said Stephen Sestanovich, who was 
ambassador to former Soviet republics under President Bill Clinton. "It's very hard to put something like that 
back together when both leaders are deep into lame-duck status."

The two sides are at loggerheads over several contentious issues. Bush wants Russia to do more to press 
Iran to give up its nuclear program, while Moscow objects to U.S.-backed independence for Kosovo, the 
U.N.-administered southern province of Serbia. Most combustible has been the U.S. plan to deploy missile 
defense systems in Eastern Europe, a move Russia sees as an unjustified provocation in its backyard.
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The Bush administration may have misjudged how much the missile defense plan would rile the Kremlin. 
U.S. officials have been shocked by the tenor of the Russian response. Putin recently appeared to compare 
U.S. policy to that of the Third Reich and suspended compliance with a major arms-control treaty to protest 
the missile defense. Just this week, he accused the United States of turning Europe into a "powder keg," 
and his government announced it has tested a new multiple-warhead missile that could penetrate any U.S. 
anti-missile shield.

Anti-American rhetoric has become a staple of Kremlin-controlled television and many Russian political 
speeches, a reflection according to analysts of both genuine grievances and a desire to assert Russia's 
revival as a world power under Putin. The Kremlin views Western lecturing on democracy in Russia as an 
attempt to derail Putin's carefully orchestrated succession plans.

Putin said last week that criticism of human rights is an attempt to make Russia "more pliable" on other 
issues. "The death penalty in some Western countries -- let's not point fingers, secret prisons and torture 
exist in Europe, problems with the media in some countries, immigration laws which in some European 
countries are not in line with the general principles of international law or democratic order -- these things, 
too, fall under common values," Putin said after meeting with Portugal's prime minister Tuesday.

He went on to say: "Let's not talk about having immaculate, white fluffy partners on one side, and on the 
other a monster who has just come out of a forest with claws and corns growing instead of legs."

Tension with Europe has grown as well. German Chancellor Angela Merkel, who holds the rotating 
presidency of the European Union, just had a frosty meeting with Putin in Russia during which she publicly 
criticized the Kremlin's crackdown on political opponents. Britain recently sought the extradition of a Russian 
accused in the polonium poisoning of a former KGB officer in London, only to be rebuffed. And a sustained 
assault on the computer systems of Estonia, a NATO member, has been blamed on Russia.

Such issues may dominate next week's summit of the Group of Eight major industrial nations to be hosted 
by Merkel in Germany. Bush and Putin will meet on the sidelines of the summit June 7, but not long enough, 
according to aides, to make significant progress. Bush then plans to visit the two European countries that 
have agreed to host portions of the U.S. missile defense systems -- Poland and the Czech Republic -- a 
high-profile show of support against Russian pressure.

Bush also plans to host Estonia's president, Toomas Hendrik Ilves, at the White House on June 25 -- just a 
week before Putin's visit to Kennebunkport -- another meeting fraught with symbolism to the Russians, who 
are angry with Estonia for moving a memorial to Soviet soldiers killed during World War II.

Bush aides said the Putin visit is coming about because the Russian leader already had plans to travel to 
Guatemala. Some hope he and Bush will be able to sign a civil nuclear cooperation agreement, but as one 
official put it, "I don't think we're holding our breath." The official said the meeting will deal frankly with the 
recent disputes. "It isn't going to be a sweep-things-under-the-rug kind of meeting," he said.

Michael A. McFaul, a scholar at Stanford University, said U.S.-Russian relations have reached the lowest 
point in 20 years. Administration officials "are apoplectic" and "it feels to them like a crisis," McFaul said. A 
year ago, administration officials disagreed about how to interpret Russia; today, the debate is over. But 
McFaul added: "Nobody has a good idea of what is to be done."

Toby T. Gati, a former State Department official who advises U.S. firms doing business in Russia, said Bush 
and Putin will each go to Kennebunkport counting on his ability to change the other's mind, and neither will 
succeed. "All the warm words and backslapping aren't going to change the fact that there's no 'there' there," 
she said. "There's no substantive relationship."

Finn reported from Moscow.
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#12
Torah's Wending Way From Philly to Ukraine 
By Rachel Silverman 
Philadelphia Jewish Exponent, May 31, 2007

Like many cities in the former Soviet Union, Kerch -- today part of Ukraine -- didn't permit much in the way 
of Jewish life and practice during the greater part of the 20th century.

But after the Ukrainian state declared independence in 1991, a movement for Jewish renewal began, and a 
congregation was born in the seaport city.

According to Rabbi Alexander Dukhovny, who serves as the chief Reform rabbi of Kiev and Ukraine, the 
shul now boasts 300 members, and runs a stream of classes, social groups and even holds High Holiday 
services.

Still, it has no Torah.

That's why when Congregation Beth Or of Maple Glen offered one of their own scrolls as a gift, the 
Ukrainian synagogue jumped at the chance.

"The Torah breeds understanding, tolerance and pluralism -- it offers moral and ethical laws," explained 
Dukhovny. "It will help the congregation understand the real meaning of Judaism and the Jewish way of 
life."

On Friday evening, May 25, leaders of Congregation Beth Or presented the scroll -- one of nine in the 
synagogue's ark -- as well as the accompanying yad and breastplate, to Dukhovny, who had traveled all the 
way from Ukraine for the occasion.

The ceremony, which coincided with the synagogue's annual awards banquet, and therefore drew a large 
crowd, was preceded by a Shabbat dinner, and ended with a Torah processional through the sanctuary.

The idea of such a donation was the brainchild of education director Susan Edelstein, who coordinated the 
exchange through the World Union for Progressive Judaism.

She said that the agency -- based in Jerusalem -- acts as an umbrella organization for Reform, Liberal, 
Progressive and Reconstructionist movements. The institution helped her locate a Jewish community in 
need, and then facilitated the logistics of transporting the scroll.

This process, which required the approval of synagogue board members, began almost a year ago, noted 
Edelstein.

In a letter printed in the synagogue newsletter, Senior Rabbi Gregory S. Marx listed several reasons for 
congregants and the community to support the gift.

First, he cited a sense of connectedness among all Jews.

"As the Talmud teaches, 'All Jews are responsible one for the other, whether or not we know them,' " he 
wrote. "We are bound together in a covenant of faith and history."

The scroll, continued Marx, will also enable Judaism to flourish in the area at large.

As he explained in a separate interview, "You can't really have a vibrant Jewish community without a Torah 
scroll. It's like asking a doctor to be a doctor without a stethoscope."
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Finally, the rabbi pointed out, the recent celebration of Shavuot provided the shul with an important example 
to follow.

"We may not be on Mount Sinai," he reminded, "but the giving of Torah is no less poignant and powerful."

#13
Russian rabbi, EJC president in row 
JTA Brief, May 31, 2007

Moscow's chief rabbi said he is considering taking the president of the European Jewish Congress to a 
rabbinical court. Rabbi Pinchas Goldschmidt said an e-mail apology he received from Pierre Besnainou was 
insufficient.

During a May 17 governing board meeting to decide the date of the EJC election, Besnainou lashed out at 
Goldschmidt after the rabbi argued in support of a vote before the World Jewish Congress presidential 
elections on June 10. Goldschmidt's position is supported by Russian Jewish Congress Chairman Moshe 
Kantor, Besnainou's opponent in the EJC election.

"Pinchas, you're not a rabbi, you're not religious, you're a disgrace to the yarmulke, you should take off your 
yarmulke," Besnainou said.

In a May 21 e-mail to Besnainou obtained by JTA, Goldschmidt demanded that the EJC president 
apologize.

"As a rabbi, I am committed not to overcome or ignore what you said to me, since it is not only a personal 
insult, but an insult to the Torah," Goldschmidt wrote.

Besnainou in a long e-mail affirmed his respect for Goldschmidt as a rabbi, but also explained his remark.

"I have been very disappointed by your attitude these last weeks, and above all during the last meeting," 
Besnainou wrote. He went on to say that Goldschmidt was supporting a hidden agenda and acting "as a 
skilled strategist and no longer as a rabbi."

Goldschmidt found the apology insufficient and informed all 41 EJC community leaders that he was 
considering the court action.

In making their position on the EJC vote, Kantor and a number of Jewish community leaders said the EJC 
president should have a strong mandate when participating in the WJC elections.


