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WASHINGTON, D.C. June 15, 2007
TO: NCSJ Leadership and Interested Parties

FROM: Edward B. Robin, Chairman
Lesley Israel, NCSJ President
Mark B. Levin, NCSJ Executive Director

In Brief: NCSJ Board of Governors Meets
Dear Friends,

Earlier this week, the NCSJ Board of Governors meeting was held in Washington, D.C. Our members heard from
scholars, activists and government officials on the current challenges in Russia and Ukraine. In addition, Lesley
Weiss provided an update on the recently convened OSCE Conference on "Combating Discrimination and
Promoting Mutual Respect and Understanding" in Bucharest, Romania which you will read more about below.

Our Board meeting speakers, Ambassador James Collins, Diplomat-in-Residence at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, and Michele Raffino, U.S. National Security Council Director for Russian Affairs, emphasized
the need for better communication between the United States and Russia to resolve their areas of difference.
When Presidents Bush and Putin meet in Maine a few weeks from now, they will have a full agenda of issues to
discuss, ranging from security, to energy, to the Middle East, to democratization. However, better communication
alone won't fix all of the differences, particularly in the areas of democratization and security.

The situation is far different in Ukraine, currently undergoing an intense struggle to decide the country's future.
Our speaker, Markian Bilynskyj, Vice-President and Director of Field Operations in Ukraine of the U.S.-Ukraine
Foundation, highlighted the views of the various factions competing to win the upcoming elections in late
September.

Lesley first traveled to Bucharest in 1984, during the height of Nicolae Ceausescu's Stalinist rule. Back then it was
a dark, dreary place and the Jewish delegation was searched, followed, bugged and prevented from speaking
freely with Jewish residents. Food was rationed, and prospects for any improvement in civil liberties appeared
grim. Bucharest today is a much different place and the contrast is striking. Like other post-Soviet societies, the
government is struggling to establish the rule of law, eliminate corruption, and reduce widespread poverty.
However, as a member of the European Union, Romania appears firmly on the road to democratic reform and
accountability. With these historic changes as the background, the OSCE met in Bucharest to address issues of
anti-Semitism and discrimination. NCSJ and our member agencies urged the assembled representatives of the
OSCE to support the collection of data on hate crimes, to promote Holocaust education, and to provide continuing
leadership in the fight against discrimination and intolerance in their countries.

Best,

f ey

Mark Levin
Executive Director Director of Community Services and Cultural Affairs
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#1

Nasty, Unfinished Cold War Business
Editorial

New York Times, June 9, 2007

Vladimir Putin has proved again what a canny player he is, calling President Bush’s bluff and suggesting
that parts of Mr. Bush’s cherished missile defense system could be based at an old Soviet radar station in
Azerbaijan or perhaps in Turkey or even Iraq. It's hard to know if the Russian president is serious or just
trying to stall the effort. Despite Mr. Bush’s impatience, there’s plenty of time to try to find out: the American
shield and the Iranian missiles it's supposed to deflect are years away from working.

The presidents’ kiss and makeup session shouldn’t erase Mr. Putin’s earlier threats that Moscow would
retarget its weapons against Europe if Washington went ahead with plans to build the system there.

The mathematics of his dudgeon never added up. Ten rudimentary missile interceptors would pose no
threat to the thousands of sophisticated weapons in Russia’s nuclear arsenal. So if you suspect that Mr.
Putin was trying to divert attention from his own multiple sins — abusing civil liberties, bludgeoning his
neighbors — you’re probably right. Still, his shrill posturing was an important reminder of just how much of
the Cold War’s nastiest business is still unfinished.

Go back to the mathematics for a moment. Nearly two decades after the Berlin Wall came down the United
States and Russia together still have nearly 25,000 nuclear weapons — including 6,000 long-range
weapons deployed and ready to launch. By 2012, the two sides are each supposed to cut their number of
deployed weapons to around 2,000. But under the terms of the 2002 Moscow Treaty, there are no
restrictions on how many weapons they can keep in reserve. Mr. Bush never wanted a binding agreement.
In a particularly grudging touch, the Moscow Treaty’s limits expire the day they go into effect. And since
2002, thanks to Mr. Bush, there have been no serious discussions about any further arms cuts.



The president and his aides ridicule anyone who advocates new agreements with our no-longer-enemies,
the Russians, as mired in old think. There are so many things wrong with that approach that it's hard to
know where to start.

Mr. Putin’s posturing should first be a reminder that friendship can be fleeting. The dangers of accidental
launch or theft that come with such huge arsenals are the stuff of nightmares. And then there’s the whole
“do as | say, not as | do” problem. Mr. Bush would have a lot more credibility when he tries to block the
nuclear ambitions of Iran and North Korea if he were championing a genuine effort to keep reducing the
word'’s two largest arsenals rather than blocking it.

Mr. Bush has invited Mr. Putin to his family home in Kennebunkport next month. We hope the elder Mr.
Bush — a real believer in that “old think” — is around. Maybe he could persuade his son to put the
unfinished business of thousands of nuclear weapons where it belongs: on the top of the agenda.

#2
Jewish scholars expected to visit Ukraine Holocaust grave
AP, June 10, 2007

Rabbis from Israel and the United States are expected to visit the Ukrainian site of a mass grave believed to
contain the remains of thousands of Jews slaughtered during World War Il, local Jewish community
representatives said Friday.

The grave was discovered by chance last month by workers digging to lay gas pipelines in the village of
Gvozdavka-1, about 175 kilometers northwest of the Black Sea port city of Odessa, according to Jewish
leaders and local officials.

Three rabbis are to arrive at the site in southern Ukraine on Monday to consider identification and reburial
efforts and to evaluate the size of the grave, said Berl Kapulkin, spokesman for Odessa's Jewish
community.

"The procedure of reburial is very difficult. Everything must be done according Jewish rules to respect the
victims," Kapulkin told The Associated Press.

Both Jewish leaders in Ukraine and Holocaust scholars have said that thousands of Jews were brought to
the area in 1941 and that as many as 10,000 were killed.

According to Ukrainian Jews, the names of only 93 of the Jews killed at the Gvozdavka-1 site have been
established.

The regional Jewish community also has voiced plans to erect a fence around the site and put up a
monument. On Thursday, the community asked local authorities to cede the land so the site could be
commemorated and respected properly.

"A gas pipeline has already been put over people's bones. It is blasphemy," said Roman Shvartsman a
Jewish community spokesman.

"Many bones are just lying on the ground," Shvartsman said.



#3

Putin Plays Down I.M.F. and W.T.O.
By Andrew E. Kramer

New York Times, June 11, 2007

ST. PETERSBURG, Russia, June 10 President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia called Sunday for a new global
economic framework that would play down the role of institutions like the International Monetary Fund and
the World Trade Organization and instead emphasize regional alliances.

Such a system, he said, would reflect the rising power of emerging- market economies like Russia, China,
India and Brazil, and the decline of old heavyweights like the United States, the Europeans and Japan.

Mr. Putin, speaking at a business forum attended by international corporate executives, said advanced
industrial economies were dominating the institutions of world trade in an “inflexible” manner, even as their
own share of global wealth was diminishing.

The world needs a “new architecture of international economic relations based on trust and mutually
beneficial integration,” he said. “Today protectionism, which the W.T.O. is meant to fight, often comes from
developed economies.”

He said that more than 60 percent of the world’s output was produced outside the G-7 countries: the United
States, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and Canada.

Goldman Sachs has predicted that by 2050, Brazil, Russia, India and China will be the world’s dominant
economies.

Mr. Putin’s critique of Western economic institutions came as Russia is seeking membership in the W.T.O.,
the Geneva-based forum for world economic disputes. W.T.O. members have criticized Russia for allowing
the pirating of intellectual property, among other violations of trade rules.

The Russian leader’s ideas received a lukewarm response from the foreign officials in attendance.

Peter Mandelson, the European Union trade commissioner, countered Mr. Putin’s suggestion that regional
economic alliances might replace global institutions like the I.M.F., which emerged more than half a century
ago in the aftermath of World War Il. “Globalization does not respect spheres of influence,” Mr. Mandelson
said. “Membership in the W.T.O. is Russia’s ticket to a rules-based system.”

The meeting was held to reassure investors and foreign leaders that Russia remained committed to free
trade and open to foreign investment, in spite of a chill in political relations with the West.

At the meeting, Boeing announced a $3.5 billion plane sale to the Russian national carrier Aeroflot. Also,
Suzuki, Audi and Samsung announced new factories. In total, 30 deals were signed worth $13.5 billion,
according to organizers.



#4
Prime Minister Says Georgia in NATO by 2009
RFE/RL, June 11, 2007

Prime Minister Zurab Noghaideli of Georgia said today that he expects his country to be a member of the
NATO alliance in 2009.

Noghaideli made the statement at a press conference at the broadcasting headquarters of Radio Free
Europe/Radio Liberty in Prague. He said Georgia will "in a very short period of time" implement new
programs that will make it eligible to be invited to join the alliance at the next NATO summit. "In 2009,
Georgia will be in NATO," Noghaideli said.

In wide-ranging remarks, Noghaideli also spoke about his country's success in combatting corruption and
instituting economic reform that is boosting the economy into double-digit growth. Noghaideli said his
government expects Georgia's economy this year to grow 12 percent compared to 2006. "We have
overcome the Russian embargo that meant we lost 70 percent of our export market," he said, adding that a
ban on selling Georgian wines in Russia, imposed in March 2006, is still in place.

Noghaideli dismissed questions drawing comparisons between Georgia's breakaway regions of Abkhazia
and South Ossetia and Kosovo, an independence-seeking Serbian province populated mostly by ethnic
Albanians. Asked about Russian president Vladimir Putin's objection to a U.S.-backed UN plan for
Kosovo's independence from Serbia on the grounds that it would set a precedent for Abkhazian and South
Ossetian independence from Georgia, Noghaideli emphasized, "The future of Abkhazia can only be decided
by the whole prewar population of Abkhazia, not only by those who have managed to ethnically cleanse the
region and are now claiming independence." Noghaideli said, "l strongly believe that there is no possibility,
no way, to draw these parallels [between Kosovo and Georgia's Abkhazia and South Ossetia] and to repeat
this precedent." He said he has no doubt "Abkhazia's and South Ossetia's conflicts are going to be resolved
peacefully, in the framework of the territorial integrity of Georgia."

#5

Ukraine hits out at Russian ‘danger’

By Stefan Wagstyl and Roman Olearchyk
Financial Times June 11, 2007

Russian political interference and the lack of transparency around energy supplies coming mainly from
Russia threaten Ukraine as it struggles with serious political turmoil, the head of the security services in
Kiev has warned.

“We are a young country. For any country it is dangerous when domestic politics is being interfered with by
foreign sources,” said Valentyn Nalyvaichenko, the acting chief of the SBU, the state security service, in his
first foreign media interview.

He also pointed to the dangers of corruption, weak institutions and a lack of co-ordination in pursuing big
criminal cases.

His remarks came as Ukraine is embroiled in a power struggle between President Viktor Yushchenko and
his rival, Viktor Yanukovich, the prime minister, in which Moscow takes a keen interest.



A 41-year-old former diplomat and fluent English speaker, Mr Nalyvaichenko said in the interview at the
SBU’s imposing Kiev headquarters last week: “I feel Ukraine’s independence and statehood should be
protected from any turmoil, domestic or external.”

The road to security lay in domestic reform and in improved co-operation with foreign security services,
including those of the US, EU states, Israel, Russia and other neighbouring states, he argued.

While Mr Nalyvaichenko, who was picked for his post last year by the president, was explicit about the
danger of Russian interference in Ukraine, he was careful to avoid pinning any blame on the Russian
security services or other state institution.

He singled out for comment recent anti-Nato demonstrations in Crimea, where pro-Russian sentiments are
strong and where the Russian Black Sea fleet is based in the Ukrainian port of Sevastopol.

There was no “domestic reason for such negative and active anti-Nato” protests, said Mr Nalyvaichenko,
who, like Mr Yushchenko, is a firm believer in closer co-operation with Nato. “Dangerous” slogans were
being used in Crimea and “false information” such as claims that Nato troops would be stationed in Ukraine.

“This is absolutely against the national interest of Ukraine. Using some so-called pro-Russian organisation
in Crimea, politicians — mostly domestic — are exploiting this issue to boost their popularity,” he said.

The SBU chief indicated he was aware of finance coming from outside Ukraine and said misusing political
financing laws was “a little bit dangerous”. Those who broke the rules would be prosecuted, he said, citing
the example of Proryv, the Kremlin-backed Russian nationalist youth group which had had its Sevastopol

office closed by a court order.

Donetska Respublika, a separatist grouping in eastern Ukraine, where many Russia-oriented Ukrainians
live, had also been taken to court.

Mr Nalyvaichenko also gave the example of Konstantin Zatulin, the nationalist Russian MP, who was
banned from Ukraine after making inflammatory speeches.

As for energy security, the SBU chief said the key was greater transparency. He promised that Russia and
Ukraine would this summer provide greater clarity about the natural gas trade in which the controversial
Rosukrenergo company plays a vital role. “Ukraine and Russia should make this situation more transparent.
[We need to show] what the real prices are and what the real financial sources are here, the flowing of
money, and risks of dirty money and money laundering. To know the real situation, the real operators, the
real deal, is key.”

The SBU chief complained about the lack of co-operation between state agencies, saying this undermined
the rule of law, and called for reform and the creation of a new anti-corruption unit.

#6

In Kharkov, Jewish students keep memory of their massacred relatives alive
By Matthew Wagner

The Jerusalem Post, June 11, 2007

Jewish college students from this northern Ukraine town stood sweating patiently in their costumes Sunday
under the late afternoon sun.

On the steps of the Drobitsky Yar Memorial, they would soon reenact in a short skit the massacre of 30,000
Jews who were machine-gunned to death in the winter of 1941.



A crowd of about a hundred had gathered to see the skit and take part in a short Holocaust memorial
ceremony organized by the local JCC, supported by the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against
Germany and the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.

There were about a dozen Holocaust survivors, men in polyester short sleeve shirts and women in summer
skirts with hair dyed unnatural colors - pale blue, copper.

There were also middle-aged participants - the second generation, or what Holocaust educators call the
"hinge generation", the generation who had to confront the personal legacies of their parents.

But the young Ukrainian Hillel students, dressed in overcoats and hats, carrying suitcases and baby dolls,
were the third generation. They often had no significant contact with their grandparents who survived the
Einsatzgruppen - Nazi mobile killing units who operated in Ukraine just behind the advancing German
troops and other dangers to return to their hometowns.

They began climbing the steps of the memorial, shedding their clothes and belongings as they went, just as
the victims of the Drobitsky Yar massacre had been commanded to undress by the Nazis and their Ukraine
collaborators.

At the top of the memorial, an additional group of Kharkov students dressed in white waited to play the
angels who would gather the victims and take them to heaven.

On the eve of World War 1l 150,000 Jews lived in Kharkov. By the end of the war only 1,000 remained.
Those who were not killed were transferred to forced labor camps in Germany or fled east.

Today there are between 30,000 and 50,000 Jews in Kharkov, which has a total population of 1.5 million.

Serge Volodaisik, 18, a sophomore at one of Kharkov's excellent universities and one of the actors in the
skit, is a third generation Kharkov resident. His father, like many people in this country with extreme
economic polarization, is unemployed and his mother is a schoolteacher.

"l don't know whether | will stay here," said Volodasik in good English, still in costume as a Holocaust victim.
"My brother is in America. And | have family in Israel."

He smiled easily as he told of his life in Kharkov. There is no anti-Semitism, there are plenty of friends at the
Hillel house and he feels at home in the town where he was born and raised. "If | do leave, it will be for
economic reasons," he said.

Rolling, verdant meadows and lush orchards surround the memorial. The bucolic calm of the place sharply
contrasts with its brutal history as a killing field for Kharkov's Jews. Volodasik's youthfully exuberance also
seems strangely out of place here. But perhaps Volodasik is a living example of the vitality and staying
power of the Jewish people.

#7

Estonian Jews keeping mum in fray over relocation of Soviet memorial
By Matt Siegel

JTA, June 12, 2007

TALLINN, Estonia (JTA) — Partisans on both sides are trying to draw this country's tiny Jewish population
into the bitter fray over the Estonian government's decision to relocate a Soviet war memorial.



The "Bronze Soldier," a statue representing a World War ll-era Red Army fighter, was moved from its
central downtown location to a military cemetery on the outskirts of town, sparking violent riots and
retaliation from the Russian government.

One rioter was killed, 150 were wounded and more than 1,000 were detained in the worst street violence to
hit the Estonian capital since it left the Soviet orbit in 1991.

Local Jews are trying to stay out of what has become an international melee.

"We don't want to be small soldiers in a big war," said Alexander Dusman, chairman of the small Jewish
community of lda-Virumaa in northern Estonia. "It's very difficult to be in the middle."

Ethnic Russians, who comprise one-quarter of Estonia's 1.3 million people, consider the statue's removal
this spring as an insult to the Soviet Army, which liberated Estonia from Nazi occupation in 1944.

Many ethnic Estonians, a majority of the country's population, view the 6-foot, 5-inch statue as a chafing
reminder of the Soviet Union's 47-year postwar occupation of their country.

"For Russians it's a symbol of liberation," Dusman said. "For Estonians it's a symbol of oppression."
Proponents of the ethnics' position ostensibly seek Jewish support as a seal of approval to counter Russian
charges that Estonian nationalism smacks of fascist revisionism. Pro-Russian opponents of the statue's
removal believe Estonian Jews should be outraged at the lack of respect for the army that freed their
country from the Nazis.

No major Estonian Jewish organization has issued a formal position on the matter, opting to deal with the
matter internally. Estonia's Jewish population numb ers no more than 3,500.

Dusman's community came to a consensus in a board meeting that the government's decision was ill
advised, but has not gone public with it.

"Maybe it's better for the Jewish community now to be more neutral," he said.

One Israeli resident of the city described the scenes of smashed Estonian shop windows in the rioting as
eerily reminiscent of Kristallnacht in Nazi Germany in November 1938.

"It was like walking on a minefield," said Ronnie Vinnikov, senior advisor on Global FSU Jewry for the
Jewish Agency for Israel.

The rioting was followed by protests at Estonian embassies in Moscow and Kiev, the disruption of rail and
trucking service between the two countries, and most recently what seems to be an orchestrated attack on
Estonian government, banking and media Web sites. Estonian officials blame the Russian government.

The leaders of both countries have spoken out harshly.

At last month's dedication of the first postwar synagogue in Tallinn, Estonian President Toomas Hendrik
llves talked about the "need for independence in the light of history."

Russian President Vladimir Putin has accused Estonia of reverting to fascism.

"They're all playing the Jew card," said Yosef Kats, editor of the Jewish monthly Ha-Shahar. "It's between
Russia and Estonia -- please leave us out of it."

Kats' opinion is echoed by the chief rabbi of Estonia, Shmuel Kot, a Chabad-Lubavitcher.



"This isn't a Jewish problem," he said. "The synagogue should be above all this."

Estonian Jews are in a particularly difficult situation, bound not only by their mixed ethnic background but
also their history and the increasingly hostile world of post-Soviet politics.

"We have Estonians, Ukrainians and Russians," Dusman said. "Unfortunately the majority of them are
under big propaganda from Russia."

Most Estonian Jews are of Russian background, brought in by the Soviets to work skilled professions, or
arriving of their own accord seeking jobs and university positions in what by Soviet standards was a more
liberal environment for Jews.

Many share the viewpoint of the Russian government that removing the statue is a desecration. For the
older generation in particular, this argument strikes a strong chord.

One 25-year-old interpreter, who wished to remain anonymous, recalls the war stories told by his great-gran
dfather, a highly decorated commander in the Red Army who fought from Moscow to Berlin.

The young man, who grew up in an independent Estonia, has mixed feelings about the relocation.

"The riot was a crime," he said, adding that it was the Estonian government's fault. He said also that the
Russian government "could use the criminals," or rioters, to bolster its anti-Estonian position.

While the Jewish community in Estonia has chosen to keep silent on the matter, some foreign Jews are
speaking out.

The Los Angeles-based Simon Wiesenthal Center called the memorial's removal an insult to the victims of
Nazism.

"It must never be forgotten that it was the Red Army which effectively stopped the mass murder conducted
by the Nazis and their local collaborators on Estonian soil," the center's chief Nazi hunter, Efraim Zuroff, told
The Associated Press.

Berel Lazar, one of Russia's two chief rabbis and a key Putin ally, has been especially vocal, suggesting in
a recent statement to Interfax that the Estonian government is involved in an attempt to revive Nazism.

"We know that extremist forces are raising their heads in some European countries, nursing plans to
rehabilitate the Nazi ideology," he said.

If Estonia -- better known for its mix of high-tech lifestyle and medieval architecture than for radical politics --
is indeed fostering dreams of rehabilitating the Reich, one would not get that impression from speaking to
Jews living in the tiny member-state of the European Union.

"Show me another country where the president and the prime minister come to the opening of a new
synagogue and treat it as if it was their own holiday," Kot said.

Although Kot was reticent to criticize comments made by Lazar, a spiritual leader for whom he says he has
great respect, he seemed aware of the difficulties such comments can cause.

"They are looki ng at the problem from a very narrow point of view," he said. "I don't think it helps the
situation.”

Further complicating matters is the fact that many elderly Estonian Jews, struggling to make ends meet,

draw both Estonian and Russian pensions. This makes them additionally disinclined to speak out on either
side for fear of losing what is for many of them a key lifeline.
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Still, some Estonian Jewish leaders are willing to voice their opinions, albeit not in the name of their
community.

Dusman views the crisis as a manifestation of Russia's desire to restore its waning political and economic
influence over its former satellites.

"As for myself," he said, "l am sure that Russia is behind this."

#8

Putin's Missile Gambit

Editorial

Wall Street Journal, June 12, 2007

Welcome to the fight, Vladimir Putin. That's the generous way to respond to the Russian President's
surprising, if also somewhat confused, missile-defense offer at last week's G-8 summit in Germany. Mr.
Putin wants to join the proposed U.S.-led system for Europe by substituting a Russian radar in Azerbaijan
for the planned radar in the Czech Republic.

The underreported implication here is that, in offering to help, Moscow is acknowledging what most of the
rest of the Continent figured out long ago: that Iran's nuclear program and growing missile capability are a
potential threat. Russians have long said this privately, understanding that the war in Chechnya could take a
dangerous turn if Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad follows through on his promise to share the
"Islamic" bomb and missiles with fellow Muslims.

But Mr. Putin's public stance has recently been that the proposed "third site" for Europe is aimed at Russia,
not Iran -- even though the Russians know that the system is designed to defend against one or two
missiles launched from the Middle East, not against the thousands of missiles in the Russian arsenal. Mr.
Putin's implicit acknowledgment of the Iranian threat constitutes a 180-degree turn.

The Bush Administration's immediate response to Mr. Putin's offer was to say it will study the matter to see
if it's technically feasible. Fair enough; no one wanted to blow up the summit. But as a strategic matter, the
appropriate response is already evident: The defenses belong in Europe, not Central Asia.

The U.S. deliberations with the Czech Republic and Poland, where 10 interceptor-missiles are planned, is a
matter for bilateral negotiations between Washington and two sovereign nations. The Cold War is over, and
Moscow isn't the main player here; this is a matter for Prague and Warsaw to decide. Countries formerly in
Moscow's orbit are worried enough about Russia. Letting Moscow have a say in how they defend
themselves would undermine Eastern European confidence in American promises.

As a technical matter, the Russian proposal also looks to be a non-starter for the simple reason that
Azerbaijan -- or Turkey, where Mr. Putin suggests placing the interceptors planned for Poland -- are
geographically too close to Iran to work effectively. A long-range missile launched from Iran might be long
gone before the system had a chance to pick it up on radar, launch the interceptor, and engage.

After studying the options for several years, the U.S. chose Poland and the Czech Republic for good
reasons. The private intelligence agency Stratfor explains the decision with a baseball analogy: "The
Polish/Czech facility would serve as an outfielder trying to 'catch' a missile after watching to see where it is
going. The Russians want the outfielder to stand in Azerbaijan, which would be essentially right next to
home plate." Ship-based interceptors -- another Putin suggestion -- are designed to shoot down short-range
and medium-range missiles.
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The proposed system for Europe is part of the Bush Administration's vision of missile defense with a global
reach. It has been inviting Russia to participate ever since it announced the U.S. withdrawal from the ABM
Treaty in December 2001. U.S. officials have held numerous talks with their Russian counterparts on what
form that cooperation might take. Russia has potentially useful expertise in several areas, including rocket
engines and propulsion systems.

The U.S. Missile Defense Agency will spend the summer evaluating the Russian offer, and there's a
possibility there will be a useful way to integrate the Azerbaijan radar into the U.S. global system. It's not,
however, a substitute for the necessary facilities in Poland and the Czech Republic.

#9
Police nab 2 for assaults in Russia
JTA Brief, June 13, 2007

Russian police have arrested two men in connection with the assaults of a local community leader and a
visiting rabbi.

Ervin Kirshtein and a Canadian referred to only as Rabbi Zvi were attacked on Monday evening and berated
with anti-Semitic slogans. Officials in Ivanovo, an industrial center northeast of Moscow, are treating the
crime under Russia’s hate crime statute.

"They were wearing traditional Jewish clothes at the moment of the attack. This possibly caused the attack,"
the regional prosecutor's office said, according to a report on Interfax.

The prosecutor's office went on to say that "police found evidence proving that the suspects belong to the
skinhead movement."

Anti-Semitic incidents are rarely prosecuted under the tougher hate crime regulations; more commonly they
are classified as "hooliganism." If convicted of "inciting inter-ethnic, racial or religious enmity," the two
attackers face penalties including a possible $20,000 fine and five years in prison.

#10
Global Jewish TV network in the works
JTA Brief, June 13, 2007

A Russian banker and politician plans to launch a global Jewish television network.
Vladimir Sloutsker, a senator in the Russian Parliament and former president of the Russian Jewish
Congress, said he believes a network is necessary to combat challenges facing the Jewish community,

Britain's Evening Standard reported.

“I believe an international Jewish television channel is a necessity," Sloutsker said. "The Jewish community
worldwide is currently facing and will face in the near future growing challenges worldwide.”

It is unclear how wealthy Sloutsker is, but he reportedly made two $250,000 donations to the Russian
Jewish Congress while he led it.
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#11

Why we must be firm with Moscow
By John McCain

Financial Times June 13, 2007

The writer is senator for Arizona and a candidate for Republican nominee in the 2008 US presidential
election

In perhaps the most direct challenge by any nation to Euro-Atlantic security since the end of the cold war,
President Vladimir Putin has threatened to target European capitals with nuclear weapons and veto a
United Nations resolution on the status of Kosovo — the culmination of 15 years of effort by the international
community to create a lasting foundation for peace in the Balkans. Russia has also threatened to withdraw
from the treaties limiting nuclear and conventional force deployments in Europe. Moscow refuses to
extradite a Russian agent accused in a British court of assassinating a Kremlin political opponent in London.

During the past four years, many independent Russian journalists have been murdered in mysterious
circumstances, including the renowned Anna Politkovskaya. The state now owns nearly all broadcast media
in Russia. Political dissent has been silenced. The Russian government has overseen the largest state-
directed seizure of private wealth and foreign investment since the 1930s. The government is accused of
launching a cyberwar against Estonia and has used energy as a weapon against smaller neighbours. Mr
Putin has called for a new international order that would elevate authoritarian states such as Russia, China
and Iran at the expense of the western democracies.

Mr Putin recently summed up these dubious accomplishments by describing himself as the world’'s greatest
democrat since Mahatma Gandhi. His blend of cynicism and Napoleonic delusion presents a dangerous
challenge to the Euro-Atlantic community. A profoundly authoritarian regime, dominated by an intelligence
service hostile to western liberal values and flush with cash from oil and gas, holds power in Moscow. This
development calls for a new western approach to a revanchist Russia, grounded in our shared strength as
liberal democracies.

Clearly, we in the west must pursue co-operation with Moscow where we can. But too many believe that we
can define an agenda of co-operation that is divorced from the nature of the Russian regime and its actions
against its own citizens. It is not possible to separate the character of Russian foreign policy from the
assault on fundamental freedoms in Russia itself, because they spring from the same source.

Mr Putin’s threats to target population centres in Europe with nuclear warheads reflect a startling disregard
for human security that characterises the Russian government’s approach to its own people. Moscow’s
meddling in Ukrainian politics and sponsorship of armed secessionists in Georgia and Moldova subverts
governments freely elected by their citizens.

The influence of Russia’s security services at home is mirrored in Russian foreign policy: American and
British authorities confirm that the number of Russian intelligence agents operating in their capitals has
reached cold war levels. Russian obstruction of international efforts to resolve the Iranian nuclear crisis and
end genocide in Darfur emboldens authoritarian leaders in Tehran and Khartoum to remain defiant,
paralleling Russia’s own lawless behaviour at home and abroad.

To meet the challenge of Russian revanchism, the world’s liberal powers could agree to form a League of
Democracies to address challenges such as Iran and Darfur where authoritarian veto-threats prevent
effective action to uphold shared liberal values. Western leaders could agree to return the Group of Eight to
its roots as the club of leading market democracies, which does not include Russia.
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Rather than tolerate Russian nuclear blackmail or cyber-attack, western nations could make clear that Nato
solidarity is indivisible and that its doors remain open to all democracies committed to the defence of
freedom — regardless of Russian fulminations.

Europe and the US could also pursue German chancellor Angela Merkel’s bold suggestion to construct a
transatlantic marketplace and invite Russia to join when it meets benchmarks on rule of law and economic
freedom. The European Union could develop a shared energy policy to govern Russian oil and gas imports,
and provide energy security for import-dependent economies. We must all step up our programmes to
support fundamental freedoms and the rule of law in Russia, rather than cutting them back as is proposed in
the US. We should expand our scholarship and exchange programmes to build ties with a new generation
of Russian leaders.

In a famous essay in 1947, George Kennan wrote that Russia’s external behaviour was a product of the
Russian political system, but that a firm western response to Soviet aggression would eventually bring
about the mellowing of the regime that produced it.

Russia today is not the adversary it was then, partly because it decided to end the cold war and reconcile
with the west. It now appears to be going its own way. A firm and unified response by the world’s great
democracies to aggressive Russian behaviour abroad could mellow the belligerent elements in Moscow’s
political system, illuminating for Russia’s leaders a pathway of democratic co-operation that writes a new
chapter of Russian history, rather than reopening an old one.

#12

Listening to Putin Bush should pay more than lip service to the Russian president's proposal to put
a missile defense shield in Azerbaijan.

Editorial

Los Angeles Times, June 14, 2007

THERE ARE A hundred reasons to dislike and distrust Russian President Vladimir V. Putin. Three of the
best are his domestic repression, his paranoid view of Western intentions and his attempts to reassert
Russia's influence over its neighbors in often unpleasant ways. Yet there are also a hundred ways in which
Russia can thwart U.S. ambitions. And Moscow grows richer and more powerful even as Washington
struggles with Iraq, Afghanistan and other global crises.

In its headlong rush to expand NATO, to cultivate the former Soviet states on Russia's periphery and, now,
to place anti-Iranian missile defense systems in Poland and the Czech Republic, the United States has fed
Russia's mistrust. The Russian public is wildly anti-American, and the Kremlin is of the bitter opinion that the
U.S. demands Russian cooperation on issues such as Iran and terrorism, yet refuses to acknowledge that
Russia too has national interests. Kremlin watchers warn of the ascendance of hard-liners who favor
rapprochement with China and expansion of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization to include Iran and
add a security treaty. That would be an ominous step toward a new Cold War.

President Bush took a welcome step toward easing tensions last week by pledging to give due
consideration to Putin's proposal to base missile defenses in Azerbaijan. (Bush was also smart to invite
"Vladimir - | call him Vladimir" - to his summer home in Kennebunkport, Maine, over the Fourth of July
holiday.) Putin's gambit could be a cynical ploy to try to split the U.S. from its Czech and Polish allies. Still,
that offer and other moves signal an important change in Moscow's position on Iran, which it has never
considered an enemy. International sanctions against Iran's nuclear program cannot succeed without
Russia, so Putin's change of heart is well-timed.

But U.S. missile defense hawks already are trashing the Azerbaijan idea. Apparently, Azerbaijan is close
enough to provide a helpful early warning of an Iranian missile launch, but too close for the midrange
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interceptor missiles planned for the Czech and Polish sites. If so, the technicians should figure out how to
make Putin a more feasible counterproposal.

The hawks have missed the point. The missile defense they so ardently defend doesn't work yet, and no
one knows when it might. The Iranian nuclear-tipped missiles it intends to intercept also don't exist yet, and
no one knows when they will. But the window for a healthier, cooperative relationship with Russia is open
now, and perhaps not for long. It would be immoral to appease Putin, but to spurn him would be foolish.

#13

Moscow abuzz at talk of third term for Putin
By Neil Buckley

Financial Times, June 14, 2007

Will Vladimir Putin seek a third term as Russian president? Moscow's political world is abuzz with
speculation that he might - but not immediately.

Mr Putin, so the theory goes, would not stand again when his second four-year term expires next March. To
do so would require changing the constitution, which limits presidents to two consecutive terms, and could
look undemocratic.

Instead, say analysts, business people and journalists, Mr Putin could come back in 2012, as the
constitution allows. Or the next president could stand down early because of "ill health". Another scenario is
that the constitution could be changed early in the next presidency to allow longer presidential terms (an
idea already being discussed), triggering elections in which Mr Putin returns.

The identity of Russia's next president dominates Russian political debate.

The Kremlin and Mr Putin have repeatedly denied he will stay for a third term, and few in Moscow believe
he will. But most Russians - and, apparently, a powerful Kremlin faction - would like him to.

Mr Putin has said only that he intends to retain unspecified "influence", with a variety of possible next moves
mooted, from prime minister or Gazprom chairman to head of the pro-Kremlin United Russia party (see
graphic).

One wealthy Russian businessman says Mr Putin does not want to be seen put-ting himself in the same
category as Alexander Lukashenko of Belarus or Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhstan. They both changed
constitutions to allow multiple presidential terms - or for life in Mr NazarbayeV's case.

"Putin enjoys being in the same company as Bush, Schrdder and Chirac," this businessman says. "He
doesn't want to be in the company of Lukashenko, Chavez [of Venezuela] and [Iran's] Ahmadi-Nejad."

A western banker with good Moscow connections agrees.

"Putin likes attending the G8 summit," he says. "But he could never come to the G8 having changed the
constitution to be there." Mr Putin will stay on, he adds, "only if there is a crisis".

Alexander Rahr of the German Council on Foreign Relations, who dined with the president in 2000 after
publishing a Putin biography, says the president made a pledge.

"He said, 'l will leave office. | may be elected a second time, but | will leave. Because | want to transform the

position of president away from a tsar . . . | can't break the law, because then others after me will do it," "
says Mr Rahr.
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Yet many believe an internal Kremlin conflict is raging between what Alexei Venediktov, editor of Ekho
Moskvy radio, calls a "constitutional party" and a "third term party". The latter, led by Igor Sechin, the
shadowy Kremlin deputy chief of staff, is said to be desperate to see Mr Putin stay to preserve unity among
the Russian elite and ensure his current entourage keeps power.

Some analysts suggest the third term party may be ready to provoke a crisis to persuade Mr Putin to stay.

A compromise, however, could be the succession of an interim president who is followed after a suitable
period by Mr Putin's return. Interestingly, Sergei Mironov, speaker of Russia's upper house and a Putin ally,
who in March called publicly for a Putin third term, declared suddenly last month that the issue of a third
term was a "closed question".

But Mr Mironov supported lengthening the presidential term from four to up to seven years, which would
require a constitutional change. Then, interviewed by foreign reporters last week, Mr Putin backed Mr
Mironov's proposal for longer terms, to a chorus of parliamentary support.

Constitutional experts see little time to introduce longer terms before next March's elections. But a new
president could begin work on constitutional changes that could provide a pretext for new elections in, say,
2010.

"Today, the most likely thing seems that after a short time there will be new elections, and [Mr Putin] will
start a third term, either after four years or after two," says Mr Venediktov.

Nezavisimaya Gazeta, an independent newspaper, recently agreed: "The option of a 'technical president'
who will take the fire upon himself in 2008 . . . is becoming more and more plausible. Later he will quietly
step aside, having prepared Vladimir Putin's triumphant return.”

Finding a "technical president" may be tricky. Sergei lvanov and Dmitry Medvedeyv, the two first deputy
prime ministers most often mooted as successors, seem unlikely to fall on their swords.

Enter, perhaps, Valentina Matviyenko, St Petersburg governor and Putin loyalist. She is seen as a "dark
horse" candidate rumoured last year to have offered to serve one presidential term then stand aside for Mr
Putin. Reports last month of a murky "assassination attempt" on Ms Matviyenko - why anyone should want
to Kill her is unclear - were seen by some analysts as Kremlin-backed political technologists attempting to
create a presidential aura around her.

Yet this could all still be a smokescreen. The Russian businessman says Mr Putin never allows anyone to
guess his actions.

"Whenever he has an appointment to make, he calls everyone in and asks for their recommendations. Then
he chooses somebody else entirely."

#14

Mass graves unearthed in Ukraine bring calls for Holocaust openness
By Vladimir Matveyev

JTA, June 15, 2007

KIEV (JTA) -- With the discovery of a mass grave believed to contain the remains of thousands of Jews
killed by the Nazis, angry Ukrainian Jewish leaders are demanding their country come clean on the
Holocaust.
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"During the Soviet era, Ukrainian authorities did not tell the truth about the real number of Holocaust
victims" in Ukraine, said Mikhail Frenkel, head of the Association of Jewish Media in Ukraine. "Today some
local authorities are still trying to conceal the numbers."

Ukrainian officials say that isn't the case.

"The situation is a rudiment of Soviet mentality and stereotypes," Vasily Gazhaman of the Ukrainian State
Committee on Religions and Nationalities told JTA.

Some Jewish leaders are insisting that the grisly discovery in the southern village of Gvozdavka be used to
teach greater sensitivity regarding the massacre of Jews during the Holocaust and tolerance to younger
Ukrainians.

About 1.5 million Jews are believed to have been killed in Ukraine during World War Il.

Meanwhile, a grave believed to contain the remains of dozens of Jews killed by the Nazis was found in
western Ukraine. Along with the remains of at least 60 people, workers digging on the site of a future office
complex near Netishin, a town in the Khmelnitzky Region, also found what resembled fragments of Torah
scrolls.

"Torah fragments suggest that probably this was a massacre of Jews killed in 1942," said Valeriy Malkin,
deputy head of the Khmelnitzky regional state administration.

Local authorities assigned a special commission to investigate the case.

The Gvozdavka grave was found last month when workers were preparing to lay gas pipelines in the village
about 100 miles from Odessa, said Roman Shvartzman, head of the Odessa Regional Association of
Jewish Prisoners of Ghettos and Concentration Camps.

Residents of Gvozdavka, in the Lyubashivsky District, confirmed that their village contained a ghetto during
World War Il, and that Romanian and German Nazis brought Jews there from Moldova, as well as from the
areas of Odessa and Zhitomir.

Shvartzman said the Romanians and local collaborators established a concentration camp near the village
that was active between November 1941 and March 1942. About 5,000 of the camp's predominantly Jewish
prisoners were murdered. More died from starvation and disease.

But according to Shvartzman, despite the scale of the operation, local residents "forgot about the tragedy,"
and Jews after the war were unable to establish where the victims were buried.

lliya Levitas, a Holocaust expert and a veteran leader of the Jewish community of Ukraine, said he was not
surprised by the recent find. He also blamed the local population for not disclosing the news after the war.

"The locals knew about the tragedy and the massacre but did nothing, and local authorities were also
silent," Levitas said. "Only due to the pipeline construction did we learn about the site."

Jewish leaders and some non-Jewish Ukrainian public figures successfully appealed to the authorities to
halt the construction and investigate the wartime tragedy.

"When the workers found the remains, | gave an order to stop the construction and set up a commission

right away," Anatoly Ostrovsky, a Lyubashivsky District official, told JTA. "Thanks to me this case received
publicity."
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Rabbi Avraham Wolf of Odessa, a Chabad Lubavitch rabbi, tol d JTA that the Jewish community has asked
local authorities for ownership rights to the land that contains the remains, so the victims can be buried
according to Jewish tradition and a monument erected in their memory.

Jewish leaders and Holocaust researchers believe there are 350 to 700 mass graves of Holocaust victims in
Ukraine that remain undiscovered.

Schvartzman estimates that about 240,000 Jews were murdered in the region of Odessa, but only the
names of 93 Jews killed at the Gvozdavka site are known.

But some Jewish leaders say that burying the remains will not solve the bigger problem of proper Holocaust
remembrance in Ukraine.

This tragedy, Wolf said, "should be a lesson for future generations on how not to behave toward other
ethnic and religious groups."

According to the Ukrainian Ministry of Education, the Holocaust is taught in schools as an elective subject.
The ministry says the schools also feature lectures, exhibits and media presentations on the subject.

Jewish leaders say Ukrainian authorities should do more to combat the growing xenophobia and anti-
Semitism in the country. They are concerned that Ukraine, in bidding to build a new national identity, is
making heroes of those who were responsible for killing Jews while fighting for Ukrainian independence
during and after World War 1.

President Viktor Yuschenko recently signed a decree calling for a law recognizing the Ukrainian soldiers
who fought alongside the Nazis in the Great Patriotic War. He also welcomed the upcoming commemorati
on of the 100th birthday of Gen. Roman Shukhevich, commander-in-chief of the Ukrainian Resurgent Army,
or UPA, that was allied with the Germans.

#15

The Putin Rules

Editorial

Wall Street Journal Europe June 15, 2007

Kudos to Pascal Lamy for being less than diplomatic in his response to Russian President Vladimir Putin's
criticism of the World Trade Organization -- and for suggesting the real reason Moscow is at loggerheads
with it.

Last weekend Mr. Putin blasted the WTO, which Mr. Lamy heads, and similar institutions for being "archaic,
nondemocratic and unwieldy." The world, he said, would benefit from a new order centered on emerging
economies like his own. On Wednesday Mr. Lamy retorted that, during a meeting shortly after this outburst,
the Kremlin leader "didn't tell me [the WTO] was so old-fashioned, so archaic and so antidemocratic that
Russia would withdraw its accession demand."

Bingo. Russia has been trying since 1993 to join the WTO and Mr. Putin has made membership a priority
during his presidency, due to end next year. The Kremlin has often voiced frustration at the pace of
negotiations, which include a round of bilateral deals with major trading partners that already belong to the
WTO and then a multilateral pact with the group as a whole. Over the years Moscow has accused various
members of trying to undermine its accession process.
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Yet the biggest sticking point concerns Russia's failure to fulfill promises it made in the deals it has already
reached. For instance, the European Union wants Russia to end its practice of charging higher railway fees
for foreign trains than for domestic ones and implement an agreement struck last November to phase out
charges for foreign airlines flying over Siberia. The U.S. says Moscow still needs to strengthen intellectual-
property rights and open its market to American beef as agreed in its bilateral deal.

In other words, the ball is very much in Russia's court here. Mr. Putin has insisted repeatedly that the WTO
should not ask Russia to join on "nonstandard conditions." Asking Moscow to make good on its word seems
standard enough.

As for Mr. Putin's point about the importance of emerging economies, perhaps he's forgotten that Brazil and
India already are WTO members and are key players in the Doha talks on freeing up trade. The WTO
counts a growing number of developing countries among its 150 members and provides the best forum for
them to level the playing field with the rich world.

Then again, Mr. Putin is used to making his own rules these days, from pushing Europe around on energy
to telling Washington how to run its missile-defense program. The WTO's rules apply equally to everyone.
Maybe that's what he finds so "archaic."

#16

Accidental Allies in Russian Politics Intrepid Putin Foes See a Chance for Real Change in '08
By Peter Finn

Washington Post, June 15, 2007

MOSCOW -- They are an odd trio: a chess grandmaster, a flamboyantly controversial radical and a suave
former insider. Together they have embarked on a political quest that seems not merely quixotic but
hopelessly so: regime change in Russia.

The alliance of Garry Kasparov, 44, the former world chess champion; Eduard Limonov, 64, leader of the
banned National Bolsheviks; and Mikhail Kasyanov, 49, a former prime minister, has led a series of street
protests since late last year to demand free and fair elections in Russia. More than 2,000 people took part in
a protest Saturday in St. Petersburg that was timed to coincide with an address by President Vladimir Putin
to an economic forum there. It and another gathering in Moscow on Monday were peaceful.

Previous heavy-handed responses by Russian authorities, who have employed thousands of riot police to
break up the group's unsanctioned marches, have fueled perceptions that the Kremlin will brook no
opposition in advance of elections for parliament in December and president in March.

The intensity of the official reaction may also have inflated the importance of Other Russia, as the coalition
is called, far beyond what opinion polls -- and Putin himself -- suggest are its chances of having any impact
on the elections.

In separate interviews, the three men argued that however unlikely it may appear, Russia is at a tipping
point, that the imminent departure of Putin will unleash such fierce infighting among Kremlin factions that
the state's stranglehold on political competition will unravel. An open presidential election will follow.

They predict an opposition candidate will then win the contest, although they have not agreed on who that
candidate should be. Limonov is backing Kasyanov. Kasparov prefers Viktor Geraschenko, 69, former
chairman of the dismantled Yukos Oil.

"We recognize that our strength is not sufficient, but if our movement survives to mid-fall, we will be
representing the center of consolidation at a time of disintegration in the Kremlin, and that creates new
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opportunities," Kasparov said. "We think by the end of this year, or the end of the fall, the regime will be
crumbling, cracking from internal pressure. My assessment is that they fear . . . the success of one of their
colleagues more than the success of democracy."

An entirely fanciful scenario, say analysts who argue that it is the Russian opposition, not the Kremlin, that
has a long history of internecine struggles. And Other Russia, they add, has failed to inspire ordinary
Russians. "l don't think they have had any significant response from the public," said Georgy Bovt, a
political commentator. "They keep themselves on the surface, but they don't have a concrete strategy. |
don't think they form a real opposition."

In an opinion poll by the Levada Center in May, only 5 percent of respondents said they would vote for
Kasyanov for president, compared with 31 percent for Sergei Ivanov and 29 percent for Dmitry Medvedev,
both of whom are first deputy prime ministers. The poll was taken before the former Yukos executive
Geraschenko said he would run.

Other Russia was formed a year ago by disparate small parties and human rights activists who shared little
ideological affinity except their belief, as a declaration by the coalition states, that the Kremlin was bent on
the "destruction of civil liberties and the cleansing of the political field."

The star power of Kasparov and the pugnacity of Limonov and his followers lifted the conclave above other
Putin opponents.

Kasparov became the youngest official champion in chess in 1985. He was never embraced by the Soviet
establishment, but his attacking style, which he has transferred to politics, electrified the chess world. He
retired from chess in 2005.

Limonov has careered from one public incarnation to another since he left the Soviet Union as a disaffected
poet in 1974 and landed in New York, where he was unhappily dislocated, an experience he chronicled in a
novel, "It's Me, Eddie."

After the fall of the Soviet Union, he returned to Russia and established himself as a hard-line nationalist
whose actions have veered from the sinister to the theatrical. During the Bosnian war, he was filmed firing a
machine gun at the besieged city of Sarajevo from Serbian-controlled territory. More recently, his young
followers hung banners, saying "Putin Must Go," from public buildings they briefly stormed and occupied.

"The Kremlin considers him to be a real Nazi," said Vyacheslav Nikonov, president of the Politika
Foundation, who is close to the presidential administration.

Kasparov and Kasyanov said Limonov has dedicated himself to democratic politics. "He is a fighter, and
today he is standing on the principle of a democratic Russia," Kasyanov said. "As soon as we create an
environment for political competition, of course we will fight. The coalition is temporary."

Activists from Other Russia argue that there is deep but passive discontent in Russian society, among the
poor who have not benefited from a continuing economic boom and among those in the business and
intellectual classes who are distressed by the country's authoritarian direction.

In the Kremlin, "they are afraid that by the end of the year or the beginning of next year, the protests will
become a tsunami," Limonov said. "They don't understand Russians' discontent. The hate of the population
is hidden under the layers of the big lie."

Yet under Putin, poverty levels have been halved, a middle class is emerging and the country, flush with

cash from oil and other natural resources, has reemerged on the world stage as an assertive power, much
to the apparent delight of the population.
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"We have nothing to fear from marginal groups," Putin said at a news conference with E.U. leaders last
month when asked about Kasparov. "And especially not the very small ones we know about."

Putin enjoys a popularity rating of more than 70 percent. But recent polls also contain some worrying
indicators for the Kremlin. In a March poll by the Levada Center, 73 percent of respondents said their lives
either had not improved or had worsened over the previous year. Only 18 percent said they believed their
lives would improve over the coming year.

"People don't believe the propaganda," Kasyanov said. "Take a simple thing like inflation. People are told
that it's 8 percent. But, in fact, for half the population it's 25 percent, because for the major items they spend
their money on, such as food and transportation, prices are soaring."

"Yes, there is discontent, but it's from communists and nationalists, and they are never going to vote for

Kasyanov," said Nikonov, the foundation head with Kremlin ties. "He is a symbol of the capitalist corrupt
oligarchy."
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