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TO: NCSJ Leadership and Interested Parties

FROM: Edward B. Robin, Chairman
Lesley Israel, NCSJ President
Mark B. Levin, NCSJ Executive Director

In Brief
Dear Friends:

This week we mourn the passing of former Congressman Charles Vanik, who was a pivotal figure in the
cause of Soviet Jewry and in the human rights arena.

A friend of NCSJ, he worked tirelessly to pressure the former Soviet Union to allow emigration of Jews and
others seeking freedom and he accomplished this in the U.S. Congress with overwhelming bi-partisan
support.

Messages of condolence can be sent to:
The Vanik Family

c/o Aycock Funeral Home

1112 Military Trail

Jupiter, FL 33458

The weekly brief includes NCSJ's statement and articles about Charles Vanik.

Sincerely,
Edward B. Robin Lesley Israel Mark B. Levin

Chairman President Executive Director



Advocates on behalf of Jews in Russia,
Ukraine, the Baltic States & Eurasia
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#1
NCSJ Mourns Passing of Former Rep. Charles A. Vanik

Ohio Democrat, Jackson-Vanik co-author, fought to free Soviet Jewry
NCSJ Press Release, August 30, 2007

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- NCSJ mourns the passing of Charles A. Vanik (D-OH) who died today at age 94.

Congressman Vanik was co-author, along with the late Senator Henry “Scoop” Jackson (D-WA), of the
Jackson-Vanik Amendment to the 1974 Trade Act, the historic legislation, passed with overwhelming
bipartisan support, which links U.S. trade benefits to the emigration and human rights policies of Communist
or formerly Communist countries. The legislation helped spur increased emigration of Jews from the former
Soviet Union.



“The entire NCSJ family is saddened by the loss of a legislative giant who, with great vision and
compassion, authored legislation that changed the course of how the United States confronted the forces of
oppression,” said NCSJ Chairman Ed Robin.

“Charlie Vanik lent his name and prestige to preserve the right for Soviet Jews to emigrate,” said NCSJ
President Lesley Israel.

NCSJ Director Mark B. Levin fondly recalled the many opportunities that he had to work with Rep. Vanik. “It
was a privilege to have known and worked with an elected official truly committed to the advancement of
human rights and Jewish concerns. There are few who could match his compassion and heart.”

#2
Co-author of Jackson-Vanik amendment dies
JTA Brief, August 30, 2007

Charles Vanik, a former U.S. congressman who co-authored a historic law designed to pressure the former
Soviet Union into allowing freer emigration of Jews and other dissidents, died Thursday. He was 94 and
living in Jupiter, Fla.

Vanik, an Ohio Democrat, wrote the Jackson-Vanik amendment to a 1974 trade law with Senator Henry
“Scoop” Jackson, a Washington Democrat.

Supporters say the legislation eventually spurred huge increases in emigration of Soviet Jews. It requires
the United States to assess the human rights records of countries with non-market economies before
deciding whether to grant them special trade privileges.

Mark Levin, director of NCSJ, which advocates on behalf of Jews in Russia, Ukraine, the Baltic states and
Eurasia, recalled the many opportunities he had to work with Vanik.

"It was a privilege to have known and worked with an elected official truly committed to the advancement of
human rights and Jewish concerns," Levin said. "There are few who could match his compassion and
heart."

While the measure’s intent was to allow Soviet Jews to emigrate, its reach extended to many other
countries, including China and Vietnam.

Critics have called for its elimination, arguing that it is an outdated obstacle to trade and harmed U.S.
economic and diplomatic ties abroad.

#3

Ex-Ohio congressman Charles A. Vanik dies
By M.R. Kropko

AP, August 31, 2007

CLEVELAND - Charles Albert Vanik, whose 26 years serving Ohio as a congressman included a
determined effort to stop Communist countries from receiving favored trade status unless they allowed
emigration of Jews and others seeking freedom, has died at his home in Jupiter, Fla. He was 94.

Vanik died peacefully late Wednesday of natural causes, with his wife Betty, son John and daughter Phyllis
near him. He had been in good health, considering his advanced age, said Mark Talisman, Vanik's former
chief of staff.



He was an outspoken Democratic congressman from Cleveland, whose image was in part defined by his
constant preference for wearing a bow tie. He served as a representative in Congress from 1955 to 1981.
But his life included several other public offices, from Cleveland municipal judge to the Ohio Senate.

In 1974, Vanik along with the late Sen. Henry Jackson, D-Wash., sponsored an amendment to the Trade
Reform Bill of 1974, which President Ford signed into law.

The Jackson-Vanik amendment meant that the Soviet Union could not qualify for favored trade status. In
response, the Soviet Union allowed more freedom of emigration, particularly to Soviet Jews who had faced
official prejudice.

"He had an extraordinary career," said former U.S. Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio. "At that time, he was one of
the real liberals in the Congress, a leader in passage of social legislation."

Stokes said the Jackson-Vanik legislation was a landmark in trying to resolve Cold War differences and help
Jews emigrate from the Soviet Union.

"Charlie was a leader in that area," Stokes said.

After Stokes and his brother, Carl Stokes, won a court challenge that alleged discriminatory gerrymandering
in drawing House districts, Vanik's district was redrawn to become 65 percent black. Vanik offered to run
against an incumbent Republican in an adjacent district, clearing the way for Louis Stokes' 1968 election in
the newly redrawn district.

Stokes became the first black member of Congress in the history of Ohio. Vanik also won.

As a member of the House Ways and Means Committee, Vanik's main legislative causes tended to be
Social Security and Medicare.

Before his public career, Vanik became a lawyer. His father and grandfather had been butchers, and on
flights to Washington Vanik often would carry along a package of sausage made in Cleveland.

He met his wife of 62 years, Betty, when he was in the Navy and she was a Navy nurse.
A private service is planned for Saturday in Jupiter, and public memorial services in Washington and

Cleveland are being planned, Talisman said.

#4a

Ukrainian party seeks Israel boycott

JTA Brief, August 28, 2007

A nationalistic party in Ukraine called for a boycott of Israeli and kosher goods.

The National and Labor Party of Ukraine in a news release said that "buying them helps the Jews and
Israelis conquer and destroy Ukraine's economy."

The radical party, which recently registered in Ukraine, calls on Ukrainians not to purchase any products
marked kosher because they are affiliated with "Zionists" and would be used against the Ukrainian people.

An anti-Semitic caricature and anti-Semitic slogans are displayed on the party's Web site.



#4b
Dutch to keep backing Ukraine exhibit
JTA Brief, August 28, 2007

The Dutch government will continue its financial support of a Holocaust education program in Ukraine until
2009.

The program, backed by the Dutch Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports and run by the Anne Frank
House in Amsterdam, consists of a traveling exhibition called “Anne Frank: A History for Today.” It tells the
story of Anne Frank and of young Ukrainian victims of the Holocaust, and is aimed at combating Ukraine’s
rising tide of xenophobia and intolerance. The exhibit has visited 26 Ukrainian cities between 2003 and
2007.

Dozens of Ukrainian students were trained as exhibit guides in each of the visited cities and led thousands
of fellow students through the program. Teachers have also been trained to discuss the Holocaust,
democracy and tolerance in their classrooms. The Ukrainian Association for Teachers and the Kiev-based
Institute for Jewish Studies prepared textbooks to accompany those lessons.

The two years of upcoming tours will include a ballet, and further training seminars for students and
teachers.

The Ukrainian tour is supported by the Jewish Foundation of Ukraine in partnership with six Ukrainian and
Jewish organizations, including the Ukrainian Center for Holocaust Studies.

#4c
Israel sees Russian hand in Syria tensions
JTA Brief, August 30, 2007

A top Israeli official blamed recent tensions with Syria on Russian interference.

Defense Ministry policy chief Amos Gilad said Thursday that Russia, a chief arms supplier to the Damascus
regime, helped fuel speculation that Israel and Syria could go to war this summer.

"During a certain period, the Russians did indeed contribute to the Syrians thinking that Israel wanted war,"
Gilad told Army Radio. "I think they've stopped doing that. The Syrians do not intend to launch a war against
Israel, and Israel certainly does not intend to launch a war against Syria."

Gilad spoke after being asked about a Ma'ariv report that Russia had sought to stoke Syrian war fears in
order to clinch a large defense deal. Syria is believed to have recently bought advanced Russian weaponry
such as anti-aircraft missiles.

The Russian Embassy in Tel Aviv had no immediate comment.

#4d
Holocaust museum to cite righteous gentile
JTA Brief, August 30, 2007

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum will honor a non-Jewish Ukrainian who helped save a
Jewish woman from the Nazis.

In conjunction with the Israeli embassy, the museum will present the Medal of the Righteous Among the
Nations on Tuesday to the son of Yevgenia Zamoroko-Lysenko, a Ukrainian who with her roommate
obtained false papers for a Jewish woman and allowed her to share their apartment.



Masha Spivak lived with the pair until April 1942 and performed forced labor in Germany until her liberation.
She immigrated to Israel in 1948.

Yad Vashem, Israel's national Holocaust museum, has honored 21,758 non-Jews for their efforts to save
Jews from the Nazis. This represents the first time the American Holocaust museum will present such a
medal.

#5

How the west can win again in central Asia
By Stefan Wagstyl

Financial Times, August 27, 2007

This month, the leaders of Russia and China and four central Asian states met in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan's
dusty capital, and agreed to establish an "Energy Club". They did not specify what the club will do or when it
will be formed. But the message was clear: the Energy Club is closed to non-members - the west in general
and the US in particular.

In itself the move does not amount to very much. The decision was taken at a summit of a little-known
regional mutual security group - the Shanghai Co-operation Organisation. Its members include four energy
exporters - Russia, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan - and two importers - China and Kyrgyzstan.
They are often divided, not least Russia and China.

But the announcement highlights the growing difficulties the west faces in accessing central Asia's rich
energy resources - and reducing reliance on Russia as a transit country. The US and the European Union
have by no means lost the Great Game in its latest manifestation. But they should redouble their efforts if
they are to compete successfully with a resurgent Russia and an increasingly assertive China.

In the 1990s, western energy companies faced few rivals entering the region and signing big development
contracts. Strong US government backing paved the way. Cash-strapped local rulers gratefully took the
westerners' money and listened politely to their democracy lectures. A weak Russia, shattered by the
collapse of the Soviet Union, looked on impotently as American officials and oilmen strutted around its
former backyard.

Today, the region has become considerably more complex. Caspian reserves are proving expensive to
develop. Washington has been distracted by Iraq, Iran and Islamist terrorism. The region's energy
exporters, headed by Kazakhstan, have grown richer - and more confident in dealing with their foreign
visitors. With soaring energy prices, competition has multiplied, with not only China but also India appearing
on the Caspian scene. Above all, Russia, under President Vladimir Putin, has re-established some of its
political and economic clout.

Three other recent developments stand out. In the first, Russia, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan agreed to
renovate and expand the region'sSoviet-era gas pipelines. If the plan went ahead, it would allow Russiato
keep its grip on gas exports. Itwould undermine the much-discussed Nabucco project - US and EU-backed
plans for a pipeline from the region to Europe (including a stretch under the Caspian Sea) that circumvents
Russia.

Next, Beijing has won Turkmen and Kazakh support for gas and oil pipelines. While these grand schemes
are far from fruition they show energy-hungry China's readiness to commit resources to central Asia.

Finally, Kazakhstan this week threatened to revoke the licence held by Italy's Eni for the Kashagan offshore
oil field, among the world's largest new developments. The authorities cited environmental concerns - an
argument reminiscent of that used by Moscow in its recent attack on western energy groups in Russia. Like



Mr Putin, Kazakh leader Nursultan Nazarbayev wants a bigger share of the revenues. And like the Kremlin,
he will get it.

These developments are a reminder of central Asia's importance in energy. This is particularly true for gas,
where the Caspian plays a vital role supplementing Russian fuel in the Russian pipeline network on which
Europe increasingly relies for its gas. Brussels has rightly paid close attention to Moscow's gas rows with
Ukraine and Belarus. But EU states have failed to develop a coherent strategy towards central Asia. The
Nabucco project remains just that - a project, the subject of studies and reports.

Meanwhile, while Mr Putin haslavished personal attention on central Asia, US president George W.
Bushhas neglected it. Regional leaders' shameful record on human rights makes friendly relations difficult
but Washington has managed these issues elsewhere. Why not in the Caspian?

All'is not lost. First, Russian buying of central Asian gas is not disastrous for the EU, since Russia's
pipelines lead to Europe. Diversification is desirable but not essential, since the dependence is mutual.
Next, while the west's position in central Asia is under pressure, it has done much better in Azerbaijan,
where new west-bound gas and oil pipelines were opened last year.

Meanwhile, the unexpected death in December of the Turkmen dictator, Sap- armurat Niyazov, has created
opportunities to end his country's self-imposed isolation. The main beneficiary looks to be Russia, which
monopolises Turkmen gas exports, but there is a small chance the new president, Gurbanguly
Berdymukhamedov, will consider other options, as Kazakhstan has done.

Finally, while politics matters, money also counts. There is still time for the US and the EU, and western oil
companies, to launch new initiatives - as long as they are ready to commit to hard numbers - on
investments, prices, and revenue targets.

#6

Turning the Clock Back On Elective Democracy
By Andrei Kolesnikov

Moscow Times, August 30, 2007

The State Duma election campaign will kick off officially on Saturday, according to the head of the Central
Elections Commission. The election -- already known as the "foregone election" -- will be held on Dec. 2. It
has been noted that during this campaign, safeguards will be put in place to prevent a number of fraudulent
practices typically used to manipulate election results. But why use a backhanded approach when, thanks
to a single sleight of hand, the results are already known with a fair degree of certainty in advance?

Elective democracy in Russia was born out of the overwhelming aspiration for authority held by one man:
former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev. The idea of holding free and competitive elections was first
introduced almost 20 years ago, in 1988 at the 19th Communist Party Conference. It was dictated in many
respects by the desire of the general secretary to maintain a hold over his authority.

Gorbachev changed the political system and altered the Communist Party. It was necessary for Gorbachev
to take the people as his allies to survive. This meant sharing his authority with the people and giving them
a free vote. Thus, Gorbachev began his political reforms by spearheading the process himself.

Gorbachev hit the nail on the head. Giving true authority and power to the soviets, the legislative branch of
power, became an idea that literally took hold of the masses.

But it was the Communist Party that ruined elective democracy when, during the first election of 1989, the
secretaries of the regional and district committees began competing between themselves as if they
belonged to different parties.



What occurred was not simply a swapping of one government institution for another. Elective democracy
was only the first fracture in the Soviet dam. After the congresses and free elections, the dam burst wide
open with the rehabilitation of victims of political repression, the ability to form many new movements and
groups without the government's approval, the withdrawal of Soviet forces from Afghanistan, the repeal of
the infamous Article 6 of the Constitution, which placed limits on the political rights of Soviet citizens and
declared that the Communist Party was the "leading and guiding force of the Soviet society," and on and on.

This is how the history of Russia's procedural elective democracy began. But it has now been replaced by a
manipulative democratic process. Today's political machine has disrupted free self-expression, thereby
making the authorities less representative of the people and the government less legitimate.

#7

Turkmenistan's Energy Rush Vast Natural-Gas Stores Spur Scramble for Access By U.S., Russia,
Europe

By Guy Chazan

Wall Street Journal, August 31, 2007

With a new leader flinging open the doors to the outside world, the Central Asian nation of Turkmenistan is
emerging as a crucible of regional rivalries as Russia, China, the U.S. and Europe compete for access to its
vast energy reserves.

Since the death in December of Saparmurat Niyazov, an eccentric and reclusive dictator who charted a
fiercely isolationist course for Turkmenistan, the country has begun to open up, unleashing a stampede of
Western and Russian oil-and-gas men.

Executives from Chevron Corp., Royal Dutch Shell PLC, Total SA, BP PLC and its Russian venture TNK-
BP have flocked to the capital of Ashgabad to meet Kurbanguly Berdymukhamedov, the new president, who
has reached out to the West in ways his predecessor never did.

They have been joined by a steady stream of U.S. officials keen to revive a plan to build a pipeline across
the Caspian Sea that would ship Turkmen gas westward, bypassing Russia and loosening Moscow's grip
on Central Asia's energy riches.

"There's been a sea change," says Atul Gupta, chief executive of Burren Energy PLC, a U.K. independent
that has been producing oil in Turkmenistan since 1997. "We've got a bit of a Great Game being played out
in Turkmenistan now," he added, referring to the 19th-century struggle for regional influence between the
U.K. and Russia.

The rush comes amid a global hunt for fresh energy supplies. Most of the world's proven energy reserves
are in the Middle East -- mostly off limits to foreign investors. Europe is eager to diversify its supply of
natural gas to rely less on Russia, which has shown its willingness to withhold supply to advance its political
agenda.

So far, the race to open up Turkmenistan's hydrocarbon reserves -- the country is thought to hold one of the
world's most abundant stores of natural gas -- is being won by Russia and China.

In May, President VIadimir Putin became the first world leader to visit Mr. Berdymukhamedov. In a coup for
Moscow, the two parties agreed to build a new gas pipeline around the Caspian Sea and northward to
Russia, and to upgrade Soviet-era infrastructure in Central Asia. That would increase deliveries of Turkmen
gas to Russia to 90 billion cubic meters a year, from 50 billion cubic meters a year now, Russian officials
said.



The deal was a blow to the European Union, which has long sought to free Turkmenistan from Moscow's
grasp. There were fears in Brussels that the Russian deal could undermine the viability of the EU's
grandiose Nabucco pipeline project to bring gas from Central Asia and Iran to Turkey and Eastern Europe.

Yet Russia, too, has suffered setbacks. In July, Mr. Berdymukhamedov went to Beijing and endorsed a plan
to build a pipeline from Turkmenistan delivering 30 billion cubic meters of gas a year to China. He also
signed a landmark deal allowing China National Petroleum Corp. to drill for gas in one of Turkmenistan's
most promising fields, Bagtyyarlyk. Beijing hopes gas from there will fill the new pipeline.

The deal was bad news for Russia's OAO Gazprom, which relies heavily on imports of Turkmen gas to
offset declines at its own big fields in western Siberia and ensure it can meet its long-term export
commitments to Europe.

Despite Russian and Chinese advances, Europe and the U.S. haven't given up hope of getting a slice of
Turkmen gas. Encouraged by President Berdymukhamedov, who has said his country has a long-term
interest in diversifying its export routes, U.S. officials have been visiting Ashgabad to talk up the Trans-
Caspian gas-pipeline idea. This month, the U.S. gave Azerbaijan a $1.7 million grant for a feasibility study
to build oil and gas pipelines across the Caspian.

Most observers think the Western plan stands little chance against Gazprom and the Chinese. "The Trans-
Caspian pipeline needs three things: gas, markets and finance," says Prof. Jonathan Stern, director of gas
research at the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies. "At the moment, it doesn't have any of them."

Some analysts wonder whether Mr. Berdymukhamedov has promised too much to too many countries.
Christof van Agt, an expert on Central Asia at the International Energy Agency in Paris, says Turkmenistan
would need $5 billion in investment every year for the next 25 years to boost output to 130 billion cubic
meters by 2016 -- the amount it needs to meet all its export commitments. It is forecast to produce 65 billion
cubic meters this year.

"If it's going to be able to supply China, Russia, Europe, India and Pakistan as it says it wants to, it needs to
start moving fast to get this investment in place," he says.

Turkmenistan's new leader, who was Niyazov's dentist and went on to serve for several years as his health
minister, is already drawing parallels with his predecessor, who had a reputation for selling more gas than
he could produce.

Still, the foreign energy companies keep coming. In July, Mr. Berdymukhamedov invited Chevron
executives to discuss developing a big oil field, Serdar, in the Turkmen section of the Caspian Sea.
Geologists have long known about the deposit, but Big Oil shied away from it because it was also claimed
by Azerbaijan. With Niyazov's death, observers say, there is hope the two countries will work out how to
share Serdar, known as Kyapaz in Azerbaijan.

Hanging over the future of such projects is uncertainty about the precise size of the oil and gas reserves.
Mr. Niyazov decreed such information a state secret.



