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#la
Russian Prosecutors Go After Siberian Hate Group
JTA Brief, August 17, 2007

Prosecutors in Novosibirsk, Russia are investigating a local nationalist group for a possible violation of the
country's hate crime laws, according to an August 16th report in "Kommersant."

The investigation centers around a brochure recently published by a group calling itself the "Siberian
Brotherhood," and whether it violates Russia's harsh, but rarely enforced, anti-hate speech laws.

"If you are cowardly and weak," the brochure states, "then you are not capable of lynch law. Your fate is to
be a slave. But if you thirst for vengeance and are capable of taking up arms or preparing a Molotov
cocktail, then join the ranks of the 'Siberian Brotherhood.™ Also, under the chapter heading "Zionism Will
Not Pass," the brochure calls for "changes in the constitutional structure by force," while several others
incite "class warfare unrestrained by any any law."

Under Article 282 of the Russian Constitution, crimes commited on the basis of ethnicity or aimed at inciting
ethnic hatred are subject to more stringent penalties than non-hate based violent crimes. In practice
however, very few ethnically motivated crimes are prosecuted using the statutes.

The "Siberian Brotherhood" is a relatively unknown group. Prosecutors have not named anyone yet in
charging documents and the number of members in the organization is not known.

#1b
Russian scientist publishes history of pogroms
JTA Brief, August 20, 2007

A scientist from the Russian Academy of Sciences has completed a 1,000-page history of anti-Semitic
violence.

“The Book of Pogroms” by Lidia Milyakova details the bloody massacres that were widespread in Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus during the three-year Civil War that followed the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution, and
continued during the early years of the new Soviet state.

Milyakova spent six years working on the book. The only funding she received was a $500 grant from a
publishing house.



She pored through official and unofficial documents, including more than 360 reports made between 1918
to 1923 by the so-called “Central Committee for Assisting Victims of the Programs,” which she located in the
State Archive of the Russian Federation. The documents report that 200,000 Jews suffered during the Civil
War and its aftermath.

The book proves that nearly all the forces fighting in Russia’s Civil War held anti-Semitic attitudes, from the
pro-Monarchy White Guards to the Bolsheviks, and a wide assortment of local paramilitary and separatist
groups.

"Common people in hard times often look unconsciously for a scapegoat,” she says. “Jews are the perfect
target because of their visible distinction and absolute vulnerability.”

This week, Milyakova was thanked for her book by Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes'
Remembrance Authority in Jerusalem.

Five hundred copies were printed.

#1c
Moscow to Get First Mitzvah Mobile
JTA Brief, August 21, 2007

Moscow will soon be receiving its first Chabad "Mitzvah Mobile," according to an August 20th report on the
Chabad.org website.

The large recreational vehicles -- mobile Jewish educational and outreach centers for areas not serviced by
Chabad Houses -- are visible in cities all around the world, but this will be the first one in the Russian
capital. The first such vehicle took to the road in New York City in 1974, as a means of reaching secular
Jews and introducing them to Lubavitcher-style Chassidism.

Chabad hopes to have the vehice up and running by the High Holidays in September to distribute Shabbat
candles, teach small sections of the torah and get Jewish men to don tefillin.

#1d
Another anti-Semitic Attack in Zhitomir
JTA Brief, August 21, 2007

A young man in Zhitomir, Ukraine desecrated a synagogue in the city, making it the third reported incident
of anti-Semitism in this small Western Ukrainian city within a month's time.

On August 16th the youth forced his way into the shul during during services and smashed a window inside
the building before fleeing the scene of the crime. Police have not yet made any arrests in the case, or
publicly identified a suspect.

This incident follows one in early August, in which a Chabad rabbi and his wife were beaten by two men on
the street. Also, in early July, another of the city's rabbi's was attacked by a group of about twenty men
shouting anti-Semitic slogans.

The most recent attack prompted Ukraine's chief rabbi, Ariel Chaikin, to write a letter to the offices of the
prime minister, general procurator and State Security Services of Ukraine, demanding an investigation into
the incidents.



Zhitomir, once the official Jewish center of the Southern Pale of Settlement under the Czarist government,
has a long Jewish history. Jews numbered one-third of the general population by 1861, but the vast
majoritywere exterminated during the Holocaust.

It is unclear what has caused this recent upswing in anti-Semitic violence.

#le
Ukraine rabbi blames state for anti-Semitic attacks
JTA Brief, August 22, 2007

One of Ukraine’s chief rabbis wrote an open letter to the government and law enforcement agencies,
accusing them of not doing enough to stop anti-Semitic attacks in a central Ukrainian city.

The letter by Chabad’s chief rabbi in the country, Azriel Chaikin, was in response to an Aug. 16 incident in
Zhitomir, a former shtetl. A unidentified man broke a window in the historic synagogue during afternoon
prayers, and escaped before apprehension.

Police are investigating, but no arrest has been made.

Jewish leaders in Zhitomir told JTA that Jews have increasingly been targets of violence in the town,
especially if they are visibly observant.

Two years ago, Rabbi Shlomo Wilhelm, the city’s Chabad rabbi, was verbally assaulted and beaten on one
of the main streets.

This July, Wilhelm was attacked again in the yard of his synagogue. The same day, a group of youths tried
to break into a girls’ dormitory at a Jewish school, hurling verbal insults at the students.

Earlier this month, Nohum Tamarin, executive director of the city’s branch of the Chabad-affiliated
Federation of Jewish Communities, and his wife Broha Tamarina, were attacked and severely beaten near
the synagogue.

In his letter this week, Chaiken blamed the authorities. He wrote that officials “either don’t have the desire or
are incapable of preserving security,” and that the police “who have taken some steps to patrol the area
near the synagogue, are unable to offer serious response to anti-Semitic gangs.”

Chaikin also wrote that religiously observant Jews "feel that they are in danger" in the city.

The frequency of violent attacks on Jews is high in Ukraine. Few investigations lead to arrests or successful
prosecutions.

#1f
Cemetary vandalized in Russian republic of Dagestan
JTA Brief, August 22, 2007

Police in the Russian city of Derbent, have detained a 36-year-old man on suspicion of involvement in the
desecration of a Jewish cemetery, according to an August 20 report by the state run RIA-Novosti news
agency.

Multiple gravestones in a local cemetery were vandalized, although the report did not specify in which
manner.



Derbent is the southern-most city in the Russian Federation, located in the Republic of Dagestan, and has
had a Jewish population since at least the 6th Century C.E.

#1g
Belurusian Jew survived Holocaust as Hitler mascot
JTA Brief, August 22, 2007

A Belarusian-born Australian Jews, Alex Kurzem, is speaking publicly for the first time about how he
survived the Holocaust by serving as a child mascot for Hitler youth.

In his newly published book "The Mascot," 71-year old Kurzem describes how he was taken in by the SS as
an orphaned four year old and lied about his Jewish heritage to survive the war.

After his parents were killed, he was found begging on the streets in Latvia by local police who had joined
the SS. With executions occurring daily, a soldier who had befriended him said: "Look, | don't want to Kill
you but | can't leave you here. | will take you with me and tell the other soldiers that you are a Russian
orphan."

The high command gave the boy a specially cut Nazi uniform and paraded him with weapons in hand. He
even appeared in newsreels as "the Reich's youngest Nazi." Other than the soldier who saved him, the
Nazis never knew he was Jewish.

After the war, he emigrated to Australia, where he married.

#1h
Ukrainian camp hosts Israeli children
JTA Brief, August 22, 2007

A summer camp in the Bukovina region of Ukraine is hosting 30 Israeli children from Sderot.

The children from the southern Israeli town that has been hard hit by bombardment from Gaza arrived
Tuesday in Kiev. They will stay two weeks at the camp in Vyzhnitza, learning about Ukrainian history and
society and receiving physical and psychological rehabilitative care.

The trip is co-sponsored by Ukraine’s International Center of Tolerance, Ukraine’s embassy in Israel and
Israel’'s embassy in Ukraine. Expenses are being covered by Ukranian lawmaker Aleksandr Feldman,
president of the tolerance center and the Jewish Foundation of Ukraine, who also initiated the project.

Organizers say they wish to give the children a few weeks of respite, and foster goodwill between young
Israelis and Ukrainians.

Last year 70 children from northern Israel who were affected by the war with Hezbollah were hosted in
Ukraine’s Khmelnitzky region, and a delegation of Ukrainian children visited Israel in return.

#1i
Moscow Adopts Multi-Faith Textbook
JTA Brief, August 22, 2007

Following criticism from Human Rights groups of a high school textbook assailed by critics as being anti-
Semitic, the city of Moscow has endorsed an alternative that covers all major world religions in addition to
Russian Orthodoxy, according to a report in the daily Novostiy Vremya.



The "Fundamentals of Orthodox Culture," currently the basis of a mandatory course taught in five regions of
the country, was pilloried for what critics saw as its xenophobic and anti-Semitic content. Since the course
was made mandatory by these local schoolboards on September 1st, 2006, there has been heated debate
over whether or not a required course on religion violated the seperation of church and state enshrined in
the Russian constitution.

Along with Evangelical Christian leaders, Rabbi Berel Lazar, a chief rabbi of Russia, had called for the
teaching of a course on all major world religions as a possible remedy to the outrage of some local parents
who felt that their children were being force-fed religious traditions running counter to their own.

The new coursebook for the Moscow region entitled "The Foundations of World Religion" will be used in an
elective course, subject to the approval of principals.

The article in Novostiy Vremya also described an agreement made two weeks ago between the Ministry of
Education and the Orthodox Patriarchate, allowing for the use of the controversial textbook in an elective.

#1j
JDC, Russian JCC bury hatchet
JTA Brief, August 23, 2007

A long-running Jewish community center in St. Petersburg may be able to stay open after all.

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, which this summer announced it was ending its financial
support for the Rubinstein JCC and would begin charging it $75,000 in annual rent, has agreed not to
charge that rent.

The tentative agreement was reached last week between community center head Alik Frenkel and JDC
Executive Vice-President Steven Schwager, who flew to St. Petersburg for a face-to-face meeting.

The move appears to be a first step toward healing an acrimonious breach between the JDC, which last
year opened a multi-million-dollar Jewish community center called Yesod, and the Rubinstein center, which
is run by a group of long-time Russian Jewish activists.

The locals have complained that the JDC's New York and Jerusalem leaders do not sufficiently consider
local needs, but impose their own agendas, including building a huge new center that local don't want. JDC
leaders say they are planning for the community's future needs, which the older generation of local Jews
does not understand.

"Yesterday | spoke with Asher Ostrin and he confirmed that they won't be charging us commercial rent,"
said Frenkel, refering to the JDC's Jerusalem-based director for the Former Soviet Union. "So, that's a big
thing for us."

According to Frenkel, while the JDC dropped its demand for commercial rent, the decision to cut the

center's funding remains in place.

#1k
Hillel leadership seminar opens in Russia, Ukraine
JTA Brief, August 23, 2007

Hillel activists from across the former Soviet Union are meeting this week for leadership training.

Roughly 400 activists and organizers from 27 Hillel centers are meeting to discuss fundraising, public
relations, and how to attract new students to Hillel programs.



Hillel in the former Soviet Union is not a campus-based organization, but serves any young Jewish adult.
Some activists in the region question whether a new campaign to beef up activity on college campuses will
be successful.

In addition to these in-house matters, there will be classes on Israel-Diaspora relations, the challenge of
intermarriage, and other issues of contemporary Jewish life.

#2

Holocaust Story Inspires Pride, Doubt

By Natasha Lisova, Maria Danilova and Randy Herschaft
AP, August 19, 2007

ISPAS, Ukraine -- It is a story of courage and kindness during the first tragic days of the Holocaust in
Ukraine — the tale of how a village rose up against an anti-Semitic gang of killers to save its Jewish
neighbors.

A researcher stumbled on the inspiring story this year. Now some of Ukraine's Jewish leaders plan to raise
a monument, host a delegation of students from Israel and stage a ceremony Wednesday honoring this
small farming community in western Ukraine.

But 66 years later there are conflicting accounts of what happened in Ispas during that terrible summer of
1941, when the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union triggered an outbreak of anti-Semitic violence.

Residents and one survivor say the 2,000 villagers risked their lives for the sake of about 100 Jews, an
account supported by some leaders of Ukraine's Jewish community and the scholar who uncovered the
tale.

But another survivor says there were no heroes in Ispas. And a leading Holocaust expert says that most of
the Jews of Ispas were killed by fellow villagers.

At the start of World War I, Ukraine had a history of anti-Semitism, from the pogroms of the czarist era to
the silent discrimination of Soviet times. As Nazi troops and their Romanian allies began occupying western
territories under Soviet rule, the ancient bigotry boiled over into cases of local residents robbing and killing
their Jewish neighbors.

It was an early outburst of the savagery that became the Holocaust.

More than 2,100 Ukrainians have been cited by Israel's Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial for rescuing Jews
during the Holocaust, but these were mostly individual acts of heroism. The Ispas story — if it could be
confirmed — would be a unique case of an entire community in Ukraine defending its Jews.

A leader of Ukraine's Jewish community has led a drive to honor the village, including celebrations in which
Israeli students are expected to participate.

"We are very proud that our village didn't allow bloodshed, didn't allow Jews to be killed," Vasylyna Kulyuk,
a frail 80-year-old from Ispas, said in an interview. She described two of her former Jewish classmates —
Geyntsya Rozenberg and Rifka Gerstel — with tears in her eyes.

"We were at the same class and we shared bread, "she said. "l would like so much at least to exchange
letters with those girls. Only let them be alive."

Rozenberg apparently perished during the war. But Rifka Gerstel survived. And she does not recall Ispas
fondly.



Gerstel, now 79 and living outside Tel Aviv, told the AP that her neighbors did stop a gang of anti-Semites
from killing the village's Jews — but then some villagers turned around and robbed the Jews and drove them
out of their homes.

"They came into the house and took everything," Gerstel said in a telephone interview. "We had such a
beautiful house. We had a cow. We didn't say anything, because we were afraid for our lives. We knew that
the Ukrainians slaughtered all the Jews in one of the villages nearby."

The next day, she said, the villagers marched the Jews away. Gerstel said she spent the rest of the war in a
ghetto in central Ukraine. Her father, brother, grandfather and a baby nephew all died. "l suffered, | suffered
very much," she said, her voice choking.

Told that Ispas was being honored for the treatment of its Jews, she said: "They don't deserve any
monuments or any prizes."

There is no dispute over what happened in most of that area — now western Ukraine — that summer.
Thousands of Jews were murdered and their houses looted.

Those still alive were rounded up by Romanian troops and deported eastward to camps and ghettos. Some
of them survived the war, but many were executed or died of starvation and disease, according to Radu
loanid, director for International Archival Programs at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Israel Minster, another member of Ispas' long lost Jewish community, has a different recollection.

Minster, now 86 and living near Haifa, was staying in a neighboring village at the time of the attack, but
other survivors later told him that the ethnic Ukrainians had rallied to the defense of the village Jews.

"In the neighboring village ... they cut everybody into pieces, they killed everyone," Minster said by
telephone. "l was told that when they (the thugs) came to Ispas, our village, the elder — | know him, he is a
decent (man) — he didn't allow it."

Minster said he was unaware of looting in Ispas, but heard through friends and neighbors that some
residents of nearby areas had pillaged Jewish homes. "Not everybody helped: some helped and some
looted," he said.

Mykhailo Andryuk, head of the Ispas village council, said residents of his small community did not loot their
neighbors' homes. Gerstel's house, he speculated, might have been on the outskirts of the village and
attacked by the retreating anti-Semitic gang.

Several Ukrainian villagers who were children in 1941 said they vividly recollect that day.

Tanas Shtefyuk was 15 when he heard that the killers were approaching and hurried home to spread the
news. Shtefyuk recalled that his crippled father, Ilvan, summoned the village elders.

They made a difficult and dangerous choice, Shtefyuk said, to stand together against the marauders and
protect the Jews who lived among them.

Nadiya Vinnytska's father, Volodymyr, was the village priest. He ran from his house to confront the attackers
barefoot, Vinnytska said, because he didn't have time to put on his shoes.

"Calm down. | will not allow you to kill Jews," the priest said, according to Vinnytska, now 83. "They are the
same people as us."



Alexei Shtrai, the independent Israeli scholar who uncovered the story, regards Ispas as an inspirational
tale. "l believe the fact of saving Jews took place; we just have to prove it," Shtrai said.

The database of victims' names at Israel's Yad Vashem, based mainly on testimony given by survivors and
relatives, often years after the event, lists four people as having died in Ispas. Between 17 and 46 villagers
perished elsewhere, the records show, suggesting — perhaps — that some Ispas Jews survived the initial
pogroms.

Yad Vashem's encyclopedia of Jewish communities of that area, says most of Ispas' Jews were killed by
the local population while the rest were deported eastward.

"The fact that the priest tried (to save the Jews) — | can believe it," says Jean Ancel, a leading scholar on
Holocaust in the area who co-edited the encyclopedia.

"But the main question is — were the Jews of Ispas saved or not? The answer is clear and without any
doubt: they were murdered by their neighbors, by the local population," he said in an interview.

Scholars say some 1.4 million of Soviet Ukraine's 2.4 million Jews died in Holocaust. Today about 400,000
live in Ukraine. No Jews remain in Ispas, residents say.

Oleksandr Feldman, head of the Kiev-based International Center for Tolerance, has urged President Viktor
Yushchenko to honor Ispas for its actions during the Holocaust. The center plans to lay a stone in Ispas to
commemorate the event.

Estee Yaari, spokeswoman for Yad Vashem said the story of Ispas needs to be investigated further.

"These are complex issues and events that took place and in the absence of conclusive documentary
evidence or conclusive testimonies it is difficult to know exactly what happened," she said.

Maria Danilova reported from Kiev and Randy Herschaft from New York. Associated Press Writer Matti
Friedman in Jerusalem contributed to this report.

#3

Racists In Russia

Kremlin turns a blind eye to racism

By Jeff Mankoff

International Herald Tribune , August 20, 2007

The video is shocking. Two men, one from the North Caucasus, the other from Tajikistan, appear in the
woods bound and gagged, a red swastika banner overhead. A pair of masked Russians march in, giving a
Nazi salute. The two prisoners are then dragged away and executed - one shot, the other beheaded - while
the camera rolls. The video was freely available on extremist Web sites until last week.

The video is a shocking reminder of the violent racism that exists in today's Russia, which is especially
threatening because of the way the state makes use of xenophobia for its own ends.

The list of racially motivated violent crimes in Russia - mostly but not exclusively directed against individuals
from the Caucasus and Central Asia - is long and depressing. A nine-year old Tajik girl killed and her family
beaten by skinheads in St. Petersburg in February 2004. A Vietnamese college student is beaten and
stabbed to death by a gang of skinheads in October 2004. A neo-Nazi stabs eight people in Moscow's
Chorale Synagogue in January 2006.

In the majority of such cases, the perpetrators - if prosecuted at all - have been convicted of nothing more
serious than "hooliganism" and given short prison terms.
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On the one hand, the Russian government's willingness to turn a blind eye to such outrages makes little
sense. Russia is a very multinational country. Since the fall of the Soviet Union, large numbers of migrants
have come to Russia from the former Soviet republics in the Caucasus and Central Asia seeking economic
opportunities. Because of Russia's extremely low birthrate and declining population, the country needs to
encourage immigration in order to keep the economy functioning. Immigrants from the former Soviet
republics, most of whom already speak Russian and are familiar with Russian culture, should be particularly
welcomed.

Yet it has been precisely these immigrants who have borne the brunt of skinhead violence. They have also
found the least sympathy from the Russian authorities, who have spoken out admirably against anti-
Semitism but have done little to combat violence against the dark-skinned, mostly Muslim migrants from the
former Soviet Union whom Russians term "blacks" (chernye), or against foreigners from Africa and East
Asia.

In large part, the Russian government's reluctance to make combating racism and racial violence a serious
priority is due to the cynical way in which the country's leadership has used nationalism as a political
weapon. The Russian government has long patronized extremist political parties, including Viadimir
Zhirinovsky's Liberal Democrats and more recently the Rodina (Motherland) party formed before the 2003
parliamentary elections by Dmitry Rogozin, which many observers suspect was created and financed by the
Kremlin itself as a way of drawing off votes from the Communists.

Both Zhirinovsky's Liberal Democrats and Rodina have served as useful foils for the Kremlin, allowing both
former President Boris Yeltsin and Vladimir Putin to portray themselves as forces for moderation, while
lapping up government patronage for their followers. Meanwhile, because the two parties have been useful,
the Kremlin looked the other way at their xenophobic tirades.

The fate of Rodina is particularly instructive. The party succeeded in undermining the Communists all too
well, and by the time of the 2003 elections, appeared a serious rival to United Russia, the official party of
power backed by Putin. It took 9 percent of the vote, and was poised to even better in local elections in
2005 when the Kremlin intervened to check the party's unexpected growth. Rodina's success was due
almost entirely to its appeal to crude nationalism.

After cutting Rodina down to size, the Kremlin appropriated the party's rabble-rousing approach for itself. It
approved a controversial law this April essentially banning migrants from the Caucasus from working in the
retail trade in Russia. During a dispute with Georgia over Russian intelligence activities and Georgia's
desire to join NATO, the Russian government fanned the flames of extremism, shutting down Georgian-run
businesses and arresting indiscriminately ethnic Georgians (even those holding Russian citizenship).

Given the Kremlin's cynical manipulation of nationalist passions, it is little wonder extremists feel they can
abuse and kill non-Russians with impunity. As the success of Rodina shows, a substantial percentage of the
Russian electorate is attracted to such extremism. By pandering to these passions, the Russian government
is playing with fire, acknowledging that xenophobia is an acceptable political strategy.

Eventually, it may find it has created a monster that - unlike Rodina - it cannot control. Aggressively
investigating this most recent, videotaped, murder would send a strong signal the Kremlin is serious about
reining in neo-Nazi extremism. Jeff Mankoff is a post-doctoral fellow at Yale University who is completing a
book on Russian foreign policy.
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#4

Kazakhstan Elections Mark Step "Forward,' OSCE Says
By Henry Meyer and Nariman Gizitdinov

Bloomberg, August 19, 2007

Kazakhstan's parliamentary elections, swept by President Nursultan Nazarbayev's party, marked some
progress in democracy, an international observer mission said.

The polls didn't meet all international democratic standards though “welcome progress" was made, the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe said in a report today.

“Notwithstanding the concerns contained in the report, the elections continue to move Kazakhstan forward
in its evolution toward a democratic country," Canadian Senator Consiglio Di Nino, the head monitor of the
elections, told reporters in the capital Astana.

The OSCE's verdict may help Kazakhstan's bid to chair the 56-member democracy and security watchdog
in 2009. The Vienna- based body, which postponed its decision last December amid concerns about the
Central Asian nation's poor democratic record, will make a ruling in November.

““Kazakhstan is still in with a chance to hold the chairmanship,” said Michael Denison, a Central Asia
analyst with Control Risks, a U.K.-based security-research company.

The opposition alleged fraud after Nazarbayev's Nur Otan party won 88 percent of the ballot and all 98
contested seats in the Majilis, or lower house of parliament.

“"The nation would never vote 90 percent for this party despite the government's eager wishes," Bulat
Abilov, a leader of the opposition National Social Democratic Party, told reporters in the commercial capital
Almaty. His party, which officially got 4.6 percent of the vote, below the 7-percent threshold needed to enter
parliament, should have received closer to 30 percent, he said.

Nazarbayev's Rule

Nazarbayev, 67, has run oil-rich Kazakhstan for 18 years, since the Soviet era, and pushed a constitutional
amendment through parliament this year abolishing term limits for himself. He won a seven-year term with
91 percent of the vote in a 2005 election that the OSCE criticized as undemocratic.

Nazarbayev said yesterday his government will follow ““only a Kazakh path and is not going to copy any
recommendations."

Denison said the OSCE may have softened its criticism for strategic reasons.

“They don't want to lose Kazakhstan and drive it into the arms of Russia and China, who don't care at all
about standards of democracy and human rights," he said by telephone from Leeds, England.

Kazakhstan, as the former Soviet Union's largest oil and gas producer after Russia, is an increasingly
important energy supplier for Western Europe. The U.S. and Europe, which are seeking to cement ties with
the richest and most stable nation in the region, have pressed for improved standards of democracy.
OSCE Chances

A senior member of the opposition Social Democrats, Aidos Sarimov, insisted that Kazakhstan couldn't take
over the helm of the OSCE after holding such elections.

“"A government which steals elections cannot be the chairman of the OSCE," he said by telephone.
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The OSCE hasn't declared any elections in Kazakhstan free and fair. Nur Otan had " ‘received favorable
treatment" from the government and state media, it said in its report.

Observers gave negative assessments of vote counts in 43 percent of polling stations visited, the OSCE
said. Among the violations noted were instances of multiple voting, falsified signatures on ballot papers and
votes cast for a different party counted for Nur Otan.

Ninety-eight of 107 seats in the Majilis were contested, with the rest to be appointed by an unelected body.

"I have never seen a democracy with one political party," said Lubomir Kopaj, the observer mission's
deputy head.

#5

Under fire, ADL adopts new policy calling Armenian killings a genocide
By Ben Harris

JTA, August 22, 2007

NEW YORK (JTA) -- In a dramatic reversal, the Anti-Defamation League's national director has issued a
statement describing the massacres perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire against the Armenians as
"tantamount to genocide."

The ADL and its national director, Abraham Foxman, have faced mounting criticism in recent weeks for
refusing to use the genocide label and for firing Andrew Tarsy, the head of the organization's Boston office,
who publicly challenged that policy.

Tarsy's dismissal sparked a furious backlash from local community leaders -- including critical statements
from prominent Boston Jews, a "community statement" calling for the ADL to change its position, and the
resignation of two members of the ADL's regional board.

But in a statement issued Tuesday, the ADL said, "We have never negated but have always described the
painful events of 1915-1918 perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire against the Armenians as massacres and
atrocities."

"On reflection, we have come to share the view of Henry Morgenthau, Sr. that the consequences of those
actions were indeed tantamount to genocide. If the word genocide had existed then, they would have called
it genocide," the statement said.

When asked in a Boston Globe interview last month if he believed what happened to the Armenians was
genocide, Foxman was quoted as saying: "l don't know." Critics argued that Foxman's remark portrayed the
issue as open to debate, with some calling it genocide denial.

ADL insists the change stems from its concern for Jewish unity at a moment of great peril for communities
around the world.

"l was just disheartened by how the Jewish community was being torn apart," Foxman told JTA Tuesday as
he traveled to Boston to meet with community leaders. "We were being criticized by other Jewish
organizations. And out of a tremendous concern to keep that unity, because the Jewish community is under
increased attack in Europe, Latin America and even in this country, the imperative is to try to find unity."

The turnaround comes just weeks before the release of Foxman's new book, "The Most Dangerous Lies:
The Israel Lobby and the Myth of Jewish Control." Foxman, whose book attempts to debunk claims that
Jewish groups stifle debate on Israel and control U.S. foreign policy, said that some advocates of these
views were emboldened by the attacks on the ADL.
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In recent days, ADL has faced a budding rebellion on the part of the organization's Boston leadership, which
adopted two resolutions on the issue last week, one expressing confidence in Tarsy and the other
supporting legislation in Congress acknowledging the Armenian genocide.

Two prominent members of the ADL's regional board -- former chairman of the Polaroid Corp., Stewart
Cohen, and Boston City Council member Mike Ross -- reportedly resigned in protest over the issue.

The ADL has been under fire since the Armenian community in Watertown, Mass., one of the country's
largest, began agitating to have the town rescind its participation in "No Place for Hate," a popular anti-
bigotry program the ADL sponsors.

On Aug. 14, the Town Council unanimously voted to end its relationship with the program, and other
Massachusetts communities were reported to be considering similar moves.

Watertown's Armenian community was piqued by the ADL's longtime refusal to support the congressional
legislation, which is vigorously opposed by Turkey, Israel's closest Muslim ally.

Despite the shift on the genocide question, Foxman says he still does not support the legislative measure,
which he described in his Tuesday statement as "a counterproductive diversion" that could threaten the
Turkish Jewish community and "the important multilateral position between Turkey, Israel and the United
States."

That position is exceedingly unpopular in Boston, where a large Armenian population has developed close
ties with the Jewish community. The Jewish Community Relations Council of Greater Boston, the Combined
Jewish Philanthropies, the David Project, and eight other groups signed on to a "community statement"
Monday urging the ADL to reconsider its position.

"We must never forget the Armenian genocide and maintain our guard against those who deny its
occurrence," that statement said. "We stand with them and in support of the local Armenian community,
who like the Jews, have suffered greatly at the hands of others."

An early version of the statement had also called for Tarsy's reinstatement, but that clause was later
dropped.

"Abe Foxman had every right in the world to fire Andy Tarsy," said Nancy Kaufman, executive director of the
Boston JCRC. Tarsy "knew what he was doing."

Along with other major Jewish groups, the ADL has said the genocide question should be resolved by
historians rather than by Congress. Their position is motivated in part by concern for Israel's close military
alliance with Turkey and for the country's Jews, who have warned that congressional action could create
problems for them.

Earlier this year, the ADL -- along with the American Jewish Committee, B'nai Brith International, and the
Jewish Institute for National Security Affairs -- transmitted a letter from Turkish Jews to congressional
leaders opposing the legislation.

While Foxman has previously acknowledged that Turkish Jewry is a factor in his thinking, the letter to the
Boston board provided the clearest glimpse yet of the difficulties inherent in balancing the ADL's universal
commitment to human rights and the particular needs of the Jewish community.

We recognize that "we are a Jewish agency whose mission is to work for the community while paying

attention to the more universal goals we share with others," the letter stated. "And when those two elements
of our mission come into direct conflict, we do not abandon the Jewish community."
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U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), who is the lead sponsor of the congressional resolution, rejected any
attempt to connect the controversy to the Israeli-Turkish alliance. "There is no connection between what the
U.S. Congress does on this resolution and Israel, unless ADL makes one," Schiff said. The ADL "may end
up hurting Israel by bringing Israel into the fight."

Schiff acknowledged that Turkey might be sending such a message to Jewish organizations. But, he added,
Jewish groups "should have told Turkey from the beginning, 'We're not involved in this fight, and if we get
involved it will be on the side of recognition.' They didn't do that, and now | think they are suffering the
repercussions."

The statement from Boston Jewish organizations acknowledged that "precarious and complex political
considerations" are involved, a message echoed by many other critics of the ADL. Still, the ADL
nevertheless found itself increasingly isolated as the chorus of outrage swelled.

"l think what Andy Tarsy did was to express the morally correct position, speaking not only as a leader of

the ADL but as a Jew whose history in the last century was formed by a Holocaust," Steven Grossman, a

former chairman of the American Israel Public Affairs Committee and the Democratic National Committee,
told JTA.

Grossman said that it was "morally repugnant and unacceptable" to the New England region and Andy
Tarsy that "a national Jewish organization whose mission is tolerance and combating bigotry and bringing
diverse communities together around common values would deny the genocide of another people that took
place just 20 to 25 years before what happened to European Jewry."

#6

Debate over Armenian genocide resolution extends to role U.S. played in stopping it
By Ron Kampeas

JTA, August 23, 2007

WASHINGTON (JTA) -- Supporters of a proposed congressional resolution recognizing the Armenian
genocide say it is needed to clear up the historical record. But some observers say it is too positive in its
portrayal of America's response to the killings.

Critics, say that the nonbinding resolution introduced by U.S. Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) also obfuscates to
a degree -- by calling on the president to "recall the proud history of United States intervention in opposition
to the Armenian Genocide."

Historians, Jewish leaders and Armenian Americans who deal with the genocide say the U.S. role at the
time was not a matter for pride, noting that America did not intervene militarily to stop the killings.

"We fell short then, just as we fell short during the Holocaust, during Cambodia, in Rwanda and even today
in Darfur," said Aram Hamparian, executive director of the Armenian National Committee of America in
Washington.

Schiff, whose Pasadena area constituency boasts a substantial Armenian population, has garnered the co-
sponsorship of a majority of his colleagues in the U.S. House of Representatives, including most of the
Jewish lawmakers.

In an interview with JTA, Schiff said he had never heard any complaints suggesting it whitewashed
America's role.

"I'm open to re-examining the word intervention if it's too strong a word," Schiff said.
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The congressman said the line in question is meant to recall the lead role played by U.S. officials in drawing
attention to the killings and the massive amount of money raised from ordinary Americans to help Armenian
refugees.

"We don't mean to suggest some sort of military intervention took place or that more could not have been
done," Schiff said.

Turkey is lobbying hard against the resolution, saying the massacres at the time were the product of
hostilities by both sides.

It was a prominent American Jew, the philanthropist turned diplomat Henry Morgenthau, who helped bring
the genocide to light. Morgenthau, then the Wilson administration's envoy to the Ottoman Empire, urged his
superiors to act, describing the massacres as "a campaign of race extermination."

As many as 1.5 million Armenians died in the massacres. Morgenthau's post-World War | book,
"Ambassador Morgenthau's Story," is one of the first to chronicle the slaughter.

Yet Morgenthau was unable to prod his government into military intervention; the United States entered the
war in 1917, after the genocide, and principally to protect its European allies, Britain and France.

Instead President Woodrow Wilson acted on a call by the U.S. Senate to urge Americans to donate to
Armenian relief. Between 1916 and 1930, $116,000,000 -- billions in today's dollars -- was raised, and
132,000 Armenian orphans were brought to the United States.

That was no little thing, Hamparian acknowledged. "It was a huge effort," he said. "It saved my own
grandmother."

Still, the failure by the United States to stop the Armenian genocide should not be obscured, said Rabbi
David Saperstein, who heads the Reform movement's Religious Action Center.

"Candidly and honestly assessing our own successes and failures in confronting past genocidal activity can
constructively inform how we deal with genocidal activity in our own time," said Saperstein, whose
movement is at the forefront of raising awareness about Darfur, where Sudan government-allied militias
have slaughtered hundreds of thousands of civilians.

"The controversy over this informs contemporary political realities, because the lesson of such controversies
is that if nations can get away with obscuring the dark moments of their past, then it encourages others," he
said.

#71

BBC Removed From FM Station
By C. J. Chivers

New York Times, August 21, 2007

An FM radio station in Moscow has dropped the BBC Russian Service, the latest in a series of moves that
have reduced access in Russia to news produced by Western news organizations. The station’s new
owners dropped the service on Friday, saying that broadcasting retransmitted content was limited by the
terms of the station’s license; a similar technicality knocked content from Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
from the air last year at most Russian stations. News on Russian FM radio has lost much of the diversity, as
independent and skeptical coverage has been replaced by pro-Kremlin broadcasts and content determined
to be “positive” by station supervisors. The BBC said it planned to appeal the decision to the federal service
that administers radio licenses.
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#8

Worried about Putin's Russia?: Read on

By Paul Kennedy

International Herald Tribune, August 20, 2007

For the past several years, the Russia of Vladimir Putin has been sending very clear signals that it is no
longer the weakened, troubled and Western-dependent state that it was following the collapse of the Soviet
Union.

Russia is once again a proud and assertive nation, increasingly recognizable by its actions to historians of
its czarist and Communist predecessors. Many will say that its recovery is based on shallow foundations, in
fact that it rests almost totally upon the high price of oil and gas - and Russia's fortunate possession of vast
supplies of those vital commodities. That is true. But oil revenues, if invested wisely (as has been done by
two countries as different as Norway and Dubai during the past decade), can enhance national
infrastructure, industrial and technological developments, and military security.

Not only is Putin's regime making smart strategic investments - in infrastructure, laboratories, a modernized
military - its flow of energy wealth is giving the Kremlin the confidence to pursue assertive foreign policies,
secure for the moment in a set of global circumstances that has hobbled the United States, turned the
attention of China and India elsewhere (toward growth and internal modernization), and given all the world's
oil-producing states immense leverage.

Right now, the list of Moscow's unilateralist actions is probably only exceeded by those of the White House
over the past six years. Take an obvious example: Russia uses its veto power on the UN Security Council
to support Serbia and crush Kosovo's hopes of independence, just as the United States uses its privilege to
protect Israel and block pro-Palestinian resolutions in the world organization. In a similar negative way,
Russia controls what the Security Council may, or may not, do regarding actions against Iran and North
Korea.

The list goes on. Putin's ministers are adept at using what has come to be called "pipeline diplomacy" to
force neighbors like Belarus and Ukraine to bend to Moscow's will and recognize their dependence upon
Russian energy supplies, and it is clear that this is intended to have a secondary intimidation effect upon the
states of Western Europe as well. Estonia and Latvia are browbeaten over what are regarded as anti-
Russian acts, such as the removal of Soviet war memorials or treatment of Russian-speaking citizens.

Western oil companies are discovering that a contract for control of energy resources is not necessarily
viewed by the Moscow government as a sacred legal obligation. Thus, massive international corporations
such as BP and Exxon, long regarded as powerful independent actors, are now, literally, being put over the
barrel, forced to recognize their weaker bargaining position.

Many of their chief executives must have rubbed their eyes at the reports that Russia has just claimed
extensive rights at the North Pole, with implications for rights to the exploitation of seabed energy
resources. Moscow seems to be advancing its international claims with about the same speed that it
denounces arms-control accords.

If all of this is unsettling, it is by no means unusual. Actually, Russia's actions are rather predictable. They
are the steps taken by a traditional power elite that, having suffered defeat and humiliation, is now bent
upon the recovery of its assets, its authority and its capacity to intimidate.

There is nothing in the history of Russia since Ivan the Terrible to suggest that Putin is doing anything new.
"Top-down" policies from the Kremlin have a thousand-year provenance. If they seem more noticeable at
this moment in time, it may simply be because of two (possibly temporary) factors: the modern world's
dependence upon petroleum, and the Bush administration's obsession with Iraq and terrorism. All Putin is
doing is walking through an open gate - opened, by and large, by the West.
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So the reports from Russia that interest me most are not those concerning drone submarines under the
Arctic icecap, or putting the screws upon Belarus to pay backdated oil charges. What intrigues me are the
broader and more subtle measures being instituted by the Putin regime to enhance national - and, even
more, nationalist - pride. They point to something much more purposeful, and potentially quite sinister.

Two examples will have to suffice here: the creation of a patriotic youth movement, and the not-too-subtle
rewriting of Russia's school history books. The youth movement called "Nashi" (it translates as "ours") is
growing fast, encouraged by government agencies determined to instill the right virtues into the next
generation and to use this cadre of ultra-Russianists to buttress Putin's regime against domestic critics.

The policies that Nashi advocates are eclectic. Among the main features are reverence for the Fatherland,
respect for the family, Russian traditions and marriage, and a detestation of foreigners; it is hard to tell
whether American imperialists, Chechen terrorists, or Estonian ingrates are at the bottom of their list of
those who threaten the Russian way of life.

Right now, Nashi is training tens of thousands of young diligents; right now, they are in summer camps
where they do mass aerobics, discuss "proper" and "corrupt" politics, and receive the necessary education
for the struggles to come. Vast numbers have recently been mobilized to harass the British and Estonian
ambassadors in Moscow, following Moscow's disputes with those two countries. According to The Financial
Times, Nashi is training 60,000 "leaders" to monitor voting and conduct exit polls in elections this coming
December and March. | find this all pretty creepy.

So, too, are the reports that Putin has personally complimented the authors of a new manual for high school
history teachers that seeks to instill a renewed pride in teenagers of their country's past and encourage
national solidarity. As a historian, | always shrink from the idea that education ministries should approve
some sort of official view of the national past, although | know that bureaucrats from Japan to France do
precisely that, that Beijing's leadership would get highly upset if it learned that schools in China could
choose their own textbooks, and that American fundamentalists try to put their own clumsy footprint on what
children should actually be exposed to.

But it is one thing for French kids to be told about Joan of Arc's heroism or American kids about Paul
Revere's midnight ride; everyone is entitled to a Robin Hood or William Tell or two. It's a bit more disturbing
to learn that the new Russian history manual teaches that "entry into the club of democratic nations involves
surrendering part of your national sovereignty to the U.S." and other such choice contemporary lessons that
suggest to Russian teenagers that they face dark forces abroad.

What does this all mean? Should oil prices collapse - should pigs fly - then Putin's efforts at a Russian
nationalistic renaissance might also tumble. But there is no doubt about the coherence of this plan to rebuild
Russian pride and strength from the top down and the bottom up.

Over the longer run, the current street agitation against Britain's ambassador and the tearing down of the
Estonian flag by Nashi extremists may be obscure footnotes to history.

By contrast, the deliberate campaigns to indoctrinate Russian youth and to rewrite the history of the great
though terribly disturbed nation that they are inheriting might be much more significant for the unfolding of
our 21st century.

#9

Builder of Jewish Life in Russia is Now Accused of Hindering Its Growth
By Nathaniel Popper

Forward, August 22, 2007

Until recently, the men and women responsible for leading Jewish life in Russia have avoided biting the
hand that feeds them.
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The hand, in this case, is the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, a New York-based charity that
is responsible for much of the Jewish development in the former Soviet Union since the fall of the Iron
Curtain.

However, the hesitation to talk about the JDC’s shortcomings appears to be fading. Earlier this year, Jewish
communal leaders in St. Petersburg rose up together to criticize the JDC’s administration of the city’s
Jewish life. Now the dissent appears to be spreading beyond St. Petersburg, as several leaders from across
the former Soviet Union have come forward to publicly chastise the organization. In recent months, Russian
publications have contained broadsides against the JDC from leaders in Baku, Azerbaijan; Tashkent,
Uzbekistan; Kishinev, Moldova; Kharkov, Ukraine; Kiev, and Moscow.

“We can observe the same outrageous things happening in St. Petersburg, Kharkov, Odessa and Kishinev,”
wrote Rimma Golovina, a communal leader in Tashkent, in a July article in a local Jewish newspaper.

The JDC’s work in the former Soviet Union is multifaceted, and many leaders have praised the organization
for feeding and caring for thousands of elderly Jews in the region. But the JDC is also responsible for
building the community of tomorrow, and it has been on this front that it has come under attack.

“There is a local leadership and a local vision, and the JDC is normally ignoring these efforts and avoiding
being in touch with the local community leaders,” said Michael Chlenov, secretary general of the Euro Asian
Jewish Congress.

The anger comes as the JDC is changing its strategy in the former Soviet Union and attempting to scale
back its financial commitments in the region.

“It's time for the Soviet community to stand on its own two feet,” said Steve Schwager, the JDC’s executive
vice president, “and it's time for the American community to put its money elsewhere.”

Schwager said that the organization’s critics are mostly established local leaders who are unhappy with the
JDC'’s funding cuts.

The JDC'’s budget in the former Soviet Union has remained at around $100 million over the past few years,
the maijority of it from American Jewish federations and from Holocaust restitution agreements. But while
the number has stayed the same in real terms, Schwager says that the decline in the value of the dollar has
meant that the money does not go nearly as far as it used to.

Tankred Golenpolsky, editor of the Moscow-based International Jewish Gazette, agreed that the JDC’s
problems had arisen largely because the JDC had decided to rein in spending.

“This brought forward dissatisfaction with people who think that money is going to grow forever from the
sky,” Golenpolsky said.

The JDC'’s critics are emerging from many different corners. In Moscow, the former head of the Russian
Jewish Congress published an attack, as did the terminated former director of the local Jewish community
center. In Baku, it was the head of the Humanitarian Association of Jewish Women who wrote a July
diatribe in the online publication Newswe.ru. Around the same time, a journalist in Kishinev published a
piece about the situation there, arguing that the JDC made decisions behind “closed doors.”

“Doesn’t the community have the right to know about the decisions and participate?” the writer asked.
Most of these critics do not complain about cutbacks in funding, but instead focus on what they see as the
JDC'’s habit of overruling or pushing aside the local leaders who will likely take over leadership of the

community once the JDC exits. Golovina said that when her organization, the Tashkent Jewish Cultural
Community Center, began to exercise some independence, the JDC opened a new center.
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“All budgets and funds were redirected to this new ‘virtual’ center, and a new mansion was built for it,”
Golovina wrote in a July issue of the newspaper We Are Here.

“If only those naive Americans, who donate their money to the ‘Joint’ and arrive in the region as
missionaries, saw clearly that they are being deceived,” she wrote.

Joint officials in New York and Jerusalem say that they have opened competing Jewish agencies in some
areas because they were not comfortable with the financial arrangements set up by the local leaders.

The most severe problems continue to come from St. Petersburg, which has one of Russia’s largest Jewish
populations. During the past year, nearly every local Jewish communal leader has gone public with criticism
of the JDC'’s leadership tactics.

The root of many problems in St. Petersburg is a new Jewish community center that, if local leaders are to
be believed, was built with little input from locals. The JDC has informed the head of the existing JCC that it
will lose funding after this year. Since the initial criticism, the JDC has attempted to heal the wounds with
certain local leaders. Also, Schwager made a trip to the city this week to talk with critics.

“We continue to talk with people,” Schwager said, “but organizationally we have a long-term vision.”

#10

Russia Challenges West With Nomination to IMF
By Peter Finn

Washington Post, August 22, 2007

MOSCOW, Aug. 22-Russia said Wednesday that it has nominated a former Czech prime minister to head
the International Monetary Fund, challenging the European Union's traditional prerogative to fill the post.

The Russian Finance Ministry said in a statement that it was proposing Josef Tosovsky, chairman of the
Financial Stability Institute at the Bank for International Settlements in Basel, Switzerland, to head the 185-
nation organization.

The E.U. has put forward former French finance minister Dominique Strauss-Kahn, who, until Tosovsky was
nominated, was the sole official candidate for the job of managing director.

The Washington-based IMF provides loans and economic advice to member countries. Critics have
accused it of exacerbating economic crises in debt-plagued countries through some of the policies it
advocates.

"We believe that Mr. Tosovsky would be the right person at the right place at the right time," the Russian
ministry said in a statement posted on its Web site Wednesday. "Increasing globalization of the world
economy and the changing configuration of the international finance system makes it vital the operations of
the Fund undergo substantial reforms."

The Czech Republic, which is an E.U. member, quickly rejected the initiative and said it would continue to
back the E.U.'s choice. "Mr. Tosovsky was not and is not the Czech Republic's candidate," Czech Prime
Minister Mirek Topolanek said at a news conference in Prague.

Despite an ostensibly open competition, the head of the IMF is effectively chosen by the E.U., which in turn

backs an American to head the World Bank. Together, the United States and the E.U. countries have
enough votes to push through their respective choices at each institution.
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Emerging economic powers such as China, India and Brazil, as well as many developing countries, bristle
at this arrangement, which they say is too cozy and closed.

Russia -- which is adopting an increasingly muscular position in world affairs and now sees itself as a
counterweight to Western, and in particular American, dominance -- has been expressing its discontent with
the E.U.-U.S. lock on leadership of the two institutions. In June, Russian President Vladimir Putin described
these and other international financial institutions, which were created after World War Il, as "archaic,
undemocratic and inflexible."

Tosovsky, who headed the Czech National Bank from 1993 to 2000 except for a period in 1997-98, when
he served as a caretaker prime minister, said in a statement that he was honored by the nomination.

Tosovsky, 56, was accused this year by a Czech newspaper of collaborating with the secret police during
communist times. He rejected the allegation, saying he had only reviewed economic data for the authorities
and did not pass on any information.

Russian Finance Minister Alexei Kudrin said that he had consulted with Brazil, China and India and that
they support competition for the IMF post. But it was unclear whether the three countries specifically
endorsed Tosovsky.

Strauss-Kahn was in China on Wednesday and thanked the country's premier "for the vigorous support
China has decided to bring to my candidacy."

#11

Russia: Are Radicals Becoming More Mainstream?
By Chloe Arnold

RFE/RL, August 22, 2007

MOSCOW, August 22, 2007 (RFE/RL) -- Police in Russia are investigating a video, posted on the Internet,
that purportedly shows the execution-style killing of two men from Tajikistan and Daghestan.

The brutal footage of the apparent slaying -- carried out by a previously unknown ultranationalist group --
has raised the question of how many such organizations operate in Russia with relative freedom.

The video was posted on the website of a group calling itself the National Socialist Party of Rus. Hints are
made in the footage of a relationship with the neo-Nazi group National Socialist Society.

According to the SOVA Center, which monitors extremist groups, there are about a dozen identifiable
organizations with nationalist tendencies currently operating on a nationwide scale. These include the
National Socialist Society, the Movement Against lllegal Immigration, the National Power Party of Russia,
the Russian All-National Union, and the Slavic Union.

Galina Kozhevnikova, the deputy director at SOVA, says similar groups are making their presence known
throughout Russia.

"In actual fact, there are far more organizations like this operating on a local level, political organizations
trying to play a political role, demonstrating their aspirations toward political life and activities and so on,"
Kozhevnikova says. "In practically every region there is an organization like this."

Inciting Violence

There is no suggestion that any of the organizations are directly involved in violent crime, but they do
promote ideas that feed violence, Kozhevnikova says.
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Some of the groups espouse anti-Semitism; many are overtly racist and xenophobic. There are also
hundreds of so-called skinhead gangs. Police investigations have found skinheads to be behind the
frequent attacks on people with dark skin on the streets of Russian cities.

They may be at the extreme end of the spectrum, but the mainstream shares some of their views. A recent
survey carried out by the Levada Center, which monitors public opinion, found that 55 percent of Russians
agreed with the statement "Russia should be for Russians," while 20 percent of young people did not
consider the activities of skinhead or neo-Nazi groups to be dangerous.

Kozhevnikova cites a number of reasons for the growing nationalist mood among Russians. "The peak of
this xenophobic mood on a domestic level was fixed by sociologists in 2005; [this] domestic xenophobia
was first blamed on poor social conditions and then on conflicts," she says.

"There's no doubt that the war in Chechnya played a role -- the second Chechen war. It was taken as being
a war of Russians against Chechens, Orthodox against Muslims. Of course, that played a very big role,"
Kozhevnikova adds.

'Social Democrats'

Part of the problem, Kozhevnikova says, is that many nationalist organizations are starting to promote
themselves as civil movements, whose aim is to improve social conditions.

Aleksandr Belov, the spokesman for the Movement Against lllegal Immigration, says the group's goals are
"to put a stop to the number of illegal immigrants moving to Russia and to repatriate people with Russian
roots living outside the country."

"We're a democratic movement made up of people who have their own opinions and who want to live freely
in their own country. They want laws to be obeyed. You could call us social democrats," Belov says.

Belov says there is no fixed membership in his movement. He says that more than 10,000 people have
taken part in events they have organized, and that they have an even greater passive support base.

Observers say there is a reason the authorities are doing little to clamp down on these groups.

"They are actively exploiting this nationalist mood," SOVA's Kozhevnikova says. "They are exploiting it from
top to bottom. Because it is populism, it appeals to more than 50 percent of the population, these mass
xenophobic sentiments. Once again it's [connected with] the election, where [the authorities] are showing
that, of course, neo-Nazi groups are bad, but there are good nationalists, that we are nationalists -- striving
for the Russian people."

In the same week that the footage of the killings was posted on the Internet, a bomb exploded on a train
traveling between Moscow and St. Petersburg, Russia's busiest rail line. Investigators are looking into
reports that an extremist group planted the bomb.

No proof has been put forward, but there is speculation in the media that Russia's special services may
themselves have been behind the Internet video and the train explosion. Both come just weeks before the
government is due to bring in tighter legislation on extremist groups.

The Federal Security Service did not respond to calls from RFE/RL.

Critics of the Kremlin say that with four months to go to a parliamentary election and a presidential vote next

year, the anti-extremist measures would be used to clamp down on political opponents rather than radical
groups.
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#12

Reins on Remembrance; 70 Years After Stalin's Purge, Candor Has Its Limits
By Masha Lipman

Washington Post, August 22, 2007

MOSCOW-This month marks 70 years since the drastic surge of Stalin's terror: In 1937 the Kremlin butcher
scrapped even the faintest appearance of court procedures. The infamous "troika trials" -- a system of
justice by rubber-stamped death sentences -- killed more than 436,000 in one year. The anniversary
observances were intended to honor the victims. But the ceremony held earlier this month at Butovo, the
site of mass killings on the outskirts of Moscow, revealed the government's desire to keep the public's mind
off reflections about terror and its perpetrators.

The Russian Orthodox Church oversaw the ceremony, a religious service focused on the martyrdom of the
executed, not on the crimes or who committed them. In an interview about three years ago, the superior of
the Butovo church said he thought it best not to differentiate between those who were shot and those who

shot them: "One shouldn't search for who was right and who was wrong."

Such forgiveness may be appropriate for the church -- as a secular person, | am not in a position to judge --
but it is not good for the nation, at least not until the commemoration has become a national cause and all
victims as well as perpetrators have been officially named.

Russia does not have a national memorial or national museum dedicated to the mass killings of the Soviet
people that were masterminded for decades by a monstrous tandem of the Communist Party and state
security organs. Nor is there a national center where historical papers documenting mass repression are
available to the public.

Since the late 1980s, groups and individuals have worked to collect this information, but their efforts remain
uncoordinated. Pieces of their work are found here and there, sometimes at odd places, such as the office
of one of Moscow's downtown cemeteries, where some of the executed were cremated. Inside a dusty
closet are piles of thick albums whose pages are covered with brief paragraphs about those shot by Stalin's
executioners. Some entries have photos; some victims remain faceless.

Vladimir Putin's government is averse to exposing or dwelling on the crimes of communism. Under Putin,
the Federal Security Service (FSB), the successor to the KGB and earlier Soviet secret police agencies, has
regained power. The FSB occupies the offices above a basement where innocent people were tortured and
shot in Stalin's time. Today, FSB officers refer to themselves as "chekisty," the pseudo-romantic name for
the state security officers of Lenin's, Stalin's and Brezhnev's times. The mood of self-assertive nationalism
also plays a role. "There's an official tendency to portray the past as a succession of victorious or positive
developments, and terror simply does not fit in," Arseny Roginsky, the head of the human rights group
Memorial, told me. His group has collected and made available to the public archival materials about mass
repression.

Memorial was founded in the late 1980s, when the Russian people attempted to face the results of decades
of tyranny: the liquidation of the aristocracy; the extermination of peasants and priests; the deportation of
ethnic minorities; the killings of artists, intellectuals, members of the Communist elite and Soviet military
leaders. Back then, people understood who committed the crimes, and "Down with the KGB" was a chant
heard at huge rallies in Moscow during the perestroika years.

Today, the Russian public has largely lost interest in comprehending what drove the country into the bloody
insanity of self-extermination. People may be generally aware of the scope of the mass killings, but they
would rather not dwell on them. In a soon-to-be-released national poll conducted by the Russian Levada
Center polling agency, more than 70 percent of those surveyed said they considered Stalin's terror an
unjustifiable political crime, but almost the same number believe that "today it is not sensible to search for
who is to blame."
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Visitors are scarce at Butovo, where more than 20,000 people were executed from 1937 to 1938,
sometimes as many as 500 in one day. The site belongs to the Russian Orthodox Church, which has
displayed the names of murdered clerics and church workers. All others -- those of non-Orthodox creeds,
secular and atheist victims -- are collectively commemorated by a small stone, placed in 1993, with a short
inscription noting that "thousands of victims of political repressions" were shot and buried there.

It seems logical that the church would take over the commemoration. In Russia, the top Orthodox clergy
have traditionally been in harmony with the state's rulers, no matter how savagely the people were treated.
Today, the church may be relied on to handle the delicate subject of the mass exterminations by the gulag
system and to impart the government's implied message: Mourning the victims is okay within limits; broad
public debates are unwelcome. Making connections between the past and the present is inadvisable. "The
memory of terror is [being] pushed away from the public space," Roginsky noted.

Those nations that seek to make Russia admit its guilt and apologize should bear this in mind. The Russian
people themselves suffered the most at the hands of their rulers. And if as a nation we won't hold anyone
responsible for the grief, torture and death inflicted on our compatriots, how will we admit guilt for the harm
done to others?

#13

New St. Petersburg shul a first for Reform in Russia
By Matt Siegel

JTA, August 23, 2007

ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA (JTA) -- When Rabbi Stas Wojciechowicz blows the shofar this Rosh
Hashanah, its distinctive sound won't just be ringing in a new year, it will be ushering in a new era for the
Progressive movement in the former Soviet Union.

By the end of the secular year, he hopes to be holding services in St. Petersburg’s Sha'arei Shalom
Synagogue, the movement's first community-owned synagogue among some 21 Progressive congregations
in Russia.

For Wojciechowicz, that day can’t come soon enough.

"As soon as you have your own space, you are a king," said the 30-year-old rabbi, newly arrived in St.
Petersburg after his recent ordination from Hebrew Union College in Jerusalem.

Indeed, for the former Soviet Union's languishing Reform movement, a synagogue fit for a king would be a
welcome addition, and a kingly shul is just what they will be getting.

OROSIR, the Russian branch of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, purchased the prime downtown
space, an apartment building constructed in Stalin’s time for Soviet naval admirals. The funds were donated
by the West London Synagogue, where the community’s recently departed Rabbi Michael Farbman once
spent five years as assistant rabbi.

Farbman left Russia in June for a new posting in the United States, but the community he built is moving
ahead at full steam to get the building up and running.

An high-profile dedication ceremony was held on June 8, attended by Israeli and local dignitaries.
The 5,000-square-meter facility will include a children’s center decked out with plasma screen televisions, a
day school and a youth club, illustrating just how much importance Sha'arei Shalom places on adding young

congregants to its flagging rolls.

“It's very important,” said Wojciechowicz, “that the children have a place that they feel is their own.”
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Sha’arei Shalom's executive director, Yuri Podolny, told JTA that the plan is first to open the second floor,
which houses the kindergarten, followed shortly thereafter by the remaining areas.

Until that time, the congregation will continue meeting in its current location -- an office space at Yesod, the
city's new Jewish community center operated by the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.

A native of Uzbekistan who made aliyah along with his mother in his early teens, Wojciechowicz was
effusive about the benefits the community has enjoyed during its time in Yesod, chief among them the
increased foot traffic and the high quality of the building's facilities.

He complained, however, about the cumbersome bureaucratic process involved in requesting rooms for
events, and expressed security concerns, especially ensuring that their Torahs are kept safe.

Woijciechowicz hopes that the months the congregation spent at Yesod will translate into greater attendance
when they move into their new space.

On a recent Friday evening, the room was packed for Shabbat services, with an eclectic group of at least 45
people -- an impressive number for any synagogue in the former Soviet Union, where it's usually a struggle
to bring in bodies on Shabbat.

Reform leaders and members of the city'sProgressive community hope that the new synagogue and its
passionate young rabbi will portend a sea change for post-Soviet Jewry.

Studies have shown that most post-Soviet Jews are profoundly secular, owing to the long-term effects of
communism’s state-enforced atheism. But the Reform movement has, for many reasons, struggled to gain a
foothold in a region dominated by Chabad.

Sha’arei Shalom has only about 300 congregants, out of the estimated 70,000 to 100,000 Jews in Russia’s
second largest city. The main goal in building the new synagogue is to increase that number.

Wojciechowicz and others have big plans, including a Limmud, or intensive study seminar, for Russian
children. Whether all their plans will come to fruition is impossible to know, but his eyes shine brightly when
he talks about the future for Judaism here.

“People here are grasping for God,” said Wojciechowicz. “They want to get to him, but they don’t know the

way.
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