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WASHINGTON, D.C. September 12, 2007
TO: NCSJ Leadership and Interested Parties
FROM: Edward B. Robin, Chairman

Lesley Israel, NCSJ President

Mark B. Levin, NCSJ Executive Director

In Brief: The New Year Brings New Changes in Russia

Dear Friend,

Once again, the Russians have shown that the only thing predictable about their actions is their
unpredictability. President Putin has dissolved his cabinet and chosen a new Prime Minister, a
move that raises new questions about the Russia’s upcoming elections for parliament (December
2007) and president (March 2008).

When Boris Yeltsin appointed Vladimir Putin as Prime Minister in 1999, as a relatively unknown
head of the FSB, no one expected him to become the powerful and charismatic leader he is today.
And now Putin has nominated Victor Zubkov, a little-known cabinet official who worked with him in
the St. Petersburg’s mayor’s office, as the new Prime Minister. Zubkov is the Director of the
Federal Financial Monitoring Service, which oversees the government’s fight against money-
laundering. He has been an ally in Putin's fight against the country's oligarchs.

Is Zubkov the new contender to succeed Putin? Or, like his predecessor Mikhail Fradkov, is he just
a placeholder? What does this mean for, Dmitri Medvedev, First Deputy Prime Minister and
Gazprom Board Chairman, and Sergei lvanov, First Deputy Prime Minister and former Defense
Minister, who are the leading contenders to succeed Putin? There are many more questions than
answers today. However, as more information becomes available, we will share it with you. The
election season in Russia has just become much more interesting.

On behalf of NCSJ, | want to wish you a healthy and happy new year.

Sincerely,

Vel b

Mark B. Levin
Executive Director
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#1

Putin Names Surprise Nominee for PM
By Mike Eckel

AP, September 12, 2007

MOSCOW (AP) — President Vladimir Putin dismissed his long-serving prime minister Wednesday and
nominated little-known Cabinet official Victor Zubkov to replace him in a surprise move that could put
Zubkov in the running to replace Putin next year.



The nomination of Zubkov, who currently oversees the government's fight against money-laundering,
appeared to have caught much of the Russian political elite off-guard.

Putin had been expected to announce in December whom he would back to run for president next year —
and Russia's two first deputy prime ministers — former Defense Minister Sergei Ivanov and gas giant
Gazprom board chairman Dmitry Medvedev — were widely considered to be the leading contenders.

After dismissing Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov — triggering the government's automatic dissolution —
Putin explained the shakeup was required to "prepare the country" for forthcoming elections. Legislative
elections are to be held Dec. 2, and presidential elections are expected three months later.

State Duma speaker Boris Gryzlov backed the 65-year-old Zubkov's nomination, saying his "life path and
professional activities in various fields undoubtedly allow him to lead the Cabinet of the Russian
Federation."

He said the lower house of parliament, the State Duma, could vote on the nomination as early as Friday.

Zubkov's position in the Cabinet was relatively obscure; the Financial Monitoring Service he headed is an
arm of the Finance Ministry that investigated money-laundering.

Zubkov also served under Putin when the two worked in the city administration of St. Petersburg in the early
1990s. Putin has regularly tapped former colleagues from St. Petersburg to head top posts in the
government.

Putin is wildly popular among Russians, having brought stability and relative prosperity after the often
chaotic presidency of his predecessor, Boris Yeltsin. As a result, whoever is nominated for the presidency
by Putin is expected to win easily.

#1b
Profile: Viktor Zubkov
BBC, September 12, 2007

Financial crime investigator Viktor Zubkov was little known outside, or even inside Russia before Vladimir
Putin nominated him for the post of prime minister. Speculation was rife that President Putin was about to
replace Prime Minister Mikhail Fradkov, but as the Russian news website, newsru.com, put it: "Not a single
politician, expert or political analyst forecast it would be Viktor Zubkov".

The people most likely to know of Mr Zubkov's existence, were the country's "oligarchs".

Since 2001, he has been the head of Russia's Federal Financial Monitoring Service in 2001, a body
dedicated to rooting out money-laundering operations.

As such, he has been one of Mr Putin's key allies in the battle to control Russia's oligarchs, the powerful
magnates who had made their fortunes during the market free-for-all which typified the era of Boris Yeltsin.

The two men first worked together in the city administration of the president's native city, St Petersburg, in
the 1990s.

From 1991 to 1993, Mr Zubkov was deputy chairman of St Petersburg's committee on external relations,
while Mr Putin was chairman.

The collective farm years

Born on 15 September 1941 in the village of Arbat, in the southern Urals region of Sverdlovsk, Mr Zubkov
studied agriculture in 1960s Leningrad, as St Petersburg was then known.



After that, he ran collective farms in the Leningrad region, and, later, began working his way up through the
regional Communist Party.

In the post-Soviet 1990s he became St Petersburg's deputy chief tax inspector, after his work with Mr Putin
on the external relations committee.

He was defeated in a bid to be elected governor of Leningrad Region in 1999, but then joined the federal
government in Moscow as deputy tax minister.

Surprise choice
The Russian news website lenta.ru writes that ordinary Russians are most likely to associate Viktor Zubkov
with the banking crisis of 2004, which was sparked by his announcement that licences could be withdrawn

from some banks.

Political pundits commenting on the nomination after the event have tended to focus on why more obvious
candidates for PM were ignored, rather than the reasons for Mr Zubkov's success.

Mr Zubkov's other St Petersburg connections include the marriage of his daughter to the current Defence
Minister, Anatoly Serdyukov - whose own appointment by Mr Putin this February also took many by
surprise.

His nomination for the premiership came a few days before his 66th birthday.

#2a
Righteous gentile medal presented
JTA Brief, September 9, 2007

Israel's ambassador to Washington presented a righteous gentile medal to the son of a Ukrainian woman
who hid a young Jewish woman during the Holocaust.

Nikolay Zamoroko of Ellicott City, Md., accepted the award on behalf of his late mother, Yevgenia
Zamoroko-Lysenko.

Sallai Meridor presented the medal, which is issued by Israel's Yad Vashem Holocaust remembrance
authority, on Sept. 6 at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.

#2b
Vandals deface Ukrainian Jewish school
JTA Brief, September 10, 2007

Vandals scrawled anti-Semitic messages on a Jewish school in Ukraine.

Students at the ORT Aleph Jewish Gymnasium in Zaporojie returned to school last week to find “Jews, get
out” and “Death to Jews” spray-painted on the building.

The incident was reported to the police.

Approximately 20,000 Jews live among Zaporojie’s 800,000 residents. The ORT school has some 300
students.



#2c
Armenian Jews call out ADL
JTA Brief, September 10, 2007

Armenian Jews called on the Anti-Defamation League to support a U.S. congressional resolution
recognizing the Armenian genocide.

In a letter to ADL National Director Abraham Foxman, the chairman of Armenia's Jewish community, Rimma
Varzhapetian-Feller, applauded the organization's "firm stand" recognizing the genocide. But Varzhapetian-
Feller lamented that the ADL refuses to support a resolution now being considered in Congress to
recognize as genocide the World War | massacres of Armenians by Ottoman Turks.

"Any genocide committed against a nation must not remain unrecognized or unpunished," said the letter,
according to the Armenian Web site PanARMENIAN.net. "However, on behalf of our community | express
regret over the fact that the ADL doesn’t endorse the House resolution on the Armenian Genocide."
Varzhapetian-Feller said the failure to recognize the Armenian genocide paved the way for the Holocaust
and suggested that a congressional resolution could help prevent future genocides.

The ADL has been at the center of a controversy since the town council in the Boston suburb of Watertown
voted to sever ties with an anti-bigotry program the organization sponsors in protest of the ADL's positions
on Armenian genocide. Two other suburban Boston communities have followed suit.

After Watertown's decision, the ADL switched from its long-held position of neutrality on whether the
Armenian massacres constituted genocide, but the group remains unwilling to support a congressional
resolution affirming ADL's newly adopted position that the Armenians suffered attempted genocide at the
hands of the Turks.

Other Jewish groups -- including the American Jewish Committee and B'nai B'rith International -- have
adopted similar positions, citing concerns about American and Israeli strategic interests in the Middle East
and threats to the Turkish Jewish community.

The Armenian National Committee of America has lined up support for a congressional resolution from 12
Jewish groups, including the Union for Reform Judaism, Americans for Peace Now, the Zionist Organization
of America and the Progressive Jewish Alliance.

#2d
Jewish Uzbek theater director murdered
JTA Brief, September 11, 2007

A famous Jewish theater director was killed in the Uzbek capital.

Mark Vail, founder of Tashkent’s llhom theater, was assaulted last Friday evening at the entrance to his
apartment building, stabbed and had his skull broken. He was pronounced dead at the hospital several
hours later.

Vail had been an outspoken critic of the cultural policies of the country’s authoritarian ruler, Islam Karimov,
ever since Uzbekistan 's independence in 1991. Vail had not been a public member of any political
movement.

Uzbek officials have not commented the murder, which has shocked Tashkent’'s Jewish community. Vail's
murder is reminiscent of the assassination of another famous Jewish theater director some 60 years ago,
when Samuel Michaels was killed in Minsk by Soviet secret service agents. That assassination marked the
start of a massive anti-Semitic campaign in the Soviet Union in the late 1940s.



Vail had led the first privately run theater in the Soviet Union, Ilhom — meaning "Inspiration" in Uzbek -- for
more than 30 years. Outside his home country, Vail staged performances in the United States, Bulgaria,
Russia and Yugoslavia. Vail is survived by wife and two daughters who live in Seattle.

The first night of his final production, Orestea, was slated to be performed in spite of Vail’'s sudden death.

#2e
Senate extends Lautenberg amendment
JTA Brief, September 11, 2007

The U.S. Senate extended a law that has enabled Jewish immigration from the former Soviet Union.

Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) noted the passage last week of an extension of the amendment named for
him offering refuge in the United States to victims of religious persecution. The amendment was attached to
the $34 billion foreign aid appropriations bill.

The State Department describes the amendment as follows: "Since 1989, the U.S. program has processed
nearly 430,000 qualifying refugees under the Lautenberg Amendment, which applies to individuals from
specified religious groups (Jews, Evangelicals, and certain members of the Ukrainian Catholic or Ukrainian
Orthodox Churches)."

In addition to the former Soviet Union, the amendment applies to Laos and Vietnam.

#3

Ukraine President Upbeat Before Election
By Andrew Braddel,

AP, September 6, 2007

KIEV - Sitting down for an interview, President Viktor Yushchenko's face and hands tell a story of his
struggles - and Ukraine's.

Above his dark suit and striped red tie, his face is badly scarred three years after he suffered dioxin
poisoning during his presidential campaign against Viktor Yanukovych - then, as now, the prime minister
and still Yushchenko's bitter rival going into parliamentary elections.

Below the cuffs, bandages on both palms are signs of Yushchenko's latest battle: He hurt his hands when
he pitched in to fight a forest fire raging in southern Ukraine last month, a well-publicized show of concern
for the country before the crucial Sept. 30 ballot.

The vote, the product of a hard-won agreement between the two leaders, is meant to ease a confrontation
that has paralyzed politics and denied Ukraine's 47 million people the sense of normalcy they have been
desperate for since gaining independence in the Soviet collapse of 1991.

The pro-Western Yushchenko and the more Russian-leaning Yanukovych have been wrestling for
dominance since 2004, when Yushchenko led the Orange Revolution - street protests denouncing fraud
during a presidential election in which Yanukovych was initially declared the winner.

The Supreme Court threw out the results, and Yushchenko won the rerun. But Yanukovych rebounded in
2006 when his party won the biggest block of seats in parliament, propelling him back into the prime
minister's post and ushering in a Cabinet that has opposed Yushchenko.

Speaking to The Associated Press in his office this week, Yushchenko predicted that this time around, his
side will come out on top.



He expressed confidence that his supporters and one-time Orange Revolution allies - what he calls the
"democratic forces" - can gain enough seats to push Yanukovych's government from power and end the
political stalemate.

"l think that there are more Orange forces," he said. "So today the possibility of forming a democratic
government is very high." Others are not so sure. Analysts say the vote is unlikely to shift the balance of
power and resolve the issue of who is in charge.

Polls suggest all three major parties - Yushchenko's Our Ukraine, Yanukovych's Party of Regions and a
party led by Yushchenko's Orange Revolution ally Yulia Tymoshenko - could end up with about the same
number of seats as in the 2006 vote.

That would leave Yanukovych with plenty of pull when it comes to forming a governing coalition.
Yushchenko's prospects are also clouded by his fragile relationship with Tymoshenko, his most powerful
potential coalition ally but the woman he fired as prime minister in 2005.

Yushchenko spoke of the need for "consolidation" of the forces in opposition to Yanukovych, bringing his
hands together and intertwining his fingers as if trying to physically will a process that he said "requires big
efforts."

Despite the uncertainty, the president said the elections are a chance for Ukraine to shrug off what he called
the "lost years" of political crisis and tackle the problems that have plagued the country since independence,
most notably official corruption.

A former central bank chief and prime minister, Yushchenko pointed to economic achievements that he
stressed came despite his lack of support in parliament.

"One must understand the conditions in which the president works. There was not a single day when | had a
majority in parliament," he said.

He said average wages are up 50 percent in three years and the economy is growing about 8 percent
annually. But then he conceded those gains might not satisfy his people's desire to "get a better life and get
it quicker," after decades of privation.

Yushchenko has pushed integration with the European Union and NATO and sought to decrease Russia's
influence in Ukraine, most of which was dominated by Moscow for centuries.

His foreign policy agenda has been hampered by the government of Yanukovych, who has warmer ties with
Moscow and strong support in Ukraine's largely Russian-speaking east.

The president suggested eventual integration with Europe is a foregone conclusion, noting that the EU is
the nation's leading trade partner and pointing to projects linking the two in energy, space and other
industries.

But he acknowledged the rift that has aggravated the country's post-Soviet turmoil, saying it was etched
over centuries in which there was no Ukrainian state and its lands were controlled by external powers -
mainly Poland and Russia.

The shadow of the Soviet era is still so strong that some Ukrainians will never be swayed to support his
policies, Yushchenko said.

"l understand that a portion of the nation was formed under an alien ideology, under alien propaganda,
orientation - that to convince a certain portion of the people that this country needs European ideals and
values is very difficult," he said. "In fact, maybe it will be beyond my power to convince some."



But he said Ukraine's youth "are already different people."

"They understand more clearly who we were and where we are going," he said. "And this, of course,
creates great optimism. This gives strength and energy. and this is what we must live for."

Associated Press Writer Steve Gutterman contributed to this report.

#4

Elderly Ukrainians Testify on Holocaust
By Maria Danilova and Randy Herschaft
AP, September 9, 2007

BOGDANOVKA, Ukraine — From the porch of her mud hut, Vera Filonok saw tens of thousands of Jews
shot, thrown in a ravine and set on fire. Many were still alive and they writhed in the flames "like flies and
worms."

The memories of what she saw in 1941 have seared her soul for six decades, but until recently she had
talked about it with no one except neighbors in her remote Ukrainian village. Then a soft-spoken French
priest came to town.

Roman Catholic Rev. Patrick Desbois and his small team of investigators have spent six years canvassing
the towns and villages of Ukraine to patiently hear elderly people tell of what they saw during those terrible
years when they were young.

He says his team has pinpointed more than 600 mass execution sites, about 70 percent of them previously
unknown. It has surveyed about a third of Ukraine, he says, and estimates there are at least 2,500 such
sites throughout the Texas-sized country.

The work of Desbois and his Yahad-In Unum group is adding important new information to the history of the
Holocaust — a period exhaustively studied in some countries but still veiled in much of the former Soviet
Union.

With the Soviet collapse, the declassification of Soviet war archives and the general opening up of this
country of 47 million, it has now become possible to speak to the witnesses.

Vital to the effort, says Desbois, is the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington and its vast Soviet
archival material available. That and Desbois' field work have expanded historians' knowledge about the
public nature of the killings, the large variety of methods of execution, and the Nazis' forced recruitment of
children to assist in their actions.

"You have a marriage of validation with the sources 60 years apart," said Paul Shapiro, director of the
Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington. "Using the
two sources together one can understand what happened on the ground in those towns and villages in
Ukraine."

While the Soviet Union glorified its victory over the Nazis, it refused to acknowledge the massive and
systematic killings of Jews. The refusal reflected both anti-Semitism and official resistance to singling out
ethnic groups in what was supposed to be a single Soviet nation.

Historians say some 1.4 million of Soviet Ukraine's 2.4 million Jews were executed, starved to death or died
of disease during the war. Their remains are strewn around the country in common graves, many of them
ignored and unmarked.



The destruction of Ukrainian Jewry is epitomized by Babi Yar, a ravine in the capital Kiev where the Nazis
killed about 34,000 Jews during just two days in September 1941. What happened in Bogdanovka was
even bloodier — 48,000 killed. And the perpetrators were not Germans but Romanians and the Ukrainian
police they enlisted to help them play their own part in Hitler's genocide.

In 1941, Romanian troops allied with the Nazis occupied a large part of what is now southern Ukraine and
began exterminating Jews. Those who survived the initial killings were herded to Bogdanovka and placed in
stables and pigsties teeming with fleas and manure.

The massacre began when the Romanians and Ukrainians nailed shut one of the pigsties' doors and
windows, then torched it, burning all inside alive. The killing went on for three weeks in late December 1941
and early January 1942 — with a break for Christmas.

Vera Filonok was 16 when she witnessed the blaze from Konstantinovka, a village lying across the quiet
Bug River. "We sensed the smell — of burning hair, clothes, bones — a very strong, acrid smell," she said,
raising a hand to her wrinkled face. "People were being burned alive. For me that was the most terrifying
thing."

After the fire came gunshots, recalled Filonok's neighbor Raya Trofimova. A German soldier living in her
family's home lent her his binoculars; through them she saw victims kneel in front of a gully in their
underwear, their valuables piled beside them.

"They would line them up before the ravine and shoot them ... they would tear away children from mothers
and just throw them in there," said Trofimova, now 85. When her mother returned home that day, Trofimova
recalled, she shut the windows and draped them with blankets to shield her three children from the sights
and smells.

"Ta-ta-ta," Trofimova mimicked the gunshots ringing out across the river, day and night. "And what could we
do? If you protested, you would be taken to the same pit."

Anatoly Veliminchuk was 11. He said he saw people thrown into two wells, many still alive.

"l felt bad, it was painful — what did it matter that they spoke their Jewish way and we spoke Ukrainian or
Moldovan?" he asked as he pointed to what used to be the wells — now two small pits in a field covered
with dry grass and discarded plastic bottles.

Desbois registers an event or killing site only after obtaining three independent witness accounts. His team
has two translators, a photographer and cameraman, a ballistics specialist and a mapping expert.

The 52-year-old priest was raised on his grandfather's stories of surviving a Nazi prison camp in Ukraine,
and has devoted his career to healing wounds between Catholics and Jews. His group, Yahad-In Unum —
which combines the Hebrew and Latin words for "together" — was founded by influential Catholics and
Jews.

Ukraine's Jewish leaders say the community is grateful for the effort. "What they are doing is holy work,
because everybody is forgetting about this tragedy," said Yakov Blaikh, Ukraine's chief rabbi.

The Holocaust is still controversial and divisive in Ukraine because of the wartime collaboration with the
Nazis, and the museum nearest to Bogdanovka commemorates those "who saved the motherland," but
says nothing about the massacres of Jews.

Anatoly Podolsky, head of the Ukrainian Center for Holocaust Studies, said Ukraine still needs to more fully
confront the Holocaust, but that allowing Desbois to operate here shows that "there is no longer that
endless untruthful silence that existed in Soviet Ukraine."



Shattering that silence is Desbois's goal.

At the end of a long day of talking with tearful witnesses, his shoes covered with dust, Desbois said his
mission isn't to seek retribution — "I am not here to judge" — but to record the tragedy for the sake of its
victims.

"God wants these poor people to be finally buried and rest in peace ... and that they receive the Jewish
prayer they deserve," he said.

Associated Press Writer Randy Herschaft reported from New York.

#5
New Or Avner Jewish School in Krivoy Rog
Jewish Community News of Dnepropetrovsk Online, September 11, 2007

Or Avner Jewish school was opened in Krivoy Rog. Meir Stambler, Chairman of Federation of Jewish
communities of Ukraine attached a mezuzah, the band at the front door was cut by parliamentaries of
Ukraine and Israel and the local community chairman Vladimir Nemirovsky. This Jewish school is unique
even despite the fact that there are over 30 Jewish schools in Ukraine. It demonstrates that minor nations
have every opportunity for development of their culture and education and they actively invest into the
national education system of Ukraine. It also shows that the Jewish community feels at ease and has great
plans in Ukraine. This school refutes any myths of anti-Semitism here.

Or Avner school in Krivoy Rog is the first Jewish school constructed according to a special design as a
national school. Before the school operated in the rented kindergarten on the city outskirts.

The new school will have 150 students in state-of-the-art premises- spacious classrooms, necessary
infrastructure, local computer network for Internet access and the use of school resources. The school
media library and its computer center are among the best in Ukraine. Each class will consist of up to fifteen
students for better education and individual approach. All classrooms are equipped with high-end “thinking”
blackboard and media complexes enabling teachers to use multimedia technologies during lessons.

On the school premises with total area of 2,500 m2 there is also a boarding home for twenty boys - orphans
and kids from problem families.

“Our children are so grateful to those who gave them this wonderful school”, says chief rabbi of Krivoy Rog
Liron Ederi. — They will get the best education and learn their history and traditions. They will become
worthy people, worthy citizens of their country, Ukrainian patriots. We are deeply grateful to Mr. Levi levaev
who supports Jewish education in many places and WJR and our numerous local sponsors, especially to
Vladimir Nemirovsky and Alexander Lifshiz”.

Opening of the new Krivoy Rog school has become an important event on the international level — a
delegation of the Knesset of Israel and representatives of the European Rabbinical center have come
specially for this occasion. Ukraine was represented by peoples’ deputy Alexander Vilkul, secretary of the
city council Sergey Maliarenko, representatives of the district authorities and the city education department.
Sergey Maliarenko in his speech emphasized, “This school was built without any state funds and it is a
major investment into our city educational system. We highly appreciate and in every way support the
projects of the Jewish community and are proud of its success.”



#6

Russian Authorities Won't Renew Visa of U.S. Labor Organizer
Move Seen as Part of Crackdown On Western-Funded Civic Activism
By Peter Finn

Washington Post, September 11, 2007

MOSCOW, Sept. 10 -- Russian authorities have refused to renew the visa of an American labor activist
working with a dockworkers union in Kaliningrad, the latest in a series of visa denials targeting Western
trade unionists, business people, journalists and lawyers whose activities attracted the suspicion of state
officials.

Elizabeth Vladeck, 30, who is married to a Russian citizen and local trade unionist, was forced to leave
Russia late last month after working in the port city for a year. In April she had helped organize a union
membership drive among dockworkers at the Sea Commercial Port of Kaliningrad, located in a Russian
territorial enclave sandwiched between Poland and Lithuania on the Baltic Sea.

"Management thought the union was dead, and the drive was a rude awakening," Vladeck said in a
telephone interview from New York.

Russian trade unionism is dominated by the Federation of Independent Trade Unions, which claims 29
million members. A successor organization to the docile Soviet labor movement, the federation is generally
far less aggressive than new, smaller unions in demanding better conditions for workers and striking to
secure members' aims.

The federation is closely allied with United Russia, the pro-Kremlin political party that dominates regional
and national politics. The head of the federation frequently meets with President Vladimir Putin, and one of
its top officers is a United Russia member of parliament.

A federation affiliate is the officially recognized union of the approximately 500 dockworkers at the
Kaliningrad port. The union Vladeck was working with, the Russian Union of Dockers, was formed in 1995
and has clashed for years with management in its attempts to compete against the sanctioned union in
Kaliningrad and build what it calls truly independent representation for the workers. It is not recognized by
the port's management.

Mikhail Chesalin, leader of the union, said he believes the port's management orchestrated the denial of
Vladeck's visa, which he said was part of a wider campaign of intimidation directed against union activists.

Chesalin, who is also a member of the local parliament in Kaliningrad, was stabbed in the back and beaten
in the city in June. He continues to recover from spinal and head injuries. "l believe | was attacked because
I'm a trade union activist, and we believe the port management organized it," said Chesalin, who defeated
the port's general director in local parliamentary elections in 2006. "There is an atmosphere of fear in the
port."

Vladeck is a 2006 Columbia Law School graduate with long experience in Russia. During her work in
Kaliningrad, she was sponsored by the Center for Social and Labor Rights, a Russian grass-roots
organization that is funded in part by the Ford Foundation and the U.S. Agency for International
Development.

A spokesman for the port declined to comment on Vladeck's case, the assault on Chesalin or
management's attitude toward the union.

The European Court of Human Rights has accepted a complaint from the dockers union alleging

discrimination based on union membership and violations of the right to freedom of association. Vladeck's
husband, Sergei Danilenkov, is the lead plaintiff.
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Elena Gerasimova, director of the Center for Social and Labor Rights, said independent trade unions are
subject to constant pressure, not only from employers but also from state bodies. "Often our state officials
are acting for employers," Gerasimova said. "Registering a new union is very difficult. They find violation
after violation to prevent this."

Officials at Russia's migration service did not respond to repeated requests for comment. A spokeswoman
for the U.S. Embassy in Moscow said American diplomats are in touch with Vladeck but could not discuss
the case because of privacy laws.

In December 2002, Irene Stevenson, who worked for the AFL-CIO in Russia, was turned back at a Moscow
airport "based on information provided by the FSB," the successor security agency of the KGB, according to
a 2003 letter sent to a member of the Russian parliament by the Federal Border Service.

In recent years, Western attorneys for imprisoned oil tycoon Mikhail Khodorkovsky have been expelled or
barred from Russia. Journalist Thomas de Waal, who wrote extensively on the strife-torn Caucasus in
southern Russia, was denied a visa last year. A British lawyer, Bill Bowring, who worked with Russian
plaintiffs appealing to the European Court of Human Rights, was turned back at a Moscow airport in 2005,
as was William Browder, the largest foreign portfolio investor in Russia, the following year.

Most of those who were denied visas appear to have crossed powerful interests or promoted Western-
funded civic activism opposed by the Kremlin. Authorities accuse some nongovernmental organizations of
attempting to foment the kind of political discontent that brought on street revolutions in neighboring Ukraine
and Georgia.

"They are worried" about nongovernmental organizations and unions, Vladeck said. "We've seen a trend
this year of more strikes and more organizing, and the authorities think this is a problem."

#7
Russians offered cars for babies
AP, September 11, 2007

ULYANOVSK, Russia (AP) -- Make a baby. Win a car.

Don't be surprised if the streets are empty and curtains drawn in this central Russian region Wednesday as
residents take up an offer by the regional governor to help stem Russia's demographic crisis.

Ulyanovsk Gov. Sergei Morozov has decreed Sept. 12 a Day of Conception and is giving couples time off
from work to procreate. Couples who give birth nine months later on Russia's national day -- June 12 -- will
receive money, cars, refrigerators and other prizes.

It's the third year that the Volga River region, about 550 miles east of Moscow, has held the contest. Since
then, the number of competitors -- and the number of babies born -- has been on the rise.

"If there's a good, healthy atmosphere at home within the family, if the husband and wife both love each
other and their child, they will be in good spirits and that will extend to the workplace. So there will be a
healthy atmosphere throughout the country," he told AP Television News. "The leadership (of the country) is
interested in the family."

Russia's population has dropped since the 1991 Soviet collapse, fed by declining birth rates, a low life
expectancy, a spike in emigration, a frayed health care system and other factors. The country -- the world's
largest -- now has just 141.4 million citizens, making it one of the most sparsely settled nations. And experts
estimate the population could fall below 100 million by 2050.
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Just 311 women signed up to take part in the first competition, in 2005, and qualify for a half-day off from
work. The next June, 46 more babies were born in Ulyanovsk's 25 hospitals compared to the previous June,
including 28 born on June 12, officials said.

More than 500 women signed up for the contest in 2006 -- resulting nine months later in 78 babies, or more
than triple the region's daily average. So far this year, the region's birth rate is up 4.5 percent compared to
the same period last year.

"l don't think people get pregnant just to get a prize on the 12th (of June) but if the dates coincide and they
give you a ... car there's nothing wrong with that," said Yuri, a 28-year-old father-to-be who declined to give
his last name.

Last year, President Vladimir Putin called the demographic crisis the country's most acute problem and
announced a broad effort to boost the birthrate, including cash subsidies for couples giving birth to more
than one child. Women who give birth to their second or third child receive $10,000 vouchers to pay for
education or home repairs.

In Ulyanovsk, everyone who has a baby in a local hospital on June 12 gets some kind of prize. The winners
of the grand prize -- a locally made SUV called a UAZ-Patriot -- are couples judged by a committee on
criteria such as "respectability" and "commendable parenting."

Perhaps not surprisingly, the effort has drawn snickers. According to one joke circulating on the Internet,
regional university teachers -- after being ordered to draw up special activities for Wednesday -- proposed
covering the floors of school gymnasiums with mattresses and dimming the lights.

Andrei Kartuzov, who won the last "make a baby" grand prize along with his wife, Irina, said they had been
planning to have another child anyway.

The campaign "is a good help for people, especially for those living in villages," he said. "If they hold such
actions every year, then maybe we will have (more children) growing up and Russia will be bigger."
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