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#la
Jewish sports festival opens in Moldova
JTA Brief, September 3, 2007

An annual three-day festival bringing together Jewish youth from the former Soviet Union is being held in
the Moldovan capital of Kishinev.

The Hilleliad, which began Sunday, is a way of attracting Jewish students and showing off their athletic
talents, said Hillel regional director losif Akselrud. It also includes intellectual competitions and a Jewish tour
of Moldova.

"It's not just a competition but also a festival," Akselrud said.

Approximately 100 students from Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan are
participating, as well as what Akselrud referred to as a "guest team" from Russia.

Funding was provided by Hillel and the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, as well as the
Moldovan Jewish Congress.

#1b
Estonian capital gets new mikvah
JTA Brief, September 3, 2007

The first new mikvah built in Estonia since World War Il opened in the capital of Tallinn.
Some 100 guests attended a small ceremony Aug. 28 marking the opening of the The Mei Menachem
Mikvah, according to a report by the Chabad.org news service. All the guests were Jewish women married

to Jewish men.

Estonia has been without a mikvah since its predecessor was destroyed, along with its synagogues, by the
Nazis. The country’s first new synagogue since the war opened in Tallinn in May.

The mikvah, located in the Beit Bella Synagogue, is the next step in the process of revitalizing Jewish life in
this tiny Baltic nation, Estonia’s Chief Rabbi Shmuel Kot told JTA.

#1c
Israel lifts visa requirement for FSU citizens
JTA Brief, September 4, 2007

Russian citizens will be able to visit Israel without obtaining a visa.

A special Israeli governmental commission announced the visa waiver decision after Internal Security
Minister Avi Dichter, who initially warned the visa waiver would "flood Israel with thousands of prostitutes



and illegal immigrants," withdrew his objections last week. The commission voted unanimously for the draft
bill to be forwarded to the government.

Tourism Minister Isaak Aranovich, who proposed the initiative in July, predicted that the influx of Russian
tourists would create up to 10,000 jobs in Israel. He said he expects 250,000 Russian tourists per year to
visit Israel.

Ernst & Young analysts say the number of Russian visitors to Israel in the first half of 2007 shot up 54
percent over last year. In the first half of the year, more than 11,000 Israelis visited Russia. Fourteen
scheduled flights per week now connect Moscow and Tel Aviv. That number may increase to 21 flights a
week by the end of 2007, officials said.

The Israeli commission expects Moscow to issue a similar visa waiver for Israeli citizens. A bilateral
agreement on the issue may be signed as early as October when Russian Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov
will be in Israel.

However, some experts in Moscow are warning against overly optimistic expectations. Sergei Shpilko, the
president of Russia's tourism union, told Expert magazine that Russia's Interior and Defense ministries
likely will object to waiving the visa requirement for Israelis.

#1d
Munich Olympians memorialized in Moscow
JTA Brief, September 5, 2007

A Moscow synagogue held a ceremony marking the 35th anniversary of the massacre of the Israeli Olympic
team at the 1972 Munich Olympics.

Wednesday's service at the Memorial Synagogue in Moscow’s Victory Park was sponsored by the Russian
Jewish Congress and included a delegation from the Israeli Embassy. Speaking at the service, Jewish
Soviet Olympic athlete Mark Rakita, who won a medal at the Munich Games, said the massacre changed
the way he saw the Olympics.

“The Olympics were a celebration for everyone, for all countries and for all people," he said. "After that it
was finished.”

The chief Reform rabbi of Russia, Alexander Lyskovoi, said kaddish for the 11 Israeli athletes murdered on
Sept. 6, 1972 by Palestinian terrorists from Black September.

“This is a feature of our people. We don’t forget anything,” Lyskovoi told JTA after the service. “Everything
that happened in the past is a message and we should remember. Surely these 11 guys we can put
together with the victims of the Holocaust because the cause of their death was the same.”

#le
Rare Judaica at Russian State Library
JTA Brief, September 6, 2007

Rare vintage books from the Russian State Library’s massive Judaica collection went on display for the first
time.

The exhibition, “Jewish Mysticism and Hassidism,” began Thursday and includes selections from the
library’s holdings of more than 80,000 Jewish books and manuscripts. Sponsored by the Russian Jewish
Congress and the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, it is the first such exhibit ever mounted in
the country’s largest library.



It includes books from the collections of Baron David Gunzberg, Rabbi Yaakov Mazeh and the sixth
Lubavitcher rebbe, Rabbi Yosef-Yitzchak Schneersohn.

Schneersohn’s library, representing pre-1915 Lubavitch publications, was confiscated by Soviet authorities
in 1924 and has not been returned despite the repeated efforts of Chabad headquarters in New York.

Maria Endel of the Moscow Jewish Academic Library told JTA that the exhibition aims "to attract the
attention of Russian and Western scholars to the library’s huge collection of printed Jewish mystical wisdom
dating back to the 16th century.”

"You may see here books printed in Hebrew, Yiddish, Aramaic or, surprisingly, Latin, from Amsterdam,
Venice, Istanbul, Prague, Krakow and many other towns of medieval Europe,” Konstantin Burmistrov of the
library’s Oriental Literature Center told JTA. “They represent various areas of Jewish Kabbalah, from early
esoteric Sefer Yetzirah to the 18th century Toldot Jakob Joseph.”

The exhibit will be on display until mid-September.

#1f
Progressives convene Moscow conference
JTA Brief, September 6, 2007

About 150 participants attended the opening ceremonies of the World Union for Progressive Judaism's
regional conference for Jews in the former Soviet Union.

Russia’s chief Reform rabbi, Alexander Lyskovoi, and union leaders from Jerusalem were among the
speakers Thursday at the union's 17th annual conference, convened near the Moscow suburb of
Zelenograd. Participants for the four-day event came from Russia, Belarus and Ukraine.

Addressing humorous references by other speakers about the movement’s aging membership, the union's
chief financial officer, Todd Warnick, noted the many young people in the audience.

“The older generation gives us the base,” said a smiling Warnick, “and the younger people give us the
future.”

Despite being a player in the former Soviet Union since the final days of the USSR, the union has struggled
in recent years to match the power and funding of Chabad’s Kremlin-connected Federation of Jewish
Communities of Russia and the CIS.

#1g
Major Jewish art show opens in Russia
JTA Brief, September 5, 2007

A major exhibition of Jewish fine art opened in Moscow.
The 85 oil, pastel and ink works by 10 professional and amateur artists depict Jewish life in Russia, Israel
and the United States. The exhibition, which began Thursday, is mounted at the Kiselyov art gallery in a

compound across from the Kremlin.

Alexander Boroda, vice president of the Federation of Jewish Communities of Russia, said at the opening
ceremony that Jewish art could help increase tolerance within Russian society.



"The exhibition is an integral part of the process of educating the younger generation to respect other
cultures and ethnic groups in our multi-ethnic country," he said.

Boroda and Vera Kiselyova, the president of the Moscow Social Foundation of Culture Support, pointed out
that the artworks reflect the “solid Russian and Jewish roots” of the artists.

The opening celebration featured performances by two Jewish string ensembles, and apples and honey in
honor of the upcoming High Holy Days.

The exhibition will run through the end of September.

#1h
Lithuanian group gets Holocaust-era accounts
JTA Brief, September 6, 2007

Citigroup has transferred two dormant Lithuanian Holocaust-era bank accounts to a Lithuanian Jewish
group.

The accounts were sent to the Foundation for the Lithuanian Jewish Heritage, the New York State Banking
Department and The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee announced Thursday.

They were held originally by the Central Bank for the Furtherance of Cooperatives in Lithuania, which was
set up by the JDC and dozens of local Jewish cooperative banks in 1921 to help rebuild Jewish life in
Lithuania after World War |. The bank also granted small business loans until 1940.

It was unclear how Citigroup ended up with the accounts, according to a JDC spokeswoman, but the bank
contacted the Holocaust Claims Processing Office to help determine its original holder.

The organizations are not making public how much the accounts are worth, but JDC characterized them as
"tens of thousands of dollars."

The Foundation for the Lithuanian Heritage was established by the Lithuanian Jewish Community and the
World Jewish Restitution Organization to help the Lithuanian government on restitution of Jewish property
expropriated after 1940. It will become fully operational once the Lithuanian government enacts a law for the
restitution of the property. The JDC will hold the Citigroup money in escrow until the law is enacted.

#1i
Russia expresses concern over alleged Syria attack
JTA Brief, September 7, 2007

The Russian Government registered its concern over reports that Israeli combat aircraft overflew Syrian
territory.

"The reports have caused extreme concern in Moscow," the Russian foreign ministry said in a statement
Thursday, according to Reuters.

"Particularly troubling is that this is the Middle East, a region already heavy with serious conflicts and
tension."

Earlier Thursday, Syria fired at Israeli military aircraft Syria said entered its airspace.



The Syrian military said several Israeli planes flew over the country near the Turkish-Syrian border and
dropped some ammunition. Other Syrian sources said four or five planes dropped fuel tanks in the Syrian
desert.

The Israel Defense Forces declined to respond to the report, saying, "It is not our custom to respond to
these kinds of reports." But sources told Israeli media that it appeared the IDF committed an "operational
mishap."

#2

With Russia, Pray for Cynicism

By Jim Hoagland

Washington Post, September 2, 2007

Russian prosecutors say that the separate grisly murders of two of the Kremlin's most vocal opponents
during the past year have a common motive: They were committed by enemies of Vladimir Putin to frame
and embarrass his government.

A similarly sinister hidden agenda lies behind U.S. plans to create antimissile sites in Poland and the Czech
Republic, Russian officials are telling Western diplomats. The silos that the Americans say are needed to
defend against Iranian missile attacks will, in the Russian version, be stuffed with multiple-warhead
offensive rockets aimed at Moscow.

These "explanations" of murders and missiles raise a chilling question about Putin's Kremlin: Is it worse if
the Russians are cynically offering up blatantly implausible tales as propaganda -- or if the Russian
president and his aides actually believe their own accounts?

Americans should root for cynicism. Hostile governments run by delusional fantasy are far more dangerous
than those run by knowing lies -- especially when the government in question possesses a vast nuclear
arsenal and when the Bush administration is tempted at times by its own version of delusional thinking.

Two disturbing patterns emerged more clearly last week when Yuri Chaika, Russia's prosecutor general,
announced 10 arrests in the slaying last October of investigative reporter Anna Politkovskaya, who was shot
to death in an elevator in her apartment building. Chaika portrayed the assassination of Politkovskaya -- a
fierce critic of the Kremlin's policies in Chechnya -- as the work of a Chechen crime boss who hired Russian
police officers as killers to embarrass the government.

Politkovskaya's death emphasized the growing dangers of practicing independent journalism in Russia. In
March, lvan Safronov, a defense correspondent for Kommersant, mysteriously fell from the window of his
Moscow apartment. The U.S.-based Committee to Protect Journalists reports that as many as 13 journalists
have been murdered in Russia by paid killers since 2000.

The second pattern can be found in the motives cited by Chaika in Politkovskaya's killing. The prosecutor's
account echoed the Kremlin's explanation of the poisoning in London last November of dissident Alexander
Litvinenko with radioactive polonium-210. Behind this plot, which was once again aimed at defaming Putin,
was exiled oligarch Boris Berezovsky, Russian officials suggested, without offering any evidence to support
the theory.

The diplomatic argument between Washington and Moscow over missile defense in Central Europe also
turns to a great extent on Russian suspicions that balance on a thin line between cynicism and paranoia. It
does not help that Kremlin distrust on this issue has been stimulated by the Bush administration's refusal to
engage Putin's repeated demands for new discussions on nuclear arms control and other confidence-
building measures.



Publicly, the Russians reject the U.S. contention that modest deployments of U.S. radars and interceptors in
Poland and the Czech Republic will help defend against Iranian long-range missiles. In private
conversations with Western diplomats and others, some Russians have been even more scathing.

The Russian argument holds that the Iranian missile threat "might" materialize only 15 years from now. So
U.S. haste on deployments in the two former Soviet satellites is a cover for "creating facts on the ground"
and gaining an offensive strategic edge over Russia.

It's worth asking if this is merely psychological projection at work: We know you Americans are going to hide
MIRVs because it is what we would do in your shoes. You, after all, must be as cynical as we are. Your
offers of unprecedented transparency and inspection rights (which were conveyed by Defense Secretary
Robert Gates to Putin) are just one more trick and will not fool us.

The KGB graduates who run the Kremlin do seem to see Bush as being far more cunning and purposeful in
planning to undermine their rule than is indicated by any available evidence. The same can be said of
Berezovsky and for Chechen crime bosses -- if, that is, you are not a prosecutor trying to close politically
explosive cases.

Other factors suggest that the Russian-American relationship today is a matter more amenable to
psychology than to diplomacy, which runs its course as Putin and Bush move deeper into lame-duckhood.

The Russian leader leaves office next spring. He is not likely to have another encounter with Bush as
substantive as their July meeting in Kennebunkport -- which in fact produced no concrete results. In
retrospect, Kennebunkport looks more like a leave-taking that seems to have augmented Russian anxiety
over Bush's intentions and capacities -- precisely because nothing happened.

"We cooperate where we can and compete where we have to," Russian and American officials say when
describing the uneven relationship the two leaders have forged. Perhaps only a cynic would have expected
any better result.

#3

New Russia, new threat

Working with the West is no longer the goal as the Kremlin flexes its muscle and rethinks its role in
the world.

By Michael McFaul Michael

Los Angeles Times, September 2, 2007

On Aug. 17, Russian President Vladimir V. Putin announced that a dozen missile-carrying strategic
bombers, accompanied by support and tanker planes, will be permanently airborne. Their mission: to
protect Russian territory. From whom?

Putin didn't name the enemy that caused the resumption of such flights after a 15-year hiatus. But only one
other country has similar air capability -- the United States.

Twenty-four-hour bomber missions is one of many recent flexes of Russian military muscle. Last month,
Putin presided over a joint military exercise in Russia of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, a new club
of autocratic and semi-autocratic regimes including China and most of the former Soviet republics in Central
Asia.

Also in August, Georgian officials reported that Russian planes had entered Georgian airspace and
launched a missile at a Defense Ministry radar. The missile did not explode.And earlier this year, the
Russian leader approved a seven-year, $200-billion rearmament plan to build planes, missiles and ships.

Did the Cold War sneak back?



Thankfully, no.
Should the United States be worried about a new Russian threat?
Yes.

Early in his tenure as general secretary of the Communist Party, Mikhail S. Gorbachev moved to end Soviet
isolation from the outside world by integrating his country into the West. He withdrew Soviet troops from
Eastern Europe, signed arms control treaties that dramatically reduced Soviet nuclear arsenals, and
allowed Soviet citizens to travel to the West. The results were profound: The Cold War ended.

Throughout the 1990s, President Boris N. Yeltsin pursued the same foreign policy goal with even greater
vigor. He sought to join such Western multilateral institutions as the G-7, the World Trade Organization, the
European Union and even the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

Yeltsin's successor, Putin, also began his term cozying up to the West, a policy course that gained
momentum after 9/11, when Putin placed Russia firmly on the side of the West in the global war on
terrorism.

But today, integration with the West is no longer a goal of Russian foreign policy. Putin instead seeks to
balance his and other nations' power against that of the West and the United States in particular. Resuming
strategic-bomber missions, conducting joint military exercises with other countries and threatening U.S.
allies such as Georgia reflect the fundamental shift in Kremlin thinking about global politics and constitute
new potential threats to U.S. influence.

Why the turn?

First, Putin has rebuilt autocracy at home by undermining the power of regional leaders, independent
media, both houses of parliament, independent political parties and civil society. At the same time, he has
increased the role of the Federal Security Service, the successor to the KGB, in governing Russia and has
arbitrarily politicized such state institutions as the courts, tax collectors and the police. Putin's regime also
has made it increasingly difficult for U.S. business and nongovernmental organizations to operate in Russia.
As Russia's retreat from democratic values increasingly becomes a source of tension between it and the
West, Moscow, in turn, sees less value in trying to cooperate with NATO, the European Union and the U.S.

Second, as Russia has drifted toward autocracy and away from Western norms of governance, Putin and
his government increasingly portray the United States as Russia's No. 1 enemy. If Americans watched
Russian state-controlled television, they would be shocked to learn that the U.S. is surrounding Russia with
military bases, fomenting pro-American revolutions in countries neighboring Russia and seizing Russian
natural resources.

President Bush, of course, has many more immediate security challenges than trying to rekindle a balance-
of-power game with Russia in Central Asia, Georgia or Ukraine. But the Kremlin's new need for an enemy
has reframed previous Russian-U.S. efforts at cooperation -- be it joint investments in oil production; the
opening of U.S. military bases in Central Asia to fight a common enemy, the Taliban; or building a shared
missile defense system -- into issues of zero-sum competition between Moscow and Washington.

At times, Putin himself has described these U.S. "schemes." For instance, in April, he warned, "There is a
growing influx of foreign cash used directly to meddle in our domestic affairs. . . . Not everyone likes the
stable, gradual rise of our country." In May, Putin said that threats to Russia from the West "are not
diminishing. They are only transforming, changing their appearance. In these new threats, as during the
time of the Third Reich, are the same contempt for human life and the same claims of exceptionality and
diktat in the world."



Finally, American weakness is driving Russian assertiveness. When the U.S. emerged as the world's
undisputed superpower in the 1990s, Russia looked weak in the aftermath of the collapse of the Soviet
Union and subsequent economic depression. Today, according to the Kremlin, fortunes have turned. The
U.S. is bogged down in unwinnable wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and morally discredited in the eyes of the
international community as a unilateral, interventionist power and violator of human rights.

By comparison, Russia sees itself as stronger and more respectable. As Guantanamo remains open and
Iraqi civilian casualties mount, intermittent U.S. complaints about democratic erosion inside Russia do not
resonate with Russian elites or citizens. Instead, Russian leaders point to giant inflows of foreign
investment, Russia's victorious bid to host the 2014 Winter Olympics and Bush's continued courtship of
Putin as evidence that only hard power -- not values -- matters in international politics.

The probability of direct military conflict between Russia and the U.S. is very low. At the same time, an
autocratic, anti-Western Russia poses serious trouble for America and its allies. Putin's Russia sells military
equipment to Syria, Iran, China and Venezuela. It supports the development of Iranian nuclear technology
and blocks Kosovo independence. It has cut off gas to Ukraine, imposed economic sanctions on Georgia
and launched a cyber war against a NATO ally, Estonia. A Russia less constrained by Western values,
institutions or opinion might be tempted to pursue even more provocative policies, such as deploying
military power to secure independence for the territory of Abkhazia inside Georgia.

#4

Russian Extremism Law Casts Wide Net
By Mike Eckel

AP, September 3, 2007

MOSCOW (AP) - Among the locals, retired truck driver Pyotr Gagarin says he's known as a man who
doesn't mince his words. Now he's known around Russia as a man who called his governor "scum" and
wound up accused of extremism.

"It's all a comedy that's being staged to rig elections," he said. "Insult someone, and suddenly you're an
extremist?"

Gagarin, 71, who is due in court Tuesday to defend himself against criminal charges, is the latest to be
caught up in a widening net of criminal prosecutions being brought in Russia under a newly updated law on
extremism.

The government maintains the legislation, first passed in 2002 and amended by parliament in July, is aimed
at curbing nationalist groups and slowing a nationwide surge of xenophobic attacks and hate crimes. But
many of those who have been targeted are journalists, rights advocates and opposition leaders, including
former world chess champion Garry Kasparov.

With just three months remaining before parliamentary elections - and six months before Russians chose a
new president - fears have grown that President Vladimir Putin's government is using the legislation as
another tool to consolidate its grip on the country's political life.

"This is a very dangerous law that will open the road to mass repression," said Andrei Piontkovsky, a
political analyst and member of a liberal political party who faces extremism charges over his book,
"Unloved Country," which is critical of the Kremlin.

Among the people and organizations suspected of extremist activity in recent months:

A columnist at the business newspaper Vedomosti who has been critical of the Kremlin and who said he
was forced by police to sign a document saying he was not a member of an extremist organization;
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A prominent human rights activist accused of shouting extremist slogans during a protest against what he
said was a politically motivated court case;

The National Bolshevik Party, a radical group that has teamed up with Kasparov's political organization, and
the Russian-Chechen Friendship Society, a rights group fiercely critical of the government's military
campaign in Chechnya, both declared extremist organizations by courts.

Kasparov, now a leading opposition figure, who was questioned by federal security agents about whether
he had made extremist statements in a radio interview and in articles published in his opposition group's
newspaper.

The law's broadly worded language gives authorities wide latitude to charge people - or close down
organizations for otherwise insignificant violations, critics say.

"In practice, as a tool, it's used randomly," said Alexander Verkhovsky, whose SOVA rights center monitors
extremism, hate crime and religious freedoms. "Any group could end up targeted by the law - any group,
neo-Nazi, human rights groups, center, left, completely apolitical groups."

Rights groups, including SOVA, have long complained that little has been done to address a surge in hate
crime attacks, often targeting dark-skinned migrants from the Caucasus region or former Soviet Central
Asia.

Putin has spoken out with increasing frequency about the problem, and many lawmakers cited the rise in
ethnically motivated violence in voting for the amendments, which added crimes driven by political,
ideological or social hatred to the existing definition of extremism.

More strikingly, however, the law now prohibits media from referring to organizations that were banned as
extremist without mentioning the ban, and introduces fines for printers and publishers for disseminating
extremist literature and bars those suspected of extremism from running for public office.

In arguing for the legislation, Sergei Abeltsev, a member of Russia's lower house of parliament, said the
Bolshevik revolutionaries who seized power in 1917 were essentially extremists - a suggestion that reflects
Kremlin fears about a Ukraine-style Orange Revolution, when youth groups helped organize mass protests
that overturned a rigged presidential election in 2004 won by a Kremlin-friendly candidate.

"1917 was a tragedy and the lack of a fight against extremism and the liberal policies of the police allowed
this exact tragedy to happen," Abeltsev said in comments on Ekho Moskvy radio.

As the Kremlin under Putin has steadily stifled political opposition, leaders in regions have also moved to
silence their critics.

Gagarin was one of several hundred people who gathered for a demonstration in January in Orel, a largely
agricultural region some 220 miles southwest of Moscow. Demonstrators were angered by high food prices
and a lack of jobs, and accused the regional governor of destroying the local economy, he said.

He made no apologies for using a few choice words to criticize the governor - "liar," "scum" and "carrion"

among them, but no obscenities. He also called for the administration to be shot.

"I wouldn't have said it if it wasn't the truth," he said. "If he doesn't leave (on his own), then people should
throw him out themselves."

Prosecutors in Orel refused to comment on the case and officials in the Orel governor's press office did not

answer repeated phone calls. If convicted, Gagarin could be sentenced to up to three years in prison and
ordered to pay a fine equal to two years of his pension.
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Defense lawyer Lyubov Samoilova said Gagarin spoke in the heat of a political demonstration, where
emotions were high. She said his calling for the government to be shot, while perhaps unwise, was not
taken seriously, otherwise he would have been charged with a more serious offense.

Samoilova also said the fact that the governor and his lawyer did not show up for the first day of hearings
last week - forcing the court to reschedule until Tuesday - highlights the precariousness of the case.

"Genuine extremists are going unnoticed. Organized crime groups are going unseen. In order to view a 71-
year-old retiree ... as an extremist, you have to be a truly abnormal person," she said.

#5

Armenian Ex-President Mulls Dramatic Comeback
By Emil Danielyan

Eurasia Insight, August 30, 2007

Levon Ter-Petrosian, Armenia’s former president widely acclaimed in the West for his conciliatory line on
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, is considering returning to active politics and, in particular, contesting a
forthcoming presidential election. His comeback would mark a dramatic turn in the unfolding presidential
race which the Armenian authorities hope will formalize a planned handover of power from President Robert
Kocharian to Prime Minister Serzh Sarkisian. The issue has dominated the Armenian political discourse and
press commentary for the past several weeks.

Sarkisian’s chances of succeeding Kocharian received a massive boost when his Republican Party of
Armenia (RPA) swept to a landslide victory in last May’s parliamentary elections. The crushing defeat
suffered by the country’s fragmented opposition led to suggestions that the outcome of the Armenian

presidential ballot, due early next year, is a forgone conclusion.

Ter-Petrosian allies now say that the 62-year-old former president is the only politician capable of defeating
Sarkisian. They point to his domestic and international stature and policy agenda which they regard as the
recipe for ending Armenia’s regional isolation. Skeptics believe, however, that Ter-Petrosian is too
unpopular to return to power as many Armenians continue to associate him with severe socioeconomic
hardship of the early 1990s.

A historian and philologist by training, Ter-Petrosian rose to prominence in 1988 as one of the leaders of a
popular movement for Armenia’s unification with Nagorno-Karabakh, then part of Soviet Azerbaijan. The
movement gradually embraced a pro-democracy and pro-independence agenda, ousting Soviet Armenia’s
last Communist government in parliamentary elections held in 1990. A year later, less than three months
before the break-up of the Soviet Union, Ter-Petrosian was elected the country’s first president with more
than 85 percent of the vote.

Much of that popular support was gone in the next few years, following the outbreak of a bitter war with
Azerbaijan for Karabakh and armed conflicts elsewhere in the South Caucasus. The conflicts effectively cut
off Armenia from the outside world, causing its economy to shrink by more than half in 1992-1993 and
leaving a large part of its population jobless. The economic collapse was compounded by a severe energy
crisis which meant that most Armenians had electricity for only a few hours a day for several consecutive
years. Many of them blamed their post-Soviet leadership for their suffering, dismissing its assurances that
they are paying the price of the Armenian military victory over Azerbaijan.

Ter-Petrosian’s perceived aloofness and tolerance of growing government corruption is believed to have
been another factor behind the popular anger. The reversal of his fortunes was further exposed in
September 1996 when he sent tanks to the streets of the capital Yerevan to quell violent opposition protests
against the official results of a reputedly rigged presidential election that gave victory to Ter-Petrosian.
Sixteen months later he was forced to step down by key members of his administration, notably then Prime
Minister Robert Kocharian and Interior Minister Serzh Sarkisian, who opposed his advocacy of more
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concessions to Azerbaijan. The hardliners openly disagreed with his belief that Armenia’s economic
development is impossible without a Karabakh settlement.

Ter-Petrosian has rarely spoken in public since then. He reportedly considered participating in the last
presidential election held in 2003 but decided to continue his self-imposed retirement. Earlier this summer,
the reclusive ex-president began touring various regions of the country and meeting local activists of his
Armenian National Movement (ANM) party behind the closed doors. The meetings, which are still going on,
have reportedly focused on his participation in the upcoming presidential vote, with ANM activists pleading
with him to enter the fray.

According to members of Ter-Petrosian’s inner circle, he hears similar calls from various politicians,
businesspeople and even government officials who they say visit his Yerevan house on a practically daily
basis. Also visiting Ter-Petrosian in late August was Rudolf Perina, the US charge d’affaires in Yerevan.
Neither Ter-Petrosian, nor the US Embassy released any details of the meeting.

“He is thinking about running for president very seriously, more seriously than he did in 2003,” a longtime
close associate of Ter-Petrosian told EurasiaNet. “But he has not yet communicated his decision to us.”

ANM leaders have already predicted that his answer will be positive. “| am confident that Ter-Petrosian will
run,” the chairman of the former ruling party, Ararat Zurabian, told reporters on August 17. His deputy Aram
Manukian said separately that Ter-Petrosian will announce that decision “in the second half of September.”
He said the ANM is holding consultations on the issue with “various political forces.”

Apart from the ANM, only Armenia’s most radical opposition party, Republic, and several other, smaller
opposition groups have publicly voiced support for Ter-Petrosian so far. None of them is represented in the
Armenian parliament, though. The two opposition parties that won seats in the National Assembly are led by
ambitious individuals who have long been harboring presidential ambitions and are therefore unlikely to
throw their weight behind Ter-Petrosian. Those parties as well as other opposition heavyweights, some of
whom were at loggerheads with the ANM government, have sounded lukewarm about his comeback.

Analysts believe that the key question for Ter-Petrosian is whether he can make a strong showing in the
election. Even some of his ardent supporters feel that he still lacks sufficient popular support. Aram
Abrahamian, a former Ter-Petrosian spokesman who now edits the Yerevan daily Aravot, warned in an
August 21 editorial that painful memories of the early 1990s still hold a powerful grip on Armenians’
consciousness.

Similar arguments have also been made by representatives of the government camp who seem, at least in
public, untroubled by the prospect of Ter-Petrosian challenging Sarkisian for the Armenian presidency.
Galust Sahakian, a senior RPA lawmaker, said on August 15 that a Ter-Petrosian comeback would force
the ruling party to change its electoral strategy. “But the outcome will be the same,” Sahakian told a news
conference, predicting a Sarkisian win.

Ter-Petrosian loyalists counter that many Armenians have reconsidered their negative attitudes towards
their first president and now rate him more highly than their current rulers. They also claim that Ter-
Petrosian enjoys the hidden backing of many members of the country’s post-Soviet government and
business elite who owe their fortunes to him and are unhappy with Kocharian and Sarkisian. As his
associate interviewed by EurasiaNet put it, “If Ter-Petrosian’s electoral chances are slim, then why is he
now the number one topic of conversations in Armenia?”

Editor's Note: Emil Danielyan is a Yerevan-based journalist and political analyst.
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#6
Nothing can justify missile attack on Israel - ministry
Interfax, September 4, 2007

MOSCOW. Sept 4 (Interfax) - Moscow condemns missile attacks on Israel and calls on parties to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict not to give in to provocations, deputy spokesman of the Russian Foreign Ministry Boris
Malakhov said.

"Moscow condemns and resents missile attacks on Israel. We are particularly concerned with the fact that
the attacks were directed against civilians and civil facilities. Nothing can justify such actions," Malakhov
said on Tuesday.

Russia is also concerned with reports that Israel could retaliate, the diplomat said.
"It has happened many times that such actions are excessive and inadequate," he said.

It was reported earlier that missile attacks on Israel from the Gaza Strip resumed. Meanwhile, Israeli
authorities said that their reaction will be harsh.

"We once again call on the parties to be moderate and wise and not to give in to provocations staged by
those who would like to disrupt every possibility to settle the Israeli-Palestinian conflict," Malakhov said.

#7

Russian town's move to Chabad may have major implications
By Matt Siegel

JTA, September 5, 2007

PENZA, Russia (JTA) -- In the big picture of Russian Jewry, Penza is but a blip, a small industrial city
located on the banks of the Sura River some 400 miles southeast of Moscow.

But the recent switch by the community’s leadership from one Jewish denomination to another -- amid
allegations of dirty tactics and possible illegal political activity -- has thrust Penza into the center of the
factional war that has weighed heavily on Jewish life in Russia over the last decade.

Despite being one of the founding members of the Congress of Jewish Religious Communities and
Organizations of Russia -- the umbrella body for non-Chasidic Orthodox Jewry in Russia known by its
acronym, Keroor -- Penza's Jewish community had managed until mid-July to stay on the sidelines of that
conflict.

That ended last month when community leaders decided to change their allegiance from Keroor to the
Chabad-led Federation of Jewish Communities of Russia.

In one sense, Penza is now one more in a long procession of falling dominoes, as the federation continues
its consolidation of power in the former Soviet Union. With 197 affiliated communities in Russia alone, the
Chabad-Lubavitch umbrella organization is by far the largest Jewish religious organization in the region. Its
chief rabbi, Berel Lazar, is a friend of President Vladimir Putin.

Neither Keroor nor the federation could provide exact figures of the number of communities that have
switched allegiance. But the trend is largely in one direction: to the Chabad-led federation.

What's significant about Penza's case is the direct involvement of a local official, in apparent violation of
Russian law, in what is an internal Jewish matter. That has raised the concern that in a country commonly
regarded as corrupt and inefficient, there may be little to stop local officials from seeking to bolster their
position by aligning themselves with Putin’s favored Jewish group, Chabad.
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The story began on July 9 when Penza’s chief rabbi, Mikhail Tsesis, used an annual meeting of community
leaders to broach the topic of changing allegiance to the Chabad group. The proposal came in the context
of an ongoing feud with Keroor over funding for a new mikvah, or Jewish ritual bath.

While Keroor said the funds for the mikvah were held up due to improper paperwork from Tsesis, the rabbi
blamed Keroor, saying he did everything properly on his end. After the delivery of the first $17,000, the
funding dried up, forcing Tsesis to take out a personal loan to complete the project.

“I felt like a fool,” Tsesis said. “I became the scapegoat.”
After that incident, he said, the need for a change became clear.

The Chabad-led federation “is stronger financially and | think even ideologically for two reasons,” Tsesis
said. “First of all, they are supported by the government and the president. Second, financially they are
much, much stronger than Keroor and they’re more reliable.”

Tsesis invited Alexander Yeletontsev, an official in the Penza regional administration, to speak in favor of
the switch to Chabad at the Jewish community's meeting. Yeletontsev did so, in a strongly worded speech,
according to several participants.

“He said that he was there under the authority of the governor, the Federal Council of the Penza region, and
that they recommend that the community convert to the FJC,” said Vladimir Pliss, a Keroor spokesman who
attended the meeting. “Also, he mentioned that Abramovich helps the FJC as well, and that this is another
reason why the community should convert.” Roman Abramovich is a powerful Jewish oligarch.

There’s just one problem: Yeletontsev’s remarks violated Russian law and were, according to his superiors,
entirely false.

As in the United States, the Russian Constitution firmly enshrines the separation between church and state
and bars government officials from favoring any religious group.

Both sides have speculated why Yeletontsev, a non-Jew with no apparent connection to the community,
would take it upon himself to make apparently false statements in favor of the federation. Yeletontsev
declined to speak with JTA.

Within days, Yeletontsev’s boss apologized for the incident, and Keroor headquarters in Moscow sent out a
scathing statement attacking his speech. For his part, the federation's Moscow-based executive director,
Rabbi Avraham Berkowitz, claimed to have heard about the speech only from this reporter.

Keroor Executive Vice President Leopold Kaimovsky, who was at the meeting, refused to speculate why a
local government official might be concerned with a Jewish community's religious affiliation, but he alluded
to the federation's willingness to use its close government connections -- an accusation commonly leveled
against the Chabad-led group.

Keroor isn't the only Jewish religious group feeling Chabad's pressure. The Union of Organizations for
Modern Judaism in Russia, which represents Russia's 17 Reform communities, also has strained relations
with the federation.

Although the union claims it has not lost any communities to the federation -- though it has lost several to
Keroor -- Russia’s chief Reform rabbi, Alexander Lyskovoi, has had his share of run-ins with the group. Two
years ago in Khabarovsk, a city in Russia's Far East, the federation managed to take control of a new
synagogue funded by a union donor, Lyskovoi said.
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Lyskovoi laments the Reform movement's relative lack of success in Russia, which he blames on the
federation’s dominance. In Ukraine and Belarus, he noted, where Chabad lacks governmental and financial
resources, the Reform movement is significantly stronger.

“It's a catastrophic situation. | know we are very separated, but we cannot do anything because we are not
rich enough and we cannot support them,” Lyskovoi said of Reform communities in Russia.

For its part, the federation says the Penza complaints are merely the grumblings of marginalized groups
unhappy that their own mismanagement has pushed them to the sidelines of Jewish life in the former Soviet
Union.

In the case of Penza, federation spokesman Baruch Gorin says it appears to be a story about a lowly satrap
seeking to take advantage of a corrupt system.

“I think it is difficult to comment on the initiatives of bureaucrats,” Gorin said. “He probably had in his mind
that the federation is a big organization which has good relations with the authorities and so on. Whether it's
right or not right he doesn’t know, and there’s nothing | can say about that.”

“Believe me, 99 percent of the things that local authorities do is not the best thing they might do," Gorin
said. "But I'm not sure it's the mission of Jewish organizations to fight them.”

#8

Russia: Duma Elections To Test Political Parties
By Robert Coalson

RFE/RL, September 4, 2007

Pro-Kremlin party Unified Russia is dominating the media at the start of the race (AFP) September 4, 2007
(RFE/RL) -- President Vladimir Putin has fired the starting gun on Russia's State Duma election season. On
September 2, he signed a decree officially laying out the timetable and procedures for the December 2 polls
that will determine the makeup of the country's lower house.

This year's elections will be the first held under the country's much-amended election laws. All 450 deputies
will be elected from party lists according to a proportional-representation system; electoral blocs are
banned; parties must receive at least 7 percent of the vote in order to gain seats; there is no minimum voter
turnout required to validate the poll; and the option of voting "against all" candidates has been eliminated.
The entire election process is taking place under the shadow of Putin's enormous personal popularity.

In order to participate in the elections, parties must either submit 200,000 valid signatures in support of their
list of candidates or pay a deposit of 60 million rubles ($2.34 million). Deposits are returned after the poll to
all parties that garner at least 4 percent of the vote. Parties with seats in the current Duma -- Unified Russia,
the Communist Party, the Liberal Democratic Party of Russia (LDPR), and A Just Russia/Rodina -- are
exempt from collecting signatures or paying the deposit.

The two pro-Kremlin parties, Unified Russia and A Just Russia, begin the race with formidable advantages.
According to "Vedomosti," Unified Russia's war chest amounts to 45 percent of all funds collected by
political parties, while A Just Russia is in second place with more than 20 percent of the total. Both parties
have already spent heavily in a bid to maximize their positions before campaign-spending limits take effect.

Media Domination
In addition, the two parties enjoy immense political support on the national and local levels, and they
predominate in the media. According to research presented by gazeta.ru, Unified Russia featured in more

than 6,300 media reports in July, about twice as many as the two runners-up, the Communist Party and A
Just Russia. According to the same study, however, A Just Russia leader Sergei Mironov received the most
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personal media attention, with 1,100 more mentions than his nearest rival, Unified Russia head Boris
Gryzlov. The results were particularly skewed with regard to national television, with the opposition Yabloko
and Union of Rightist Forces parties featuring as the main figure in zero television reports the entire month.

Predictably, these advantages have given the pro-Kremlin parties a substantial lead in the opinion polls.
According to an August survey by the Levada Center, 59 percent of respondents say they will vote for
Unified Russia, which would give it 285 Duma seats. Eighteen percent support the Communist Party, giving
it 87 seats; 9 percent favor A Just Russia, giving it 44 seats; and 7 percent say they will vote for the LDPR,
translating into 34 seats. Yabloko, the Agrarian Party, and the Union of Rightist Forces would fail to gain
seats. Unified Russia's 59 percent rating is the highest it has polled so far this year.

As a result, doubts about the competitiveness of the election are widespread. Media commentary in recent
days has tended to focus on what a Duma dominated by the pro-Kremlin parties will be like and how the
seemingly inevitable victory of those parties will affect the March 2008 presidential poll. An editorial in
"Nezavisimaya gazeta" on September 3, however, argued that the Kremlin should strive to ensure a Duma
that more fully represents Russia's political spectrum, including representatives of "a market-oriented liberal
party."

Opposition Boycott Unlikely

Former Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov, who intends to run for president next year, on August 30 called for
the opposition to boycott the elections. "Elections under this system will be an imitation of the democratic
process rather than a free expression of the will of the people," Kasyanov said, according to "Gazeta."
Yabloko and the Union of Rightist Forces both rejected the call and repeated their intention to participate.

Even though election legislation no longer mandates a minimum voter turnout in order to validate the
elections, the Kremlin would like to see significant participation. And, so far, surveys indicate the public is
taking the elections seriously. The Russian State Service Academy has published research showing that
about 50-60 percent of voters will either definitely or probably vote in December.

However, the research found that up to 30 percent of likely voters have not determined for whom they will
cast their ballots, and found that their ability to identify or distinguish among the main parties is weak. Voters
tend to negatively associate Yabloko and the Union of Rightist forces with the disgraced former oligarchs
and with Western nongovernmental foundations, academy researcher Vladimir Boikov told "Nezavisimaya
gazeta" on September 4.

Boikov noted that the entire election process is taking place under the shadow of Putin's enormous personal
popularity. He argued that Unified Russia would be making a mistake, however, if it relied on its strong
association with Putin, rather than building its own base of popular support. The Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, he noted, collapsed under its own weight and "no one came out to defend it."

"When a party begins to defend the interests of its own bureaucrats, that party begins to lose its social
base," Boikov said. "It might win elections, but that is just a temporary phenomenon. | wouldn't want to see
something like that happen with Unified Russia."

#9

Moscow soccer fans charged with hate crime in groundbreaking case
By Igor Serebryany

JTA, September 4, 2007

MOSCOW (JTA) -- When five soccer fans from the Moscow suburb of Solntsevo were arrested for shouting
anti-Semitic slogans during a recent soccer match, they said they were “just kidding.”
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Now they face up to two years behind bars for inciting racial hatred. The case represents the first time that
fans at a sporting event, and not just the teams at play, have been prosecuted in Russia for a hate crime. In
this case, one of the teams may be fined as well.

Solntsevo prosecutor Alexei Klimov formally charged the five fans this week with committing a hate crime.
They briefly were detained on Aug. 28 but released the same day and ordered to stay in town until the court
hearing.

The offending incident took place in late April when the men, all in their early to mid-20s, noticed a poster
advertising a match between Alliance, a local soccer team, and Moscow’s Jewish team, Maccabi. They
showed up at the stadium wearing masks and waving a handmade banner reading “Happy Holocaust.” At
one point during the match they started yelling, “Go to Auschwitz!”

Pavel Feldblyum, president of the Maccabi club, appeared as a withess when the defendants were
questioned Aug. 28.

“I was stunned when | spoke to them,” Feldblyum said. “When | asked them about the Holocaust and
Auschwitz, they appeared to have very little knowledge about either one. One of them bluntly admitted they
just knew ‘these words were offensive for the Jews in some way.’”

Feldblyum said the men told authorities they were "just kidding" after learning they faced two years in
prison.

Feldblyum credited the authorities' strong response to the incident to the direct intervention of Moscow’s
mayor, Yuri Luzhkov.

Prosecutors and investigators rarely use Article 282-1 of the Russian Criminal Code, which prohibits the
incitement of racial hatred or humiliation, “because it is rather difficult to collect evidence and to prove the
offender’s intentions,” Feldblyum said. "Yuri Luzhkov intervened personally because he not only knows our
soccer club pretty well, but he is committed not to allow the expression of nationalistic sentiments in a
megapolis where more than 100 ethnic groups reside."

While the five men face criminal prosecution, the Alliance soccer club may be fined as much as $20,000 for
its fans' improper behavior.

The club claims no anti-Semitic behavior took place during the match.

“Yes, they shouted the usual rubbish like, you know, fans usually shout trying to intimidate a rival team,"
Alliance president Alexei Vasilyev told the Moscow business daily Kommersant. "Yes, | admit their language
was vulgar and rude. But they didn’t use the words 'Jews,' 'Holocaust' or anything like that.”

Vasilyev insisted his club’s fans would not express ill will toward Jews given that a player on their own team
is Jewish.

Until recently in Russia, such outbursts resulted in small fines, if any punishment at all.

Law enforcement authorities typically look the other way even at large-scale demonstrations, such as the
notorious “Russian March” two years ago during which the Movement Against lllegal Immigration and the
ultranationalist Slavic Union organized a thousand-strong march in the streets of Moscow during the

People’s Unity holiday on Nov. 4, 2005. Many marchers sported Nazi insignias and shouted "Heil Hitler."

Even when fines are levied for anti-Semitic or racist behavior during soccer matches, usually they are levied
against the club. This summer, for example, Spartak-Moscow was fined after its fans brandished a racist
banner targeting a host team’s dark-skinned player during a game in the city of Samara. The fans
themselves were not detained.
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The Solntsevo case is the first one in Russia where the fans themselves were charged.

Vladimir Paley, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee’s director for special projects in Russia,
told JTA he hoped the case would mark a new chapter in Russian law enforcement.

“Russian authorities may need to pacify various ethnic and religious groups in Russian society,” Paley said.
“The Kremlin may want to show it guarantees security and dignity for every citizen regardless of origin and
religious affiliation.

"Also, it may be a sign that Prosecutor General Yuri Chaika feels more self-confident now that President
Putin gave him the authority to clear the scene of everything that can spoil the image of Russia as a
prosperous country in advance of the upcoming parliamentary and presidential elections.”

Last year, at the height of Israel’s war in Lebanon, the Maccabi club donated $10,000 to communities in
northern Israel to provide bomb shelters with air conditioning.

#10

Kiev artist uses matchsticks to build synagogue models
By Vladimir Matveyev

JTA, September 5, 2007

KIEV, Ukraine (JTA) -- A Kiev man’s artwork has led him back to his Jewish roots -- by way of matches.

Josef Ostashinsky, a 58-year-old photographer and copyist, has spent 20 years creating miniature models
of synagogues, churches and castles primarily out of matchsticks.

The 11 synagogues he’s built mean the most to him, he says. The models, portraying famous Ukrainian and
international synagogues, went on display this summer at Kiev’'s Jewish community center, Kinor.

The artist is particularly proud of his rendition of Kiev’s historic Brodsky Synagogue. The real-life shul for
years was used as a puppet theater in Communist times before being returned to the Jewish community in
the mid-1990s and restored to its original elegance.

Ostashinsky created his copy in 1991 for the 50th anniversary of the Babi Yar massacre.

"l was born near the Brodsky synagogue and fell in love with it," Ostashinsky said.

He has had 50 exhibitions throughout Ukraine, with funding from local authorities.

Ostashinsky’s depictions of Kiev's Rosenberg and Brodsky synagogues convey the rich Jewish architecture
and heritage of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. His miniature versions of two of the oldest Ukrainian
synagogues -- the Lutzk synagogue fortress of 1628 and a destroyed wooden synagogue constructed in
1690 in the Pogrebische, Vinnitzky region -- illustrate Jewish architecture of the 17th century.

Each artwork requires five to 10 matchboxes and takes between eight weeks and one year to complete. It
takes longer than that to find the designs for each building, which he researches in archives or libraries, and
to make the model on which he bases the final work.

His collection contains about 40 subjects, including the 11 synagogues. Each finished work is slightly larger
than 1 square foot.
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It has been a long road back to his Jewish roots, though Ostashinsky insists he felt Jewish. He was raised
in a non-observant home but says he maintained a strong Jewish identity. His family spoke Yiddish;
Ostashinsky remains fluent in the language.

“My parents were secular, but my grandmother Stysya attended synagogue on Yom Kippur and prayed for
all of us,” he said.

Ostashinsky trained and worked as a printer even after a wound he suffered during his army service from
1968 to 1970 left him disabled. Former Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev’s policy of political and economic
freedoms encouraged him to take up art in 1985, he said.

Today Ostashinsky attends synagogue, is a member of the Kiev B'nai B'rith and is active at the local Jewish
community center.

The artist says it may be his grandmother's spirit that guided him to his Jewish and spiritual interests.

"My grandmother’s spirit, the rebirth of Judaism in Ukraine and my own painful illness led me to create this
spiritually inspired artwork,” he said, pointing to a picture he drew that features a fanciful rendition of the
Second Holy Temple in Jerusalem.

Ostashinsky says he’d like to see his work displayed in a local museum one day, particularly his
synagogues.

"I want them to stay in Kiev as a symbol of the richness of Ukrainian Jewish spirituality and in memory of
Babi Yar,” he said.

#11

Ukraine President Upbeat Before Election
By Andrew Braddel

JTA, September 7, 2007

KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — Sitting down for an interview, President Viktor Yushchenko's face and hands tell a
story of his struggles — and Ukraine's.

Above his dark suit and striped red tie, his face is badly scarred three years after he suffered dioxin
poisoning during his presidential campaign against Viktor Yanukovych — then, as now, the prime minister
and still Yushchenko's bitter rival going into parliamentary elections.

Below the cuffs, bandages on both palms are signs of Yushchenko's latest battle: He hurt his hands when
he pitched in to fight a forest fire raging in southern Ukraine last month, a well-publicized show of concern
for the country before the crucial Sept. 30 ballot.

The vote, the product of a hard-won agreement between the two leaders, is meant to ease a confrontation
that has paralyzed politics and denied Ukraine's 47 million people the sense of normalcy they have been
desperate for since gaining independence in the Soviet collapse of 1991.

The pro-Western Yushchenko and the more Russian-leaning Yanukovych have been wrestling for
dominance since 2004, when Yushchenko led the Orange Revolution — street protests denouncing fraud
during a presidential election in which Yanukovych was initially declared the winner.

The Supreme Court threw out the results, and Yushchenko won the rerun. But Yanukovych rebounded in

2006 when his party won the biggest block of seats in parliament, propelling him back into the prime
minister's post and ushering in a Cabinet that has opposed Yushchenko.
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Speaking to The Associated Press in his office this week, Yushchenko predicted that this time around, his
side will come out on top.

He expressed confidence that his supporters and one-time Orange Revolution allies — what he calls the
"democratic forces" — can gain enough seats to push Yanukovych's government from power and end the
political stalemate.

"l think that there are more Orange forces," he said. "So today the possibility of forming a democratic
government is very high."

Others are not so sure. Analysts say the vote is unlikely to shift the balance of power and resolve the issue
of who is in charge.

Polls suggest all three major parties — Yushchenko's Our Ukraine, Yanukovych's Party of Regions and a
party led by Yushchenko's Orange Revolution ally Yulia Tymoshenko — could end up with about the same
number of seats as in the 2006 vote.

That would leave Yanukovych with plenty of pull when it comes to forming a governing coalition.
Yushchenko's prospects are also clouded by his fragile relationship with Tymoshenko, his most powerful
potential coalition ally but the woman he fired as prime minister in 2005.

Yushchenko spoke of the need for "consolidation" of the forces in opposition to Yanukovych, bringing his
hands together and intertwining his fingers as if trying to physically will a process that he said "requires big
efforts."

Despite the uncertainty, the president said the elections are a chance for Ukraine to shrug off what he called
the "lost years" of political crisis and tackle the problems that have plagued the country since independence,
most notably official corruption.

A former central bank chief and prime minister, Yushchenko pointed to economic achievements that he
stressed came despite his lack of support in parliament.

"One must understand the conditions in which the president works. There was not a single day when | had a
majority in parliament," he said.

He said average wages are up 50 percent in three years and the economy is growing about 8 percent
annually. But then he conceded those gains might not satisfy his people's desire to "get a better life and get
it quicker," after decades of privation.

Yushchenko has pushed integration with the European Union and NATO and sought to decrease Russia's
influence in Ukraine, most of which was dominated by Moscow for centuries. His foreign policy agenda has
been hampered by the government of Yanukovych, who has warmer ties with Moscow and strong support

in Ukraine's largely Russian-speaking east.

The president suggested eventual integration with Europe is a foregone conclusion, noting that the EU is
the nation's leading trade partner and pointing to projects linking the two in energy, space and other
industries.

But he acknowledged the rift that has aggravated the country's post-Soviet turmoil, saying it was etched
over centuries in which there was no Ukrainian state and its lands were controlled by external powers —
mainly Poland and Russia.

The shadow of the Soviet era is still so strong that some Ukrainians will never be swayed to support his
policies, Yushchenko said.
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"l understand that a portion of the nation was formed under an alien ideology, under alien propaganda,
orientation — that to convince a certain portion of the people that this country needs European ideals and
values is very difficult," he said. "In fact, maybe it will be beyond my power to convince some."

But he said Ukraine's youth "are already different people."

"They understand more clearly who we were and where we are going," he said. "And this, of course,
creates great optimism. This gives strength and energy. and this is what we must live for."

Associated Press Writer Steve Gutterman contributed to this report.
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