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In Brief: A Tale of Two Countries

This week in Ukraine and Russia, we witnessed diametrically opposed political events. On Sunday, 
Ukrainians went to the polls to elect a new parliament, in what most observers called a fair and 
open process. The next day in Russia, President Vladimir Putin agreed to head the United Russia 
political party and said becoming the next Prime Minister was a distinct possibility.

Ukrainians and Russians, like most of us, crave a stable political and economic environment. 
However, they approach this goal in very different ways. This is Ukraine’s third election in less than
three years and is another example of its government’s and citizens’ commitment toward building a 
democratic state. By contrast, in Russia, many people view elections as potentially destabilzing. 
Russians not only cheered, but breathed sighs of relief at the prospect of a continuing 
governmental role for President Putin.

There are a number of stories in this week’s update about both events, and much speculation 
about the future direction of both countries. In spite of an open election, there are far more 
questions than answers about what type of coalition government can govern effectively in Ukraine. 
And in Russia, will continuity allow for ongoing economic development and a more open political 
arena?

What is clear about the current situation in Russia and Ukraine is nothing is really clear. However, 
NCSJ will continue to monitor the situations and provide cogent and timely analysis.

I am always interested in hearing feedback about our work. Please email NCSJinfo@ncsj.org or 
call 202-898-2500 us to ask questions and/or express your views.

Sincerely,

 Mark B. Levin
 Executive Director
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#1a
Holocaust memorial unveiled in Ukraine  
JTA Brief, September 25, 2007

A new Holocaust monument was unveiled Tuesday in Ukraine.

The monument is located in the village of Loev in western Ukraine, where the Nazis and local collaborators 
killed more than 2,000 Jews in September 1941.

Its construction was initiated and funded by parliament member Aleksandr Feldman, president of the Jewish 
Foundation of Ukraine, with the assistance of the local administration.

#1b
Rabbi beaten in Ukraine  
JTA Brief, September 30, 2007

The chief rabbi of Sevastopol was attacked on his way to synagogue.

Rabbi Benjamin Wolf, who was dressed in traditional Orthodox garb, said he was beaten Friday night by 
four middle-aged men who shouted anti-Semitic threats at him. The rabbi suffered a broken nose and 
concussion and was treated at a local hospital.

Law enforcement agencies are investigating the attack. The rabbi described his assailants to police; no 
arrests have been reported.

 Wolf told JTA that this is not first anti-Semitic attack in the Crimean town. He said believes that law 
enforcement agencies are unwilling to detain the attackers on the eve of parliamentary elections in Ukraine.

"No doubt that the attack was motivated by anti-Semitism," the rabbi said.
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#1c
Ukraine officials, Jews mark Babi Yar   
JTA Brief, September 30, 2007  

Ukraine's president and government officials joined Jews in marking 66 years since the Babi Yar massacre.

 President Viktor Yushchenko, Cabinet of Ministers representatives and other officials joined Holocaust 
survivors in a wreath-laying ceremony in Kiev Sept. 29, the date of the anniversary, and observed a 
moment of silence to honor the Babi Yar victims. Yushchenko also paid tribute to the members of the 
Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists killed in Babi Yar.

More than 33,700 Ukranian Jews were killed at Babi Yar in 1941, when occupying Nazi troops forced local 
Jews to the edge of the ravine and shot them. The Nazis murdered an additional 10,000 Red Army 
prisoners of war, resistance fighters and gypsies there.

In another memorial ceremony, about 300 people, including the chief rabbis of Ukraine, leaders of Israeli 
and Jewish organizations and diplomats, gathered Sept. 23 at a 10-foot menorah that Jewish groups 
erected at Babi Yar in 1991.

#1d
Israelis beaten in Ukraine  
JTA Brief, October 1, 2007

Religious Israelis helping lead Sukkot observances were attacked in the Ukrainian city of Cherkassy.

Israeli yeshiva student Josef Rafaelov, 23, and two other religious Israeli Jews wearing traditional garb were 
attacked Sept. 29 not far from the city’s synagogue on their way to services. Six young men, who witnesses 
said looked in the age range of 18 to 20, allegedly beat the three men. Two escaped and reported the 
incident to police.

Rafaelov suffered head and other injuries. Doctors are describing his condition as stable.

Law enforcement agencies are investigating but no arrests have been reported.

Rabbi Dov Akselrod told JTA that anti-Semitic incidents are uncommon in the city.

#1e
Kasparov running for Russian presidency  
JTA Brief, October 1, 2007 

Former world chess champion Garry Kasparov is the opposition candidate for the Russian presidency.

Kasparov, whose father was Jewish, was the overwhelming choice of the leading opposition coalition, The 
Other Russia, as its candidate at a conference Sunday in Moscow, according to an Associated Press report.

The Other Russia is a loose coalition of disparate groups whose only unifying factor is their strong 
opposition to the policies of President Vladimir Putin. The groups accuse Putin of using authoritarian tactics 
to erode the rule of law in the post-Soviet era.

The coalition has little hope of gaining ground against the hugely popular Putin in next year's elections, a 
fact Kasparov acknowledged following the vote.
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"The goal of The Other Russia is not winning elections but to have an election," Kasparov told reporters. 
"We're trying to force the regime to accept our rights to participate in free and fair elections, to agitate the 
Russian population and Russian public to support our ideas."

#2
Russia Turns New Law Against Kremlin Critics
Prominent Political Commentator in Jeopardy Over Alleged 'Extremism' in His Books
By Peter Finn
Washington Post, September 26, 2007

MOSCOW, Sept. 25 -- Andrei Piontkovsky, one of Russia's most pungent political commentators and a 
visiting scholar at the Hudson Institute in Washington, was accused in court Tuesday of inciting violence 
against Russians, Jews and Americans as well as insulting and stirring feelings of inferiority in all three 
groups.

A Moscow district court opened hearings Tuesday on a charge by prosecutors that two of Piontkovsky's 
books -- "Unloved Country" and "For the Motherland! For Abramovich! Fire!" -- can be labeled "extremist" 
under a law ostensibly designed to stamp out racism and xenophobia. The title of his second book refers in 
part to Roman Abramovich, Russia's richest tycoon.

Piontkovsky, 67, a mathematician and arms control expert, turned to political writing in the 1990s. A leading 
figure in the opposition party Yabloko, he is a scathing critic of the rule of President Vladimir Putin, which he 
has described as a malevolent blend of authoritarianism and "bandit capitalism."

"This whole case is absurd," Piontkovsky said outside the courtroom. "It's very primitive. Stalin's prosecutors 
were sophisticated intellectuals compared to these people. . . . And isn't it also wonderful that the Russian 
government has begun to protect the feelings of Americans? That's a first."

In July, Putin signed amendments to the country's five-year-old law against extremism that expanded the 
definition of criminal activity to include such activities as the "public slander of public officials" and 
"humiliating national pride."

Human rights activists and opposition politicians have said the expanded law, pushed through parliament by 
the pro-Kremlin United Russia party, is designed to crush legitimate criticism of the Kremlin and its allies.

The legislation was passed after officials dropped an effort to charge chess grandmaster and Putin critic 
Garry Kasparov with "extremism" following protest rallies that were violently broken up by police in April. 
The law at that time was not broad enough for the charges to stick.

Critics of the revised law charge that its provisions are so vague that authorities can now easily use it to 
stifle dissent and control independent journalism, rather than to fight racism. They fear that officials will use 
the law as a political tool in the run-up to parliamentary elections in December and the presidential election 
in March.

"What we are witnessing here today is a consequence and demonstration of the atmosphere that the 
authorities have built in society, an atmosphere of persecution of political opponents and critics and those 
who think differently," said Yuri Schmidt, Piontkovsky's attorney, who has also represented imprisoned 
tycoon Mikhail Khodorkovsky.

"Most probably the prosecutors act without a direct order from the Kremlin, but that is an example of how 
they understand their function in society," he added. "They believe that they should guard the power totally, 
and if there is even the slightest manifestation of disagreement with the regime they should be on alert."
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In recent months, human rights activist Lev Ponomaryov, a consistent critic of the authorities, and political 
analyst Vladimir Pribylovsky, who was writing a book on Putin, have also been investigated for alleged 
extremist activity.

A newspaper in Saratov, southeast of Moscow, is being investigated for extremism and is facing closure 
after it ran a satirical photo of Putin in August. The image depicted Putin as a character from a popular 
Soviet TV series in which a Russian, working under the pseudonym Otto von Stirlitz, infiltrates the SS in 
Nazi Germany.

The photo ran with a caption that coyly referred to the possibility that Putin might serve a third consecutive 
term. The Russian constitution requires that he step down in March.

Prosecutors apparently objected to the fact that Putin is seen in Stirlitz's SS uniform, although most 
Russians view the character as a dramatic hero.

"It's not black PR or anything, we simply wanted to entertain our readers," Sergei Mikhailov, chief editor of 
the Saratov Reporter, said in a telephone interview. "Everybody understands the joke."

Prosecutors in the southern city of Krasnodar, acting on the instructions of the FSB, a successor agency to 
the KGB, first brought charges against Piontkovsky. But the charges were thrown out when a judge ruled 
that there was no evidence of extremist incitement in the books.

Piontkovsky's Yabloko party had distributed the books in the region, and the FSB threatened to shut down 
the party's local office unless it stopped handing them out. Piontkovsky's books are almost impossible to 
find in bookstores here.

Prosecutors in Moscow subsequently applied to have the books deemed extremist, which would open 
Piontkovsky to criminal prosecution and could lead to the banning of the Yabloko party for extremist activity, 
Schmidt said.

On Tuesday, the prosecutor, who declined to otherwise discuss the case or give her name, cited two expert 
reports, one "linguistic" and one "social-psychological," as proof that Piontkovsky's prose was extremist.

"The social-psychological report says that the book contains statements inciting inferiority among people of 
Jewish, American, Russian and other nationalities," she said, referring to "Unloved Country." "Based on the 
evaluation reports, the book is recognized as containing features of extremism."

Schmidt asked the prosecutor to "please quote those statements, please give us concrete examples of the 
statements that you've just mentioned. Could you please give us references and page numbers of the book 
where those statements are."

"I am not an expert and I do not have a personal opinion," said the prosecutor, a response that drew open 
scorn from the defense attorney.

The reports cite two small sections of the book as evidence of extremism.

In one report, Piontkovsky is accused of extremism because he creates a fictional conversation in which 
Putin calls some apparent critics "shameful goats." That report also alleges that Piontkovsky's use of the 
words "incite hatred" was itself an incitement to hatred.

What the report failed to mention, according to Alexander Kobrinsky, a professor of philology at St. 
Petersburg State University and an expert witness for the defense, is that Piontkovsky was actually quoting 
Putin when he used the words "incite hatred."
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"Any features of extremism should be demonstrated by concrete sentences or statements," Kobrinsky said. 
"There is nothing like that. . . . Unlike the experts, I read Piontkovsky's books."

Neither the prosecutor nor the reports she cited explained why Piontkovsky's work incites hatred against 
Americans and Jews.

Piontkovsky said he believes it relates to a section in one book where he criticized a Russian politician who 
said the radical Palestinian group Hamas is not recognized as a terrorist organization by Russia because it 
doesn't commit terrorist acts in Russia.

"Of course, they're not terrorists because they only kill Jews and Americans," Piontkovsky wrote 
sarcastically.

Judge Svetlana Klimova ruled that she needed another expert opinion on the books before deciding if they 
are extremist. She ordered the Russian Federal Center of Legal Expertise to carry it out. The center is part 
of the Justice Ministry.

#3
Putin's musical chairs keeps Russia guessing
By Michael Stott
Reuters, September 25, 2007

MOSCOW - After a 12-day wait, President Vladimir Putin's cabinet reshuffle surprised by making few 
changes and kept Russia in the dark about the identity of his preferred successor.

Kremlin-watchers hunting for clues about Putin's favored candidate for March's presidential vote were 
disappointed.

Three of the men most often mentioned as contenders -- Sergei Ivanov, Dmitry Medvedev and Sergei 
Naryshkin -- kept exactly the same titles and responsibilities.

Analysts said Putin's main objective was to guarantee the continuity of his policies after he leaves office 
next year.

"Putin is finishing the construction of Team Putin without Putin," said Boris Makarenko, deputy director of 
the Centre for Political Technology, an independent think-tank.

"He is furnishing the house for his successor and he has to be very careful where he puts each chair and 
each table."

Putin set the musical chairs in motion by appointing a close ally, little-known career bureaucrat Viktor 
Zubkov, as prime minister on September 12 and telling him to reorganize the cabinet and make it "tick like a 
Swiss watch".

When the cabinet changes were finally announced after nearly two weeks of speculation and rumor, only 
three ministers -- none of them a likely presidential contender -- lost their jobs.

First deputy prime ministers Ivanov and Medvedev, and deputy premier Naryshkin were left unchanged. 
Other survivors included Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov and Finance Minister Alexei Kudrin.

"Ivanov and Medvedev have kept their positions. There is a high chance of an electoral contest between 
them," said Sergei Markov, a political analyst with close Kremlin ties.
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Like other analysts, Markov said Putin's promotion to the cabinet of his long-time ally and envoy to the 
southern federal district, Dmitry Kozak, meant Kozak could now be considered another possible presidential 
candidate.

Kozak's position was bolstered by the announcement on Tuesday that, in his new role as regional 
development minister, he would oversee a $12 billion budget investment fund.

CLOUDING THE PICTURE

Further clouding the picture, Putin boosted Finance Minister Kudrin by giving him the additional title of 
deputy prime minister, taking the number of deputy premiers to five.

"With five deputy prime ministers, the government structure will become more complex," said Moscow 
investment bank Renaissance Capital in a report.

"Along with the return of Kozak...we view this as an indication that President Putin prefers to keep his 
options open in terms of choosing his successor."

During his nearly eight years in the presidency, Putin has won a reputation for closely guarding political 
secrets and springing surprises. Monday's reshuffle was no exception.

"After such a long wait it was surprising that relatively few changes were made," said independent political 
analyst Georgy Bovt. This was a sign of possible power struggles inside the Kremlin as the election 
approaches, he added.

The three departures were Health and Social Development Minister Mikhail Zurabov, Economy Minister 
German Gref and Regional Development Minister Vladimir Yakovlev.

Zurabov and Yakovlev were unpopular and their exits had been widely predicted while Gref -- a leading 
economic liberal -- had several times asked Putin to let him leave, analysts said.

Keeping the balance of the cabinet intact, Putin named another liberal and former Gref deputy, Elvira 
Nabiullina, to replace him.

Makarenko said that, if nothing else, the reshuffle had diminished the likelihood of Putin producing another 
presidential contender from nowhere because of the time needed to build up a media profile ahead of next 
March's vote.

"The shortlist is down to three -- Medvedev, Ivanov and Zubkov," he said, before adding quickly that a last-
minute surprise could not be ruled out.

(Additional reporting by Anna Mintskovskaya)

#4
Russia: When Politics Becomes A Family Affair
By Brian Whitmore
RFE/RL, September 26, 2007

September 26, 2007 (RFE/RL) -- Family values dominate Russian President Vladimir Putin's new 
government.

The prime minister is the defense minister's father-in-law. The energy minister is the health minister's 
husband. The justice minister's son is married to the deputy Kremlin chief of staff's daughter.
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Shortly after Putin nominated Viktor Zubkov as prime minister, Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov 
announced his resignation. Since he was Zubkov's son-in-law, Serdyukov said, he could no longer serve in 
the cabinet due to conflict of interest laws. Nonsense, Putin appeared to suggest. In announcing the new 
cabinet on September 24, Putin rejected Serdyukov's resignation and reappointed him defense minister.

And why not? Despite a law forbidding officials to work in any job supervised or controlled by a family 
member, nepotism appears rampant in Putin's Russia. In its September 25 edition, the magazine 
"Kommersant-Vlast" identified 35 different examples of kinship ties among the Russian authorities.

Speaking to RFE/RL's Russian Service, opposition politician Boris Nemtsov says the trend stems from 
Putin's tendency to rely on a small clique of people to govern.

"I think this is not normal," Nemtsov said. "It shows the personnel deficit we have under Putin. All week the 
president was...thinking about what kind of government he wanted to form. And it turned out to be nothing 
new. Why? Because the president doesn't trust anybody. He is suspicious. Even though the country is huge 
and has a lot of talented people, he is choosing from a small circle of people."

Conflicts Of Interest?

Analysts have warned that Putin's tendency to rely on such personal and family ties to keep his cabinet 
under control can lead to damaging conflicts of interest, as officials become torn between serving the 
country and family loyalty. Observers also warn that conflicts among family clans could develop, potentially 
destabilizing the workings of government.

In the federal government, Industry and Energy Minister Viktor Khristenenko and the newly named Health 
and Social Affairs Minister Tatyana Golikova are husband and wife. Dmitry Ustinov, the son of Justice 
Minister Vladimir Ustinov, works in the presidential administration and is married to deputy Kremlin chief of 
staff Igor Sechin's daughter, Inga.

 "My basic argument is that since we can't get rid of nepotism, and since it has many positive aspects that 
we wouldn't want to get rid of even if we could, the only thing we can do is to establish some standards of 
judgment and try to discern what the rules are." -- Adam Bellow, author

 The family ties are just as strong in the provinces. Chechen President Ramzan Kadyrov and Chechen 
Prime Minister Odes Baisulatov, for example, are cousins.

Such links extend into the world of Russia's powerful state-run companies, as well. Federal Security Service 
Director Nikolai Patrushev's son Andrei is an adviser to the board of directors of the state-controlled oil giant 
Rosneft. Patrushev's other son, Dmitry, is vice president of the state-run bank Vneshtorgbank.

Began Under Yeltsin

In the Soviet Union, family ties among the authorities existed but were rare. Under Boris Yeltsin, however, 
power in the Kremlin was widely believed to be wielded by a group of Yeltsin's relatives and their associates 
dubbed "The Family" by the Russian media.

Adam Bellow, author of the book "In Praise of Nepotism: A Natural History," says he is not surprised that 
nepotistic practices are flourishing in the Russian government -- or any other government for that matter. 
Bellow, himself the son of Nobel Prize-winning author Saul Bellow, says nepotism is a natural impulse "like 
sex and aggression," that it is impossible to eradicate, and that it has many positive elements. It builds trust, 
for example, and humanizes what Bellow calls amoral bureaucracies.

"My basic argument is that since we can't get rid of nepotism, and since it has many positive aspects that 
we wouldn't want to get rid of even if we could, the only thing we can do is to establish some standards of 
judgment and try to discern what the rules are," Bellow says. "In all governments, whether democratic or 
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not, there is a tendency for family ties to exist either at the beginning, at the outset, as in the Roman 
republic, or developing over time as a political class begins to take shape." Newly named Health and Social 
Affairs Minister Tatyana Golikova (above) is married to Industry and Energy Minister Viktor Khristenenko 
(TASS)

Bellow cites the Roman Empire, the Chinese imperial dynasty, the Renaissance papacy, and the modern 
United States as societies where nepotism has existed to some degree. U.S. President John F. Kennedy 
appointed his brother, Robert, as his attorney general, for example. Bill Clinton tasked his wife, Hillary, now 
a senator and presidential candidate, to formulate his health-care policy.

Nepotism Itself Isn't Corruption

In U.S. President George W. Bush's first administration, Bellow notes that Michael Powell, the son of 
Secretary of State Collin Powell, became chairman of the Federal Communications Commission; Elaine 
Chao, the wife of Senator Mitch McConnell, was named secretary of labor; and the daughter of Vice 
President Dick Cheney became deputy assistant secretary of state. Bellow argues that such cases are not 
intrinsically bad and that nepotism itself isn't corruption -- although it can degenerate into corruption.

"Nepotism can obviously become a form of corruption. It is, at the same time, the easiest form of corruption 
to address because all you have to do is shed light on it and public opprobrium immediately arises," Bellow 
says. "The malpractitioners of nepotism then have to immediately disavow it and back away from it. So it 
kind of withers in the light of day."

Bellow says nepotistic practices are most visible and manifest in what he calls "low-trust societies" with 
weak institutions.

"Historically, it is inevitable that elites will form because the mafia principle is the ultimate institutional 
principle. Everything is ultimately based on the family and its extension through various kinds of quasi-
familial relationships," Bellow says. "This is where the focus of trust is in a low-trust society, which is how I
would characterize Russia today, a low-trust society."

And in such societies, he adds, nepotism has the most potential to do damage.

"In the absence of a strong, centralized state with secure institutions, a market, the administration of justice, 
the enforcement of contracts, this is basically a mafia situation," Bellow says. "The default mode of human 
social organization is family rule. This is the way it has always been."

#5
Kasparov to Vie in Russia Presidential Run Is Seen as Doomed; Unwieldy Coalition 
By Alan Cullison 
Wall Street Journal, October 1, 2007 

MOSCOW -- The nomination of Garry Kasparov as a presidential candidate kicks off a campaign that will 
likely highlight the former chess champion's limited appeal in Vladimir Putin's Russia.

But Mr. Kasparov is hoping that an ungainly alliance of Kremlin critics will coalesce into a powerful force 
next year in the power vacuum that Mr. Putin is expected to create when he steps down at the end of his 
second term in office. [Garry Kasparov]

Mr. Kasparov conceded that his chances are slim in March's presidential elections. Ignored by the 
government-controlled media and harassed by police, his opposition group, named The Other Russia, has 
struggled for attention among Russians, who generally give Mr. Putin high marks for his management of the 
oil-fueled economy.
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"I don't believe for a moment that we will receive a minute of time on television," Mr. Kasparov said after 
accepting the nomination of The Other Russia yesterday. "But we will show Russia that there is an 
opposition in this country."

Mr. Putin has said he will endorse a presidential candidate but won't announce his preference until after a 
parliamentary election in December. His pick is expected to be a loyal member of his entourage -- and to be 
an easy winner in March.

Mr. Kasparov helped cobble together The Other Russia last year among leftist and right-wing Kremlin critics 
whose main grievance in common is that they have been left out in the cold under Mr. Putin's tightly 
controlled political system.

Coalition leaders plan to submit a party list to Russia's election commission today, and expect the move to 
be quickly rejected on legal grounds that have been used to shunt aside other opposition groups.

Because coalition leaders expect the government to refuse to register the group as a party, they are 
encouraging voters to write the coalition's name across their ballots, so that the vote is disqualified.

The opposition has also planned street protests in the coming months and a parallel parliament after the 
December elections, which leaders say they expect to be rigged. Mr. Kasparov said the alternative 
parliament will include well-known members of the opposition "so that Russians will understand we offer a 
stable alternative to the government."

The Kremlin has called the former world chess champion emotionally unstable and a tool of the West. It has 
also kept the opposition divided by doling out rewards and punishments to critics who may be tempted to 
join The Other Russia.

To unite the nation's fractious opposition, the coalition group held primaries in Russia's regions to choose 
among a half-dozen candidates. But the primary opened up some wounds. One of the most prominent 
leaders of The Other Russia, former prime minister Mikhail Kasyanov, refused to take part and plans to run 
separately.

Other longtime Kremlin opponents -- Russia's Communist Party and the party Yabloko -- have also refused 
to join the coalition, in part because they don't want to join with one of its main components, Russia's 
National Bolshevik Party, headed by the writer Eduard Limonov.

Mr. Limonov said his party had backed Mr. Kasyanov as a candidate, feeling he could give some heft and 
political experience to the coalition's ticket. But Messrs. Kasyanov and Kasparov clashed, he said, and Mr. 
Kasyanov refused to contend in The Other Russia's primaries.

#6
Putin Says He Will Run for Parliament 
By C. J. Chivers
New York Times, October 2, 2007 

MOSCOW, Oct. 1 — President Vladimir V. Putin, who is barred from seeking another term, suggested 
Monday that he might become prime minister next year, seeming to confirm what many analysts had 
assumed: that he plans to hold on to the power he has accrued over eight years.

Mr. Putin, who spoke at the congress of the United Russia party, the country’s dominant political force, said 
he would lead that party’s candidate list in the December parliamentary elections.

The announcement was at once consistent and surprising. The president, who is popular among Russia’s 
citizens and has a centralized lock on his government, has often said he intended to remain involved in 
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politics beyond his second term. He has even said that he may seek re-election after another president 
holds the office, as the Russian Constitution allows him to do.

But he had not previously suggested a new political office for himself immediately after the presidential 
election next March, as he did when he said he could become Russia’s next prime minister.

“Heading the government is quite a realistic proposal,” he said, before adding a qualifier he often uses when 
publicly discussing his plans for 2008. “But it is too early to think about that.”

In Mr. Putin’s years in the Kremlin, Russia’s economy and international influence have expanded, and many 
Russians have seen their living conditions improve.

Mr. Putin’s speech here elevated the Kremlin’s stagecraft to new levels. United Russia’s party congress led 
the national news broadcasts, which featured scenes of Mr. Putin sitting on an elevated viewing stand 
above each speaker as a crowd looked up toward him adoringly.

One speaker, a weaver from the Ivanovo oblast, or district, pleaded with party officials to find a way to keep 
Mr. Putin in office for a third term. “I see so many big bosses and just smart people at this congress,” said 
the weaver, Yelena Lapshina. “I appeal to all of you — let’s think of something together so that Vladimir 
Vladimirovich Putin will remain the president of Russia after 2008 as well.”

The use of a weaver from Ivanovo borrowed directly from Soviet iconography and the pantheon of state-
endorsed heroes of the proletariat. Mr. Putin’s managers quickly topped even that clear symbol, as an 
athlete in a wheelchair rolled onto the stage and praised the president.

“Vladimir Vladimirovich, you are lucky,” said the athlete, Mikhail B. Terentyev, a ski champion from the 
Paralympic games. The crowd broke out in applause.

Mr. Terentyev continued: “And while you are the president, the luck accompanies Russia. You have 
become a talisman for tens of millions of people, a symbol of the successful development of the country. Of 
course it is up to you to decide which place in the country’s political life you will occupy, but no matter what 
decision you make, I want you to stay with us, with Russia.”

Mr. Putin looked down from his seat, head tilted, eyebrows raised, emanating calm and power.

The day’s events ignited a new round of speculation about Mr. Putin’s path through the elections ahead.

The prime minister’s position in Russia is often viewed as a step toward the presidency; Mr. Putin briefly 
held the job under President Boris N. Yeltsin before swiftly rising to the seat of power.

Last month Mr. Putin abruptly appointed Viktor A. Zubkov, a confidant of little prior prominence, to the prime 
minister’s post. He then hinted that Mr. Zubkov could succeed him as the president. The president’s 
remarks, taken together, suggested that when his term expires he might step one rung down the 
government’s ladder — and then step back up.

But Mr. Putin’s latest speech also accompanied his acceptance of a new type of prominence: as the 
symbolic head of Russia’s dominant political party, United Russia. The party unfailingly supports the 
Kremlin and Mr. Putin, although the president has never joined it and did not join it on Monday.

By accepting the position at the head of the party’s candidate list, Mr. Putin instantaneously lent the party 
his vast domestic political stature — and, in all likelihood, the resources of the Russian government — to its 
efforts to extend its dominance in Russia’s 450-seat Duma, the lower house of Parliament.



12

The party had appeared already to bank on its close relationship with Mr. Putin. Its slogan for the 
parliamentary campaign, even before Mr. Putin agreed to be on the party list, was “Putin’s Plan: Russia’s 
Victory.”

The party holds a strong majority of the Duma’s seats. Its leadership said Monday that Mr. Putin’s new 
public support guaranteed it an unconditional victory in the next round of elections, scheduled for Dec. 2.

The small remaining opposition conceded as much soon after the president’s remarks were broadcast on 
national television. Grigory A. Yavlinsky, the leader of the opposition Yabloko party, said on the Ekho 
Moskvy radio station that the day’s events were further proof of a “one-party system in Russia.”

Whether Mr. Putin could serve in Parliament and as president simultaneously is an open question. Russia’s 
Constitution and electoral law allow parties to nominate candidates for the legislature who are not party 
members, but the Constitution also requires a separation of powers as one of its fundamental principles.

However, Maya Grishina, a member of the federal Central Election Commission, told the official RIA Novosti 
news agency that “the head of the state is not banned to nominate his candidacy at any election, including 
the parliamentary election.”

“Along with this he can still carry out his duties,” she said. “The law doesn’t contain any restrictions on this.”

Gleb O. Pavlovsky, a political scientist who leads a research institute closely connected with the Kremlin, 
said that Mr. Putin would give his name to the party as an electoral locomotive, but would not actually seek 
a seat in the Parliament after the results were tallied in December.

Instead, Mr. Pavlovsky said, Mr. Putin had identified the party and the parliamentary campaign as another 
possible base of power after he leaves office. “The party may become his main tool after the end of his 
presidency,” he said by telephone. “The new president won’t be able to appoint a prime minister without the 
support of the party leader.”

A State Department spokesman, Tom Casey, was reluctant to interpret Putin’s move.

“Look,” he said, “to the extent that he’s doing this in the context of the laws of Russia, then certainly that’s 
his choice and his party’s choice.” American officials will watch the Russian elections closely to see whether 
they are free, fair and transparent, Mr. Casey said.

One senior Western diplomat proposed the idea that the latest public remarks were in part a charade, and 
that Mr. Putin, fearful of betrayal or a loss of influence in the Kremlin’s mercurial inner sanctum, may yet 
reverse his course and decide to serve another four-year term, no matter the constitutional ban.

“I think what is clear, one way or the other, is that he is setting up a parallel structure,” the diplomat said by 
telephone. “But in the end he may ditch it all and decide to stay.”

Brian Knowlton contributed reporting from Washington.

#7
Mr. Putin’s Game 
Editorial
New York Times, October 2, 2007 

Russians and a lot of Russia watchers have been wondering not if, but how Russia’s president, Vladimir 
Putin, would hold on to power. We fear we got our answer yesterday.
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Mr. Putin, who must step down as president next year, announced that he will head the election list of the 
dominant party, United Russia, in December’s parliamentary election. That will guarantee him a seat in the 
lower house, from which he could become prime minister. Mr. Putin said that it was still too early to think 
about that, and it would depend on whether the next Russian president was “a decent, capable and 
effective person” with whom he could work. Conveniently, Russia’s Constitution puts the prime minister in 
direct line to succeed the country’s president, should that job description prove too much for Mr. Putin’s 
successor to handle.

Mr. Putin has insisted all along that his goal was to create a Russia that is strong, modern and 
internationally respected. This crass political manipulation will have the opposite effect, weakening Russia 
in the eyes of the world and eventually its own citizens.

After the chaos of the first post-Communist years, Mr. Putin restored a measure of security and stability. He 
has also done serious damage to the country’s fragile democratic institutions, creating a powerful and 
secretive presidential bureaucracy, imposing authoritarian controls over government and the press, and 
turning the Parliament into a rubber stamp. In effect, he led Russia back to its historical dependence on one 
powerful leader, and he did this with the support of a large majority of the Russian people.

We cannot begrudge the Russians a measure of stability and prosperity after what they have gone through. 
But what they need now is to start building a true democracy on the basis of that stability and prosperity.

We hope Mr. Putin will rethink this cynical game. If he does run for Parliament, he could use his seat to 
share his experience and skills with a new political generation — but we doubt it. If his only intention is to 
hold on to power, then he will be proclaiming that institutions don’t matter, only the person manipulating 
them. Russia’s been there, too long. That is not what it needs now.

#8
The Next Prime Minister: Russia's Vladimir Putin nominates himself
Editorial
Washington Post, October 3, 2007 

DIPLOMATS AND Kremlinologists who have been worrying over the "transition" in Russia following the end 
of Vladimir Putin's term-limited mandate as president can relax: There probably won't be one. In a crudely 
orchestrated conference of his United Russia party Monday, Mr. Putin disclosed that he will head the party's 
list in December's parliamentary elections, and that taking the job of prime minister was "a realistic idea." He 
could do so, he said, provided that United Russia won the parliamentary elections and that the subsequent 
presidential election in March produced "a decent, effective and modern-thinking president with whom it 
would be possible to work." Those conditions won't be hard to meet: United Russia will surely capture a 
large majority with Mr. Putin at its head and the power of the state at its back, while every Russian knows 
that the next president will be, as a practical matter, chosen by Mr. Putin himself.

The prospect of Russia's nominally elected leader morphing into something more like a czar or Communist 
Party secretary general, with presumed lifetime tenure, will be welcomed by many Russians and even some 
Western governments that value "stability" above all in the Kremlin. Mr. Putin, his defenders point out, has 
professed a desire to be a responsible partner of the United States and the European Union and at times 
has acted the part. His attempt to restore Russia's clout as a world power and its dominion over its 
neighbors has been brazen but not wildly aggressive. But Mr. Putin's personal ambition means Russia will 
remain, like some of its Central Asian neighbors, a politically backward autocracy at a time when almost all 
of Europe has embraced democracy.

That includes half a dozen former republics of the former Soviet Union -- such as Ukraine, an independent 
nation of nearly 50 million that on Sunday held its third free election in less than three years. The result of 
the parliamentary voting was the opposite of the unanimous acclaim with which United Russia adopted Mr. 
Putin's platform the next day. Ukraine woke up to a muddle in which at least four and maybe as many as six 
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competing parties won seats, with none holding a clear majority. Weeks or months of tortuous negotiations 
may now ensue before the parliament elects a prime minister.

Mr. Putin, who tried and failed to manipulate a Ukrainian presidential election in 2004, clearly views Kiev's 
democratic politicking with contempt. Yet in many respects Ukraine is outstripping Russia: Its economy is 
growing almost as fast without the benefit of vast oil and gas exports, and it ranks ahead of Russia in 
openness to investment and governmental transparency as well as in personal freedom. Russia is going to 
have a much easier time than Ukraine installing its next prime minister. But Ukraine looks like it has a better 
chance to thrive in a world that -- however much Vladimir Putin might regret it -- is leaving strongmen 
behind.

#9
Putin plan: more democratic?
By Fred Weir
Christian Science Monitor, October 3, 2007

Moscow Not unlike Pakistan's Pervez Musharraf or Venezuela's Hugo Chávez, Russian president Vladimir 
Putin seems intent on extending his supreme power, even if his constitutional welcome is wearing thin.

Mr. Putin, who has repeatedly pledged to leave office when his second term expires next March, this week 
hinted that he may seek to become prime minister after stepping down as president.

Analysts say his immense popularity and his loyal political base would enable him to wield significant power 
in that post, while critics suggest he plans to modify the Constitution to weaken the presidency – effectively 
keeping his current role while switching titles.

Ironically, the net effect of such changes may be to democratize Russia's top-heavy political system and 
give parliament more say than it has had under either former President Boris Yeltsin or his chosen 
successor – Putin.

Under the current setup, the president nominates the prime minister and can dissolve the lower house of 
parliament, the State Duma, if it refuses to confirm his choice.

If Putin claims the top government job as leader of the majority party in parliament, United Russia, this could 
create checks and balances where none have previously existed. Putin paved the way for such a move this 
week by announcing he would run on United Russia's ticket in the December parliamentary elections. "It's 
strange that democratic reforms should be enacted just for the sake of a single person's wishes," says 
Alexei Mukhin, director of the Center for Political Information, an independent Moscow think tank. "But if 
Putin's plan goes ahead, we could see a double vector emerge in Russia's political system, with a strong 
prime minister and a strong president, where we previously had only a single one."

Putin to join United Russia party

Speaking to a conference of the United Russia party, a political colossus created in early 2001 by the 
Kremlin to tame the once-unruly State Duma, Putin announced that he will head the party's electoral list in 
parliamentary polls slated for Dec. 2. Asked if he would consider becoming prime minister later on, Putin 
responded that "heading the government is realistic, but it's too early to consider it."

That means Putin is leaving, but he's really going to stay, say critics. "Putin is setting things up so that he 
and his group will still be in power for a third term after the parliamentary and [March] presidential elections 
are over," says Sergei Ivanenko, deputy head of the liberal Yabloko party, which was squeezed out of 
parliament when United Russia swept the field in 2003. "We are against this, and all attempts to extend 
power," by undemocratic maneuvering, he says.
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But leaders of the United Russia party, which has blanketed Moscow in recent weeks with billboards 
reading: "Putin's Plan Is Russia's Triumph," were jubilant.

Putin's public popularity has seldom fallen below 70 percent since he entered the Kremlin almost 8 years 
ago, and was holding at 80 percent in August, according to the independent Levada Center in

Moscow.

"The fact that Vladimir Putin will go to elections together with the party gives us confidence that United 
Russia will be able to form a parliamentary majority faction in the fifth State Duma," Andrei Vorobyov, a top 
party official, told the independent Interfax news agency. Crucially, a two-thirds majority would enable the 
party to pass amendments to Russia's 1993 Constitution.

Mr. Mukhin confirms the likelihood of such amendments.

"We expect some constitutional changes that will strengthen the hand of the prime minister and weaken that 
of the president," he says. "Essentially, we shall see a president who concerns himself with foreign affairs 
and ceremonial head of state functions, while domestic policy will be handled by the government – which 
means Putin."

Russian law limits a president to two consecutive four-year terms of office, and Putin has insisted he will 
obey that rule.

But few precedents exist in Russian history for a supreme leader, at the height of his popularity and powers, 
to walk away from the job. Opinion surveys have shown that consistent majorities of Russians would prefer 
Putin to stay on as leader.

"There is a strong urge for stability among Russians," says Vyacheslav Belokrinitsky, a South Asia expert 
with the official Institute of Oriental Studies in Moscow. "The idea that Putin will still be around to steer the 
ship will be well received by the public. It solves the problem for him personally because, like other strong 
leaders, he probably can't imagine his own future not being in charge."

Speculation has long been rife that Putin might amend the Constitution to allow himself a third term – as 
post-Soviet leaders in neighboring Belarus and Kazakhstan have recently done – or find another way to 
hang on to his authority.

During his years in the presidency, Putin has largely recreated Russia's traditional top-down autocracy in 
which a single unchallengeable leader rules through a bureaucracy staffed with loyal officials. The scheme 
that's coming into focus, experts say, may see Putin move his power base from the Kremlin to the 
parliament, while taking most of his former presidential authority with him.

Putin is not alone in the world in his wish to remain at the center of political action.

Mr. Chávez has found a way to stay in power in Venezuela, where he enjoys strong support that spans all 
classes. He reformed the Constitution to lengthen the presidential term from five to six years, and then said 
an individual can be elected an unlimited number of times.

"A draft of an amended Constitution has been through two readings in the National Assembly," says Emil 
Taqbagyan, an expert with the official Institute of Latin American Studies in Moscow. "This is

Chávez's variant to prolong his plenary powers.

Mr. Musharraf, who will stand for reelection in Pakistan Saturday, is also "extremely reluctant to step away 
from the top spot," says Mr. Belokrinitsky of the Institute of Oriental Studies. "Sadly, this attitude is not 
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uncommon around the world. Here in the post-Soviet region as well there is an old tradition of hanging on to 
power to the bitter end."

Putin will remain 'grand chief'

The issue of who will be the next Russian president, which has preoccupied the country's political class for 
the past year, may now decline in importance. Putin has said there might be as many as five candidates in 
the coming March polls, including his newly appointed prime minister Viktor Zubkov.

Putin told the United Russia conference Monday that he hopes Russians will elect "a decent, competent, 
effective, modern person with whom it would be possible to work in tandem."

Some analysts say Putin's popularity is so great, and his team so firmly entrenched in power, that the 
projected switch to prime ministerial primacy might be accomplished without sweeping constitutional 
changes.

"Putin understands that power has become too concentrated, and he wants to take steps to correct that," 
says Sergei Markov, a Kremlin-connected analyst. As a result of this strategy, "power will become more 
widely distributed. But the Putin course will continue, and Putin himself, naturally, will remain one of the 
grand chiefs in the team that carries it out," he says.

#10
Russia says reached deal with Ukraine on gas debt 
By Natalya Zinets and Dmitry Zhdannikov 
Reuters, October 3, 2007 

KIEV/MOSCOW (Reuters) - Russia said on Wednesday it had reached a deal with Ukraine over a large gas 
debt after threatening to reduce supplies, but Kiev denied that it owed as much as the $1.3 billion cited by 
Moscow.

Analysts said the spat, which revived European fears over stability of gas flows, was politically motivated. 
Moscow issued the threat as votes were being counted from a parliamentary election in Ukraine that 
showed gains for pro-Western parties.

"We have reached an agreement to avoid such problems in the future," Dmitry Medvedev, Russian First 
Deputy Prime Minister and chairman of gas export monopoly Gazprom, said after meeting Ukraine Energy 
Minister Yuri Boiko.

Gazprom said Boiko had pledged to repay the debt before November to avoid a reduction in supply and to 
guarantee stable deliveries to Europe.

"European consumers won't suffer. European customers are in an absolutely comfortable situation," 
Medvedev was quoted by Russian agencies as saying. Gazprom's stock fell by 0.7 percent, in line with the 
broader market.

But in Kiev, Ukraine's Finance Minister Mykola Azarov questioned the size of the debt.

"The debt figure about which (Gazprom) is talking is out of the question, absolutely out of the question. With 
such huge volumes of deliveries -- 32 billion cubic meters (a year)... some issues in accounts may have 
arisen," he said.

Ukraine's election was meant to settle months of deadlock between pro-Western president Viktor 
Yushchenko and Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovich, seen as more sympathetic to Russia.
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ORANGE GAINS

Almost complete results showed big gains for the "orange" camp of ex-premier Yulia Tymoshenko. Her 
bloc, allied with pro-presidential party Our Ukraine just leads Yanukovich's Regions Party and its 
Communist supporters.

Yushchenko asked the rival parties to start negotiating on forming a coalition government. The process is 
likely to be drawn out.

Analysts saw Gazprom's move as a gesture of support for Yanukovich, suggesting he could best handle 
relations with Ukraine's larger neighbor and chief source of energy.

"The possibility that Tymoshenko will come back to take charge of Ukraine's government, appears likely to 
result in yet another stand-off with Gazprom," said Deutsche UFG brokerage.

Relations between the two countries cooled markedly when Tymoshenko was briefly premier in 2005, but 
on Wednesday she sounded a conciliatory note, blaming Yanukovich for incurring such a huge debt, which 
she said Ukraine must pay off.

Gazprom has repeatedly denied any political link.

"We will soon publish our first quarter financials. Analysts would have noticed a jump in debts owed to us. 
We needed to do something about it," Gazprom's spokesman Sergei Kupriyanov said.

Russian gas supply to the European Union, most of which goes across Ukraine, accounts for a quarter of 
the bloc's needs.

In January 2006, supplies in some EU countries fell by as much as 20 percent for a few days after Gazprom 
and Ukraine failed to agree new prices for imports.

The EU executive Commission, however, said it considered Gazprom a "reliable supplier" and welcomed 
the early warning it received of potential delivery problems. It invited Ukrainian and Russian energy 
companies for talks later this month.

Moscow-based analysts said they expected Gazprom and Ukraine to reach a compromise before the new 
year, when a new gas pricing contract is due to come into force.

"While a renewed conflict with Ukraine may raise concerns over Gazprom's ability to fulfill its export 
liabilities, we believe a resolution is likely to be imminent," said UralSib.

At the beginning of this year, Gazprom raised the price of gas imports to Ukraine to $130 per 1,000 cubic 
meters from $95. That price is still below the $260 and more that Ukraine's European Union neighbors pay.

(Additional reporting by Jeff Mason in Brussels)

#11
Ukrainian Prime Minister Reinvents Himself 
By Clifford J. Levy 
New York Times, September 30, 2007 

KIEV, Ukraine, Sept. 29 — Once a divisive figure reviled by some here as a shady reactionary and Kremlin 
pawn, Prime Minister Viktor F. Yanukovich has turned into arguably the nation’s most popular politician.



18

On the eve of critical parliamentary elections, Mr. Yanukovich now calls himself an anticorruption reformer 
who wants to move Ukraine closer to the West.

It is a remarkable transformation for a man who was often portrayed as the archvillain in the events 
surrounding this country’s Orange Revolution in 2004, beginning with the dioxin poisoning of his rival for 
president, Viktor A. Yushchenko, a mystery that has never been solved.

But Mr. Yanukovich has not done it all on his own. From an anonymous office off Kiev’s main square, a 
seasoned American political strategist who was once a senior aide in Senator Bob Dole’s Republican 
presidential campaign has labored for months on a Yanukovich makeover.

Though the strategist, Paul J. Manafort, has sought to remain behind the scenes, his handiwork has been 
evident in Mr. Yanukovich’s tightly organized campaign events, in his pointed speeches and in how he has 
presented himself to the world.

Mr. Manafort is by no means the only well-known American strategist lured to Kiev by the prospect of 
sizable fees and the chance to shape the course of a young and tumultuous democracy.

President Yushchenko’s party, Our Ukraine, has received advice from the firm run by Bill Clinton’s pollster, 
Stan Greenberg; from Stephen E. Schmidt, campaign manager for Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger of 
California; and from Neil Newhouse, a pollster who worked for Mitt Romney, the Republican presidential 
candidate, when he was Massachusetts governor.

Mr. Manafort’s goal is to change people’s opinions in advance of this Sunday’s voting, many of whom have 
long memories of Ukraine’s stormy 2004 presidential election.

Mr. Yushchenko suffered scarring on his face from the dioxin poisoning, but recovered enough to continue 
the 2004 campaign. He then lost to Mr. Yanukovich in balloting that was denounced as fraudulent by 
Western observers. Protests forced another election, which was won by Mr. Yushchenko.

Mr. Yanukovich seemed discredited, his political career in shambles. But last year, he made a startling 
comeback in parliamentary elections, aided in part by Mr. Manafort.

Mr. Yanukovich’s return came at Mr. Yushchenko’s expense. Once the hero of the Orange Revolution, Mr. 
Yushchenko has suffered a steep decline in popularity as the country has lurched through political crises 
since 2004.

His party is third in polls, after Mr. Yanukovich’s, the Party of Regions, and that of the former prime minister, 
Yulia V. Tymoshenko.

Prime Minister Yanukovich still has the bulk of a retired linebacker, but he has largely shed the coarse 
mannerisms that he picked up as an ex-convict turned party boss in the political free-for-all after the Soviet 
Union’s demise.

On the stump this week, Mr. Yanukovich has repeatedly declared that he is the only politician who can bring 
stability to a nation weary of political turmoil.

“I understand your dreams,” he told supporters at a rally, before echoing a line from former President Bill 
Clinton. “I feel your pain, and I share in your desire to make Ukraine a land of opportunity.”

He added, “I want you to know who I am, not who my opponents try to say that I am.”

Even Mr. Yanukovich’s adversaries acknowledge his success at recasting his image, though they say he 
remains at heart a Soviet-style autocrat. And they contend that he has recently shown flashes of his old 
ways, recklessly accusing other parties of planning to commit fraud.
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The changes that the American consultants bring to a relatively unsophisticated political culture can be seen 
in Mr. Yanukovich’s television commercials. The party’s advertisements used to feature Mr. Yanukovich 
lecturing to the camera, in Communist-era newscast style. Now they have a buoyant American sensibility, 
with Mr. Yanukovich strolling through sunny neighborhoods, surrounded by smiling Ukrainians of all ages.

Both the Yanukovich and Yushchenko camps, fearful of accusations of meddling by the United States, have 
sought to keep the American consultants out of the public eye, often asking them to sign confidentiality 
agreements. Most of the consultants would not comment or did not respond to messages.

Mr. Manafort, whose partner, Rick Davis, manages the presidential campaign of Senator John McCain, 
Republican of Arizona, said Thursday that he would not discuss his advice to Mr. Yanukovich or how much 
he is being paid. But Mr. Manafort said he believed that the prime minister was an outstanding leader who 
had been badly misunderstood.

“The West has not been willing to move beyond the cold war mentality and to see this man and the 
outreach that he has extended,” said Mr. Manafort, 58, who favors monogrammed dress shirts and has the 
looks of a network anchorman. He has worked for candidates around the world, including some, like the 
former Philippine president Ferdinand E. Marcos, with unsavory reputations.

All three political parties have struggled to engage a public that has grown jaded and apathetic after three 
years of political strife, caused in part by the constitutional structure of the government. The president and 
whoever has been prime minister have repeatedly fought over who makes powerful appointments and other 
important decisions.

What is more, election fatigue has set in, and geographic divides remain. Mr. Yanukovich’s base is in the 
Russian-speaking east of the country, while Mr. Yushchenko and Ms. Tymoshenko have more support in 
the Ukrainian-speaking west.

Mr. Yanukovich was introduced to Mr. Manafort by Rinat Akhmetov, a Yanukovich supporter and billionaire 
industrialist who is Ukraine’s richest man. Mr. Manafort was then advising Mr. Akhmetov on improving the 
image of his companies.

Borys V. Kolesnikov, Mr. Yanukovich’s campaign manager, said the party hired Mr. Manafort after 
identifying organizational and other problems in the 2004 elections, in which it was advised by Russian 
strategists.

“Americans for a long time have conducted elections, for a long time,” Mr. Kolesnikov said.

To undercut Mr. Yanukovich’s more polished campaign, his opponents have charged that oligarchs like Mr. 
Akhmetov are simply buying a better candidate.

“They are just packaging him in a new cover and educating him in some techniques to use,” said Hryhoriy 
Nemyria, a Tymoshenko adviser. “It’s the same Soviet and post-Soviet political culture.”

Mr. Manafort said such criticism was unfair, and he emphasized that his vision for Ukraine extended far 
beyond Sunday.

“I am not here just for the election,” he said. “I am trying to play a constructive role in developing a 
democracy. I am helping to build a political party.”
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#12
Orange Ukraine
Editorial 
Wall Street Journal October 2, 2007 

Another election in Ukraine, another marvel of post-Soviet democracy. We'll get to the outcome in a 
moment. Far more important was the spirited campaign, the free choice among various parties, high turnout 
and a result no one dare call illegitimate. All that's a far cry from the fledgling democracy next door in 
Russia, where next year's presidential election will almost certainly rubber stamp Vladmir Putin's choice.

Sunday's election vindicates the Orange Revolution of 2004 -- yet again. Since millions of ordinary 
Ukrainians rose up peacefully and won the right to choose their own leaders, it's become fashionable to 
declare this color revolution dead. The villain of 2004, pro-Russian politician Viktor Yanukovych, came back 
last year to become Prime Minister and led the polls ahead of Sunday's parliamentary polls. The popularity 
of 2004 hero, President Viktor Yushchenko, is sinking. Some Orange partisans are aghast.

The hand-wringing misses the point. The dramatic events of 2004 were about a lot more than particular 
personalities or policies. The Orange Revolution changed the rules of the political game. As we wrote then, 
Ukrainian rulers will think twice before daring to cheat their people out of a free press, debate and ballot. 
Nothing in the subsequent years and three elections makes us question this judgment. Messy politics -- also 
known as democracy -- hasn't made Ukraine harder to govern or hurt its economy, which grows at 7% a 
year. (Nearby Georgia, home to the rose revolution, is thriving as well.) No matter what Mr. Putin might like 
to claim, stability and freedom aren't mutually exclusive in this region.

In free societies, political fortunes rise and fall, and as results trickled in yesterday, neither Mr. Yanukovych 
nor Mr. Yushchenko appeared to have won. Instead, Yulia Tymoshenko, the glamorous former oligarch who 
played a big role in the Orange protests, emerged the clearest victor. Her eponymous block gained 10 
percentage points from the 2006 election, claiming 31.4% of the vote with nine-in-ten counted, two points 
behind Mr. Yanukovych's Party of the Regions. But Mr. Yushchenko's Our Ukraine was also up from the last 
poll, at 14.6%, setting the stage for the return of an Orange government. After mending fences with the 
President in recent weeks, Ms. Tymoshenko looks poised to form the next government, and Mr. 
Yanukovych may have to come to terms again with life in opposition.

The country doesn't lack for problems. The last time Ms. Tymoshenko held the Prime Minister's post, for 
less than eight months in 2005 before the President sacked her, her chaotic governing style soured 
Ukrainians on the Orange bloc. Assuming the two parties together claim a majority of seats in parliament, 
as looks likely, and are able to strike a coalition deal, a Prime Minister Tymoshenko will be asked to 
manage the economy, implement her stated anti-corruption and pro-Western agenda, and deal with a 
lingering constitutional dispute. The current constitution vaguely divides powers between the executive and 
legislative branches; a referendum may be called to settle it. Arguments over the constitution brought 
months of political deadlock this year and forced the early election. Ukraine can't afford more of the same.

Though its politics isn't always pretty, Ukraine continues to mock its obituarists. Divided between Russian-
and Ukrainian-speakers in east and west, the country was supposed to have split long ago, possibly 
violently, as the CIA predicted in the early 1990s. Its free-wheeling politics is, in fact, a source of strength. 
The U.S. and particularly Europe can continue to lend a guiding hand for this new state, with Brussels 
hopefully showing a bit more enthusiasm for Kiev's aspirations to join the bloc one day.

The hard work of building a functioning democracy is near complete in Ukraine. Sadly, that's yet to begin in 
Russia.
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#13
Rivals for Prime Minister Claim Victory in Ukraine 
By Clifford J. Levy 
New York Times, October 2, 2007 

KIEV, Ukraine, Oct. 1 — Leaders of the two main political parties in Ukraine both claimed victory on Monday 
in crucial parliamentary elections, but the vote appeared so tight that it could be many days before a new 
prime minister takes office.

Supporters of Yulia V. Tymoshenko, the former prime minister who was a stalwart of the Orange Revolution 
of 2004, insisted that the final tally would show that she was the victor. But her chief rival, Prime Minister 
Viktor F. Yanukovich, dismissed those statements as premature.

With no convincing winner in Sunday’s contests, the situation remained relatively unstable, especially given 
Ukraine’s recent history. Close elections in the past three years have produced political stalemates, large-
scale demonstrations, extended legal battles, back room maneuvering and accusations of voter fraud — all 
of which have left this nation ballot-weary.

Officials said late Monday night that with 93 percent of the votes counted, Mr. Yanukovich’s party had 34 
percent and Ms. Tymoshenko’s had 31 percent. But those numbers could fluctuate as polling places finish 
reporting.

Ms. Tymoshenko’s party said she would become prime minister again by reaching a deal with President 
Viktor A. Yushchenko’s party, which received 14 percent, rekindling an alliance that was triumphant in the 
Orange Revolution, but collapsed in acrimony later on.

But many of the areas that had not yet reported were strongholds for Mr. Yanukovich, indicating that his 
percentage might grow. Two or three minor parties appeared to have a chance of qualifying for Parliament, 
which could allow them to influence the choice of prime minister as the two main parties woo them as 
partners.

Associates of Ms. Tymoshenko complained Monday about the slow pace of the count in the areas loyal to 
Mr. Yanukovich, and they hinted of possible fraud. President Yushchenko announced that he was ordering 
an investigation.

Despite the complaints about the count, the elections on Sunday appeared to have been conducted fairly, 
competitively and without major problems, according to foreign observers, making it unusual for a republic 
of the former Soviet Union. It also contrasted with the presidential election that led to the Orange 
Revolution, which was annulled after observers reported widespread malfeasance.

The showing of Ms. Tymoshenko was a surprise, in that opinion polls before the election had her party 
trailing Mr. Yanukovich’s by as many as 10 percentage points.

On Sunday night she declared, “The victory of the democratic forces is final.”

On Monday, Mr. Yanukovich criticized Ms. Tymoshenko for presuming that she would be prime minister, 
saying that she was demonstrating her “political immaturity.”

“Any statement regarding a victory solely on the basis of exit poll predictions is irresponsible, unpersuasive 
and extremely cavalier,” he said.

The third-place showing of Mr. Yushchenko’s party reflected how far his popularity had slipped since the 
days of the Orange Revolution, when he won the presidency over Mr. Yanukovich. Ukraine has stumbled 
through political turmoil since, and the public tends to hold Mr. Yushchenko responsible.
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Mr. Yanukovich, whose political career was thought to be over after he lost the presidency in 2004, mounted 
an unexpected comeback last year with the help of an American political consultant, Paul J. Manafort. Once 
considered a hard-liner who favored close ties with Russia, Mr. Yanukovich has been campaigning as a 
reformer who wants to build relations with Europe.

Voter preferences in Ukraine have been largely based on regional divisions, with Mr. Yanukovich winning 
support in the Russian-speaking east and south of the country. Ms. Tymoshenko and Mr. Yushchenko are 
popular in the Ukrainian-speaking west.

#14
Ukraine leader wants feuding parties to talk on govt 
By Ron Popeski
Reuters, October 3, 2007

KIEV (Reuters) - President Viktor Yushchenko ordered Ukraine's feuding parties on Wednesday to strike a 
deal on a post-election government, a move likely to aggravate a political deadlock that has stalled 
economic reforms.

The president's comments, as the vote count drew to a close, implied stability could be reached only 
through a political understanding between his allies from the "Orange Revolution" and his rival, Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovich.

His statement ran counter to comments in the final stages of the campaign that he favored a coalition only 
of pro-Western allies behind the 2004 revolution that swept him to power.

The president had reconciled with former prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko, a key figure in that 2004 
upheaval, a few days before Sunday's poll, which was aimed at ending a year of bickering that had 
hamstrung government policy-making.

"We can achieve political stability from a political understanding between the three key political players --
the Regions Party, the Tymoshenko bloc and Our Ukraine," the President told reporters outside his office.

Tymoshenko said she would not countenance any deal involving Yanukovich.

Yanukovich, defeated by the president in the revolution, heads the Regions Party. The president is backed 
by Our Ukraine while the Tymoshenko bloc is led by his fiery former prime minister with whom he might now 
find himself once more at odds.

With more than 99 percent of the vote counted, Regions Party had 34.3 percent and its Communist Party 
ally 5.4. The Tymoshenko bloc had polled 30.8 and Our Ukraine 14.2 percent.

Both sides have claimed victory and the right to form a government. As votes were being counted in Kiev, 
Russia threatened to reduce gas supplies to Ukraine in a move analysts said was politically motivated.

The prime minister, regarded as more sympathetic to Moscow, welcomed Yushchenko's move and said it 
could lead to the formation of a long-touted "broad coalition" between the parties of the two rivals to bridge 
the gap between Ukraine's nationalist west and Russian-speaking east.

"The Regions Party has consistently backed the necessity of consolidating political forces and formation of 
a broad coalition," he said in a statement.

TYMOSHENKO REJECTS ANY DEAL WITH PM
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Tymoshenko was adamant Yanukovich could be no part of any coalition. "We hereby state that cooperation 
and partnership between the democratic forces and the Regions Party can be developed only if the Regions 
Party is in opposition," she said in a statement on her Internet site.

Yushchenko had long discounted the notion of a "broad coalition," but never ruled it out completely. In his 
statement, he said it was up to the three groups to decide who would form the government and who would 
go into opposition.

"My main message to these political forces is to start political talks in order to form the basis of a majority in 
the Ukrainian parliament and the government and determine the relations between forces in government 
and opposition."

Tymoshenko became prime minister after the president's 2004 victory in the aftermath of weeks of "orange" 
protests, but she was sacked less than eight months later amid infighting.

Yanukovich bounced back and became prime minister thanks to a parliamentary election last year, after 
signing a deal with the president intended to keep his pro-Western goals intact.

Some analysts said the president's latest move was typical of his penchant over two years in power to seek 
compromises.

"The president has decided to show that he is above the fray, that the formation of a coalition is a matter 
strictly for parliament with him as supreme arbiter," said Oleksander Lytvynenko, an analyst at the 
Razumkov think tank.

"This is Yushchenko wanting to distance himself from the political fight -- and dissociate himself from 
coalition talks."

#15
Ukraine Jews expect little to change following election 
By Vladimir Matveyev
JTA, October 3, 2007

KIEV, Ukraine (JTA) -- Ukraine’s third national ballot in three years may do little to resolve its political 
instability or the disappointment many Ukrainian Jews feel in the political process.

Nevertheless, the Jews in this former Soviet republic generally say they do not fear for their safety.

“I am disillusioned with politics and I’m tired, but I’m voting in favor of democracy,” Georgy Tzeitlin, a Jewish 
programmer, said Sunday, echoing the twin feelings of hope and hopelessness shared by many voters 
taking part in the Sept. 30 parliamentary elections.

“The new coalition also will not be stable, but I’m casting my vote for European standards of life and 
morality," he said.

Twenty political parties ran in the elections, which were called early by President Viktor Yuschenko to put an 
end to the long-running power struggle between himself and Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovich, his major 
rival.

Yanukovich is seen as more sympathetic to Russia, while Yuschenko is viewed as a Western-style 
reformer.

Two days after the election, it was still unclear who would be able to form the new ruling coalition.
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Yanukovich’s Party of Regions was slightly ahead of the bloc of former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, a 
hero of the 2004 Orange Revolution and a former Yuschenko ally.

Even if Yanukovich ultimately proves the largest vote-getter, Tymoshenko vowed that her bloc would be 
able to form the new government by aligning with Yuschenko’s Our Ukraine-People’s Self-Defense Party, 
which trailed well behind the other two parties.

Two other parties passed the 3 percent threshold required to win representation in the 450-seat Ukrainian 
parliament: the Communists and a centrist bloc headed by former parliamentary speaker Vladimir Lytvyn.

Some Jewish observers and leaders say the election is unlikely to shift the balance of power drastically or 
resolve the key issue of who is in charge of this nation of 47 million.

“The elections are an extension of the battle for power between the president and the prime minister and 
the various groups they represent,” said Rabbi Yakov Dov Bleich, one of Ukraine's chief rabbis. “The 
situation won't be essentially different in the parliament.”

Society as a whole -- the Jewish community included -- is growing increasingly apathetic and disillusioned 
as promises made during the Orange Revolution that propelled Yuschenko to power in 2004 appear to have 
faded.

“I don't trust any of them," said Aleksandr Muravyov, 19. "They just talk, talk and talk, but do not keep their 
promises.”

No political party specifically courted the Jewish vote, which tended to mirror the general population in each 
region.

As the campaign moved into its final days, it appeared that as in the '04 and '06 elections, the Ukrainian-
speaking Jews in western and central Ukraine favored Timoshenko’s BYuT bloc and Yuschenko's Our 
Ukraine, while the Russian-speaking eastern part of the country supported Yanukovich and the 
Communists.

“Ukrainians, including Jews, historically are divided between European and Eurasian identities," said Josef 
Zissels, the leader of Va’ad Ukraine, a Jewish umbrella group that openly backed Yuschenko during the 
Orange Revolution. “This division of civilizations is at the core of the political conflict.”

Other Jewish leaders blame Yuschenko for the current political crisis, saying he failed to follow through on 
promised reforms.

“The core of the crisis is Yuschenko’s weakness,” Bleich said.

Despite the continued influence of the country’s geographic and linguistic division, Sunday’s contest 
focused primarily on bread-and-butter issues: poverty, corruption and potholes.

Ukrainian Jews are suffering from rising tariffs on electricity, gas and heating utility services. Despite a 
booming economy -- 7 percent growth is forecast for this year -- many Ukrainians struggle to make ends 
meet.

That leads many Jewish voters, especially the elderly, to vote for what they see as the “stability” of the Party 
of Regions and other left-wing, or pro-Russian, candidates, who favor a return to the planned economy and 
centralized control of the past.

"People of my generation live poorly, and many Jews like me will vote for Regions or other left-wing 
parties," said Gilyariy Lyapitzky, a Jewish activist and pensioner from Kiev.
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Some Jews, however, told JTA last week they planned to stay away from the polls, choosing not to 
participate in elections they felt would bring little change.

“The choice is between apples and apples. I’m going to vote against all of them," said Igor Desner, an 
activist in the Vinnitzkaya Jewish community. "The Jewish community continues to flourish in Ukraine 
irrespective of who is president or premier.”

Violent attacks on Jews are frequent in Ukraine, and few investigations lead to arrests or successful 
prosecutions. The perceived lack of adequate reaction worries some.

“Ukrainian authorities and society in general are too accepting of interethnic intolerance and hatred,” said 
Rabbi Meir Stambler, head of the Board of the Federation of Jewish Communities in Ukraine.

In the latest incident on Sept. 28, Sevastopol’s chief rabbi, Benjamin Wolf, was attacked and badly beaten 
on his way to Friday-night prayers by a group of middle-aged assailants who shouted anti-Semitic threats.

Still, Jewish leaders believe overall that the community will remain mostly safe and still grow.

“The election is unlikely to shift the balance of power in the country," Stambler said, "and the Jewish 
community will continue to develop.”


