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TO: NCSJ Leadership and Interested Parties 

FROM: Edward B. Robin, Chairman; Lesley Israel, NCSJ President; Mark B. Levin, NCSJ Executive Director

In Brief

Dear Friend,

We are just weeks away from the annual NCSJ Board of Governors meeting and the special events commemorating the 
40th anniversary of the Soviet Jewry movement and the 20th anniversary of the Freedom Sunday March for Soviet Jews in 
Washington, D.C.

All three events are scheduled for Tuesday, December 11, in Washington, D.C. The Board Meeting will take place from 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m., in our offices, at 2020 K Street, NW, in the seventh floor conference room. The first 
commemorative event, a Symposium entitled “From Oppression and Isolation, to Freedom and Rebirth: The Past, Present, 
and Future of the Soviet Jewry Movement” is also in our conference room. Later that evening, a reception and exhibit 
highlighting the history of the movement and the March will take place on Capitol Hill, in the Senate Russell Office Building. 
If you are interested in attending any of these programs, please contact the NCSJ office at NCSJinfo@ncsj.org or 202-898-
2500.

I am also pleased to report that last Friday, the U.S. Senate joined the House of Representatives in recognizing the Soviet 
Jewry anniversaries via a commemorative resolution. The resolution was introduced by Senator Joseph Lieberman and 
many of his colleagues. For the text and full list of co-sponsors, please visit our web site, www.ncsj.org.

In this week’s update there is a JTA article on how the American Jewish community was transformed by its support for 
Soviet Jews. It contains many moving first-hand reminiscences from long-time activists. It also reminds us what the 
American Jewish community can accomplish when we are united.

Also included in the update are stories on the problems the Organization on Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
faces with the Russian government. The OSCE remains an important vehicle to confront concerns about human rights and 
democratization in Europe. During the Soviet era, our movement was able to utilize the OSCE Accords to push Soviet 
authorities to permit increased emigration and greater internal freedoms. Some human rights activists have even suggested 
that it was not just the best resource, but the only real resource that was available to confront the Soviets.

Today, it appears that the Russian government and a few other OSCE member nations want to curtail the OSCE’s abilities 
to address election monitoring, the role of NGOs and other related issues. The NGO community must counter this diminution 
from occurring. In the last few years, the Jewish community has worked with the OSCE on a number of issues, including the 
problem of global anti-Semitism.

It is important to remember and commemorate our past accomplishments, while not forgetting the important and relevant 
issues that confront our Jewish communities in the former Soviet union and around the world.

I hope everyone has an enjoyable Thanksgiving holiday.

Sincerely,

 Mark B. Levin
 Executive Director
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#1
Georgia Leader Calls Early Election to Decide His Fate 
New York Times, November 9, 2007 
By C. J. Chivers 

MOSCOW, Nov. 8 — The president of Georgia, Mikheil Saakashvili, on Thursday called for a special 
presidential election on Jan. 5, saying he would test whether he retained a mandate a day after a police 
crackdown and clashes with opposition demonstrators led the government to declare a state of emergency.

Mr. Saakashvili said a referendum would also be held on Jan. 5 to determine the timing of parliamentary 
elections, which the opposition had demanded for next spring.

Mr. Saakashvili’s surprise announcement was an effort to alleviate the domestic unrest and international 
concern after the police action in Tbilisi, the country’s capital, and the suspension of civil liberties. The 
president also said the state of emergency would end soon.

More than 500 people were injured in the crackdown and clashes, none fatally, the government said. In the 
aftermath, public assembly was banned by the emergency order and two opposition television stations were 
forced off the air.

One of the stations, Imedi TV, carried the country’s most popular news programs; it was occupied by 
special forces officers. The government accused it of inciting unrest after it broadcast a statement from one 
of its owners, Badri Patarkatsishvili, calling for the end of Mr. Saakashvili’s government.

Newspapers and foreign news broadcasts were not available in the capital on Thursday, and the police 
filled the streets. Residents wondered whether their country, a young and fragile democracy in a turbulent 
corner of the former Soviet Union, would backslide into authoritarian rule.

Appearing on national television at 7 p.m., three hours after calling the American ambassador in Tbilisi and 
notifying him of his plans for snap elections, Mr. Saakashvili defended the police action and expressed a 
degree of regret.

He said he had been forced to act against a plot by Russia to destabilize Georgia and threaten its 
independence and experiment in democracy. The president insisted that he was protecting the country, not 
his own power.

“My chair is worth nothing to me; we care about countries, not chairs,” he said. “Demand, and you will 
receive. You demanded early elections. Here they are: early elections. Come and decide who you want to 
vote for.

“I do not want to be the president of a country that limits mass media and that declares emergency rule,” he 
added. “I can only rule the country if I have a renewed mandate from the people.”

He called on international organizations to send as many election observers as possible to ensure that the 
campaign and the voting would be fair.

Russia has denied playing a role in the protests, which Mr. Saakashvili has said were coordinated in part by 
Russian intelligence officers working with several opposition leaders.

“This is nothing but an attempt to cover their own helplessness in resolving internal problems,” Mikhail 
Kamynin, Russia’s Foreign Ministry spokesman, said on Russian television.
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Relations between the Kremlin and Georgia, which was occupied for decades by the Soviet Union, are 
bitter. Mr. Saakashvili, in his nearly four years in office, has made membership in NATO and the European 
Union among his top foreign policy goals, and has eagerly developed relations with the United States.

Mr. Saakashvili’s announcement effectively shaved nearly a year off his term, and was a sharp shift from his 
refusal to change election dates or compromise with opposition demands.

The government clearly hoped that the announcement would shift the opposition from a protest stance to a 
campaign stance, and that it would demonstrate to voters and Georgia’s international allies that Mr. 
Saakashvili was committed to democracy and had not chosen an autocratic path.

Although it was not clear whether his concession would calm the anger among Georgia’s citizens after the 
events of the previous day, the declaration of a special election was cheered by opposition leaders, who 
called it a vindication of their protests.

“Saakashvili, I think, understood when he woke up that he basically fought against the whole country,” Tina 
Khidasheli, a leader of the Republican Party, one of the many parties in the opposition movement, said. “I 
think that is what broke him finally: the reaction of the people.”

There has not been an opposition politician in Georgia of Mr. Saakashvili’s stature since he rose to power. 
But opponents said that he had severely miscalculated with the crackdown, and that voters would reject him 
on Jan. 5. “I believe he is done,” Ms. Khidasheli said.

Mr. Patarkatsishvili, the co-owner of Imedi TV and widely seen as Georgia’s wealthiest man, cautioned the 
opposition and its supporters against overconfidence. He issued a statement from outside the country 
warning that much remained uncertain about how the election would be conducted, and predicted that Mr. 
Saakashvili’s government would prevent prominent candidates from seeking office.

One Western diplomat said that while Mr. Saakashvili’s future as president was not guaranteed, he 
appeared for the moment to remain the country’s pre-eminent politician. The diplomat expressed relief that 
Mr. Saakashvili had offered a political solution to the crisis.

“As I understand it, this was the result of a lot of discussion within the government,” the diplomat said by 
telephone; he spoke on condition of anonymity in keeping with diplomatic protocol. “There is obviously a 
calculated risk here. But he has reversed course.”

Witnesses, diplomats, journalists and demonstrators described a frightening clampdown on Wednesday, as 
the riot police used tear gas, rubber bullets, batons and water cannon to chase demonstrators from the 
streets of Tbilisi. There were reports and video recordings of the police beating demonstrators who offered 
no resistance and of demonstrators in custody or prone on the ground. The police also attacked some of the 
journalists on the streets, and seized or destroyed their equipment.

The United Nations, NATO, the European Union and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe expressed concern about the country’s descent into official violence or the imposition of a state of 
emergency. Thomas Hammarberg, the commissioner for human rights of the Council of Europe’s 
Parliamentary Assembly, denounced the crackdown.

“My reaction is that, obviously, according to the reports we have received, there was excessive use of 
violence by the police against the demonstrators,” he said by telephone.

Shota Utiashvili, a senior official in the Interior Ministry, said the ministry planned to investigate accusations 
of police misconduct and brutality once the state of emergency was lifted.
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#2
Crisis in Georgia 
The United States has no reason to tolerate Mikheil Saakashvili's violation of democratic order. 
Editorial 
Washington Post, November 13, 2007 

IN RESPONDING to a government-imposed state of emergency in Pakistan, the United States has to 
balance its belief in democracy against other weighty interests, such as securing the country's nuclear 
weapons against Islamic extremists. In Georgia, a small Caucasian country whose president imposed a 
similar state of emergency last week, the calculus is far simpler. Though it hosts an oil pipeline of moderate 
importance to the West, Georgia has attracted the attention, aid and patronage of the Bush administration 
over the past four years mainly because of its embrace of liberal democracy. Its "Rose Revolution" was an 
example for other former Soviet republics, while Russia's blatant efforts to bully and subvert the fledgling 
government won Georgia widespread sympathy.

In one rash and unnecessary move, Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili has squandered much of that 
goodwill. Responding to several days of peaceful opposition demonstrations in the capital, Tbilisi, he 
launched a crackdown that left hundreds of people injured by riot police. Two television stations were 
closed, and a couple of opposition leaders have been forced out of the country. Following sharp 
international criticism, including from the Bush administration, Mr. Saakashvili subsequently announced that 
he would advance the presidential election to Jan. 5. But as of yesterday, he had still not lifted the state of 
emergency or taken other steps needed to restore confidence in his democratic intentions.

U.S. officials have been pressing Mr. Saakashvili to act. If he does not respond in the coming days, the 
Bush administration should suspend all aid and cancel a planned visit by the Georgian president to the 
White House next month.

Georgia has been perhaps the foremost beneficiary of Mr. Bush's "freedom agenda." The administration 
has provided the government with special advisers, trained and equipped its army, and enrolled it in the 
Millennium Challenge Account, a program that provides aid to developing countries. Mr. Bush visited Tbilisi 
in 2005 to hail the new democracy, and his administration has spent considerable diplomatic capital 
defending it from Russian aggression and promoting it to European allies as a future member of NATO. 
Along the way, the administration chose to overlook Mr. Saakashvili's consolidation of presidential power 
and did not press hard enough for reforms that would institutionalize democracy by strengthening the 
judiciary, parliament and opposition parties.

Those reforms now must be at the center of U.S. engagement with Georgia. Mr. Saakashvili's promise of a 
presidential election is inadequate; far more important is the early scheduling of a new vote for parliament 
that could allow opposition parties more influence. The United States should offer aid and training to 
responsible opposition groups and promote more independent media. Exiled leaders should be allowed to 
return home without facing criminal charges. Mr. Saakashvili should understand that he faces a stark 
choice: He can continue to build democracy as a U.S. ally, or he can isolate his country from the West.
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#3
Georgia's Leap Backward 
By Anne Applebaum 
Op-ed 
Washington Post, November 13, 2007 

The French Revolution had its Jacobins; the Russian Revolution erupted in Red Terror. The peaceful 
revolutions of more recent years weren't supposed to produce violent counterrevolutions. But now one of 
them has.

Indeed, in a single week, the president of Georgia -- Mikheil Saakashvili, or "Misha" to his friends --
probably did more damage to American "democracy promotion" than a dozen Pervez Musharrafs ever could 
have done. After all, no one expected much in the way of democracy from Pakistan. But a surprising 
amount was expected of Georgia -- a small, clannish, mountainous country wedged between Russia and 
Turkey -- expectations that have now vanished in the crowds of riot police and clouds of tear gas that 
Saakashvili sent pouring out over the streets of Tbilisi, breaking up street demonstrations there last 
Wednesday. Bruce Jackson, president of the Project on Transitional Democracies, put it best: "Even for 
those of us who work professionally with self-destructive countries, this was an exceptionally bad day."

It is true that Georgia never attracted hordes of enthusiastic Western groupies (let alone the actors and 
models who flock to Hugo ChÂ¿vez's Venezuela) of the sort I described last week. Full-time Georgia 
watchers, a small but hardy group, have long had serious doubts about "Misha," a man of whom amazing 
tales -- variously involving wine, women, temper tantrums, even Ferris wheels -- are told.

Nevertheless, during his visit to Tbilisi two years ago, the American president did go out on a limb, praising 
his Georgian counterpart for "building a democratic society . . . where a free press flourishes, a vigorous 
opposition is welcome, and unity is achieved through peace." Now that Saakashvili's goons have not only 
broken up public demonstrations with tear gas but also smashed up a private television station largely 
owned by Rupert Murdoch (not, one would think, the best way to attract positive international media 
coverage), that speech sounds not just naive and premature but usefully idiotic, to paraphrase Lenin. That 
George Bush has made no comment about Georgia at all this week is a disgrace.

For it was not merely predictable that Georgia would somehow go wrong, it was a certainty: Just about all 
revolutions, even peaceful ones, somehow go wrong. In the decade following 1989, for example, 
communists were elected to power in pretty much every Central European country.

Over the subsequent decade, however, many of these same communist parties were voted out again; 
meanwhile, the rest of the region's politicians gradually grew more competent, and more predictable. Over 
the long term, then, the question is not whether the revolution goes wrong but how it goes wrong, and how 
long it takes to fix itself. Georgia has achieved many things in the past few years -- investment is up, 
economic growth is up, the infrastructure is recovering from its post-Soviet collapse -- but a tradition of 
peaceful exchange of power has not been established. Democracy is not a single moment -- one revolution 
and presto, everything changes -- but a procedure, a course of development that Georgia had yet to 
complete. Despite Georgia's achievement in overthrowing the Soviet-style political and economic 
nomenklatura that had run the country since 1991, it was too early to declare "mission accomplished" there. 
Unfortunately, we did.

Many excuses can be made for Georgia, and Saakashvili has already made most of them. Clearly, the 
country's geography doesn't bode well for a peaceful evolution to democracy, and the timing isn't great 
either: This is not the early 1990s, when Russia was looking inward and the West had nothing better to do 
than think up interesting ways to integrate Eastern Europeans. There is no question that the Putin regime 
has used every tool at its disposal to undermine Saakashvili, from economic boycotts to separatist 
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movements to military threats. Nevertheless, for Saakashvili to accuse the entire political opposition --
critical journalists, street demonstrators and all -- of collaborating with Russia is not credible. Besides, 
whatever problems you have, you clearly don't solve them by smashing television equipment.

Ironically, all of this has disturbing echoes of another mistake made by another American president, not that 
long ago, in the same part of the world. Over and over again throughout the 1990s, Bill Clinton told Boris 
Yeltsin he was a democrat. In one summit after another, the American president praised the Russian 
president as an example. Even as Yeltsin shot up his parliament, revived the KGB and started the 
repressive processes that culminated in the selection of Vladimir Putin as his successor, the American 
government kept using the words "democracy" and "free markets" about Russia, hoping it would all come 
out right.

It didn't. Picking democratic "friends," it seems, is no easier than picking winning horses. We'd be better off 
building institutions, not egos. I hope that next time we will.

#4
Georgia's Future Looks Like More of the Past 
By Clifford J. Levy 
New York Times, November 15, 2007 

TBILISI, Georgia, Nov. 14 - Educated in America, fluent in four languages and in the values of free-market 
democracies, Mikheil Saakashvili was supposed to have been different. When he was elected president of 
Georgia after a bloodless revolution in 2003, he was deemed a savior for the post-Soviet landscape, as if he 
had been conjured by a committee of Washington think tanks and European human rights groups.

Yet this week, with Georgia under a state of emergency after his government quashed a large 
demonstration and violently shut an opposition television station, Mr. Saakashvili seemed, even in the eyes 
of some steadfast supporters, to be ruling with the willfulness of the very autocrats that he once so 
disdained. Was his true temperament showing, or had the burdens and realities of office somehow changed 
him?

Georgia has in recent years taken on a prominence far greater than its small size would otherwise merit, in 
large part because under Mr. Saakashvili, it had been considered a model for countries trying to shed 
decades of despotism and decay.

Now, Mr. Saakashvili has begun to draw comparisons to a leader who has chosen a different path to lift his 
nation: President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, Georgia's neighbor, former overlord and, these days, frequent 
adversary. The Georgian government's announcement on Wednesday that it would cancel the state of 
emergency on Friday appeared unlikely to wipe away the stain on the reputation of Mr. Saakashvili, who is 
only 39 and is known as Misha.

''I think that Misha tends toward the authoritarian,'' said Scott Horton, a human rights lawyer in the United 
States who taught Mr. Saakashvili when he was a student at Columbia Law School in the mid-1990s, later 
hired him at a law firm in New York and has remained friendly with him. ''I would put it this way: there is a 
remarkable similarity between Misha and Putin, in terms of their attitudes about presidential prerogatives 
and authority,'' Mr. Horton said. Like Mr. Putin, he added, Mr. Saakashvili has marginalized Parliament and 
taken to belittling the opposition.

Mr. Horton said he did not believe that Georgia -- a former Soviet republic that lies in the Caucasus, at the 
crossroads of Europe and Asia -- was turning into a dictatorship or that Mr. Saakashvili was as harsh as Mr. 
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Putin. Still, in Tbilisi and in the West, the question being debated among Mr. Saakashvili's allies was 
whether he had become another strongman in a region of them.

Matthew J. Bryza, a senior American diplomat who was here this week to try to persuade Mr. Saakashvili to 
lift the state of emergency, told reporters that he was sympathetic to the pressures that Mr. Saakashvili had 
to bear. But Mr. Bryza then went on to say that Mr. Saakashvili's closing of the opposition television station 
''sent shock waves'' through Washington.

Washington had been a place where Mr. Saakashvili had thrived in recent years, becoming a regular on the 
policy speech circuit and in the halls of government. He was so popular among officials who wanted to hear 
of his successes -- the fight against corruption, the strong economic growth, the judicial reform -- that he 
joked that he could turn more heads walking through Congress than Britney Spe-rs.

In recent days, with characteristic brashness, Mr. Saakashvili has lashed back, contending that a fragile 
Georgian democracy was severely threatened by the opposition protests, that Russia was trying to 
destabilize the country and that the television station was advocating the overthrow of the government. The 
station, Imedi, remains closed, and officials said Wednesday that a court had pulled its license, responding 
to a request by prosecutors.

The president noted that soon after he declared the state of emergency, he also called for early presidential 
elections in January, thereby ensuring that the opposition would have a chance to make its case.

''Before anyone starts discussing which eccentric, authoritarian or, what is more, dictatorial ruler the 
Georgian president resembles, I would like to remind you that I am the president of Georgia who is reducing 
his own first presidential term of his own free will,'' he said in a speech to the nation. ''And I am resorting to 
what is unprecedented in our region and in most of the world's countries.''

Mr. Saakashvili's advisers said it was unfair to lob criticism from the West, where politicians and journalists 
of all stripes generally understood the importance of acting within certain boundaries to preserve 
democracy. In this rough part of the word, they said, political dirty tricks and intrigue are the norm. (Mr. 
Saakashvili has said the opposition has accused him of everything from murders to ''nearly eating babies.'')

What is more, the advisers said, even as the government faces an irresponsible opposition, it is also
grappling with two separatist regions on the Russian border that are receiving aid from Moscow and are 
always on the brink of stoking a full-blown armed conflict. ''It is more easy to see things in a stereotype 
way,'' said Giga Bokeria, a member of Parliament and a close ally of the president. ''Here is the president, 
he didn't like the demonstration, he cracked down, he closed the television stations he didn't like. That is the 
end of democracy. This is the comfortable position, but it is not the truth.''

The opposition says Mr. Saakashvili has duped Georgians and Westerners into believing he was a 
democrat. Salome Zourabichvili, a former foreign minister in Mr. Saakashvili's government who has become 
an opposition leader, said Mr. Saakashvili was intolerant of criticism and unwilling to share power. ''Their 
attitude is, 'We are the majority and hence we know what are the good decisions, and we don't have to 
explain our decisions,''' she said. ''This is a very Bolshevik attitude of the mind. I am not saying that we are 
living in a Bolshevik country, but that is a mind-set that is the old style and not the democratic way of looking 
at things.''

''At least everybody knows what Putin is and nobody is mistaken about Putin,'' she said.

But Mr. Bokeria called such views absurd.

''From a distance, with all of the propaganda machines against us, it looks very bad,'' he said. ''And it takes 
time to understand the sequence of events, the dynamic. But he is the same democrat as he was.''
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#5
As Georgia Moves to End Emergency, Visiting Envoy Presses U.S. Agenda
By Tara Bahrampour 
Washington Post, November 16, 2007

TBILISI, Georgia, Nov. 15 -- When visiting State Department official Matthew J. Bryza appeared on 
Georgia's state television Wednesday night, much of the country tuned in, in part because there wasn't 
much else to watch.

The country's main opposition TV station had been off the air for seven days, shut down in the middle of a 
program after President Mikheil Saakashvili declared a state of emergency to stem anti-government 
protests. Outside, riot police had chased residents through the streets with billy clubs in the former Soviet 
republic that President Bush has called "a beacon of democracy."

The United States and other allies of Georgia had recoiled at what seemed authoritarian tactics. So last 
weekend, the State Department sent Bryza -- a deputy assistant secretary, avowed Georgiaphile and old 
friend of Saakashvili -- to try to cool the fires and end a major embarrassment for U.S. efforts to seed 
democracy abroad.

Addressing the Georgian public, Bryza used state TV to urge his hosts to reopen private stations. "A 
cornerstone of democracy is that all TV stations should remain open," he said.

Everything Bryza has done here has been big news in a country where many people view friendship with 
the United States as a ticket to peace and prosperity. Shuttling among government ministers, opposition 
leaders and executives from a shuttered TV station, he has pushed for dialogue, pressed for the state of 
emergency to be lifted and stressed the importance of a free media, especially in advance of a presidential 
election set for Jan. 5.

On Thursday, the Georgian Parliament voted to lift the state of emergency starting Friday, but the main 
opposition TV station will remain off the air, facing criminal charges of having tried to foment the 
government's overthrow.

Bryza said in an interview that he applied no pressure or threats against Saakashvili's government but tried 
instead to talk friend to friend.

"Georgia has a chance to become an example for many other people who have the same ambitions for 
political and economic freedom that Georgians have," he said, explaining his mission here after lunch with 
the mayor of Tbilisi, the Georgian capital. "To put it in another way, if democracy can't flourish in Georgia, 
where else in this expanded part of the world can it?"

Bryza said that for the United State, the 2003 uprising known as the Rose Revolution had offered a new 
kind of alliance in the region, bringing to power people who shared U.S. values, had studied at American 
universities and spent time in Washington. "Suddenly we had in power the most pro-reform government we 
had ever experienced in the former Soviet Union," he said.

Assistance poured in in volumes disproportionate to Georgia's tiny size -- the country received $300 million 
over five years under the U.S. government's Millennium Challenge Corp. program, even before it had met 
all the criteria of openness, Bryza said. The United States increased energy, infrastructure and military 
assistance begun under the previous president, Eduard Shevardnadze. Georgia has returned the favor with 
close collaboration with the United States, including sending troops to Iraq.
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Standing before cheering crowds on a state visit in 2005, the first by an American president, Bush made his 
"beacon of democracy" statement; Tbilisi named a main road after him.

Saakashvili has cleaned up a corrupt police force, fixed roads, reduced power outages and opened the 
country to wide-ranging foreign investment. "This guy did a miracle; he took the country from ruins," Temuri 
Yakobashvili, executive vice president of the Georgian Foundation for Strategic and International Studies, 
said of Saakashvili. "Now we're not talking about if Georgia is a failed state or not. We are talking about the 
level of democracy."

But many Georgians felt left behind by rapid pro-business restructuring. Some felt that Saakashvili was 
concentrating power in the presidency and treating critics as agents of Russia, which has been trying to 
reestablish influence here, and charged that the Americans tended to turn a blind eye to his failings.

"They didn't want to hear anything negative about Georgia; we always hear about how it's the only real 
success story of U.S. foreign policy under Bush's government," said Mamuka Tsereteli, professor of 
international relations at American University in Washington and executive director of the America-Georgia 
Business Council. "Because they thought that once a leader is pro-Western and pro-American, they think 
that everyone below him will be pro-Western and pro-American."

Bryza said U.S. officials are well aware that many Georgians feel disaffected. "We've thought for a long time 
that it's very important for the president here to reconnect with the population," he said.

Some critics have suggested making U.S. aid more directly tied to democratic processes. Aside from the 
Millennium Challenge money, American aid has been largely free of conditions, said Jonathan Kulick, 
director of studies at the Georgian Foundation for Strategic and International Studies.

Bryza said that putting conditions on aid wouldn't be necessary if elections were free and fair and media 
outlets were restored. "I hope we're going to end up in a place where everything works out. If it doesn't, then 
we'll take another look at it. . . . And if this place is off-track, in terms of democracy, then relationships will 
change."

On Tuesday night, Bryza met with Saakashvili, a 39-year-old Columbia University-educated lawyer. At the 
meeting, which included members of the president's inner circle, Bryza said, the two old friends "went off to 
the side for a while, drank some wine, talked about life." He described the president's mood as reflective, 
adding that for Saakashvili, recent events had been "a wake-up call."

"Now, I think the leadership sees, 'Aha, maybe people were right on the outside. Maybe we do need to 
communicate in a different way.' And now I feel that some of our arguments that we've been making for a 
long time are getting traction."

Giga Bokeria, a spokesman for the government, rejected suggestions that the decision to lift the state of 
emergency was the result of outside pressure. "It's not that we reopen the media because Matt Bryza is 
telling us to," he said. "This is our decision. . . . We will not be thinking about pleasing anybody except 
ourselves -- and our electorate."

While emphasizing that Georgia needed the United States and would not ignore "our allies' legitimate 
interest and concern," Bokeria called international reaction to the events of Nov. 7 overblown. "All the steps 
made were necessary to protect our sovereignty and democracy," he said.

Bryza, who arrived in Georgia last weekend, had extended his stay two days and said he might return as 
soon as this weekend. He said Thursday night that he was still in talks with the government about reopening 
the popular TV station Imedi, which police raided in the middle of a live broadcast the night of the 
crackdown.
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Bryza met Thursday with journalists from the station and said he is talking with E.U. representatives and the 
Georgian government about bringing in an ombudsman to oversee ethics at all TV stations.

He stressed that the watchdog should not be American. "Our job here has been to broker the deal and 
make it happen," he said. "But this needs to be a European solution, not a U.S. solution."

#6a
Voinovich presses Poland, Ukraine  
JTA Brief, November 9, 2007

U.S. Sen. George Voinovich (R-Ohio) wrote to the Polish and Ukrainian ambassadors about anti-Semitism 
in their countries.

In letters Voinovich sent to the Polish envoy on Nov. 5 and to the Ukrainian ambassador on Oct. 30, the 
senator noted his record advocating on behalf of formerly communist lands as well as his history monitoring 
and combating anti-Semitism.

Voinovich noted that under the previous Polish government, ousted in Oct. 21 legislative elections, Radio 
Maryja, a popular broadcaster, was allowed to broadcast a stream of anti-Semitism and asked if the new 
coalition government would address the incitement.

In his letter to the Ukrainian ambassador, he noted seven instances of anti-Jewish violence since July and 
mass commemorations last month lionizing a pro-Nazi general.

"It is extremely important that Ukraine's government demonstrate its commitment to protecting its Jewish 
communities with concrete steps to punish the violators and monitor all future incidents with care," he wrote.

#6b
Ukraine Jews demand cemetery protection  
JTA Brief, November 13, 2007

 Jewish leaders in Ukraine are demanding authorities protect an old Jewish cemetery near Kiev .

Aleksandr Feldman, a parliament member and president of the Jewish Foundation of Ukraine, and Rabbi 
Moshe Azman Reuveni, one of Ukraine's chief rabbis, sent a letter to Khodorov village authorities 
demanding they revoke a permit to a private company to build on the territory of the old Jewish cemetery 
and protect the local bay coastline.

Local Jewish residents told JTA that the erosion of the Kiev reservoir's coastline could be damaging the old 
Jewish cemetery near the Khodorov village. Damage has been caused also by buildings being constructed 
on cemetery land. Uncovered burial plots can be seen on the bay coast and destroyed headstones litter the 
beach.

A local gardening company has proposed a project to fortify the bay's coastline.

In August, a study established that the caving in of the cemetery's graves, located near the bay's coastline, 
could produce a sanitary-epidemiological threat.
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Much of the cemetery was destroyed by the Nazis, but more than 20 tombstones remain that date from the 
1800s and the early 1900s.
#7
As It Rises, Russia Stirs Baltic Fears 
By Adam B. Ellick
New York Times, November 11, 2007 

EVEN as Jonas Kronkaitis, now retired as Lithuania’s top general, admires the transformation of this once 
drab Soviet city into a proud member of the New Europe, a worry eats at him: Russian power is rapidly 
returning to the Baltics, only this time the weapons are oil and money, not tanks.

General Kronkaitis has a unique perspective. He fled Lithuania to America as a boy in 1944, and served 
nearly 30 years in the United States Army before returning to command his newly independent country’s 
military in the 1990’s. He engineered its entry into NATO in 2004, thinking this would help cement security 
for the tiny Baltic nation. Now he says his hopeful view was wrong.

The signs of Russia’s resurgent influence are everywhere in Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia: in Kremlin-
financed media; in the financing of local politicians and economic development; in a growing assertiveness, 
encouraged by Moscow, among the third of the Baltic population that is of Russian heritage; in the Kremlin’s 
manipulation of its energy supplies as a bludgeon.

These tactics — especially the use of Russian cash — have evoked stress in the Baltics that was 
unthinkable even five years ago.

“What we are afraid of is the very huge money that comes from Russia that can be used to corrupt our 
officials,” General Kronkaitis said in an interview. “And I’m talking about very large money. Money can then 
be used to control our government. Then Lithuania, in a very subtle way, over many years perhaps, 
becomes dominated and loses its independence.”

“Over many years” may be an understatement, Baltic nationalists say. In 2004, Lithuania’s president was 
impeached for alleged connections to Russia’s secret service and big business.

It all seems part of a strategy by President Vladimir Putin to revive Russian power in much of Eastern 
Europe.

For the Balts, any move that angers Russia runs huge risks. Last month, for example, the Estonian state 
prosecutor charged four ethnic Russians with organizing riots in April to protest the government’s move of a 
statue of a Soviet soldier from the capital to a suburb as the anniversary of victory in World War II neared. 
The Russian-language press had egged on the protesters.

“There is reason to believe that financial support and advice to organize mass disorders was also received 
from the Russian Federation,” the prosecutor said. After the riots, hackers briefly paralyzed Estonia’s 
government and banks, and Estonia said the cyberattacks were traced to Kremlin addresses.

The tensions over the riots come as the Baltic countries are trying to challenge Russia’s energy monopoly. 
All three are resisting an ambitious Russian-German plan to build a pipeline under the Baltic Sea that would 
send gas directly from Russia to Western Europe — bypassing the Baltics and cutting them out of transit 
fees and access to the flow. Estonia has led this opposition, with a challenge on environmental grounds. 
Many Balts find it disheartening that the former German chancellor, Gerhard Schröder, sits on the board of 
the joint venture, in which Russians hold a 51 percent interest.

Gazprom, the Russian oil giant, already controls more than 35 percent of Baltic gas companies. Latvia has 
been cut off from an old Russian oil pipeline since 2003 and Lithuania since 2006, forcing them to import 
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more expensive oil by ship. The Russians blame pipeline problems, but Latvians and Lithuanians don’t 
believe that; Estonia was shut off for several weeks after the spring riots.

Any Baltic defiance of Russian pressure is made more emotional by their shared and bitter history. Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania began the 20th century under Russia’s czars but gained independence after World 
War I.

Then, after the Hitler-Stalin nonaggression pact in 1939, Soviet troops swept in and Stalin deported 
hundreds of thousands of Balts to die in Siberian gulags. When Hitler’s troops marched through in turn, 
many Balts saw the Germans as liberators — and significant numbers collaborated with the Nazis to 
annihilate the region’s Jews.

After the war came an influx of Russian workers whose presence would, in time, be cited by the Soviets to 
claim that these states should never again get independence. For its part, the Putin government has 
campaigned for ethnic Russians to insist on attaining a stronger voice by accepting Baltic citizenship.

“In the Baltics, history is a ghost that still walks the streets in a very active way,” said Daina Eglitis of 
George Washington University. “It’s not just past, it’s present. But people have different readings on it.”

One example is a Vilnius tourist attraction, the torture chambers of the old K.G.B. headquarters, which had 
been Gestapo headquarters. It is now the Museum of Genocide Victims, but “genocide” applies only to what 
Russians did to Balts — not to what Nazis and their local collaborators did to Jews.

The museum all but ignores the Baltic people’s role in the Holocaust, an omission that angers not only 
Jews, but also Russians, who view the Soviets as liberators and are now reasserting control over the 
historical record. For example, a new pan-Baltic Russian-language television station, financed by the 
Kremlin, often features documentaries that praise the Soviet Union.

About one-third of Lithuania’s television stations are already in Russian. “Russians buy our politicians, they 
buy our press, and they buy our minds — I think that’s all,” Indre Makaraityte, editor of Revival, an 
independent Lithuanian newspaper, said sarcastically.

She organized a demonstration in May to support Estonia against the ethnic Russians’ protests and show 
solidarity with the West. But she says she was disheartened when European and American leaders took a 
week to condemn Russia after the riots.

“We became members of NATO and E.U. expecting we would be defended immediately,” she said. “There’s 
a fear of Russia, and a fear that we are again alone, not defended by our Western partners. They are too 
naïve in evaluating Russia.”

#8
Ukraine hands Israel Holocaust mass grave evidence
Jerusalem Post, November 14, 2007 

Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko handed to Israel on Wednesday hundreds of previously classified 
documents detailing mass grave sites of Jews murdered during the Holocaust in the former Soviet state.

During a visit to Jerusalem, Yushchenko gave Israeli President Shimon Peres a box containing documents 
and maps locating Jewish mass graves, Peres's office said in a statement.
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Peres welcomed the move and said the documents would "shed light on one of the darkest periods of 
Jewish history and Ukrainian history". The papers also traced the fate of Jewish activists killed under Soviet 
rule in the Ukraine.

"We don't deny the past but we are looking to the future and we ask Israel to see us as a faithful partner," 
Peres's office quoted Yushchenko as saying to Peres.

Yushchenko, whose father was a prison labourer in Auschwitz, also donned a black skull-cap and visited 
the Western Wall remnant of the ancient Jewish temple during his visit.

Mass killing of Jews was routine in many towns and villages in Ukraine during World War Two. The Nazis 
slaughtered more than 33,000 Jews in two days in 1941 at Babiy Yar, a ravine outside Kiev that was one of 
the first sites of mass wartime killing.

Seeking refuge from a long history of anti-Semitism, some one million immigrants from the former Soviet 
Union have moved to Israel since the fall of Communism in 1990.

Yushchenko also handed over declassified papers about Jewish underground activities in Ukraine during 
the 1920s. (Reporting by Rebecca Harrison and Ari Rabinovitch; editing by Ralph Boulton)

#9
Ukraine President defends posthumous honor to alleged head of pogrom 
By Anshel Pfeffer, 
AP, November 15, 2007

Visiting Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko on Thursday defended his country's award of a top honor to 
a man accused of murdering thousands of Jews during World War II, while pledging to work to eradicate 
anti-Semitism in his country.

The controversy over the award cast a shadow over a visit that otherwise was devoted to improving 
relations between Ukraine and Israel. Yushchenko spoke out against anti-Semitism several times, 
especially during a speech in Israel's parliament. Yushchenko left Israel Thursday evening.

Speaking before the Israel Council on Foreign Relations of the World Jewish Congress in Jerusalem, 
Yushchenko said Ukrainian nationalist leader Roman Shukhevych was posthumously named a Hero of 
Ukraine last month for his role in fighting for his country's independence.

 Holocaust researchers and Jewish groups have charged that a force under the command of Shukhevych 
took part in pogroms in 1941 in which 4,000 Jews were killed.

Yushchenko had this reply: "I have materials, documents, saying that in the course of grander context of 
Ukrainian rebellion, Shukhevych signed a petition that prohibited massive persecutions (of civilians)," he 
said, adding that no Ukrainian nationalist movement targeted Jews.

During his three-day trip, Yushchenko repeatedly said he regretted the massacre of 1.4 million Jews in 
Nazi-occupied Ukraine and that he would work to preserve their memory.

On Wednesday, Yushchenko presented President Shimon Peres with documents from Soviet KGB archives 
detailing the location of mass graves from the Holocaust in Ukraine - many of them unknown up to now, 
Israeli officials said.
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On a visit Tuesday to Israel's Holocaust memorial, Yad Vashem, Yushchenko donated soil and a rock from 
the site of the Babi Yar massacre, where 33,711 Jews were rounded up and executed at the edge of a 
ravine in Kiev between Sept. 29-30 1941. Survivors were beat with shovels while others, including children, 
were buried alive.

Despite the gestures of goodwill and a promise to memorialize Ukrainian Holocaust sites and preserve 
Jewish cultural sites, Yushchenko was dogged during his visit by criticism of Shukhevych.

At Yad Vashem a top museum official confronted Yushchenko, saying he has documents implicating 
Shukhevych as the leader of squads who massacred thousands of Jews.

"Sometimes you can be both a hero of Ukrainians and a murderer of Jews," said Yosef (Tommy) Lapid, a 
former Israeli justice minister and a Holocaust survivor from Yugoslavia.

Yushchenko also announced plans to ease visa restrictions for Israeli visitors and the abolition of trade 
tariffs between the two countries.

Referring to his country's political upsets he said they would be resolved peacefully and democratically.

"The most important test is if democratic Ukraine can respond to critical challenges," Yushchenko said. "We 
have sufficient democratic tools on how to find the correct solution for the existing problems."

Yushchenko: Anti-Semitism a marginal problem in Ukraine Yushchenko told the Israel Council on Foreign 
Relations of the World Jewish Congress Thursday that the number of anti-Semitic incidents in his country is 
minimal and sporadic.

In a speech to committee members, Yushchenko reviewed the ties between the Jewish and Ukrainian 
people, and said the two nations have friendly relations and a shared history.

With regard to the incidence of anti-Semitism, the president said, "there are those instances, and we are 
dealing with them. People who have expressed themselves in an anti-Semitism manner have stood trial and 
have even been punished, but we must treat this unemotionally and remember that they are marginal."

Professor Dina Porat, head of the Stephen Roth Institute for the Study of Contemporary Anti-Semitism and 
Racism at Tel Aviv University disagreed with Yushchenko and said that anti-Semitism is still a centrak 
problem in the Ukrainian society, and in the past year 183 anti-Semitic acts were recorded.

According to statistics, Porat maintains, this is a rising phenomenon. 

 #10
Ukraine President Yushchenko Decries Anti-Semitism At Israeli Foreign Affairs Parley 
Press Release, November 15, 2007

Jerusalem – November 15, 2007. Speaking before a gathering of the Jerusalem-based Israel Council on 
Foreign Relations (ICFR), Ukrainian president Victor Yushchenko condemned anti-Semitism, calling it a 
marginal phenomenon in his country which would not be tolerated.  "I want to make clear that none of the 
major political parties in Ukraine is anti-Semitic. For too long, Ukrainian nationalism has been equated with 
anti-Semitism, and that is unfortunate."

The Ukrainian leader announced that a new Holocaust memorial museum would be built in Ukraine which 
would be the largest institution of its type in the world. He called upon Israelis of Ukrainian origin to visit their 
former homeland and pledged to work to protect the many Jewish heritage sites there. President 
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Yushchenko also emphasized the many reforms that have taken place under his leadership and the 
country's transition to democracy. He expressed his hope for further investment from Israel.

The event was chaired by Michael Schneider, secretary general of the World Jewish Congress. In his 
opening remarks he called for the return of Jewish communal property that had been looted by the Nazis 
and the Communists. He declared that the Jewish people, which had known so much suffering, also 
acknowledged the suffering of Ukrainians under Stalinist rule. He called upon Ukraine to play a part in 
neutralizing the Iranian nuclear threat.

#11
RFE/RL Poll: Russians Cynical on Elections
RFE/RL, November 15, 2007

(Prague, Czech Republic--November 15, 2007)  Two thirds of Russian voters do not believe parliamentary 
elections to be held next month will be "honest" or fair, according to a poll commissioned by Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty.         

The results of the nation-wide survey, released today, show 65.5 percent of voting age Russians are deeply 
cynical about the December 2 elections and only 18.4 percent think the will of the voters will really 
determine which political parties win seats in the State Duma. Nearly half said the results of the elections 
will be controlled by Russian President Vladimir Putin and his government.         

Despite their stated lack of confidence in the election process, nearly 60 percent of those polled said they 
planned to go and vote, two thirds said it is important that Russia hold democratic elections, and more than 
half the respondents said they believe the elections will lead to improvements in their lives.         

Lev Gudkov, director of the Moscow-based Levada Analytical Center which conducted the survey for 
RFE/RL, told RFE/RL's Russian Service today that "all the research shows a contrast between what people 
think should happen and what they see in reality," and that "people are suggesting from experience the 
possibility of violations, falsifications, pressure."         

The survey, which was conducted for RFE/RL by the Moscow-based Levada Analytical Center and 
managed by InterMedia Survey Institute, polled 4,319 respondents in all seven Federal Regions over the 
first three weeks in October; it has a confidence interval of 95 percent and a margin of error of plus/minus 
1.49 percent.         

Results suggested wide regional variations in voter attitudes, with people living in the Russian South most 
skeptical about the election process and those living in the Far East most optimistic about their future. 


